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the award, as well as the amount of the 
award, the purpose of the funding action, and 
other relevant information. 

There has been considerable confusion 
about what this bill does and does not do. The 
information that this bill requires to be posted 
on the Internet is not secret. In fact, there are 
existing databases that are accessible to Con-
gress and the public that are already required 
to include the information covered in this bill. 

Under current law, for example, there is a 
federal procurement database maintained by 
the General Services Administration. This 
database, called the Federal Procurement 
Data System, is required to contain significant 
amount of information about each federal con-
tract. 

Similarly, there is a grants database main-
tained by the Census Bureau, the Federal As-
sistance Data System, which collects informa-
tion about domestic financial assistance 
awards. In addition, grants.gov and various 
databases maintained by individual agencies, 
contain some of this information. 

But these databases don’t always contain 
the information that they are supposed to con-
tain. They aren’t always kept up to date. And 
they can be difficult to use. 

In essence, what this bill does is require 
that these existing databases be compiled into 
a new database that is more organized and 
more accessible. 

Ordinarily, I would not be in favor of legisla-
tion that requires the government to spend 
money repackaging data that is already in ex-
istence. But this bill is an exception. The cur-
rent state of the existing databases is so poor 
that Congress is justified in passing new legis-
lation. 

Ultimately, implementation will be key to the 
success of this bill. If the administration is not 
committed to making the legislation work, all 
we will get is another incomplete and hard-to- 
use database. My hope is that by passing this 
bill with broad, bipartisan support, we are 
sending a signal to the administration that it 
needs to do a better job. 

Members of Congress from both parties and 
both the House and Senate have worked hard 
to make this bill a reality. I want to compliment 
Senator OBAMA and Senator COBURN, in par-
ticular, for their leadership. They put aside 
partisanship to forge the bill we are consid-
ering today. I also want to thank Chairman 
DAVIS for agreeing to expand the scope of this 
bill to cover contracts. 

The legislation we are passing today is not 
comprehensive reform; it will not restore hon-
esty and accountability in government. It’s a 
modest, bipartisan step in the direction of 
open government. But in the climate we’re 
currently in, even a small step forward is worth 
supporting and celebrating. 

I urge support of this legislation. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 

Speaker, I urge all Members to support 
the passage of S. 2590. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. TOM 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 2590. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate bill was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
when the House adjourns today, it ad-
journ to meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

CORRECTING ENROLLMENT OF S. 
2590, FEDERAL FUNDING AC-
COUNTABILITY AND TRANS-
PARENCY ACT OF 2006 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
take from the Speaker’s table the Sen-
ate concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 
114) providing for corrections to the en-
rollment of the bill S. 2590, and ask for 
its immediate consideration in the 
House. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
concurrent resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the Senate concur-

rent resolution, as follows: 
S. CON. RES. 114 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That, in the enroll-
ment of the bill S. 2590, the Secretary of the 
Senate shall make the following corrections: 

(1) In section 2(a), strike paragraphs (2) and 
(3) and insert the following: 

‘‘(2) FEDERAL AWARD.—The term ‘Federal 
award’— 

‘‘(A) means Federal financial assistance 
and expenditures that— 

‘‘(i) include grants, subgrants, loans, 
awards, cooperative agreements, and other 
forms of financial assistance; 

‘‘(ii) include contracts, subcontracts, pur-
chase orders, task orders, and delivery or-
ders; 

‘‘(B) does not include individual trans-
actions below $25,000; and 

‘‘(C) before October 1, 2008, does not include 
credit card transactions. 

‘‘(3) SEARCHABLE WEBSITE.—The term 
‘searchable website’ means a website that al-
lows the public to— 

‘‘(A) search and aggregate Federal funding 
by any element required by subsection (b)(1); 

‘‘(B) ascertain through a single search the 
total amount of Federal funding awarded to 
an entity by a Federal award described in 
paragraph (2)(A)(i), by fiscal year; 

‘‘(C) ascertain through a single search the 
total amount of Federal funding awarded to 
an entity by a Federal award described in 
paragraph (2)(A)(ii), by fiscal year; and 

‘‘(D) download data included in subpara-
graph (A) included in the outcome from 
searches.’’. 

