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Even though Tom Manton was a 

strong Democrat and a Democratic 
leader, he never let his partisanship get 
in the way of getting good results for 
his constituency and for the country. 
So this is a fitting memory to his leg-
acy that he leaves here, and I join you. 
He was our friend on this side of the 
aisle as well. 

Tonight we moved this quickly, Re-
publicans and Democrats, in his honor, 
because of the great man that he was. 
I thank my friend for introducing the 
resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no other speak-
ers at this moment, so I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

b 2000 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

As a member of the House Govern-
ment Reform Committee, I am pleased 
to join my colleagues in consideration 
of H.R. 6033, which names a postal fa-
cility in Woodside, New York, after the 
late Thomas J. Manton, former Mem-
ber of Congress, who represented the 
Seventh Congressional District of New 
York. 

I know that Representative CROWLEY 
has spoken eloquently about all of the 
exploits and all of what Representative 
Manton meant to New York. I know 
that there were a number of other New 
Yorkers who had intended to be here 
and probably were not able to make it. 
I know that Representative CAROLINE 
MALONEY had intended to be here and 
Representative NITA LOWEY had in-
tended to be here, because they had in-
dicated that they too wanted to ex-
press their appreciation for the tre-
mendous and outstanding service that 
was indeed provided. And so just on 
their behalf and on behalf of all of the 
others who would want to have ex-
pressed themselves and could not, I 
would join with Representative CROW-
LEY and Chairman DAVIS in urging 
swift passage of this bill as we honor 
the life and the legacy of a true Amer-
ican and a great friend to all, Rep-
resentative Thomas Manton 

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, today I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 6033, the Thomas J. 
Manton Post Office Building Designation Act. 
The legislation would designate a United 
States Postal Service Office in New York as 
the Thomas J. Manton Post Office Building. 

Thomas Manton served this country with 
honor and integrity. He was a true public serv-
ant. 

His distinguished public servant career in-
cludes: serving in the military, police officer 
with the New York City Police Department, 
serving in the New York City Council and 
being a Member of Congress representing the 
people of New York’s 7th congressional dis-
trict. Thomas Manton always fought for the 
people he represented and New Yorkers are 
better off because of his work. 

I am honored to have worked with Thomas 
Manton while he was in Congress. We were 

both members of the Energy and Commerce 
Committee, and he was ranking member on 
the Subcommittee that I chaired. We sat 
through many long hearings together. 

Throughout his life he approached his work 
with integrity. The dedication in Thomas Man-
ton’s honor will preserve his legacy and re-
mind his constituents of his long and distin-
guished public career. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on this 
legislation. 

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of H.R. 6033, a bill that would des-
ignate the United States Postal Service facility 
at 39–25 61st Street, in Woodside, Queens, 
New York City the ‘‘Thomas J. Manton Post 
Office Building.’’ It is more than fitting that a 
federal facility will be named after Tom in a 
community that he so ably represented for so 
many years. 

Tom lived a life seemingly from a movie 
script: a son of Irish immigrants; educated at 
St. John’s University; earned his law degree at 
night from St. John’s; Marine Corps Flight 
Navigator; New York City Police Officer; New 
York City Councilman from Queens; Member 
of Congress; and Queens County Democratic 
Chairman. Tom Manton’s life was a perfect re-
alization of the American Dream, and having 
achieved the American Dream himself, Tom 
always worked to ensure that everyone, native 
born and immigrant alike, had the opportunity 
to live the American Dream as well. 

When Tom Manton became Chairman of 
the Queens County Democratic organization, 
he immediately revitalized a local party beset 
by front-page problems and the loss of public 
trust. Tom turned the party organization 
around while at the same time insisting on in-
creasing its diversity to reflect the borough of 
Queens. Tom recruited and helped numerous 
political candidates from different ethnic back-
grounds. As a result of Tom’s hard work, dis-
cipline, and commitment, the Queens Demo-
cratic Committee is currently one of the 
strongest party organizations in the country. 

