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the award, as well as the amount of the 
award, the purpose of the funding action, and 
other relevant information. 

There has been considerable confusion 
about what this bill does and does not do. The 
information that this bill requires to be posted 
on the Internet is not secret. In fact, there are 
existing databases that are accessible to Con-
gress and the public that are already required 
to include the information covered in this bill. 

Under current law, for example, there is a 
federal procurement database maintained by 
the General Services Administration. This 
database, called the Federal Procurement 
Data System, is required to contain significant 
amount of information about each federal con-
tract. 

Similarly, there is a grants database main-
tained by the Census Bureau, the Federal As-
sistance Data System, which collects informa-
tion about domestic financial assistance 
awards. In addition, grants.gov and various 
databases maintained by individual agencies, 
contain some of this information. 

But these databases don’t always contain 
the information that they are supposed to con-
tain. They aren’t always kept up to date. And 
they can be difficult to use. 

In essence, what this bill does is require 
that these existing databases be compiled into 
a new database that is more organized and 
more accessible. 

Ordinarily, I would not be in favor of legisla-
tion that requires the government to spend 
money repackaging data that is already in ex-
istence. But this bill is an exception. The cur-
rent state of the existing databases is so poor 
that Congress is justified in passing new legis-
lation. 

Ultimately, implementation will be key to the 
success of this bill. If the administration is not 
committed to making the legislation work, all 
we will get is another incomplete and hard-to- 
use database. My hope is that by passing this 
bill with broad, bipartisan support, we are 
sending a signal to the administration that it 
needs to do a better job. 

Members of Congress from both parties and 
both the House and Senate have worked hard 
to make this bill a reality. I want to compliment 
Senator OBAMA and Senator COBURN, in par-
ticular, for their leadership. They put aside 
partisanship to forge the bill we are consid-
ering today. I also want to thank Chairman 
DAVIS for agreeing to expand the scope of this 
bill to cover contracts. 

The legislation we are passing today is not 
comprehensive reform; it will not restore hon-
esty and accountability in government. It’s a 
modest, bipartisan step in the direction of 
open government. But in the climate we’re 
currently in, even a small step forward is worth 
supporting and celebrating. 

I urge support of this legislation. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 

Speaker, I urge all Members to support 
the passage of S. 2590. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. TOM 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 2590. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate bill was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
when the House adjourns today, it ad-
journ to meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

CORRECTING ENROLLMENT OF S. 
2590, FEDERAL FUNDING AC-
COUNTABILITY AND TRANS-
PARENCY ACT OF 2006 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
take from the Speaker’s table the Sen-
ate concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 
114) providing for corrections to the en-
rollment of the bill S. 2590, and ask for 
its immediate consideration in the 
House. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
concurrent resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the Senate concur-

rent resolution, as follows: 
S. CON. RES. 114 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That, in the enroll-
ment of the bill S. 2590, the Secretary of the 
Senate shall make the following corrections: 

(1) In section 2(a), strike paragraphs (2) and 
(3) and insert the following: 

‘‘(2) FEDERAL AWARD.—The term ‘Federal 
award’— 

‘‘(A) means Federal financial assistance 
and expenditures that— 

‘‘(i) include grants, subgrants, loans, 
awards, cooperative agreements, and other 
forms of financial assistance; 

‘‘(ii) include contracts, subcontracts, pur-
chase orders, task orders, and delivery or-
ders; 

‘‘(B) does not include individual trans-
actions below $25,000; and 

‘‘(C) before October 1, 2008, does not include 
credit card transactions. 

‘‘(3) SEARCHABLE WEBSITE.—The term 
‘searchable website’ means a website that al-
lows the public to— 

‘‘(A) search and aggregate Federal funding 
by any element required by subsection (b)(1); 

‘‘(B) ascertain through a single search the 
total amount of Federal funding awarded to 
an entity by a Federal award described in 
paragraph (2)(A)(i), by fiscal year; 

‘‘(C) ascertain through a single search the 
total amount of Federal funding awarded to 
an entity by a Federal award described in 
paragraph (2)(A)(ii), by fiscal year; and 

‘‘(D) download data included in subpara-
graph (A) included in the outcome from 
searches.’’. 

(2) In section 2(b)(1), strike ‘‘section and 
section 204 of the E-Government Act of 2002 
(Public Law 107–347; 44 U.S.C. 3501 note),’’ 

and insert ‘‘section, section 204 of the E-Gov-
ernment Act of 2002 (Public Law 107–347; 44 
U.S.C. 3501 note), and the Office of Federal 
Procurement Policy Act (41 U.S.C. 403 et 
seq.),’’. 

(3) In section 2, strike subsection (c) and 
insert the following: 

‘‘(c) WEBSITE.—The website established 
under this section— 

‘‘(1) may use as the source of its data the 
Federal Procurement Data System, Federal 
Assistance Award Data System, and 
Grants.gov, if all of these data sources are 
searchable through the website and can be 
accessed in a search on the website required 
by this Act, provided that the user may— 

‘‘(A) specify such search shall be confined 
to Federal contracts and subcontracts; 

‘‘(B) specify such search shall be confined 
to include grants, subgrants, loans, awards, 
cooperative agreements, and other forms of 
financial assistance; 

‘‘(2) shall not be considered in compliance 
if it hyperlinks to the Federal Procurement 
Data System website, Federal Assistance 
Award Data System website, Grants.gov 
website, or other existing websites, so that 
the information elements required by sub-
section (b)(1) cannot be searched electroni-
cally by field in a single search; 

‘‘(3) shall provide an opportunity for the 
public to provide input about the utility of 
the site and recommendations for improve-
ments; 

‘‘(4) shall be updated not later than 30 days 
after the award of any Federal award requir-
ing a posting; and 

‘‘(5) shall provide for separate searches for 
Federal awards described in subsection (a) to 
distinguish between the Federal awards de-
scribed in subsection (a)(2)(A)(i) and those 
described in subsection (a)(2)(A)(ii).’’. 

(4) Add at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 4. GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE 

REPORTING REQUIREMENT. 
‘‘Not later than January 1, 2010, the Comp-

troller General shall submit to Congress a 
report on compliance with this Act.’’. 

The Senate concurrent resolution 
was concurred in. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

THOMAS J. MANTON POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 6033) to des-
ignate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 39–25 61st 
Street in Woodside, New York, as the 
‘‘Thomas J. Manton Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

The Clerk read as follows 
H.R. 6033 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. THOMAS J. MANTON POST OFFICE 

BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 39–25 
61st Street in Woodside, New York, shall be 
known and designated as the ‘‘Thomas J. 
Manton Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Thomas J. Manton 
Post Office Building’’. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 10:38 May 10, 2017 Jkt 049102 PO 00000 Frm 00206 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\FDSYS\BOUNDRECORD\BR13SE06.REC BR13SE06ej
oy

ne
r 

on
 D

S
K

30
M

W
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-03-05T23:00:21-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




