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brush fire or national catastrophe—we 
look to our neighbors to keep our fami-
lies safe. We rely on volunteer fire-
fighters and police officers. This fact 
was made painfully clear after Hurri-
cane Katrina. 

That is why I feel so strongly that 
the Senate must do everything it can 
to make sure our first responders have 
the tools they need to get the job done 
right. Volunteer fire departments de-
pend on programs such as Fire and Cit-
izen Corps grants. Every day, rural law 
enforcement officials rely on the fund-
ing that the Byrne and COPS Programs 
provide. 

Often, when we talk about veterans 
issues, we are talking about rural 
issues. Rural America is home to many 
U.S. veterans. In fact, according to the 
Census Bureau, rural and nonmetro-
politan counties account for the larg-
est concentration of veterans. 

This is true for my home State of Ne-
vada. With more than 250,000 veterans, 
Nevada has the third largest popu-
lation of veterans, and it continues to 
grow. During the last decade, Nevada 
saw its veterans population increase by 
more than 30 percent—the highest in-
crease in the country. 

That is why for so many years now, I 
have been pushing Congress to revisit 
the injustice in compensation for our 
nation’s veterans—the ban on concur-
rent receipt. 

As too many are well aware, disabled 
veterans face the obstacle of forfeiting 
retirement pay dollar-for-dollar if they 
receive disability compensation. This 
policy is unacceptable, and I am com-
mitted to securing fair policy to pro-
vide our veterans with the entirety of 
their earned compensation. 

I have been fighting for five years to 
allow for full concurrent receipt, and 
despite veto threats from the adminis-
tration, we have made many great 
strides towards fair compensation for 
our veterans. In 2003, Congress passed 
my legislation allowing disabled re-
tired veterans with at least a fifty per-
cent disability rating to become eligi-
ble for full concurrent receipt over a 
ten-year period. This measure passed 
despite veto threats from the Bush ad-
ministration. 

Most recently, I have introduced leg-
islation—S. 558—which would provide 
concurrent receipt to military retirees, 
with 20 or more years of service, who 
are rated less than 50 percent. It would 
also eliminate the 10-year phase-in pe-
riod for veterans who draw their dis-
ability and retirement pay; it will also 
change my 2003 bill to give full concur-
rent receipt to all veterans with serv-
ice connected disabilities. There are 
currently 29 cosponsors to this legisla-
tion. 

Additionally, the CARES commission 
on veterans’ health care recognized the 
need for a Community Based Out-
patient Clinic—CBOC—in Fallon and 
an expansion of services at the Reno 

VA Medical Center. I am committed to 
providing Nevada’s veterans with more 
access to quality health care options, 
including a new CBOC in Elko. 

And finally, no discussion of helping 
rural America would be complete with-
out a discussion of Broadband. 

For rural America, competition and 
active participation in the local and 
global marketplaces not only means 
having a computer, but also access to 
high-speed internet services. 

Rural areas are consistently left be-
hind urban areas when it comes to fed-
eral investment in the infrastructure 
systems that are essential for any 
economy to thrive—including tele-
communications systems. 

Although the Internet has touched 
the lives of billions of people around 
the globe, most of rural America has 
been left behind even the least devel-
oped countries. 

Less than a decade ago, the Internet 
meant email and chat rooms. Today, 
access to broadband Internet is so 
much more. With high speed internet, 
incredible amounts of information can 
change fingers at the speed of light. 

However, even in rural areas where 
broadband access has been introduced, 
problems such as affordability and 
adoption rates remain huge obstacles 
to progress/leaving dial-up the only re-
alistic option. Affordability and adop-
tion rates are the biggest obstacles we 
have. 

Broadband Internet has proven itself 
to be a potent catalyst in job creation, 
economic development, and a critical 
component of education and public 
safety. In fact, the deployment of 
broadband service to our rural areas 
may be as important to economic de-
velopment as rural electrification was 
during the Great Depression. 

And so, my colleagues and I are com-
mitted to investing in innovative 
broadband technologies so that rural 
communities can begin to form new 
kinds of partnerships, and reach new 
levels of connectivity. 

For example, Senator Clinton has 
worked to link local businesses in St. 
Lawrence County to global markets 
using eBay. Many parts of St. Law-
rence County are remote, and busi-
nesses have a hard time finding cus-
tomers. But not on eBay. eBay also of-
fered training to small business owners 
and their employees. 

Senator Clinton has also previously 
secured Senate passage of tax incen-
tives for telecommunications compa-
nies to deploy broadband to rural 
areas. This technology will allow small 
businesses around New York to com-
pete for customers around the globe. 

We have seen how one small business 
has worked with several communities 
to bring free wireless internet service 
to nine cities in Eastern Oregon. The 
service is now being used to track 
cargo shipments on the Columbia 
River, monitor a munitions depot, and 

has improved the efficiency of the po-
lice department. 

I have spent the last few moments 
talking about the joys and challenges 
felt by rural America. 

As I’ve cited in examples today from 
Elko and Ely, Nevada, rural commu-
nities are coming together to create 
new opportunity themselves. But we 
here in Washington need to do every-
thing we can to help them succeed. 