In Congress, Tom was a tireless advocate 
for the people of New York. On the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce, Tom worked to 
help his constituents by bringing jobs and op-
portunity to his congressional district. Like 
many others, I turned to Tom for advice and 
guidance and found him to be a stand-up guy, 
the real deal. His word and handshake was 
his bond. Tom characteristically worked quietly 
behind the curtain, rather than grandstanding 
in front of the cameras. So, he might be a little 
embarrassed about having a federal facility 
named after him. But, Tom also believed in 
our government, and its ability to help each of 
us achieve our dreams of prosperity and jus-
tice for all Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, Tom Manton’s life of hard 
work, perseverance, and selflessness brought 
integrity and dignity to public office. It is appro-
priate that we pay tribute to his memory by 
naming this post office in Woodside, Queens 
in his honor. I urge my colleagues to support 
H.R. 6033. 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
join my colleagues in supporting H.R. 6033 
which would designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 39–25 
61st Street in Woodside, New York, as the 
‘‘Thomas J. Manton Post Office Building’’. 

As you know, we lost our dear friend Tom 
just a few short months ago, and I cannot 
think of a more fitting tribute to one of the 
most distinguished Members who ever served 
in this great House, than to see this renaming 
become a reality. 

The character of Tom Manton’s life might be 
summed up in a few words: he was a man of 
great commitment, hard-working, an inspiring 
leader, and he was dearly passionate about 
the causes he believed in and the work he did 
on behalf of his constituency. 

Manton was a man of great intellect. During 
seven terms in Congress, from 1985 to 1998, 
he was an important figure on reauthorization 
of the Superfund program, which provides for 
the cleanup of uncontrolled or abandoned haz-
ardous waste sites. However, most of his leg-
islative initiatives were focused on various 
local issues: stopping the Long Island Rail 
Road from building a waste-transfer station in 
western Queens, barring the creation of 
composting plants for sewage sludge in New 
York City, and using amendments to the 
Clean Air Act to aid local businesses. As well, 
he also sponsored a law that made benefits to 
permanently injured police officers, on par with 
payments to officers killed in the line of duty. 

This loving husband and devoted father was 
also a very dear friend and colleague to me 
through all the years we worked together here 
in the Congress. 

It was my privilege to know him and to work 
with him on matters involving not only our Na-
tion, but the great State of New York. He com-
bined with his charm, an unlimited energy and 
the highest integrity and work ethic. 

Tom Manton was indeed a well respected 
and revered Member of this institution who 
gave of himself diligently, and was ever zeal-
ous to carry through to its ultimate conclusion, 
the cause of those who would benefit from his 
direction. No one is likely to forget neither the 
courage of his faith nor the warmth of his 
friendship. 

In Tom’s memory, let us move this bill for-
ward. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. TOM 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6033. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON 
H.R. 2864, WATER RESOURCES DE-
VELOPMENT ACT OF 2005 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take from the 
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Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 2864) to 
provide for the conservation and devel-
opment of water and related resources, 
to authorize the Secretary of the Army 
to construct various projects for im-
provements to rivers and harbors of the 
United States, and for other purposes, 
with a Senate amendment thereto, dis-
agree to the Senate amendment, and 
request a conference with the Senate 
thereon. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
MOTION TO INSTRUCT OFFERED BY MR. 

MELANCON 
Mr. MELANCON. Mr. Speaker, I offer 

a motion to instruct conferees. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Mr. Melancon moves that the managers on 

the part of the House at the conference on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the Senate amendment to the bill H.R. 2864 
be instructed to agree to provisions that will 
provide protection to communities located 
in the coastal area of Louisiana and Mis-
sissippi from the storm surge of a category 5 
hurricane. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 7 of rule XXII, the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. MELANCON) 
and the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
DUNCAN) each will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Louisiana. 

Mr. MELANCON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I come here today in support of build-
ing a comprehensive hurricane protec-
tion system for the gulf coast. For 
years we in Congress have focused on 
various wants for our constituents. 
Today we have the opportunity to 
focus on the Nation’s needs. 

Earlier this year, I introduced in 
Congress the Meeting Authorization 
Requirements for Our Coast, or MARC, 
Act. This legislation would have au-
thorized a comprehensive hurricane 
protection system for the gulf coast. 
Today’s motion is a continuation of 
that effort. 

Building a hurricane protection sys-
tem that can protect our coastal citi-
zens and businesses from category five 
hurricanes is the most important need 
in the U.S. Gulf Coast States. In Lou-
isiana alone there are currently 200,000 
people that have no protection, zero, 
from the next deadly hurricane. If Hur-
ricane Katrina hit Louisiana just a few 
miles to the west, the devastation 
would have been like nothing you have 
seen on TV, and building a category 
five hurricane protection system will 
save the lives of these people in future 
events. 