(2) In section 2(b)(1), strike ‘‘section and 
section 204 of the E-Government Act of 2002 
(Public Law 107–347; 44 U.S.C. 3501 note),’’ 

and insert ‘‘section, section 204 of the E-Gov-
ernment Act of 2002 (Public Law 107–347; 44 
U.S.C. 3501 note), and the Office of Federal 
Procurement Policy Act (41 U.S.C. 403 et 
seq.),’’. 

(3) In section 2, strike subsection (c) and 
insert the following: 

‘‘(c) WEBSITE.—The website established 
under this section— 

‘‘(1) may use as the source of its data the 
Federal Procurement Data System, Federal 
Assistance Award Data System, and 
Grants.gov, if all of these data sources are 
searchable through the website and can be 
accessed in a search on the website required 
by this Act, provided that the user may— 

‘‘(A) specify such search shall be confined 
to Federal contracts and subcontracts; 

‘‘(B) specify such search shall be confined 
to include grants, subgrants, loans, awards, 
cooperative agreements, and other forms of 
financial assistance; 

‘‘(2) shall not be considered in compliance 
if it hyperlinks to the Federal Procurement 
Data System website, Federal Assistance 
Award Data System website, Grants.gov 
website, or other existing websites, so that 
the information elements required by sub-
section (b)(1) cannot be searched electroni-
cally by field in a single search; 

‘‘(3) shall provide an opportunity for the 
public to provide input about the utility of 
the site and recommendations for improve-
ments; 

‘‘(4) shall be updated not later than 30 days 
after the award of any Federal award requir-
ing a posting; and 

‘‘(5) shall provide for separate searches for 
Federal awards described in subsection (a) to 
distinguish between the Federal awards de-
scribed in subsection (a)(2)(A)(i) and those 
described in subsection (a)(2)(A)(ii).’’. 

(4) Add at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 4. GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE 

REPORTING REQUIREMENT. 
‘‘Not later than January 1, 2010, the Comp-

troller General shall submit to Congress a 
report on compliance with this Act.’’. 

The Senate concurrent resolution 
was concurred in. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

THOMAS J. MANTON POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 6033) to des-
ignate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 39–25 61st 
Street in Woodside, New York, as the 
‘‘Thomas J. Manton Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

The Clerk read as follows 
H.R. 6033 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. THOMAS J. MANTON POST OFFICE 

BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 39–25 
61st Street in Woodside, New York, shall be 
known and designated as the ‘‘Thomas J. 
Manton Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Thomas J. Manton 
Post Office Building’’. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. TOM DAVIS) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days within which to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material on the bill under consider-
ation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 6033, offered by the 
distinguished gentleman from New 
York (Mr. CROWLEY) would designate 
the post office building in Woodside, 
New York, as the Thomas J. Manton 
Post Office Building. 

Mr. Manton passed away in July of 
this year. The attendance of over 800 
people at his service was a testament 
to his lasting impact as a public serv-
ant and friend to the New York com-
munity. 

His history of public service began 
with his time in the Marine Corps and 
continued until his final day as Chair 
of the Queens County Democratic Or-
ganization. He also worked as a New 
York City police officer while simulta-
neously attending law school, and in 
1970 he began the first of what would be 
14 years as a New York City Council 
Member. In 1985, he was elected to Con-
gress, where he served his country and 
constituents until 1999. 

A steadfast advocate of diversity, Mr. 
Manton balanced the needs of the peo-
ple from multiple backgrounds with 
heartfelt understanding and great com-
passion. His constituents remember 
him as a humanitarian and advocate 
who was never too busy to return a 
phone call or share his time. 

With gratitude for his devotion and 
service to our country, I would ask all 
Members to join me in supporting H.R. 
3063 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
it is my pleasure to yield such time as 
he may consume to the sponsor of this 
resolution, the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. CROWLEY). 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my friend and colleague for yielding 
me this time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise, and it is an honor 
for me to rise this evening, in support 
of H.R. 6033, legislation, as duly noted 
by my friend Mr. DAVIS, to designate 
the facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 39–25 61st Street in 
Woodside, New York, as the Thomas J. 
Manton Post Office Building. 