We need solutions that make sense 
for the whole country—not just for 
Washington, D.C., but for places like 
Winnemucca, and Aurora, NE. 

We can do it. And we’ll be a better, 
stronger nation as a result. 

f 

BOXING 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
to honor a momentous occasion in the 
history of Nevada and one of my favor-
ite pastimes: boxing. 

This September 16, 2006, marks the 
100th anniversary of the longest boxing 
match in history fought under 
Queensbury rules. For more than 3 
hours, two of the greatest boxers in the 
country squared off for 42 rounds in the 
booming mining community of Gold-
field, NV. This fight’s tremendous 
length might be important to the 
‘‘Guinness Book of World Records,’’ but 
for Nevada, it was also an important 
moment in race relations during a tu-
multuous period in our country’s his-
tory. 

Boxing promoters throughout the 
country billed the fight as one of epic 
proportions. Oscar Battling Nelson was 
one of the toughest fighters in the 
land. He was nicknamed ‘‘The Durable 
Dane’’ for his resilient and hard-hitting 
style. Rather than defeat his opponents 
with skill, Nelson preferred to absorb 
the blows of his opponents and outlast 
them in the ring. One biographer even 
went so far as to say that Nelson ‘‘gave 
new meaning to the word tough.’’ 

With such fabled abilities, Nelson 
was the early favorite to defeat his op-
ponent, a 32-year-old African American 
named Joe Gans. The Baltimore native 
was the reigning lightweight champion 
and the first American-born Black man 
to win a boxing title. His style was a 
sharp contrast to The Durable Dane: 
Gans was quick and fast on his feet and 
known as ‘‘The Old Master.’’ Rather 
than relying on brute strength, Gans 
tried to beat his opponents with skill. 

Such a marquee match-up was a box-
ing promoter’s dream and was expected 
to promote gold stock in the area. With 
a record $30,000 purse prize, the fight 
brought national attention to Gold-
field, the largest city in Nevada at the 
time. But a sharp issue hung over the 
bout like an ominous cloud. That was 
the issue of race. 

Before the fight began, rumors float-
ed that Gans had thrown fights as a 
youth in Baltimore. So persistent were 
the rumors that Gans’ promoter, a 
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local saloon owner named Larry Sul-
livan, feared for his safety should his 
fighter lose. Others worried that a win 
by Gans could start a riot in the town. 

The hostility of the town quickly 
evaporated once the citizens of Gold-
field had an opportunity to meet Joe 
Gans. It was his unassuming manner— 
and some say a love of the craps ta-
bles—that endeared Gans to the town. 
Prefight negotiations only served to 
steer more public support to Gans’ cor-
ner. Gans gave into every one of Nel-
son’s demands, including lowering his 
own share of the $30,000 purse to $11,000 
win or lose. He also agreed to drop his 
weight to 133 pounds—well below his 
normal fighting weight of 142 pounds. 

The change in support was clearly 
evident to referee George Siler. He 
wrote: ‘‘The men who wield the pick 
think that Gans has been imposed upon 
by Nelson’s manager, and they want to 
see him win.’’ The Goldfield News re-
ported the shift in support saying ‘‘. . . 
the camp finds itself in the unique po-
sition of wishing to see a Negro defeat 
a white man.’’ By the start of the fight, 
the odds were 2–1 in favor of Gans. 

The fight started in the afternoon 
under the hot Nevada sun. Some esti-
mates place the ringside temperatures 
at more than 100 degrees. Nevertheless, 
more than 8,000 people—and an unprec-
edented 1,500 women—paid the pricey 
sum of $5 to watch the fight. 

Surely, none of the spectators knew 
that they would witness one of the 
greatest fights in history. As usual, 
Nelson tried to outlast his opponents’ 
barrage of uppercuts, hooks, and jabs. 
By the end of the seventh round, Nel-
son was bleeding from both ears and 
Gans knocked him to the mat. But the 
Durable Dane would not give up. He 
tried to pin Gans against the ropes, and 
again Gans knocked him to the mat in 
the 15th round. Nelson bounced back, 
winning the next three rounds. After 
almost 20 rounds, the sun began to set 
over the Columbia Mountain and it was 
clear that the fighters were tired. 

But neither man would yield. Gans 
broke his hand in the 27th round but 
refused to go down. He continued to 
fight back against Nelson, showing lit-
tle sign of the injury. At the end of the 
30th round, Nelson hit Gans after the 
bell, causing uproar in the crowd. The 
referee, who had warned Nelson about 
fouls throughout the fight, gave him 
yet another warning. Finally, the Du-
rable Dane began to lose his famed en-
durance, while Gans continued to pum-
mel him. In the 42nd round, Nelson 
landed an intentional low blow on 
Gans. The referee called the fight in 
Gans’ favor. 

The telegraph wires carried the re-
sult of the fight across the country. 
And the town’s support for Gans held 
strong. That night, the residents of 
Goldfield did not see Black or White: 
They saw a winner. Joe Gans, with his 
modest manner and stylish boxing, had 

won the town over. Siler wrote: ‘‘Gold-
field is a vast camp of hero worshippers 
tonight, and its hero is Joe Gans . . .’’ 

