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whether it was right or wrong. In principle, any 
resort to violence is wrong.’’ 

Consider also these thoughts from the Dalai 
Lama regarding the terrible pointlessness of 
war: 

‘‘We have seen that we cannot solve human 
problems by fighting. Problems resulting from 
differences in opinion must be resolved 
through the gradual process of dialogue. Un-
doubtedly, wars produce victors and losers; 
but only temporarily. Victory or defeat resulting 
from wars cannot be long-lasting. Secondly, 
our world has become so interdependent that 
the defeat of one country must impact the rest 
of the world, or cause all of us to suffer losses 
either directly or indirectly.’’ 

‘‘Today, the world is so small and so inter-
dependent that the concept of war has be-
come anachronistic, an outmoded approach. 
As a rule, we always talk about reform and 
changes. Among the old traditions, there are 
many aspects that are either ill-suited to our 
present reality or are counterproductive due to 
their shortsightedness. These, we have con-
signed to the dustbin of history. War too 
should be relegated to the dustbin of history.’’ 

‘‘Of course, the militaristic tradition may not 
end easily. But, let us think of this. If there 
were bloodshed, people in positions of power, 
or those who are responsible, will find safe 
places; they will escape the consequent hard-
ship. They will find safety for themselves, one 
way or the other. But what about the poor 
people, the defenseless people, the children, 
the old and infirm. They are the ones who will 
have to bear the brunt of devastation. When 
weapons are fired, the result will be death and 
destruction. Weapons will not discriminate be-
tween the innocent and guilty. A missile, once 
fired, will show no respect to the innocent, 
poor, defenseless, or those worthy of compas-
sion. Therefore, the real losers will be the poor 
and defenseless, ones who are completely in-
nocent, and those who lead a hand-to-mouth 
existence.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, in closing let me join my col-
leagues in stating my tremendous respect for 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama. While I cannot 
agree with forcible taxation to pay for gold 
medals, I certainly hope Congress takes the 
teaching of His Holiness to heart and begins 
to rethink our aggressive, interventionist for-
eign policy. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in strong support of S. 2784, which au-
thorizes the awarding of the Congressional 
Gold Medal to Tenzin Gyatso, the 14th Dalai 
Lama. The Congressional Gold Medal is the 
highest expression of national appreciation for 
exceptional service and for lifetime contribu-
tions. The medal has been awarded to individ-
uals from all walks of life. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and Coretta Scott King, Pope John 
Paul II, the Navajo Code Talkers, Rosa Parks, 
Frank Sinatra, and Elie Wiesel are among 
those who have been honored. The Dalai 
Lama is well qualified to join the list of individ-
uals who have received this most distin-
guished of honors. 

Tenzin Gyatso, the Fourteenth Dalai Lama 
is recognized in the United States and 
throughout the world as a leading figure of 
moral and religious authority. He is the 
unrivaled spiritual and cultural leader of the Ti-
betan people, and has used his leadership to 

promote democracy, freedom, and peace for 
the Tibetan people through a negotiated set-
tlement of the Tibet issue, based on autonomy 
within the People’s Republic of China. 

This Dalai Lama has led the effort to pre-
serve the rich cultural, religious, and linguistic 
heritage of the Tibetan people and to promote 
the safeguarding of other endangered cultures 
throughout the world. 

For his efforts on behalf of humanity, this 
Dalai Lama was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1989. His efforts to promote peace 
and nonviolence throughout the globe, and to 
find democratic reconciliation for the Tibetan 
people through his ‘‘Middle Way’’ approach 
has won him world-wide acclaim. 

This Dalai Lama has significantly advanced 
the goal of greater understanding, tolerance, 
harmony, and respect among the different reli-
gious faiths of the world through interfaith dia-
logue and outreach to other religious leaders 
and, perhaps most important, he has used his 
moral authority to promote the concept of uni-
versal responsibility as a guiding tenet for how 
human beings should treat one another and 
the planet we share. 