I want to first extend my sincere 
thanks and gratitude to Chairman TOM 
DAVIS for his expediting this legisla-
tion to the floor. As was mentioned, 
Tom Manton died only recently, at the 
end of July, and to have this bill on the 
floor as quickly as we have, I owe a 
great deal of debt to TOM. Thank you, 
Mr. DAVIS, for your work on this. 

I also want to thank the ranking 
member, Mr. HENRY WAXMAN, again a 
gentleman who saw fit to move this 
legislation quickly; the majority lead-
er, JOHN BOEHNER, as well and his of-
fice. In particular I want to thank 
Denise Wilson of the Government Re-
form staff as well for her helping move 
this forward. I want to thank our lead-
er, NANCY PELOSI, and Chairman BAR-
TON and Ranking Member JOHN DIN-
GELL for their help in moving this ex-
peditiously to the floor. 

I also want to thank all my col-
leagues from New York who unani-
mously supported this renaming, but 
particularly I want to thank the dean 
of our delegation from Long Island and 
Queens County, Representative GARY 
ACKERMAN, as well as CAROLYN MALO-
NEY, NYDIA VELÁZQUEZ, GREG MEEKS, 
ANTHONY WEINER, and, of course, we 
can’t forget the dean of the New York 
delegation, CHARLIE RANGEL, but all 
New Yorkers, with the support of both 
Democrat and Republican, without 
cause. NITA LOWEY, for her work and 
for all their friendship with Tom Man-
ton and their kind words back in July 
when this House recognized his pass-
ing. 

I appreciate that. My constituents 
certainly appreciate that as well. I 
know that the Manton family, in par-
ticular Diane Manton, is very appre-
ciative of the honor that we bestow 
upon her late, great husband, former 
Congressman Tom Manton. 

Many of my colleagues in Congress 
are familiar with the exemplary serv-
ice of former Congressman Tom Man-
ton because you served with him. But 
for those who don’t recall, he served 
with honor and distinction in the 
United States House of Representatives 
from 1984 to 1999. He replaced the then 
legendary former Congresswoman Ger-
aldine Ferraro. 

Before that, Tom Manton came from 
humble Irish American roots. He loved 
his country, America, and certainly 
loved his ancestral homeland of Ireland 
as well, and that was reflected in the 
community he grew up in. Woodside, 
New York, was and still remains a 
community that has an Irish flavor to 
it. 

Tom Manton served the City of New 
York first as a member of the New 
York City Police Department. He had 
worked for a time for IBM and there 
had been some discussion at one time 
that he sold computers for IBM. Let me 
just make it perfectly clear. When Tom 
Manton worked for IBM, computers 
were bigger than this room. He did not 

sell computers for IBM. I think it was 
he sold typewriters for IBM. It is im-
portant to make that distinction. 

But after that he had gone to law 
school at St. John’s and he graduated 
and ran for the New York City Council 
and served there with distinction for 15 
years before coming on to serve here in 
the House of Representatives. 

As I mentioned before, the neighbor-
hood that this Post Office is located in, 
if you took a dart and threw it at the 
map of New York City and you hit 
bullseye, you would be right in 
Woodside-Queens, New York, as I men-
tioned before, a community that is 
known for its Irish American commu-
nity and one of the still largest con-
centrations of Irish American immi-
grants in our Nation today. Woodside 
is also my hometown, my home neigh-
borhood. 

It is also very diverse. It is a multi- 
ethnic neighborhood, and an ever- 
changing part of my district, as it was 
for Tom Manton, and is often the first 
stop for new immigrants to our great 
country. 

While we may hear less Irish and 
Italian accents and more Turkish, Ben-
gali, Hindi and Spanish in local stores, 
the neighborhood of Woodside is as vi-
brant today as it was when I was a 
young child and it was when Tom Man-
ton served as its legislator. 