But a comprehensive hurricane pro-
tection system is also vital to sup-
porting and safeguarding our Nation’s 
energy supply. Louisiana has a long 
and distinguished history of oil and gas 
production, both on and offshore. 
Among the 50 States, we are first in 

crude oil production, second in natural 
gas production, and second in total en-
ergy production. Currently, approxi-
mately 34 percent of the Nation’s nat-
ural gas supply and almost 30 percent 
of the Nation’s crude oil supply is ei-
ther produced in Louisiana, produced 
offshore Louisiana, or moves through 
the State and its coastal wetlands. To-
gether with the infrastructure in the 
rest of the State, this production is 
connected to nearly 50 percent of the 
total refining capacity of this entire 
country. 

Based on its energy-producing value 
to the Nation, acre for acre, Louisiana 
is the most valuable real estate in the 
Nation. Louisiana has 17 petroleum re-
fineries, most of them large, world- 
scale facilities. These refineries have a 
combined crude oil distillation capac-
ity of approximately 2.77 million bar-
rels per day, which is 16.2 percent of 
the total U.S. refinery capacity of 17.1 
million barrels a day, the second high-
est in this Nation. Two of the four 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve storage 
facilities are in south Louisiana along 
our coast. Just last week Chevron an-
nounced it discovered a deepwater oil 
and gas field off Louisiana’s coast that 
could account for as much as 50 percent 
of our Nation’s known reserves. The 
field would be largely serviced by Lou-
isiana ports, ports that remain highly 
vulnerable. Louisiana is crucial to all 
parts of America because of its work-
ing ‘‘energy coast,’’ and we need your 
help. 

Supporting our Nation’s energy needs 
has come at a price. In the past cen-
tury, Louisiana has lost 1.2 million 
acres of coastal wetlands and barrier 
islands and stands to lose hundreds of 
thousands more acres if measures to 
stop the loss are not taken. That is a 
football field of land every 38 seconds 
along our vanishing coast. Without 
this protected buffer, Louisiana’s peo-
ple, businesses, and energy infrastruc-
ture are much more vulnerable to 
storm surges and hurricane-related 
flooding. 

Comprehensive hurricane protection 
combined with coastal restoration will 
offer truly adequate hurricane protec-
tion necessary to protect the lives of 
over 2 million residents, over 50 per-
cent of the State’s population, and the 
entire infrastructure that supports our 
Nation’s energy needs. 

Some of my colleagues might ques-
tion the cost of a comprehensive hurri-
cane protection system. In response I 
say that you can pay now or you can 
pay much higher later. You can pay to 
build a category five protection system 
today or you could pay later with a dis-
rupted national energy supply, ruined 
businesses, lives lost, and hundreds of 
billions of dollars of recovery costs to 
the citizens of this country. 

The gulf coast has worked tirelessly 
and quietly for generations to provide 
the rest of the Nation with energy and 

transportation services needed to keep 
industry around the country on pace. 
Only now in this time of need does the 
gulf coast ask for something back, a 
category five hurricane protection sys-
tem to protect lives, property, and en-
ergy production for future storms. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I am delighted we are moving to con-
ference on the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act. This is a very important 
piece of legislation that makes invest-
ments all around America. The 
projects in these bills will reduce 
transportation costs, protect our 
homes and businesses from damaging 
floods, and improve our environment 
for a better quality of life. The Water 
Resources Development Act is impor-
tant legislation for the entire country. 

The people of Louisiana and Mis-
sissippi suffered greatly from Hurri-
cane Katrina last year. A great deal 
has been done by the Army Corps of 
Engineers to restore the hurricane pro-
tection works in the New Orleans area, 
but there is still much to do. 

While I support the motion to in-
struct, I believe we have to recognize 
that there will be residual risk associ-
ated with any hurricane protection 
project we build. New Orleans needs to 
consider smart ways to rebuild that 
put fewer of their citizens at risk. 

We also must recognize that the dam-
aging effect of a hurricane is not meas-
ured strictly by its category, which ba-
sically measures wind speed. Other fac-
tors such as how fast it moves, how 
much rain is associated with it, what 
direction it takes, and how big a storm 
surge it is able to generate all con-
tribute to whether a category five hur-
ricane will be catastrophic or just very 
bad. 

