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son John’s watch, Bill’s legacy of service will 
continue at Bill’s Prescription Center. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DEBORAH PRYCE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 13, 2006 

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, on the 
legislative day of Tuesday, September 12, 
2006, the House had a vote on rollcall 437, H. 
Res. 175, recognizing the importance of es-
tablishing a national memorial at the World 
Trade Center site to commemorate and mourn 
the events of February 26, 1993, and Sep-
tember 11, 2001. I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 13, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday, 
July 13, 2006, I had to tend to some family 
matters and thus missed rollcall votes Nos. 
370, 371, 372, 373 and 374. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on all 
votes. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JULIA CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 13, 2006 

Ms. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
record my rollcall votes 436 and 437. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on 
votes: roll No. 436 and roll No. 437. 

f 

IN HONOR OF SANTA CRUZ 
COUNTY DOMINICAN HOSPITAL 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 13, 2006 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Dominican Hospital on 65 years of 
high quality, passionate, and kindhearted 
healthcare in Santa Cruz County. Created by 
six Dominican Sisters from Adrian, Michigan, 
the Catholic hospital was duly named ‘‘Sisters 
Hospital.’’ Today, the hospital continues to ap-
proach the healthcare needs of the region by 
partnering faith with scientific innovations. 

Since its inception in 1941, ‘‘Dominican 
Santa Cruz Hospital’’ has consistently deliv-
ered comprehensive and modern medical care 
for the county. Part of the compassionate mis-
sion of Dominican Hospital is to ‘‘improve the 
health of the people of the greater Santa Cruz 
area, without distinguishing by race, creed, or 
source of payment . . .’’ The hospital is 
known for partnering with other healthcare 

providers in order to improve the quality of life 
for those who are less fortunate. 

In 1951, ‘‘Sisters Hospital’’ became aware of 
the ever growing needs within the community 
for a comprehensive healthcare institution. 
Due to this realization, the hospital decided to 
expand its services and obtain a new location. 
The hospital acquired its Soquel Avenue loca-
tion and renamed itself, Dominican Santa Cruz 
Hospital. 

In 1984, Dominican Santa Cruz Hospital, in 
a partnership with the County of Santa Cruz, 
agreed to provide the first inpatient mental 
health services program in the county. This 
was in response to the ever growing needs 
the hospital saw emerging within the commu-
nity. Dominican Hospital, time and time again, 
proves its love for the community by con-
stantly evaluating and reacting to the needs of 
the people, and I am very grateful to them. 

The hospital again expanded its services in 
1988. It introduced the county to its first car-
diac program. It also created Dominican Oaks, 
an assisted and independent living community, 
providing 206 residents with comprehensive 
medical support. Dominican also joined forces 
with Catholic Healthcare West, a hospital sys-
tem of similar values and visions with loca-
tions throughout California, Arizona, and Ne-
vada. 

Dominican Hospital now serves about 
150,000 patients annually, has birthed over 
75,000 children, and currently counts 379 
beds on two campuses. The medical special-
ties available at the hospital are numerous. 
They include, but are not limited to, complete 
Emergency Services, a renowned Intensive 
Care Service, the only Level 2 and Level 3 
Neonatal Intensive Care Nursery in the coun-
ty, Behavioral Health Services, and an array of 
outreach services, and educational options fo-
cusing on community needs and healtb pre-
vention. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 13, 2006 

Ms. SCHWARTZ of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, during an absence yesterday, I re-
grettably missed rollcall votes 436–437. Had I 
been present, I would have voted in the fol-
lowing manner: rollcall No. 436: ‘‘yea’’ and roll-
call No. 437: ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT L. COLE 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 13, 2006 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the career of Robert L. Cole upon his 
retirement as the president of Peoples State 
Bank located in Madison Heights, Michigan. 

Bob Cole has served as president of the 
Peoples State Bank for 10 years during which 
time this community bank grew from $202 mil-
lion in assets and 5 branches into a vibrant fi-

nancial institution with $500 million in assets 
and 12 branches in the southeast Michigan 
area. 

Under Mr. Cole’s leadership, the bank has 
played a major role in the local community. 
When a fire destroyed the municipal garage of 
Madison Heights in 2003, the bank donated 
$5,000 for a portion of the destroyed equip-
ment. The bank extended loans to non-profit 
organizations in the Detroit area assisting 
young people to obtain marketable work skills, 
provided loans to a non-profit community orga-
nization for building improvements to its Head 
Start program as well as donated over 
$100,000 to various organizations that support 
affordable housing, low-income health care, 
food banks, homeless shelters, and small 
business development centers. 

