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to health care providers hundreds of miles 
away, allowing physicians to manage a pa-
tient’s condition in a more consistent and real- 
time fashion. This technology can not only im-
prove the quality of care given to patients, it 
also reduces the need for frequent visits to the 
doctor’s office, costly emergency room visits, 
and unnecessary hospitalizations. 

Remote monitoring technologies allow pa-
tients to be in constant contact with their doc-
tors without leaving the comfort of their 
homes. For seniors who find travel difficult or 
hard to afford, this will provide welcome relief. 
Beyond improving quality of life, remote moni-
toring technologies also improve quality of 
care, as physicians will be able to more close-
ly monitor their patients and, by receiving 
more up-to-date information, detect and treat 
their patients’ conditions earlier. 

Remote monitoring technologies will bring 
21st century health care to every individual re-
gardless of their location, mobility, or age. The 
expertise of physicians and specialists and the 
resources of health care institutions will no 
longer be limited by geographic location but 
can be harnessed to help many more patients. 

Currently, Medicare payments are primarily 
provided for face-to-face meetings between 
physicians and patients. The current system 
offers no incentives for physicians to adopt re-
mote monitoring technologies even though 
they may provide better clinical information 
and save physicians time. 

In addition, the payments often do not pay 
for the clinician time involved in non-face-to- 
face interactions that are necessary for inter-
preting and responding to data received via 
remote monitoring technologies. 

Consequently, the Medicare payments may 
not adequately reflect the value of patient 
management services involving remote moni-
toring technologies. 

The Remote Monitoring Access Act of 2006 
will fix this gap in the Medicare payment sys-
tem. This bipartisan legislation would provide 
reimbursement under the Medicare physician 
fee schedule for remote patient management 
services used to manage specific medical con-
ditions such as diabetes, cardiac arrhythmia, 
congestive heart failure and sleep apnea, as 
well any other condition the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services determines ap-
propriate. 

This bill also requires the HHS Secretary to 
develop standards of care and quality for the 
remote management services provided for 
each medical condition covered. 

Cardiac arrhythmia, or abnormal heart 
rhythm, is just one of the chronic conditions 
that can be better managed through remote 
monitoring technologies. Cardiac arrhythmias 
affect more than five million people nation-
wide, and result in more than 1.2 million hos-
pitalizations and 400,000 deaths each year in 
the United States atrial fibrillation, the most 
common form of cardiac arrhythmia, is also a 
leading indicator of stroke, with about 15 per-
cent (or 105,000) of strokes occurring in peo-
ple with atrial fibrillation. 

The Remote Patient Monitoring Act will pro-
mote greater adoption and use of remote 
monitoring technologies so that patients suf-
fering from cardiac arrhythmias, with their phy-
sicians, will be able to better manage this 
chronic condition. 

I would like to thank my colleagues, Rep-
resentative ESHOO, Representative HAYWORTH, 
and Representative TANNER, for joining with 
me to support this important legislation. I look 
forward to working with other Members of the 
House to ensure passage of this measure 
which will help millions of patients in the 
United States have better access to the latest 
medical technology and information. 
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REMEMBERING THE HEROES 
OF 9–11 

HON. TODD RUSSELL PLATTS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 13, 2006 

Mr. PLATTS. Mr. Speaker, September 11, 
2001 remains a day of both indescribable trag-
edy and awe-inspiring heroism in our Nation’s 
mind. We mourn for the victims of the terrorist 
attacks that day, and keep their families in our 
prayers. But we also remember the heroism 
displayed by so many. 

No one will forget, not ever, the courage 
seen on 9–11. Courage seen in the actions of 
firefighters and police officers, Pentagon em-
ployees, and everyday citizens. Courage seen 
by the choices these heroes made—to rush to 
the aid of others, to enter into burning build-
ings, to resist the hijackers of Flight 93. Many 
who work in the Capitol Building, both Mem-
bers of Congress and staff, remember well 
that this symbol of democracy was most likely 
a target too—a target avoided only because of 
the heroes of Flight 93. We owe these heroes 
more than words can provide. We owe all 
these heroes more than words can provide. 

