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heartfelt message to all the individuals in-
volved in the identification and recovery efforts 
that a thankful Nation values and appreciates 
the work they do. 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I was 
pleased to learn of the recovery of one of our 
Nation’s fighting women who had been miss-
ing in Kyrgyzstan for more than 3 days. After 
being kidnapped, Maj. Metzger spent 80 hours 
in captivity before escaping her abductors. Her 
resilience is remarkable and her resolve 
serves as another example of the superior 
character of the men and women of our Air 
Force and our other Armed Services. 

I am most pleased to hear of her safe re-
turn. I wish the very best for the Metzger fam-
ily, and continue to pray for the safe return of 
Sergeant Keith ‘‘Matt’’ Maupin, United States 
Army Reserves, who has been missing since 
April of 2004. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further requests for time, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Likewise, Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. 
SIMMONS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 444, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The title of the concurrent resolution 
was amended so as to read: ‘‘Concur-
rent resolution extending the apprecia-
tion of Congress and the Nation to the 
Department of Defense organizations, 
military departments, and personnel 
engaged in the mission to achieve the 
fullest possible accounting for all 
Americans unaccounted for as a result 
of the Nation’s wars, to the POW/MIA 
families and veterans who support the 
mission, and to foreign nations that as-
sist in the mission.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each 

f 

NARCOTICS PROBLEM IN 
AFGHANISTAN 

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to claim Mr. POE’s 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Indiana 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
IN MEMORY OF TOM JEHL 

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, my sub-
ject for tonight is on Afghanistan and 

the narcotics problem, but before I ad-
dress that, I would like to insert into 
the RECORD an excellent newspaper ar-
ticle about Tom Jehl, who died Tues-
day in Fort Wayne. 

He had this tremendous love for the 
University of St. Francis and Fort 
Wayne football team, and that love and 
this story is about how it kept him 
alive in the drive for the national 
championship, and how this year it is 
the inspiration for that team. 

This is in NAIA, not Notre Dame’s di-
vision. They will be the national 
champ in that division, but the Univer-
sity of St. Francis has been in the 
championship for the last few years, 
and Tom Jehl was their biggest cheer-
leader, and he is going to be sorely 
missed in Fort Wayne, and I hope it in-
spires the team, the Cougars, to go all 
the way this year. 
[From the Fort Wayne News—Sentinel, Sept. 

13, 2006] 
In January 2005, Fort Wayne businessman 

and Lifetime Sports Academy co-founder 
Tom Jehl was diagnosed with aggressive 
strains of carcinoma and sarcoma cancers. A 
few weeks later, doctors at the Mayo Clinic 
told Jehl he had six months to live. 

Jehl died Tuesday at age 76. This story is 
how he turned that prediction into 21 months 
with the help of some young friends. 

When Jehl was informed of his diagnosis, 
one of the first people he called was Univer-
sity of Saint Francis Football coach Kevin 
Donley. The pair had met eight years earlier 
while waiting to participate in an hour-long 
radio sports show. 

‘‘I didn’t know anything about Lifetime 
Sports Academy and Tom Jehl,’’ Donley 
said, ‘‘and he didn’t know anything about me 
and thought I was a fool to start a football 
team at Saint Francis. I thought, ‘This guy’s 
getting a half-hour of my deal,’ and he’s 
thinking, ‘I’m getting a half-hour of his deal 
and they’ll never play a game.’ ’’ 

Almost, but not quite. 
‘‘I was trying not to listen to him,’’ Jehl 

said a few weeks ago, laughing. ‘‘Out of the 
corner of my ear I hear him say ‘We intend 
to win a national championship,’ and I was 
like, Oh, brother, are we bringing a caseload 
to Fort Wayne! And he’s on before me?’ ’’ 

A former Central Catholic quarterback, 
class of 1948, Jehl’s first love was football. He 
played his college ball at Loras College in 
Dubuque, Iowa, before joining the Air Force, 
and it had always been his dream that Fort 
Wayne high school players would have a 
closer option. A few weeks after their meet-
ing, Jehl walked into Donley’s office and 
asked how he could help. 