We are talking about protecting an 
important and unique region of our 
country, but we also have only a slight 
understanding at this point of how 
much money we will need to spend. It 
will certainly be tens of billions of dol-
lars. And I will remind Members that 
there are other great cities in America 
at risk of flooding, some at higher risk 
than New Orleans. 

While I would hope that there will be 
serious urban planning going on at the 
local level, I believe we need a well- 
thought-out plan for additional hurri-
cane protection in this region of the 
gulf. It must be a comprehensive plan 
that also recognizes the navigation 
needs of one of America’s great ports 
and waterways as well as the ecological 
importance of the coastal marshes. 

I want to assure Mr. MELANCON that 
I will work in conference to make sure 
that the Corps of Engineers gets the 
authority it needs to provide the ap-
propriate protection for coastal Lou-
isiana and Mississippi 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, we were all 
horrified a year ago when New Orleans’ levies 
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broke under the force of the winds and storm 
surges caused by Hurricane Katrina. Katrina 
was at Category 3 strength when it made 
landfall that fateful day, yet it wrought destruc-
tion beyond our imagination. In the face of the 
devastation we witnessed, it borders on the 
absurd to consider authorizing levee funding 
for New Orleans at anything less than the Cat-
egory 5 level. For that reason, I rise in strong 
support of the Melancon Motion to Instruct the 
WRDA conferees. 

Mr. Speaker, past authorizations for hurri-
cane protection took into account vast 
marshes and wetlands, as well as barrier is-
lands that could absorb most of the force of 
tidal surges. Louisiana has lost 1.2 million 
acres of this land due to economic develop-
ment in the past century, and stands to lose 
another 435,000 acres if measures to stop the 
loss aren’t taken. Without this protective buff-
er, the people of Louisiana are that much 
more vulnerable to storm surges and other 
hurricane-related flooding. 

Coastal and wetlands restoration combined 
with a strong levy system will offer the hurri-
cane protection necessary to protect the lives 
of over 2 million residents and the nation’s in-
dustries. However, we cannot rebuild all of the 
wetlands lost in the near term, so we must 
compensate with stronger, better levee protec-
tion. The Army Corps of Engineers has 
worked hard to bring levees back up to pre- 
Katrina standards, but we’ve already seen 
what that level of protection does—nothing. 
Anything less than Category 5 levee protection 
is totally inadequate and would be an insult to 
the memory of the more than 700 New 
Orleanians who lost their lives a year ago. 

Mr. JEFFERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to request the conferees on the Water Devel-
opment Resources Act guarantee levee pro-
tection at a Category 5 level. Hurricane 
Katrina served as a stark reminder that our 
levee system in south Louisiana is inadequate. 
We are responsible for ensuring the safety of 
its residents, and today we can make a com-
mitment that they are not forgotten. 

The economic and environmental benefits 
that south Louisiana provides to the nation are 
substantial. Coastal Louisiana produces over 
30% of our nation’s seafood, including 50% of 
our shrimp crop. Our wetlands are home to 
over 79 endangered species and serve as a 
vital habitat for migratory birds. The network of 
interconnected waterways and presence of 
several major port facilities are an important 
hub in our maritime industry. Over 70% of the 
grain produced in the United States travels 
through the area. 30% of our domestic crude 
oil and 34% of our natural gas is produced by 
or travels through south Louisiana, making us 
a centerpiece in America’s Energy Coast. In 
addition to transporting much of our domestic 
oil supply, coastal Louisiana also refines 16% 
of our petroleum products. Knowing this, we 
must ensure that this valuable part of our na-
tion’s infrastructure remains intact and its peo-
ple remain protected. 

Our current levee system in New Orleans 
dates back to the 1960s, and since then our 
whole environment has changed. The loss of 
coastal barrier islands and the erosion of our 
wetlands have led to a weakened first line of 
defense against hurricanes. These islands and 
wetlands help absorb the storm’s tidal surge 

and weaken the strength of an approaching 
storm. We are losing our wetlands at a rate of 
25 to 30 square miles per year, while we are 
making areas further inland more susceptible 
to flooding. We have seen hurricanes become 
more powerful and more frequent as the years 
go by. The risk of hurricanes will always be 
present in south Louisiana, it is up to us to de-
cide how to best mitigate their destructive im-
pacts. 