For these reasons, I strongly support S. 
2784 and urge my colleagues to join me in 
voting to award the Congressional Gold Medal 
to Tenzin Gyatso, the 14th Dalai Lama. 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of 
S. 2784 to award a congressional gold metal 
to Tenzin Gyatso, the Fourteenth Dalai Lama, 
in recognition of his many enduring and out-
standing contributions to peace, non-violence, 
human rights, and religious understanding. 

I am honored to support the Dalai Lama to 
receive the Congressional Gold Metal. He has 
dedicated himself to the Tibetan people and 
the pursuit freedom. He is the head of state 
and spiritual leader of the Tibetan people—the 
epitome of strength and courage, revered 
around the world for his commitment to the 
cause of human rights and religious free-
dom—a man who wants only to be able to re-
turn to his country in peace and to lead his 
people in the practice of their religion. He had 
led the effort to preserve the rich cultural herit-
age of the Tibetan people. 

I traveled to Tibet in 1997 and saw with my 
own eyes the suffering the Tibetan people en-
dure. I visited monasteries and talked with 
many people. Several monks spoke to me in 
secret and shared with me the horrors taking 
place in Tibet. I heard stories of monks and 
nuns who were dragged away to prison and 
tortured. 

These monks and nuns are not alone. Reli-
gious persecution is spread across China. 
Catholic bishops are in prisons and labor 
camps. Protestant House Church leaders are 
routinely harassed and detained. Large num-
bers of Muslims in China are in prison be-
cause of their faith. Young Muslim Uighur 
boys and girls are not even allowed to enter 
a mosque until they are 18-years-old. 

I have been standing on the floor of this 
House talking about human rights in China 
and the Dalai Lama for two decades. The 
world is now looking for resolutions to the 
human rights problems in China and Tibet. 
There has been a dialogue taking place be-
tween the Dalai Lama’s envoys and the Chi-
nese, and that is good. But we now need to 
see some concrete results from these talks. 
The Tibetan people deserve to live in peace. 

I am proud to support the Dalai Lama for 
the Congressional Gold Medal. He has kept 
the cause of human rights alive in Tibet and 
in other places around the globe. He is a true 
hero to me and many others throughout the 
world. 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I fully support 
this legislation to bestow the Congressional 
Gold Medal upon Tenzin Gyatso, the 14th 
Dalai Lama. His Holiness is a spiritual beacon 
for thousands, and he has traveled the world 
to develop common ground among different 
faiths. He stands for and embodies peace and 
harmony. 

I also honor the Dalai Lama for his con-
tinuing work to expand freedoms for the Ti-
betan people. Under Chinese rule, the human 
rights situation in Tibet is reprehensible—reli-
gious and political freedoms are severely cur-
tailed and thousands of Tibetans have died. 
Practicing compassion and non-violence, the 
Dalai Lama has met with world leaders and 
has attempted to engage the Chinese govern-
ment to reach a solution that will give freedom 
to his people. Regrettably, the Chinese gov-
ernment has been stubborn in its resistence, 
but I hope they will soon have a change of 
mind and heart about the situation in Tibet. 

As a spiritual force and as a head of state, 
the Dalai Lama shows us all the meaning of 
peace and compassion. He deserves this 
honor, and I thank the leadership for bringing 
the bill before us. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of our time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 
2784. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate bill was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

EXTENDING THANKS TO DEFENSE 
POW/MISSING PERSONNEL OF-
FICE FOR EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE 
ACCOUNTING OF ALL AMERI-
CANS UNACCOUNTED FOR AS A 
RESULT OF THE VIETNAM WAR 

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 444) 
extending the thanks of Congress and 
the Nation to the Defense POW/Missing 
Personnel office, the Joint POW/MIA 
Accounting Command of the Depart-
ment of Defense, the Armed Forces 
DNA Identification Laboratory, the Air 
Force Life Sciences Equipment Labora-
tory, and the military departments and 
to the Socialist Republic of Vietnam 
for their efforts to achieve the fullest 
possible accounting of all Americans 
unaccounted for as a result of the Viet-
nam War, as amended. 
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The Clerk read as follows 