Over the next few years, Jehl helped the 
school name the football stadium after 
Bishop John M. D’Arcy and then was the 
major contributor to get artificial turf for 
the stadium. 

‘‘I don’t think we’d be where we are with 
our football program without him,’’ Donley 
said. ‘‘He’s been such a mentor to me and a 
friend to me and has helped me in this com-
munity to know what the heck to do. He 
turned out to be one of the best friends I 
have in life.’’ 

In April 2005, Donley and Saint Francis 
President Sister M. Elise Kriss asked Jehl to 
attend a healing prayer Mass at Trinity Hall. 
When Jehl and his wife, Marg, arrived early, 
Kriss said Donley wanted them to stop by a 
spring football practice. 

As Jehl approached the field, Donley dis-
missed the players. The Jehls and Kriss 
walked to the front of the building where the 
team was waiting, pointing up to ‘‘Tom Jehl 
Football Complex’’ posted on the side of the 
building. 

‘‘I had no clue,’’ Jehl said. ‘‘I never heard 
a cheer so loud in all my life. Then I 
thought, ‘What the heck am I going to 
say?’ ’’ 

Afterward Donley made a few remarks, 
talking about how the players had been 
praying for Jehl every day and were dedi-
cating the season to him. 

Jehl remembered making a few comments, 
mostly saying the right things, including 
telling the players maybe he could make it 
to the first game in September. 

‘‘Mr. Jehl, the final game is Dec. 15, and 
you aren’t getting off the hook until then,’’ 
linebacker Brian Kurtz said. ‘‘You’re going 
to be around here until Dec. 15, and we’re 
going to win it all for you.’’ 

The players presented Jehl with a silver 
ring from their runner-up finish in 2004 and 
told him the goal was to get him a gold one 
the next season. Jehl said he’d try. After all, 
the Cougars had lost the title in the final 
seconds and would be favored to return to 
the championship game. 

‘‘I kind of got revved up a little bit, and I 
had been pretty negative about the whole fu-
ture of my health,’’ Jehl said. ‘‘I wasn’t 
doing myself any good walking around and 
talking about my time period and such. 
About a week after the Mass, I began to 
change completely. I figured they went to all 
that trouble, so who was I to walk around 
with such a negative attitude?’’ 

The doctors’ prognosis never wavered, but 
Jehl kept fighting with natural herbs, pray-
ers and encouragement. 

Inhaling energy from the children at Life-
time Sports Academy, he made it through 
the summer as the Cougars prepared for an-
other title try. With Jehl watching every 
game from the sidelines, the Cougars kept 
rolling. 

‘‘It was like living in one of the most unbe-
lievable stories of all time, and I felt it all 
the way,’’ Jehl said. ‘‘They knew I was there, 
and I knew they were there. They put their 
heart into it, and many said they’d be pray-
ing for me every day.’’ 

The Cougars again reached the national 
title game. Jehl flew to the game with 
friends and gave a pre-game prayer, saying 
‘‘Let’s finish the job,’’ at the end. 

This time the score wasn’t so close. Carroll 
College won 27–10. 

After the game, Jehl didn’t say anything 
to the players, just climbed on the plane for 
the ride home. He knew there was nothing he 
could say. 

‘‘The other team was more ready for us,’’ 
he said. ‘‘It was a good fight, and a couple of 
plays turned things around. They came that 
close. I think that if they had won that 
game, I’d have been cured right there.’’ 

But the cancer was spreading, and Jehl 
spent more time than ever this summer at 
Lifetime Sports Academy, talking with 
coaches and enjoying the kids. 

Though he was unable to go to the Cou-
gars’ season-opening game in Iowa last Sat-
urday, he attended the Saint Francis pre-
season scrimmage two weeks ago, 15 months 
past his original diagnosis. 

NARCOTICS PROBLEM IN AFGHANISTAN 
Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, the 

temptation in Afghanistan right now is 
to say, I told you so. I have been trying 
not to jump up and down and say, I 
told you so, but I can’t resist doing it 
at least once: I told you so. 
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