Looking at this situation, I am reminded of 
what I saw firsthand in the Netherlands. After 
the devastating North Sea floods of 1953, that 
nation committed itself to a system of water 
management projects that would ensure such 
a flood never happened again. Although the 
cost was high, their determination to provide 
absolute protection was justified. As a result, 
the Netherlands now has a significant number 
of its citizens living and produces 70% of its 
$480 billion GDP in areas that are fifteen to 
twenty feet below sea level, safely protected 
by flood control projects. By comparison, the 
lowest areas of New Orleans are only four and 
a half feet below sea level. Protecting the city 
is not beyond our technological capabilities, it 
is simply a matter of making the commitment 
necessary to do so. While the cost may seem 
substantial now, it pales in comparison to the 
cost we would face in human and economic 
losses should another hurricane strike south 
Louisiana directly. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time to get it right. We 
must ensure the safety of the city of New Or-
leans and the rest of the Gulf Coast, because 
we have seen the horrible effects of sub-
standard, poorly designed, inadequate levee 
protection in the face of a powerful storm. A 
working flood control system for south Lou-
isiana begins with sound levees. I urge the 
conferees to support levee protection against 
a Category 5 storm surge. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to support Congressman MELANCON’s 
motion to instruct conferees on H.R. 2864. 
This motion would direct conferees to accept 
provisions that will protect coastal commu-
nities in Louisiana and Mississippi from the 
storm surge of a category 5 hurricane. 

Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf on August 29, 
2005, and was a category 3 hurricane that did 
not even directly hit the affected areas. 

Yet, Katrina was able to inflict monstrous 
and unimaginable damage upon Louisiana 
and the Gulf Coast of Mississippi. One year 
after Hurricane Katrina, the area remains a 
terrible, twisted portrait of lives and families 
and whole communities washed away; home 
by home, block by block, neighborhood by 
neighborhood. 

As a result of Hurricane Katrina: 
More than 1,000 people died. 
The total number of immediately displaced 

people has never been determined. Estimates 
range from the hundreds of thousands to the 
millions. 

The Louisiana parishes of Orleans and St. 
Bernard were especially hard hit by flooding, 
with an estimated 77% of Orleans’s population 
affected, and nearly all residents of St. Ber-
nard. 

In Mississippi, 55% of Hancock County’s 
population is estimated to have been affected 
by flooding and/or structural damage. 

In the greater New Orleans area alone, 
there were 160,000 homes and apartments 
destroyed or heavily damaged by the storm. 

The metro New Orleans area has lost ap-
proximately 400,000 residents. 

The National Flood Insurance Program has 
paid out $17 billion in property damage claims 
in Louisiana alone, only a fraction of total 
damage. 

Hospital capacity in Orleans parish dropped 
in half immediately after the storm. In St. Ber-
nard, there are still no hospitals open. 

The Army Corps of Engineers has only 
begun to raise sinking levees and deal with 
unfinished hurricane protection and flood pre-
vention projects. But, they’re only rebuilding 
the levees to withstand a Category 3 storm, 
Katrina’s level. Prudent planning and common 
sense would dictate that they be raised to Cat-
egory 5 levels to protect the more than two 
million residents along these coasts. 

I urge my colleagues to support and vote for 
this motion to instruct. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to sup-
port this motion, offered by the gentleman 
from Louisiana (Mr. MELANCON), to instruct the 
House conferees to support the maximum 
level of hurricane and storm damage protec-
tion for the communities of coastal Louisiana 
and Mississippi. 

Two weeks ago, this nation honored the 1 
year anniversary of Hurricane Katrina, and the 
devastating impact this storm had on the Gulf 
Coast communities. Over the past year, we 
have had the ability to reflect on the lives and 
livelihoods that were forever changed by Hurri-
cane Katrina, as well as on efforts to restore 
some sense of normalcy to the families and 
communities impacted by the storm. Few na-
tional efforts have been more important than 
those to rebuild the City of New Orleans, and 
the surrounding communities of Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and Alabama. 

Not surprisingly, in the days immediately fol-
lowing Katrina’s devastation, the Federal gov-
ernment spoke with one voice to support the 
rebuilding of Gulf Coast communities. 

President Bush assured the residents of 
New Orleans and the outlying parishes, includ-
ing St. Bernard and Plaquemine parishes, that 
‘‘people are paying attention to them,’’ and it 
was the Federal government’s duty to ‘‘help 
the good folks of this part of the world to get 
back on their feet.’’ 