H. CON. RES. 444 
Whereas the Defense POW/Missing Per-

sonnel Office (DPMO), an element of the Of-
fice of the Secretary of Defense, exercises 
policy, control and oversight within the De-
partment of Defense of the process of inves-
tigation, analysis, recovery, and fullest pos-
sible accounting of Americans missing as a 
result of the Nation’s previous wars and con-
flicts; 

Whereas the Joint POW/MIA Accounting 
Command (JPAC), located on the island of 
Oahu in Hawaii, is charged with the mission 
of conducting investigations, analysis, re-
covery, and identifications to achieve the 
fullest possible accounting of all Americans 
missing as a result of the Nation’s wars and 
conflicts; 

Whereas the laboratory portion of that 
command, referred to as the Central Identi-
fication Laboratory, is the largest forensic 
anthropology laboratory in the world; 

Whereas the Armed Forces DNA Identifica-
tion Laboratory (AFDIL), located in Rock-
ville, Maryland, is one of the leading labora-
tories in the world for processing degraded 
skeletal remains and family references for 
mitochondrial DNA; 

Whereas the Air Force Life Sciences 
Equipment Laboratory (LSEL), located in 
San Antonio, Texas, houses the most com-
prehensive technical library and collection 
of life sciences equipment used by the Armed 
Forces, to include analysts for artifact iden-
tification; 

Whereas National POW/MIA Recognition 
Day is one of the six days specified in section 
902 of title 36, United States Code, as days on 
which the National League of Families POW/ 
MIA flag is to be flown over specified Federal 
facilities and national cemeteries, post of-
fices, and military installations; 

Whereas as of September 15, 2006, the re-
mains of 60 Americans unaccounted for from 
the Korean War have been recovered, and 
these remains have been repatriated, identi-
fied, and returned to their families; 

Whereas as of September 15, 2006, the re-
mains of more than 375 Americans unac-
counted for from World War II, the Cold War, 
and other conflicts fought by the United 
States have been recovered throughout the 
world, and these remains have been repatri-
ated, identified, and returned to their fami-
lies; 

Whereas the improved access of represent-
atives of the United States to information in 
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic, and the King-
dom of Cambodia has resulted in the recov-
ery and repatriation of the remains of Amer-
icans unaccounted for from the Vietnam 
War; 

Whereas as of September 15, 2006, 216 Joint 
Field Actions have been conducted in Viet-
nam, Laos, and Cambodia, which has re-
sulted in the recovery of the remains of 841 
Americans unaccounted for from the Viet-
nam War, and these remains have been repa-
triated, identified, and returned to their 
families; 

Whereas the United States has a historic 
commitment to the recovery of, and the full-
est accounting of, Americans who are miss-
ing as a result of the Nation’s wars and con-
flicts; and 

Whereas every member of the United 
States Armed Forces who is unaccounted for 
as a result of service to the Nation is equally 
important, regardless of the time or place of 
the war or conflict: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress— 

(1) recognizes that National POW/MIA Rec-
ognition Day is one of the six days specified 
by section 902 of title 36, United States Code, 
as days on which the National League of 
Families POW/MIA flag is to be flown over 
specified Federal facilities and national 
cemeteries, military installations, and post 
offices; 

(2) applauds the personnel of the Defense 
POW/Missing Personnel Office, the Joint 
POW/MIA Accounting Command of the De-
partment of Defense, the Armed Forces DNA 
Identification Laboratory, the Air Force Life 
Sciences Equipment Laboratory, and the 
military departments for continuing their 
mission of achieving the fullest possible ac-
counting of all Americans unaccounted for 
as a result of the Nation’s previous wars and 
conflicts; 