Naming this Post Office after Tom 
Manton, again, the son of Irish immi-
grants, who rose to serve in these hal-
lowed halls, is a perfect reminder to 
that potential that exists for all immi-
grants and their children today in the 
United States that it is as unlimited as 
it was for Tom Manton and as it was 
for his parents to see him become a 
Member of Congress, as it is for my 
parents to be here to see me become a 
Member of Congress and for previous 
generations. 

I want to thank all my colleagues 
again for their expediting this legisla-
tion. Tom Manton was more than my 
predecessor. He was my counsel, he was 
my mentor, and, more importantly, he 
was my friend. For you to recognize 
him in this way and in such a manner 
does more in many respects to my own 
heart, and I really appreciate this. 

Again, on behalf of the Manton fam-
ily, and in particular Diane Manton, 
his wife, and his children and his 
grandchildren and the people of the 
Seventh Congressional District, in par-
ticular Woodside, I thank this entire 
Congress for its unanimous support for 
renaming this Post Office after Tom 
Manton. 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my 
friend for his very moving words. This 
is a tough partisan area right now, we 
even argued over a 9/11 resolution a 
minute ago, where partisanship some-
times gets in the way of other things. 
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Even though Tom Manton was a 

strong Democrat and a Democratic 
leader, he never let his partisanship get 
in the way of getting good results for 
his constituency and for the country. 
So this is a fitting memory to his leg-
acy that he leaves here, and I join you. 
He was our friend on this side of the 
aisle as well. 

Tonight we moved this quickly, Re-
publicans and Democrats, in his honor, 
because of the great man that he was. 
I thank my friend for introducing the 
resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no other speak-
ers at this moment, so I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

b 2000 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

As a member of the House Govern-
ment Reform Committee, I am pleased 
to join my colleagues in consideration 
of H.R. 6033, which names a postal fa-
cility in Woodside, New York, after the 
late Thomas J. Manton, former Mem-
ber of Congress, who represented the 
Seventh Congressional District of New 
York. 

I know that Representative CROWLEY 
has spoken eloquently about all of the 
exploits and all of what Representative 
Manton meant to New York. I know 
that there were a number of other New 
Yorkers who had intended to be here 
and probably were not able to make it. 
I know that Representative CAROLINE 
MALONEY had intended to be here and 
Representative NITA LOWEY had in-
tended to be here, because they had in-
dicated that they too wanted to ex-
press their appreciation for the tre-
mendous and outstanding service that 
was indeed provided. And so just on 
their behalf and on behalf of all of the 
others who would want to have ex-
pressed themselves and could not, I 
would join with Representative CROW-
LEY and Chairman DAVIS in urging 
swift passage of this bill as we honor 
the life and the legacy of a true Amer-
ican and a great friend to all, Rep-
resentative Thomas Manton 

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, today I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 6033, the Thomas J. 
Manton Post Office Building Designation Act. 
The legislation would designate a United 
States Postal Service Office in New York as 
the Thomas J. Manton Post Office Building. 

Thomas Manton served this country with 
honor and integrity. He was a true public serv-
ant. 

His distinguished public servant career in-
cludes: serving in the military, police officer 
with the New York City Police Department, 
serving in the New York City Council and 
being a Member of Congress representing the 
people of New York’s 7th congressional dis-
trict. Thomas Manton always fought for the 
people he represented and New Yorkers are 
better off because of his work. 

I am honored to have worked with Thomas 
Manton while he was in Congress. We were 

both members of the Energy and Commerce 
Committee, and he was ranking member on 
the Subcommittee that I chaired. We sat 
through many long hearings together. 

Throughout his life he approached his work 
with integrity. The dedication in Thomas Man-
ton’s honor will preserve his legacy and re-
mind his constituents of his long and distin-
guished public career. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on this 
legislation. 

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of H.R. 6033, a bill that would des-
ignate the United States Postal Service facility 
at 39–25 61st Street, in Woodside, Queens, 
New York City the ‘‘Thomas J. Manton Post 
Office Building.’’ It is more than fitting that a 
federal facility will be named after Tom in a 
community that he so ably represented for so 
many years. 