Bob Cole’s career tracks the development of 
community banking in Michigan. Born in How-
ell, Michigan, and raised on a family farm, he 
graduated from Western Michigan and went to 
work as a banker in Fenton. In 1974, he be-
came president of the First National Bank of 
Fenton. In 1987, he became president of the 
State Bank of Fenton and took it from $62 mil-
lion in assets to $225 million. In 1996, he 
joined Peoples State Bank as president and 
CEO. In that role he modernized the institu-
tion, grew the bank into new communities, at 
the same time deepening the commitment of 
Peoples to serve the ethnic and small busi-
ness markets of the Detroit Metropolitan area. 

Bob Cole was attracted to community bank-
ing because of his strong sense of community. 
His involvement includes: past president of the 
Fenton Chamber of Commerce, Kiwanis, 
board of governors of the Fenton Community 
Center, Fenton Community Foundation, Madi-
son Heights and Hazel Park Chambers of 
Commerce, past president and board member 
of the Michigan County Bankers, member of 
the Michigan Association of Community Bank-
ers, and the Michigan Bankers Association. 
He is a recipient of the City of Fenton ‘‘Man 
of the Year’’ award. 

Mr. Speaker, the residents of the 12th Con-
gressional District have benefited from the 
leadership of Bob Cole in the field of commu-
nity banking and I rise to pay tribute to his ca-
reer and wish him good health and much hap-
piness in his retirement. 

f 

HONORING FATHER JOSEPH 
WEITENSTEINER 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 13, 2006 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize Father Joseph 
Weitensteiner in honor of his retirement after 
almost 50 years of service to the Morning Star 
Boys Ranch. Through his dedication to the 
Morning Star Boys Ranch, and the greater 
Spokane community, nearly 1,300 boys have 
benefited from the care and oversight he has 
given them through the services offered by the 
ranch. 

Father Weitensteiner’s career began in 1957 
when he became the ranch’s first counselor. 
After completing studies for the priesthood, 
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Father Joe was ordained on May 14, 1966, 
and was soon named Morning Star director. 
As director of the Morning Star Boys Ranch, 
many recognized Father Joe as the reason 
why the ranch has earned an excellent reputa-
tion for turning around the lives of hundreds of 
young men. 

Throughout his five decades of service, Fa-
ther Joe has not only been recognized for his 
leadership by his colleagues and Morning Star 
alumni, but has also been honored by numer-
ous civic, educational, legal, and child care 
entities. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to acknowledge 
Father Joseph Weitensteiner for his leadership 
in our community and to thank him for the sig-
nificant role he has played in mentoring and 
leading the many young men who have lived 
at the Morning Star Boys Ranch. I invite my 
colleagues to join me in congratulating Father 
Joe as he celebrates nearly 50 years of ex-
ceptional service to our community. 

f 

HONORING JEFFREY MESTON 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 13, 2006 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise with 
pleasure today to honor Jeffrey Meston, one 
of our community’s heroes. He is retiring as 
Chief of the Fire District in Novato, California, 
where his service to both the department and 
community has been an inspiration to all who 
worked with him. 

Jeff started his career in 1976, working 10 
years in Corte Madera and 20 in Novato. He 
became Chief of the Novato Fire District in 
1999. His commitment to the community, to 
professional excellence, and to all firefighters 
is evident in his work. Locally, he has been 
president of the Marin County Fire Chief’s As-
sociation and the Rotary Club of Ignacio as 
well as Treasurer of the Novato Chamber of 
Commerce. On the State level he serves as 
the chair of the Legislative Task Force and an 
Area Director for the Fire Districts Association 
of California and the Training Section Chief for 
the California Fire Chiefs Association. He is 
also nationally recognized as a course devel-
oper and speaker. 

If you could hear him speak, as I have, you 
would understand why he is in high demand. 
In November, 2003, Jeff organized a moving 
memorial service for one of his own, Steve 
Rucker, a Novato firefighter killed battling 
wildfires in Southern California. He then re-
lated how he had taken Steve under his wing 
and added, ‘‘Steve was probably the most 
genuine, decent and straightforward human 
being I’ve ever known. There were never any 
hidden agendas with Steve—qualities which 
made him easy to tease, but easy to love like 
a brother . . . I never knew anyone who want-
ed to be a firefighter as much as Steve. Steve 
lived and breathed his dream.’’ 

After Rucker’s death, which may have been 
caused by lack of communication with State 
firefighters, Jeff advocated for better systems 
to prevent such tragedies in the future. ‘‘Rare-
ly a day goes by when we don’t think of him 
(Steve),’’ he says. 

One of Jeff’s proudest accomplishments is 
the development of a new operating culture 
called ‘‘Novato Way’’ which asks district per-
sonnel to go out of their way to provide supe-
rior customer service, from rescuing cats to 
passing the hat for a resident in need of a 
boost. The department gives back to the com-
munity in many ways and enjoys broad sup-
port in return. 