(3) extends its appreciation and the appre-
ciation of the people of the United States to 
the personnel of those offices, commands, 
and laboratories in the United States, the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam, the Lao Peo-
ple’s Democratic Republic, and the Kingdom 
of Cambodia for their efforts to achieve the 
fullest possible accounting of all Americans 
who remain unaccounted for as a result of 
the Vietnam War; 

(4) encourages the United States Govern-
ment to use all available means to continue 
the mission described in paragraph (2) at cur-
rent or greater levels until the fullest pos-
sible accounting missing Americans is 
achieved; 

(5) recognizes that the efforts and involve-
ment of POW/MIA families and veterans con-
tribute significantly to the fullest possible 
accounting of missing Americans; 

(6) recognizes the assistance of host na-
tions in supporting the efforts of the United 
States Government to achieve the fullest 
possible accounting of all Americans unac-
counted for as a result of the Nation’s pre-
vious wars and conflicts; 

(7) extends its appreciation to Vietnam, 
Laos, and Cambodia for continued assistance 
and cooperation in the humane recovery, re-
patriation, and identification of the remains 
of Americas still unaccounted for from the 
Vietnam War; and 

(8) encourages all host nations to assist 
and cooperate in the humane recovery, repa-
triation, and identification of the remains of 
Americans unaccounted for as a result of the 
Nation’s previous wars and conflicts. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. SIMMONS) and the 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
BUTTERFIELD) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Connecticut. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks on the 
resolution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Connecticut? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I am honored to rise in support of H. 

Con. Res. 444, recognizing the difficult, 
demanding and essential work of the 
Defense/POW Missing Personnel Office, 
or DPMO, and all the others devoted to 

bringing home fallen U.S. servicemem-
bers. DPMO makes sure that none of 
our men and women in uniform are for-
gotten or left behind on the field of 
battle. 

This Friday, we will observe National 
POW/MIA Recognition Day, and I am 
pleased that passage of this resolution 
will send a message of sincere thanks 
to all who remain dedicated, vigilant 
and loyal to unaccounted for Ameri-
cans. 

Although he cannot be here with us 
tonight, I would like to recognize my 
colleague and fellow Vietnam veteran 
Congressman LANE EVANS, who was a 
cosponsor of this resolution and a fel-
low member of the House Armed Serv-
ices Committee. My good friend from 
Illinois also shares with me co-chair re-
sponsibilities on the United States- 
Vietnam Congressional Caucus which 
we established several years ago. Con-
gressman EVANS is retiring at the end 
of this Congress, and I thank him for 
his friendship and for his service. He is 
a former marine, and he has been a 
great friend to members of all the 
branches of service. I say to him to-
night, LANE, Semper Fi. 

This resolution tonight is especially 
meaningful to Connecticut’s Second 
District. In June 1972, CPT Arnold 
Holm of Waterford, Connecticut, was 
shot down over the central highlands of 
Vietnam. Captain Holm and the two 
members of his flight crew, PFC Wayne 
Bibbs and SP4 Robin Yeakley, were of-
ficially listed as missing in action. 

Numerous searches for the crash site 
of their helicopter were unsuccessful, 
but the dedicated individuals of the 
DPMO did not give up. Just a few 
weeks ago, nearly 35 years after the 
helicopter was shot down, the field 
team in Vietnam appears to have lo-
cated Captain Holm’s crash site. I can-
not tell you what this means to his 
wife Margarete Holm and to the fam-
ily. It brings a sense of closure that is 
indescribable to anyone who has not 
experienced the profound emotions of 
personal loss that goes with having a 
family member as missing in action. 

This resolution gives thanks to all of 
those who have worked to bring home 
America’s POWs and MIAs. It reaffirms 
our commitment to our fellow Ameri-
cans who have earned the right to be 
called heroes. 

Americans are unique in this regard 
because we never leave our own behind. 
It is part of our national character 
that we do not write off those lost in 
defense of our Nation, no matter where 
they are, no matter how long they have 
been lost. 