A few days later, the President stood in 
Jackson Square, New Orleans, and made a 
commitment to rebuild Gulf Coast communities 
‘‘better and stronger than before the storm.’’ 

Recognizing the importance of flood protec-
tion of the Gulf Coast communities, the Presi-
dent assured its citizens that the ‘‘Corps of 
Engineers will work at [the side of state and 
local officials] to make the flood protection 
system stronger than it has ever been before.’’ 

Unfortunately, in the time that has elapsed 
since the President proclaimed these words 
from the heart of New Orleans, the administra-
tion’s commitment to the Gulf Coast commu-
nities has wavered, and his pledge to rebuild 
all of the affected communities ‘‘better and 
stronger than before the storm’’ has fallen by 
the wayside—promises that have fallen victim 
to politics, and a renewed interest in fiscal 
conservatism. 

While the administration may waiver in its 
commitment to help the families affected by 
Hurricane Katrina, I support this motion to in-
struct the conferees to renew Congressional 
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commitment to adequately protect the entire 
Gulf Coast region. 

Mr. Speaker, I find it ironic that this adminis-
tration, which has gone on the offensive criti-
cizing any individual who would question U.S. 
policy in Iraq as ‘‘cutting and running’’ would 
feel comfortable walking away from the plight 
of its own citizenry in the wake of Hurricane 
Katrina. 

On Monday night, marking the fifth anniver-
sary of the September 11th attacks, President 
Bush, speaking of Iraq, proclaimed to the 
American people that ‘‘We would not leave 
until the work is done.’’ However, it would ap-
pear that the message to the residents of in 
many Gulf coast communities is that the U.S. 
government will leave before the work has 
even commenced—and you may be on your 
own in rebuilding your lives. 

That is unconscionable. 
Mr. Speaker, one of the lessons learned 

from experiences of Hurricane Katrina is the 
importance of well designed, and properly 
maintained flood control structures in pro-
tecting lives and livelihoods in the coastal 
areas of Louisiana and Mississippi. These 
structures literally define the areas considered 
safe for homes and businesses to locate, and 
without which, communities, such as the City 
of New Orleans, could not exist. 

While Hurricane Katrina did not destroy all 
of the more than 350 miles of flood control 
structures protecting southeast Louisiana, it 
did expose the weaknesses in a system vital 
to the more than one million residents of the 
region. Katrina was also a stark reminder of 
the importance of proper planning, construc-
tion, and maintenance of flood protection 
projects, because these projects literally pro-
tect the lives of families living behind these 
structures. 

Mr. Speaker, this motion to instruct the con-
ferees on H.R. 2864, the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2005, is important for two 
reasons. 

First, it renews the commitment of Congress 
to provide the maximum level of flood protec-
tion for areas impacted by Hurricane Katrina 
to help its citizens restore their lives and liveli-
hoods. Without adequate flood protection, 
many citizens of the Gulf Coast simply cannot 
start the process of trying to rebuild their lives, 
because, without protection against flood and 
storm surge, they may be unable to obtain af-
fordable flood insurance, mortgages, or other 
financial arrangements necessary to begin the 
process of rebuilding. 

This fact is especially true for the residents 
of St. Bernard Parish, which I inspected on 
foot this past April, and Lower Plaquemines 
Parish, Louisiana—the communities that bore 
the initial force of Hurricane Katrina. In 
Plaquemines Parish, close to one-half of all 
residents experienced some flooding or struc-
tural damage to their homes, and in St. Ber-
nard Parish and the Lower 9th Ward, this 
number is close to 100 percent of homes. 

It is inconceivable that this administration 
would walk away from communities that expe-
rienced such a traumatic devastation, espe-
cially after reassuring citizens that the govern-
ment would help rebuild their communities 
‘‘better and stronger than before the storm,’’ 
We, in Congress, need to stand with one 
voice in support of rebuilding all of the com-
munities affected by this storm. 

The second reason for supporting this mo-
tion is that it draws attention to the fact that 
hurricanes are more than just high wind 
events, but also carry the threat of massive 
storm surges. It is these ‘‘walls of water’’ that 
caused the greatest extent of the damage 
from Hurricane Katrina. 