We are fortunate that five years have 
passed without another terrorist strike on our 
own soil. We owe this to all those on the front 
lines of the War on Terror—in the military, law 
enforcement, and intelligence agencies. We 
should remember them, and their service, on 
this day too. We should ensure they are well- 
equipped, have the tools needed for their mis-
sion, and are properly recognized. They stand 
on the line for us—on behalf of life and hope, 
against an ideology that embraces death and 
hate. 

The heroism of 9–11 is now part of what 
Lincoln called ‘‘the mystic chords of memory.’’ 
As time passes, the partisan disagreements of 
our day will fade into obscurity. But the her-
oism seen on 9–11 will not. Future genera-
tions of Americans, committed to the promise 
of a better world, united by the sacrifices of 
previous generations, will remember the he-
roes of September 11. 
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TRIBUTE TO DR. J. KENT MARLOR 
OF REXBURG, IDAHO 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 13, 2006 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Dr. J. Kent Marlor of Rexburg, 
Idaho. On August 24, 2006, Dr. Marlor retired 
from a 43-year career as a professor of Polit-

ical Science at Ricks College and later 
Brigham Young University—Idaho. 

Throughout his career, Dr. Marlor has prov-
en himself to be a significant member of the 
academic community. His contributions have 
included detailed and important research and 
publications regarding the government’s role in 
wildlife and public land management. Just as 
important as his intellectual contributions, Dr. 
Marlor has greatly contributed to the future of 
his students. He has been an advisor, guide, 
and most importantly a friend to countless stu-
dents pursuing their educations. Due to Dr. 
Marlor’s tireless concern for his students’ 
wellbeing, many of them have gone on to a 
variety of successful careers in government, 
law, and education. In fact, several of his 
former students have been employed here on 
Capitol Hill and in other branches and depart-
ments of the government. 

Dr. Marlor has positively contributed to the 
youth of Idaho not only through his teaching 
career, but also through his dedicated service 
in the Boy Scouts of America. For twenty-five 
years Dr. Marlor, an Eagle Scout himself, has 
selflessly served as a scoutmaster and on 
several scouting committees. For his devoted 
service, he has been awarded the prestigious 
Silver Beaver Award by the Boy Scouts of 
America. 

Dr. Marlor’s contributions have extended to 
Idaho’s great natural environment as well. He 
has been a lifelong outdoor enthusiast and for 
many years has selflessly donated his time 
and efforts to conservation and wildlife man-
agement in Idaho. Dr. Marlor has served as a 
chairman on the Idaho Wildlife Council, the 
Idaho Fish and Game Advisory Committee, 
and he is currently the president of the Idaho 
Wildlife Federation. Due to his leadership in 
this field, Idahoans for generations to come 
can be ensured a continuation of Idaho’s rug-
ged outdoor legacy. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to have such a dis-
tinguished and dedicated constituent residing 
within Idaho’s 2nd Congressional District. It is 
dedicated educators and volunteers like Dr. 
Marlor that ensure the continued success of 
our great nation. His contributions have been 
immeasurable. Men like Dr. Marlor rarely rest, 
and I am certain he will continue to positively 
contribute to Idaho and the Nation in his retire-
ment. 
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WELCOME TO PRESIDENT ROH 
MOO-HYUN OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
KOREA 

HON. HENRY J. HYDE 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 13, 2006 

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, as you are aware, 
President Roh Moo-hyun of the Republic of 
Korea is scheduled to visit the United States 
from September 12–15, 2006, for a summit 
meeting with President George W. Bush. After 
meetings in Washington with President Bush 
and Members of the Congressional Leader-
ship, President Roh will travel to San Fran-
cisco. 

Mr. Speaker, recently I had the privilege of 
visiting South Korea and meeting with Presi-
dent Roh and other Korean officials, as well 
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