The U.S. Army Central Identification 
Laboratory located in Hawaii has an 
important mission. Their task is to 
search for, recover and identify the re-
mains of servicemembers, certain civil-
ian personnel and allied personnel un-
accounted for from World War II, the 
Korean War, Vietnam War and all 
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other conflicts. DPMO has brought 
home and identified hundreds of pre-
viously unaccounted for servicemem-
bers, which is a costly and dangerous 
assignment. Americans, Vietnamese 
and others have lost their lives in 
search of their lost brothers, but we 
continue to support their mission be-
cause their work is a critical element 
of who we are. 

DPMO’s mission is critical to the 
military families who live with ambi-
guity and await closure. By continuing 
the search, we honor their service and 
their sacrifice. 

I have already shared the story of 
Captain Holm. I have another. Robert 
Dumas lives in Canterbury, Con-
necticut. For more than 50 years, he 
has been searching for his brother 
Roger, who was a POW in Korea. He 
has been to Washington, D.C., more 
than 100 times and has met with Mem-
bers of Congress and anyone else who 
might be able to help him uncover the 
fate of his brother. Bob Dumas prom-
ised his mother on her deathbed that 
he would never abandon the effort to 
find his brother, and he has kept his 
word. That is what this resolution is 
all about, keeping our word to those 
who have served and to their families. 

Men like Roger Dumas, Arnie Holm 
and millions of others throughout our 
Nation’s history have put their lives on 
the line for us. Some of them never re-
turned and the fate of the others re-
mains uncertain, but we owe it to them 
and to their families to try to bring 
them home. 

The governments of Vietnam and 
Laos and Cambodia and other Nations 
throughout Southeast Asia also de-
serve our thanks. They have been in-
strumental in the search for missing 
U.S. servicemembers. In many cases, 
Vietnamese soldiers and officials have 
risked and lost their lives in the pur-
suit of American POWs and MIA re-
mains. 

When I put my dog tags on over 40 
years ago, I noticed that they did not 
give any indication of my political af-
filiation, and when you visit the graves 
of our heroes at nearby Arlington Cem-
etery you will notice the same thing. 
None of the markers identify the sol-
diers’ political affiliations. We do not 
wear the uniform of our country as 
members of a political party but as 
Americans. We do not continue to 
search for our missing servicemen and 
women as members of a political party 
but as Americans. 

We will continue to support the ef-
forts of the DPMO all around the world 
because these efforts are important. We 
will never give up the work, the hope 
or the commitment, and I ask all of my 
colleagues to join in support of this im-
portant resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise in support of H. Con. Res. 444 
and thank my friend Mr. SIMMONS from 
Connecticut for bringing this resolu-
tion forward this evening. 

Mr. Speaker, this resolution is an ex-
pression of appreciation of the Con-
gress and the Nation to the personnel 
of the Department of Defense organiza-
tions and military departments who 
are engaged in the mission to achieve 
the fullest possible accounting for all 
unaccounted servicemembers in past 
and current conflicts. 

It also recognizes the POW/MIA fami-
lies and the veterans for their support 
and foreign Nations that have assisted 
in these endeavors, and so I am pleased 
to join my friend from Connecticut in 
support of this measure, and I thank 
him for bringing it forward. 

Mr. Speaker, on the third Friday of 
each September our Nation pays trib-
ute to our prisoners of war and those 
still missing in action during National 
POW/MIA Recognition Day. On Sep-
tember 15, we will honor America’s 
POWs and all those who have worked 
and continue the effort to leave no 
servicemember behind. 

b 2045 

There are thousands of people that 
support these efforts, from teams on 
the ground who conduct investigations, 
analysis and recovery, to those within 
the Department of Defense Mission 
Personnel Office, who are responsible 
for developing the policies and the con-
trols and oversight. Each and every 
day these dedicated individuals are 
working to bring home our missing 
sons and daughters who have served 
their Nation in uniform. 

