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can to prevent this worsening situation 
from getting to the point where it is 
unsalvageable. 

I thank the Senator for his efforts. 
Mr. BROWNBACK. I thank my col-

league for her interest. I wish her God-
speed in New York with the U.N. 

My colleague in Connecticut will ad-
dress this same topic. It is very impor-
tant to speak. We need to pass the 
Darfur Accountability Act. It has 
passed here and in the House. We need 
to resolve the issues. 

It is important that the President, in 
his meetings at the U.N. for General 
Assembly meetings, raise this issue. It 
is important to press the Sudanese 
Government to stop the aerial bomb-
ings—they can do that first and fore-
most—and that the African Union 
forces stay until a U.N. force is put in 
place, we pressure the Sudanese Gov-
ernment to accept a U.N. force, or, if 
not, put in targeted sanctions toward 
Sudanese officials preventing trav-
eling, dealing with their own personal 
accounts. 

There are a series of recommenda-
tions of a number of Senators ad-
dressed in a letter to the President. It 
is a bipartisan effort. It is a genocide 
already. It is one that is set to become 
a far worse situation. 

We really need to act. 
I yield to the floor to the set of 

speakers listed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Arkansas. 
Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, I join 

my colleague from California in thank-
ing Senator BROWNBACK for bringing 
this issue forward. He has been a tre-
mendous supporter of taking action. He 
brings to light, tonight, the fact we 
have to act and we have to act expedi-
tiously. 

As the situation deteriorates, unfor-
tunately, it moves closer toward a situ-
ation that we can do nothing about. I 
appreciate all of the Senator’s efforts 
in what he is doing for the people of 
Darfur. 

f 

RURAL AMERICA MONTH 

Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, I was 
so pleased this week as the daughter of 
a seventh generation Arkansas farm 
family from rural eastern Arkansas, 
and it is with a tremendous amount of 
pride I come to the Senate today to ap-
plaud the passage of Senate Resolution 
561 which designates September of 2006 
as Rural America Month. I was pleased 
to introduce this resolution last week 
with Senator REID, Senator FRIST, and 
many of my colleagues. 

Rural America means a tremendous 
amount to this Nation. It is the place 
where our values oftentimes begin and 
grow. We send people from rural Amer-
ica not just to the big cities of Amer-
ica, but all across the globe to exhibit 
those American values that grow and 
begin in rural America. 

My values and my world view are di-
rectly tied to how I was raised in a 
small town in Helena, AR, on the Mis-
sissippi River. My upbringing gave me 
a deep and abiding love for the rural 
way of life. In rural America, you learn 
that in order to have good neighbors, 
you have to be a good neighbor. Impor-
tantly, you learn by the example set 
for members of the community. 

Growing up, I lived within walking 
distance from both sets of my grand-
parents. I learned what it meant to be 
a caregiver. At the age of 14 I learned 
from my grandparents. I learned val-
ues, I learned stories of World War I 
and the experiences they had during 
the Depression and so many other 
things that I captured from a real per-
spective—not from a textbook. 

My mother would prepare dinner for 
our family every night, but very often 
she and my aunt would go back and 
forth and prepare a little bit extra 
every other night. It was my duty and 
my cousin’s duty to take that dinner 
up to my grandparents and spend time 
with them, valuable time, where we 
would make them feel better, to share 
part of our day and they could share a 
story with us. I didn’t realize at that 
age what caregiving was all about. I do 
now. 

Being a good neighbor is something 
that comes easily for rural Americans. 
It is taught early in life. I am proud to 
have had the opportunity to learn that 
lesson by example. I see it as a model 
that can be applied outside the family, 
outside the neighborhood and to so 
many relationships that we, as people 
of a global community, have around 
the world, when we listen to the com-
ments of Senator BROWNBACK and Sen-
ator BOXER talking about our neigh-
bors across the globe and what that 
means to us, what our responsibility is 
as a global neighbor to those people in 
such need of protection, of sustenance 
of life, of education, and the ability to 
build for themselves a life of independ-
ence. 

My love for the rural way of life I 
grew up in, the values it taught me, is 
what drives me to want to strengthen 
and support rural communities all over 
our country. With the passage of this 
resolution this week, the Senate has 
formally acknowledged the invaluable 
contribution that rural America makes 
to our country. 

The experiences in my life have 
shown me firsthand that the more than 
55 million people residing in rural 
America are the embodiment of the 
values that make our country great: 
community, service, hard work, family, 
responsibility. 

Rural America provides significant 
contributions to our Nation, such as 
the safest, most abundant and afford-
able food supply in the world, as well 
as the renewable sources of energy 
with the potential to significantly re-
duce our country’s dangerous depend-

ency on foreign oil, not to mention 
what we could do for our environment. 

Americans residing in rural areas 
have also made a considerable con-
tribution to our country’s freedom. 
Rural Americans comprise a sizable 
percentage of our reserve, military 
force abroad and the highest con-
centration of military veterans live in 
rural communities. 

Additionally, police officers, volun-
teer firefighters, EMTs or National 
Guardsmen, and members of our rural 
communities come together in times of 
national emergencies to keep our coun-
try safe. I am certainly reminded of the 
proud, strong, courageous firefighters, 
Guardsmen, ambulance drivers, and so 
many more that responded from Ar-
kansas to New York during September 
11 and to Louisiana during Katrina and 
the entire gulf coast. 

I am proud of my heritage in rural 
America. I am pleased the Senate has 
acknowledged we owe rural America a 
considerable debt of gratitude. Rural 
America is critical to this Nation. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues to address the challenges 
and the obstacles that rural America 
faces so all in rural America can enjoy 
every blessing and opportunity that 
our Nation has to offer. 

I commend my colleagues for joining 
me in this special effort. I want to es-
pecially commend our leader, minority 
leader HARRY REID, who grew up in 
Searchlight, NV, who knows and under-
stands the mentality, the values, and 
really has a tremendous passion for 
those people in rural America. I am 
proud to have joined he and Senator 
FRIST and others in bringing this reso-
lution forward. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ANN RICHARDS 

Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, I also 
come to the floor today to pay tribute 
to one of the most important and 
unique individuals in the history of 
American politics, Governor Ann Rich-
ards. 

As a female politician from the 
South, Ann Richards was a person who 
I considered to be a role model. She 
was a great American patriot who had 
overcome tremendous obstacles to be-
come a valued public servant while 
blazing a trail for aspiring female poli-
ticians, with wit, style, and grace like 
no one else could produce. 

I consider it my good fortune to have 
come to know her over the years as a 
friend. While I am deeply saddened by 
her passing, it is so difficult not to 
smile whenever I think of Ann. She was 
remarkably gifted at using her keen 
sense of humor to say exactly what was 
on her mind and to get her point across 
in an effective and quotable way, prov-
ing she was truly one of a kind. 

Ann Richards became the first 
woman elected to statewide office in 
Texas in more than 50 years—winning a 
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