Those most affected by the hurricane are 
well aware of the impact of storm surges, and 
the headaches that have ensued in the after-
math trying to rebuild these communities. I 
have heard numerous stories of the difficulty 
in convincing insurance companies that hurri-
cane damage can take the form both of wind 
damage and flooding damage. Any Member of 
Congress that has visited this region has 
heard that insurance companies are balking at 
settling claims for water damage, arguing that 
these damages are not covered by storm poli-
cies, because they are not wind damage. 

However, a storm surge is the direct result 
of wind-driven water. As Hurricane Katrina 
moved into the Gulf of Mexico, it pushed water 
in front of the storm, and caused the sea to 
rise by as much as 25 feet in areas of coastal 
Mississippi. But for the hurricane, there would 
have been no storm surge. 

As we move forward with efforts to protect 
communities along the Gulf Coast, we must 
be mindful of the impact both from a hurri-
cane’s winds, but also of the impact that such 
massive storms can cause from wind-driven 
waters. In authorizing new or restored flood 
protection projects to protect the communities 
of the Gulf region, the Corps must ensure that 
projects are designed and constructed to pro-
tect against both the dangers of hurricane 
force winds, but also the threat of massive 
storm-driven waters resulting from these 
storms. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this motion to instruct, and to renew the 
Congressional commitment to restore the lives 
and livelihoods of all residents impacted by 
Hurricane Katrina. 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. MELANCON. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further requests for time, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the motion to instruct. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion to instruct 
offered by the gentleman from Lou-
isiana (Mr. MELANCON). 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. MELANCON. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

FOURTEENTH DALAI LAMA CON-
GRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL ACT 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and pass the 

Senate bill (S. 2784) to award a congres-
sional gold medal to Tenzin Gyatso, 
the Fourteenth Dalai Lama, in recogni-
tion of his many enduring and out-
standing contributions to peace, non- 
violence, human rights, and religious 
understanding. 

The Clerk read as follows 
S. 2784 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Fourteenth 
Dalai Lama Congressional Gold Medal Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds that Tenzin Gyatso, the 
Fourteenth Dalai Lama— 

(1) is recognized in the United States and 
throughout the world as a leading figure of 
moral and religious authority; 

(2) is the unrivaled spiritual and cultural 
leader of the Tibetan people, and has used 
his leadership to promote democracy, free-
dom, and peace for the Tibetan people 
through a negotiated settlement of the Tibet 
issue, based on autonomy within the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China; 

(3) has led the effort to preserve the rich 
cultural, religious, and linguistic heritage of 
the Tibetan people and to promote the safe-
guarding of other endangered cultures 
throughout the world; 

(4) was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 
1989 for his efforts to promote peace and non- 
violence throughout the globe, and to find 
democratic reconciliation for the Tibetan 
people through his ‘‘Middle Way’’ approach; 

(5) has significantly advanced the goal of 
greater understanding, tolerance, harmony, 
and respect among the different religious 
faiths of the world through interfaith dia-
logue and outreach to other religious lead-
ers; and 

(6) has used his moral authority to pro-
mote the concept of universal responsibility 
as a guiding tenet for how human beings 
should treat one another and the planet we 
share. 
SEC. 3. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL. 

(a) PRESENTATION AUTHORIZED.—The 
Speaker of the House of Representatives and 
the President Pro Tempore of the Senate 
shall make appropriate arrangements for the 
presentation, on behalf of the Congress, of a 
gold medal of appropriate design, to Tenzin 
Gyatso, the Fourteenth Dalai Lama, in rec-
ognition of his many enduring contributions 
to peace and religious understanding. 

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For purposes of 
the presentation referred to in subsection 
(a), the Secretary of the Treasury (referred 
to in this Act as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall 
strike a gold medal with suitable emblems, 
devices, and inscriptions to be determined by 
the Secretary. 
SEC. 4. DUPLICATE MEDALS. 

The Secretary may strike and sell dupli-
cates in bronze of the gold medal struck pur-
suant to section 3 under such regulations as 
the Secretary may prescribe, at a price suffi-
cient to cover the cost thereof, including 
labor, materials, dies, use of machinery, and 
overhead expenses, and the cost of the gold 
medal. 
SEC. 5. STATUS OF MEDALS. 

(a) NATIONAL MEDALS.—The medals struck 
pursuant to this Act are national medals for 
purposes of chapter 51 of title 31, United 
States Code. 

(b) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of 
sections 5134 and 5136 of title 31, United 
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