The joint POW/MIA Accounting Com-
mand in Hawaii oversees these mis-
sions. The Central Identification Lab-
oratory is the largest forensic anthro-
pology laboratory in the world. The 
Armed Forces DNA Identification Lab-
oratory in Maryland is one of the lead-
ing laboratories in the world that han-
dles degraded skeletal remains to de-
termine DNA results, and the Air 
Force Life Sciences Equipment Labora-
tory in Texas is home to the most com-
prehensive technical library and collec-
tion of life sciences equipment used by 
the Armed Forces. 

But all of our efforts would be for 
naught, Mr. Speaker, if we did not have 
the support and cooperation of other 
nations, such as the Laos People’s 
Democratic Republic, the Socialist Re-
public of Vietnam, and the Kingdom of 
Cambodia, in helping us achieve the 
fullest possible accounting of all Amer-
icans who remain unaccounted from 
past and current conflicts. 

However, even with the state-of-the- 
art laboratories and highly trained per-
sonnel and the support of foreign na-
tions, we could not be successful as we 
have been without the support of the 
families. Yes, the families and the 
loved ones of those missing in action 

and those who were captured and re-
turned home. The support of these fam-
ilies and that of our POWs has been im-
measurable. We would not be here 
today in support of National POW/MIA 
Recognition Day without their encour-
agement and without their advocacy. 

On Friday, National POW/MIA Rec-
ognition Day will be one of the six days 
specified by law that the National 
League of Families POW/MIA flag is re-
quired to be flown over certain Federal 
buildings, over certain national ceme-
teries, military installations, and post 
offices. The flag will fly as a reminder 
for all Americans to remember those 
who remain missing in action and 
those who were captured and have re-
turned home. 

And so, Mr. Speaker, let us also take 
this special moment to recognize those 
of the current conflict, the current 
conflict who remain missing: SGT 
Keith ‘‘Matt’’ Maupin, United States 
Army Reserves, and MAJ Jill Metzger, 
United States Air Force. Our thoughts 
and our prayers are with them and 
with their families and the families of 
those whose loved ones remain missing 
from previous conflicts. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, I would 
simply like to close by thanking my 
colleague, the gentleman from North 
Carolina, who serves with great dis-
tinction on the House Armed Services 
Committee, serves our country in a bi-
partisan fashion, for his contribution 
and his cooperation on this resolution 
here tonight. 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, on June 29, 
2006, my colleague, Mr. SIMMONS, and I intro-
duced H. Con. Res. 444, extending the thanks 
of Congress and the Nation to the Defense 
POW/Missing Personnel Office, the Joint 
POW/MIA Accounting Command of the De-
partment of Defense, the Armed Forces DNA 
Identification Laboratory, the Air Force Life 
Sciences Equipment Laboratory, and the mili-
tary departments and to the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam for their efforts to achieve the full-
est possible accounting of all Americans unac-
counted for as a result of the Nation’s pre-
vious wars and conflicts. I am honored to 
stand before you today in support of this reso-
lution. 

On Friday we will celebrate National POW/ 
MIA Recognition Day. As a Vietnam-era vet-
eran I am deeply touched by the opportunity 
to discuss this resolution on the floor so close 
to this important day of recognition. It is dif-
ficult for me to understand that over 30 years 
after the end of hostilities in Vietnam, 1,802 
Americans are still unaccounted for in South-
east Asia. It is only through the hard work and 
cooperation of the people, officials and gov-
ernments of Vietnam and the United States 
that the remains of 604 Americans have been 
identified and returned to the United States. 
They are the heroes who are helping to bring 
closure and peace to so many American fami-
lies. 

I urge all my colleagues to vote in support 
of this long overdue recognition and send a 
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heartfelt message to all the individuals in-
volved in the identification and recovery efforts 
that a thankful Nation values and appreciates 
the work they do. 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I was 
pleased to learn of the recovery of one of our 
Nation’s fighting women who had been miss-
ing in Kyrgyzstan for more than 3 days. After 
being kidnapped, Maj. Metzger spent 80 hours 
in captivity before escaping her abductors. Her 
resilience is remarkable and her resolve 
serves as another example of the superior 
character of the men and women of our Air 
Force and our other Armed Services. 

