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as with U.S. soldiers and members of the dip-
lomatic community. The Korean people treated 
us with a warmth and hospitality, for which I 
am deeply grateful. 

While in South Korea, I had an opportunity 
to lay a wreath in tribute to GEN Douglas 
MacArthur at his statue at Incheon harbor. 
The statue was erected by the citizens of the 
city of Incheon to commemorate the General’s 
vital leadership during the Korean war, includ-
ing his implementation of the daring landing at 
Incheon in the darkest days of the Korean 
war. In his farewell address before this Con-
gress in 1951, General MacArthur said: 

‘‘Of the nations of the world, Korea alone, 
up to now, is the sole one which has risked its 
all against communism. The magnificence of 
the courage and fortitude of the Korean peo-
ple defies description. They have chosen to 
risk death rather than slavery.’’ 

Korea and the United States have been al-
lies and friends for more than half a century. 
Our economic ties are strong. With a per cap-
ita income of $14,162, South Korea is the 
world’s eleventh-largest economy and the sev-
enth largest trading partner of the United 
States, with a trade volume amounting to over 
$72 billion each year. The United States and 
South Korea are currently engaged in negotia-
tions that will lead to a U.S.-Korea Free Trade 
Agreement, which will further solidify and ex-
pand U.S.-Korean economic ties. 

With a population of well over 1 million, the 
Korean-American community has become, in 
the past century, a vital and important part of 
the American mosaic. The greater Los Ange-
les area, with its vibrant Korean-American 
community, is now one of the world’s centers 
of Korean culture. But Korean-Americans are 
not only found in California. From Hawaii, east 
to New York, and from Alaska down to Flor-
ida, Korean-Americans are making a critical 
contribution to the United States in such di-
verse fields as medicine, education, science, 
engineering, martial arts, small business enter-
prises, entrepreneurship, music and the fine 
arts. America has been enriched by the Ko-
rean-American community’s many contribu-
tions, and its existence has bonded us even 
closer to the Korean peninsula across the Pa-
cific. 

It should come as no surprise, then, that the 
United States is also a popular destination for 
travelers from South Korea, whether they are 
coming here to visit their family members who 
have become part of the American community, 
attending U.S. colleges and universities, or 
meeting with business colleagues in the pur-
suit of greater trade and investment. 

The U.S. consular section at our Embassy 
in Seoul is the busiest non-immigrant visa 
issuing post in the world, processing between 
1,800 and 2,000 visa applications each day. It 
is clear that South Koreans want to visit the 
United States, and they have good reasons for 
doing so. 

There are currently efforts underway to 
bring South Korea under the umbrella of the 
U.S. Visa Waiver Program, which already ap-
plies to 27 other countries, including the 
United Kingdom, France, Canada, and Japan. 
This program, established in 1986 with the ob-
jective of promoting better relations with U.S. 
allies, also eliminates unnecessary barriers to 
travel, stimulates the tourism industry, and 

permits the U.S. Department of State to focus 
consular resources in other areas. 

The South Korean government has made it 
clear that it intends to meet all of the statutory 
and regulatory requirements of the Visa Waiv-
er Program. Seoul is working with the Depart-
ments of Homeland Security, Justice, and 
State in a diligent fashion to make sure that 
relevant South Korean governmental agencies 
have implemented the most up-to-date pass-
port controls, using biometric and other tech-
nologies to prevent fraud and abuse. Mr. 
Speaker, I am almost certain that the Republic 
of Korea’s entry into the Visa Waiver Program 
will be one of the topics discussed by Presi-
dent Roh and President Bush during their 
summit meeting this month. 

There are, of course, other issues that cer-
tainly will be discussed at the White House by 
President Bush and President Roh, including 
the free trade negotiations, North Korean nu-
clear weapons development, and South Ko-
rea’s active participation in the global War on 
Terrorism and its contributions to the war ef-
fort in Iraq. The United States and South 
Korea have enjoyed a long and productive alli-
ance, which, based on blood ties forged in the 
Korean War, will deepen into the indefinite fu-
ture. 