This Saturday, the boxing clubs from 
the University of Nevada, Reno, and 
the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, 
will fight 42 rounds in honor of the Nel-
son-Gans match. The sounds of the 
closing bell for each of those 42 rounds 
will be from the original 1906 bell from 
the fight. And later that evening in 
nearby Tonopah, the audience will be 
able to watch video footage of the his-
toric bout. 

Mr. President, the accomplishments 
of Joe Gans and the citizens of Gold-
field are worthy for recognition before 
the Senate. I am pleased have the op-
portunity to honor this important an-
niversary today. 

f 

CHANGING THE TIDE 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, as Detroit 

residents cope with a rise in homicides 
and shootings this year, city police are 
joining with other law enforcement 
agencies in an effort to stem gun-re-
lated violence through a new program. 
Operation Tactical Intelligence Driven 
Enforcement, or TIDE, was established 
to help determine crime patterns, iden-
tify the city’s most violent offenders 
and ultimately prevent crime in the 
city of Detroit. 

Operation TIDE, which began on May 
5, 2006, in the Detroit Northwestern po-
lice district, involves the coordination 
of 10 Federal, State and local agencies. 
It is designed to use the expertise of 
each agency to better track and share 
intelligence on dangerous criminals. 
The U.S. Attorney’s Office, Wayne 
County Prosecutor’s Office, Wayne 
County Sheriffs Office, U.S. Marshals 
Service, Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, Michigan State Police and U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Administration are 
all involved in the project. To date, 115 
people tied to gun crimes and gang vio-
lence have been arrested. The program 
is funded by a $600,000 grant through 
the Federal Project Safe Neighbor-
hoods campaign against guns and gang 
violence and is currently being ex-
panded into the other three police dis-
tricts. 

Operation TIDE expands upon the 
current Project Safe Neighborhoods 
initiative strategy of suppression, de-
terrence, prevention/intervention, in-
vestigation, prosecution and public 
awareness. Project Safe Neighborhoods 
is a long-term campaign that has as-
sisted in taking many violent offenders 
off the streets of Detroit. Since its in-
ception in 2001, Project Safe Neighbor-
hoods has played an important role in 
a 34 percent reduction in violent crime 
and a 73 percent increase in firearm 
prosecutions nationally. In the Detroit 
area, it has resulted in more than 800 
Federal gun prosecutions. Project Safe 
Neighborhoods public awareness cam-
paign has resulted in hundreds of tips 
leading to prosecution. 

Ella Bully-Cummings, chief of the 
Detroit Police Department, described 
Operation TIDE by saying: 

Our strategy is to supercharge our crime 
prevention and enforcement efforts to reduce 
violent crimes using the intelligence and re-
sources of all law enforcement agencies. Our 
police officers work every day at addressing 
active and potential crime in our city limits. 
By collecting and disseminating the acquired 
intelligence among partnering agencies, 
crime patterns will be swiftly identified. 

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all the Federal, State, and 
local law enforcement officials for 
their outstanding service and their 
vital contributions to the safety of our 
communities. Their commonsense ap-
proach plays a significant role in de-
creasing gun violence. I am hopeful 
that the 109th Congress will do more to 
support their efforts by taking up and 
passing sensible gun safety legislation. 

f 

NSA-RELATED BILLS AND PRO-
POSED CHANGES TO WAR 
CRIMES ACT 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, earlier 

today the President visited Capitol Hill 
for a closed-door meeting with House 
Republicans. It is not often the Presi-
dent takes time out of his busy sched-
ule to come to Congress. But to meet 
only with Republicans is wrong and di-
visive. 

After his closed door meeting, the 
President talked about working to-
gether, in a bipartisan way. His walk 
does not match his talk. I wish he 
would act as a uniter and work with all 
of us on behalf of all Americans. Re-
grettably, it appears that, once again, 
this President has chosen to act in a 
partisan way in his role as Republican- 
in-Chief. That is wrong. 

I hope that all Senators will recog-
nize their responsibility to all Ameri-
cans and exercise their best inde-
pendent judgment, rather than taking 
orders from the head of their political 
party. 

In the Judiciary Committee yester-
day, Senators did exercise that kind of 
independent judgment when we joined 
together in a bipartisan way to report 
a bipartisan bill that would amend the 
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act 
and reign in the Administration’s 
warrantless domestic wiretapping pro-
gram. That bill, S. 3001, the bill cospon-
sored by Senator SPECTER and Senator 
FEINSTEIN, was the only proposal that 
drew bipartisan support. I urge the Ma-
jority Leader to recognize the merits of 
that bill and our bipartisan efforts by 
moving to proceed to that bill when 
the Senate turns its attention to these 
matters. 

This bipartisan bill was authored by 
Senator FEINSTEIN, one of the few Sen-
ators being briefed on the Presidents 
program of domestic surveillance with-
out warrants. It is intended to ensure 
our intelligence community can pro-
tect our nation with the necessary 
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