I am most pleased to hear of her safe re-
turn. I wish the very best for the Metzger fam-
ily, and continue to pray for the safe return of 
Sergeant Keith ‘‘Matt’’ Maupin, United States 
Army Reserves, who has been missing since 
April of 2004. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further requests for time, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Likewise, Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. 
SIMMONS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 444, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The title of the concurrent resolution 
was amended so as to read: ‘‘Concur-
rent resolution extending the apprecia-
tion of Congress and the Nation to the 
Department of Defense organizations, 
military departments, and personnel 
engaged in the mission to achieve the 
fullest possible accounting for all 
Americans unaccounted for as a result 
of the Nation’s wars, to the POW/MIA 
families and veterans who support the 
mission, and to foreign nations that as-
sist in the mission.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each 

f 

NARCOTICS PROBLEM IN 
AFGHANISTAN 

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to claim Mr. POE’s 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Indiana 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
IN MEMORY OF TOM JEHL 

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, my sub-
ject for tonight is on Afghanistan and 

the narcotics problem, but before I ad-
dress that, I would like to insert into 
the RECORD an excellent newspaper ar-
ticle about Tom Jehl, who died Tues-
day in Fort Wayne. 

He had this tremendous love for the 
University of St. Francis and Fort 
Wayne football team, and that love and 
this story is about how it kept him 
alive in the drive for the national 
championship, and how this year it is 
the inspiration for that team. 

This is in NAIA, not Notre Dame’s di-
vision. They will be the national 
champ in that division, but the Univer-
sity of St. Francis has been in the 
championship for the last few years, 
and Tom Jehl was their biggest cheer-
leader, and he is going to be sorely 
missed in Fort Wayne, and I hope it in-
spires the team, the Cougars, to go all 
the way this year. 
[From the Fort Wayne News—Sentinel, Sept. 

13, 2006] 
In January 2005, Fort Wayne businessman 

and Lifetime Sports Academy co-founder 
Tom Jehl was diagnosed with aggressive 
strains of carcinoma and sarcoma cancers. A 
few weeks later, doctors at the Mayo Clinic 
told Jehl he had six months to live. 

Jehl died Tuesday at age 76. This story is 
how he turned that prediction into 21 months 
with the help of some young friends. 

When Jehl was informed of his diagnosis, 
one of the first people he called was Univer-
sity of Saint Francis Football coach Kevin 
Donley. The pair had met eight years earlier 
while waiting to participate in an hour-long 
radio sports show. 

‘‘I didn’t know anything about Lifetime 
Sports Academy and Tom Jehl,’’ Donley 
said, ‘‘and he didn’t know anything about me 
and thought I was a fool to start a football 
team at Saint Francis. I thought, ‘This guy’s 
getting a half-hour of my deal,’ and he’s 
thinking, ‘I’m getting a half-hour of his deal 
and they’ll never play a game.’ ’’ 

Almost, but not quite. 
‘‘I was trying not to listen to him,’’ Jehl 

said a few weeks ago, laughing. ‘‘Out of the 
corner of my ear I hear him say ‘We intend 
to win a national championship,’ and I was 
like, Oh, brother, are we bringing a caseload 
to Fort Wayne! And he’s on before me?’ ’’ 

A former Central Catholic quarterback, 
class of 1948, Jehl’s first love was football. He 
played his college ball at Loras College in 
Dubuque, Iowa, before joining the Air Force, 
and it had always been his dream that Fort 
Wayne high school players would have a 
closer option. A few weeks after their meet-
ing, Jehl walked into Donley’s office and 
asked how he could help. 

Over the next few years, Jehl helped the 
school name the football stadium after 
Bishop John M. D’Arcy and then was the 
major contributor to get artificial turf for 
the stadium. 