The frequent meetings of U.S. and Korean 
leaders are a clear manifestation of the close 
relationship shared by our two countries. 
Therefore, Mr. Speaker, let me take this op-
portunity to welcome the President of the Re-
public of Korea, Roh Moo-hyun, to the United 
States as he visits Washington, D.C. and the 
Golden State of California. I invite all Members 
of the House to join me in offering President 
Roh our best wishes and hospitality as he vis-
its our Nation’s Capital. 
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Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, today I rise to congratulate the St. Paul 
Public Schools on their 150th anniversary. On 
the first day of this school year, more than 
41,000 kindergarten through 12th graders en-
tered one of the doors of the more than 70 
schools staffed by more than 6,500 teachers 
and personnel in the St. Paul Public Schools. 
This school year marks 150 years of the dis-
trict’s commitment to educating the families of 
St. Paul and creating public spaces for civic 
and community engagement. 

St. Paul Public Schools have a proud his-
tory. Harriet Bishop, originally a teacher in 
Vermont, traveled to St. Paul in the late 1840s 
and is credited with starting the first public 
school in St. Paul. It was in 1856 that a school 
district was formed in St. Paul in order to at-
tract settlers and to educate the frontier chil-
dren. Even before Minnesota was admitted 
into the Union as a State, the people under-
stood the importance of education. 

Over the past 150 years, the St. Paul Public 
Schools have created a ‘‘world of opportuni-

ties’’ for their students, teachers, staff, and 
community members. And the world has also 
come to St. Paul Public Schools. More than 
80 native languages are spoken in its class-
rooms. And each year, St. Paul elementary, 
middle, and high schools welcome a more di-
verse student body. And, this school year, the 
St. Paul Public Schools’ Language Academies 
will teach English to 1,650 new Americans. 

As good stewards of public resources, St. 
Paul Public Schools are an integral part of our 
neighborhoods. They provide safe spaces for 
our children and youth to grow and learn 
where teachers and staff offer an enriched en-
vironment for students to develop into healthy, 
contributing adults. St. Paul Public Schools 
also provide the needed public community 
spaces to support a strong and engaged citi-
zenry that is needed to support a strong de-
mocracy. 

In honor of the students, parents, families, 
and St. Paul Public Schools teachers and 
staff, I submit this statement for the official 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. I look forward to 
continued celebrations of success and mile-
stones in the education of the people of St. 
Paul. 
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DETAIL VOLUNTEERS 

HON. HENRY E. BROWN, JR. 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
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Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to pay tribute to a group of South 
Carolinians who, for 10 years, have provided 
burial honors details through the South Caro-
lina Military Department’s Caisson Detachment 
for those killed in the line of duty, whether a 
member of the police, military, or civil service. 
How blessed our State and community are to 
have Steve Riggs, its founder, Jim Kenney, 
and their Bachman’s Battery volunteers, gath-
ered from far and wide, to provide this special 
service. For those who may not be familiar 
with the detachment’s namesake, Bachman’s 
Battery, in the War Between the States, Cap-
tain William K. Bachman commanded South 
Carolina’s German Artillery, Battery B, part of 
the incomparable Hampton Legion. It came to 
be known as Bachman’s Battery. Captain 
Bachman was the son of the prominent pastor 
of Charleston’s St John’s Lutheran Church, Dr. 
John Bachman. The Rev. Dr. Bachman, born 
in New York, was also a scientist and an as-
sociate of naturalist John James Audubon. His 
sisters were both married to Audubon’s sons 
and his father has several species of birds 
named for him. To all of the Bachman Battery 
volunteers, thank you for your continued serv-
ice in final tribute to the families of those who 
served. 

Bachman’s Battery—Veterans’ Funeral De-
tail Volunteers List: Stephen R. Riggs, Eric 
Klatt, John Shuler, James A. Kenney, Lindsey 
E. Riggs, James Andrews, Archie D. Willis III, 
Theodore Phillips, Mark Shambley, Keith 
Purdy, Jay Ford, Mark D. Herron, 

Jim Shelby, Jr., David M. Riggs, A.C. 
Fiveashe, W. Thomas Shealy, Kevin Shiflet, 
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