Tom lived a life seemingly from a movie 
script: a son of Irish immigrants; educated at 
St. John’s University; earned his law degree at 
night from St. John’s; Marine Corps Flight 
Navigator; New York City Police Officer; New 
York City Councilman from Queens; Member 
of Congress; and Queens County Democratic 
Chairman. Tom Manton’s life was a perfect re-
alization of the American Dream, and having 
achieved the American Dream himself, Tom 
always worked to ensure that everyone, native 
born and immigrant alike, had the opportunity 
to live the American Dream as well. 

When Tom Manton became Chairman of 
the Queens County Democratic organization, 
he immediately revitalized a local party beset 
by front-page problems and the loss of public 
trust. Tom turned the party organization 
around while at the same time insisting on in-
creasing its diversity to reflect the borough of 
Queens. Tom recruited and helped numerous 
political candidates from different ethnic back-
grounds. As a result of Tom’s hard work, dis-
cipline, and commitment, the Queens Demo-
cratic Committee is currently one of the 
strongest party organizations in the country. 

In Congress, Tom was a tireless advocate 
for the people of New York. On the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce, Tom worked to 
help his constituents by bringing jobs and op-
portunity to his congressional district. Like 
many others, I turned to Tom for advice and 
guidance and found him to be a stand-up guy, 
the real deal. His word and handshake was 
his bond. Tom characteristically worked quietly 
behind the curtain, rather than grandstanding 
in front of the cameras. So, he might be a little 
embarrassed about having a federal facility 
named after him. But, Tom also believed in 
our government, and its ability to help each of 
us achieve our dreams of prosperity and jus-
tice for all Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, Tom Manton’s life of hard 
work, perseverance, and selflessness brought 
integrity and dignity to public office. It is appro-
priate that we pay tribute to his memory by 
naming this post office in Woodside, Queens 
in his honor. I urge my colleagues to support 
H.R. 6033. 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
join my colleagues in supporting H.R. 6033 
which would designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 39–25 
61st Street in Woodside, New York, as the 
‘‘Thomas J. Manton Post Office Building’’. 

As you know, we lost our dear friend Tom 
just a few short months ago, and I cannot 
think of a more fitting tribute to one of the 
most distinguished Members who ever served 
in this great House, than to see this renaming 
become a reality. 

The character of Tom Manton’s life might be 
summed up in a few words: he was a man of 
great commitment, hard-working, an inspiring 
leader, and he was dearly passionate about 
the causes he believed in and the work he did 
on behalf of his constituency. 

Manton was a man of great intellect. During 
seven terms in Congress, from 1985 to 1998, 
he was an important figure on reauthorization 
of the Superfund program, which provides for 
the cleanup of uncontrolled or abandoned haz-
ardous waste sites. However, most of his leg-
islative initiatives were focused on various 
local issues: stopping the Long Island Rail 
Road from building a waste-transfer station in 
western Queens, barring the creation of 
composting plants for sewage sludge in New 
York City, and using amendments to the 
Clean Air Act to aid local businesses. As well, 
he also sponsored a law that made benefits to 
permanently injured police officers, on par with 
payments to officers killed in the line of duty. 

This loving husband and devoted father was 
also a very dear friend and colleague to me 
through all the years we worked together here 
in the Congress. 

It was my privilege to know him and to work 
with him on matters involving not only our Na-
tion, but the great State of New York. He com-
bined with his charm, an unlimited energy and 
the highest integrity and work ethic. 

Tom Manton was indeed a well respected 
and revered Member of this institution who 
gave of himself diligently, and was ever zeal-
ous to carry through to its ultimate conclusion, 
the cause of those who would benefit from his 
direction. No one is likely to forget neither the 
courage of his faith nor the warmth of his 
friendship. 

In Tom’s memory, let us move this bill for-
ward. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. TOM 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6033. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON 
H.R. 2864, WATER RESOURCES DE-
VELOPMENT ACT OF 2005 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take from the 
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