‘‘I don’t think we’d be where we are with 
our football program without him,’’ Donley 
said. ‘‘He’s been such a mentor to me and a 
friend to me and has helped me in this com-
munity to know what the heck to do. He 
turned out to be one of the best friends I 
have in life.’’ 

In April 2005, Donley and Saint Francis 
President Sister M. Elise Kriss asked Jehl to 
attend a healing prayer Mass at Trinity Hall. 
When Jehl and his wife, Marg, arrived early, 
Kriss said Donley wanted them to stop by a 
spring football practice. 

As Jehl approached the field, Donley dis-
missed the players. The Jehls and Kriss 
walked to the front of the building where the 
team was waiting, pointing up to ‘‘Tom Jehl 
Football Complex’’ posted on the side of the 
building. 

‘‘I had no clue,’’ Jehl said. ‘‘I never heard 
a cheer so loud in all my life. Then I 
thought, ‘What the heck am I going to 
say?’ ’’ 

Afterward Donley made a few remarks, 
talking about how the players had been 
praying for Jehl every day and were dedi-
cating the season to him. 

Jehl remembered making a few comments, 
mostly saying the right things, including 
telling the players maybe he could make it 
to the first game in September. 

‘‘Mr. Jehl, the final game is Dec. 15, and 
you aren’t getting off the hook until then,’’ 
linebacker Brian Kurtz said. ‘‘You’re going 
to be around here until Dec. 15, and we’re 
going to win it all for you.’’ 

The players presented Jehl with a silver 
ring from their runner-up finish in 2004 and 
told him the goal was to get him a gold one 
the next season. Jehl said he’d try. After all, 
the Cougars had lost the title in the final 
seconds and would be favored to return to 
the championship game. 

‘‘I kind of got revved up a little bit, and I 
had been pretty negative about the whole fu-
ture of my health,’’ Jehl said. ‘‘I wasn’t 
doing myself any good walking around and 
talking about my time period and such. 
About a week after the Mass, I began to 
change completely. I figured they went to all 
that trouble, so who was I to walk around 
with such a negative attitude?’’ 

The doctors’ prognosis never wavered, but 
Jehl kept fighting with natural herbs, pray-
ers and encouragement. 

Inhaling energy from the children at Life-
time Sports Academy, he made it through 
the summer as the Cougars prepared for an-
other title try. With Jehl watching every 
game from the sidelines, the Cougars kept 
rolling. 

‘‘It was like living in one of the most unbe-
lievable stories of all time, and I felt it all 
the way,’’ Jehl said. ‘‘They knew I was there, 
and I knew they were there. They put their 
heart into it, and many said they’d be pray-
ing for me every day.’’ 

The Cougars again reached the national 
title game. Jehl flew to the game with 
friends and gave a pre-game prayer, saying 
‘‘Let’s finish the job,’’ at the end. 

This time the score wasn’t so close. Carroll 
College won 27–10. 

After the game, Jehl didn’t say anything 
to the players, just climbed on the plane for 
the ride home. He knew there was nothing he 
could say. 

‘‘The other team was more ready for us,’’ 
he said. ‘‘It was a good fight, and a couple of 
plays turned things around. They came that 
close. I think that if they had won that 
game, I’d have been cured right there.’’ 

But the cancer was spreading, and Jehl 
spent more time than ever this summer at 
Lifetime Sports Academy, talking with 
coaches and enjoying the kids. 

Though he was unable to go to the Cou-
gars’ season-opening game in Iowa last Sat-
urday, he attended the Saint Francis pre-
season scrimmage two weeks ago, 15 months 
past his original diagnosis. 

NARCOTICS PROBLEM IN AFGHANISTAN 
Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, the 

temptation in Afghanistan right now is 
to say, I told you so. I have been trying 
not to jump up and down and say, I 
told you so, but I can’t resist doing it 
at least once: I told you so. 
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