Jeff holds a Masters Degree in Public Ad-
ministration, is a State Certified Fire Chief, 
and has completed his Chief Fire Officer Des-
ignation by the International Association of 
Fire Chiefs. He also helped Fireman’s Fund 
Insurance Company craft its Fireman’s Fund 
Heritage program which awards millions of 
dollars in grants to fire departments and fire 
and burn prevention organizations across the 
country each year. Jeff continues his involve-
ment, serving on the Heritage Advisory Com-
mittee, along with other national leaders in the 
fire service, to provide strategic guidance for 
the program. 

Mr. Speaker, Jeff Meston says he plans to 
travel in retirement—and write a fire science 
textbook. His experience will make the text-
book an important resource, and his deep ap-
preciation for the job our firefighters do will 
make it invaluable. Jeff is definitely one of my 
heroes. 

f 

INTRODUCING A CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE 
INDEPENDENCE OF THE COURTS 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 13, 2006 

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to in-
troduce a Concurrent Resolution recognizing 
the independence of the courts of the United 
States, which I authored in response to recent 
‘‘court-stripping’’ bills such as the Pledge Pro-
tection Act and the Marriage Protection Act of 
2004. These bills threaten the foundation of 
American government by stifling productive 
discussion of social issues and undermining 
our system of checks and balances. 

As explained in the resolution, the function 
of the Judiciary is to review the constitu-
tionality of laws. It is thus undemocratic and 
blatantly partisan to use a procedural trick to 
protect certain legislation from being ques-
tioned in court. Not only does this indirectly 
violate the Constitution by devaluing the Judi-
cial Branch, it also renders the entire docu-
ment meaningless since constitutionality is no 
longer a standard by which all laws must be 
judged. 

Moreover, as courts become functionally ir-
relevant when faced with certain Acts of Con-
gress, minorities have no recourse and cannot 
challenge oppressive laws. The view endorsed 
by ‘‘court-stripping’’—that a legislative vote 
constitutes the whole of American democ-
racy—is myopic because it ignores that the 
Constitution guarantees certain rights to all, 
regardless of the whims of the majority. These 
rights must be protected by the Judiciary. I am 
sure my colleagues agree with me that the 
popular choice is not always the right one, and 

that a Congressional majority is not the arbiter 
of universal truth. 

Discrepancies between Acts of Congress 
and the Constitution can always exist, so a 
body is necessary to adjudicate conflicts be-
tween the two sets of laws. Because courts fill 
this vital role and maintain American democ-
racy, I strongly urge all of my colleagues to 
support this important legislation. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RABBI SOLOMON 
SCHIFF OF MIAMI 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 13, 2006 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor Rabbi Solomon Schiff who, after more 
than 40 years of public service, interfaith co-
operation and community achievement will be 
retiring from his leadership positions with the 
Greater Miami Jewish Federation. 

By any standard, Rabbi Schiff has had a re-
markable career. He has served as Executive 
Vice President of the Rabbinical Association of 
Greater Miami for 42 years and as Director of 
Chaplaincy for the Greater Miami Jewish Fed-
eration. 

He has served as Chairman of the Dade 
County Community Relations Board, as Presi-
dent of the National Association of Jewish 
Chaplains and as Director of Chaplaincy for 
Mount Sinai Medical Center. 

Throughout his career, Rabbi Schiff has 
been honored for his dedication and commu-
nity leadership. He has been awarded the Dis-
tinguished Community Leadership Service 
Award from the National Conference of Com-
munity and Justice and the Peacemaker 
Award from St. Thomas University. Rabbi 
Schiff received these awards for his efforts to 
develop an open dialogue between the Chris-
tian and Jewish communities in the Miami 
area. Rabbi Schiff was recognized as the 
‘‘2005 Man of the Year’’ by the Men’s Club of 
Douglas Gardens and has received a Special 
Recognition from the Founders of the Miami 
Jewish Home and Hospital for the Aged at 
Douglas Gardens. 

Rabbi Schiff also has made great contribu-
tions to the community through his service. He 
was appointed by President George H.W. 
Bush in 1992 to serve on the ‘‘We Will Rebuild 
Committee.’’ This committee helped restore 
the areas in South Florida that were severely 
damaged by Hurricane Andrew. Lawton 
Chiles, the late Governor of Florida, appointed 
Rabbi Schiff to serve on a task force to study 
the problem of homelessness in Miami. 
Thanks to that task force, two new homeless 
assistance centers were created in Miami- 
Dade County. More recently, Florida Governor 
Jeb Bush appointed him to the Governor’s 
Faith-Based Advisory Board. 

Rabbi Schiff also has served as a guest 
chaplain for the United States Senate in July 
of 1999 and for the United States House of 
Representatives on several occasions. 

We pay tribute to him for his service and 
thank his wife, Shirley, his three grown sons, 
Elliot, Jeffrey and Steven, and their seven 
grandchildren for sharing him with a grateful 
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