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an economy known for what it will be, 
rather than for what it was. 

To realize this competitive economy, 
we must—like Jefferson—rise to the 
challenge. We must—like Jefferson— 
look to unknown horizons and march 
out to meet them. We must call upon 
our greatest minds and set them to cre-
ating a plan. And we must dedicate the 
resources necessary to implement that 
plan. 

I have spent much of the past year 
planning a comprehensive competitive-
ness agenda. In February, I introduced 
the Trade Competitiveness Act, a bill 
to open markets and keep a level play-
ing field for America’s ranchers, farm-
ers, and businesses. 

In March, I introduced the Energy 
Competitiveness Act, to fund cutting 
edge research in energy while making 
alternative energies more affordable. 

In April, I introduced the Savings 
Competitiveness Act, to create savings 
today, so that we may invest and inno-
vate tomorrow. 

In May, I introduced the Research 
Competitiveness Act, to give start-ups 
and universities better access to cap-
ital for research and development, and 
to improve and make permanent the 
R&D tax credit. 

Today, I am introducing the fifth in 
this series of bills: the Education Com-
petitiveness Act of 2006. Just as edu-
cation is the foundation of a competi-
tive economy, this legislation is the 
foundation of my competitiveness 
agenda. 

Thomas Jefferson knew that it was 
not enough to send Lewis and Clark to 
the Pacific Ocean without the means to 
return. Lewis and Clark knew that the 
discoveries and contacts that they 
made had to be lasting to make a dif-
ference for our economy. 

The Education Competitiveness Act 
is also designed to have a lasting ef-
fect. This legislation embraces edu-
cation in its earliest stages, following 
through to continuing education and 
worker training. Each provision is de-
signed with maximum flexibility to 
meet our States’ unique needs. It is a 
bill that recognizes excellence, wel-
comes innovation, and rewards ambi-
tion. 

The Education Competitiveness Act 
has seven important components. 

First, it recognizes that our Nation 
needs to continue to bring quality 
teachers into the classroom. The bill 
funds 100,000 scholarships for future 
teachers of languages, early education, 
and science. It creates incentives for 
teachers to serve in rural and under-
served areas. And it rapidly expands 
funding to advanced placement and 
international baccalaureate programs. 

Second, the bill recognizes that early 
education is widely considered to be 
one of the best education investments 
that money can buy. The bill creates a 
flexible program of matching grants to 
build a national system of universal, 

voluntary prekindergarten. The bill 
sets out benchmarks for quality and 
provides help for States to make sure 
that their teachers are the best that 
they can be. 

Third, the bill helps students to go 
the extra mile in their studies, by of-
fering States the means to expand 
afterschool programs in everything 
from college test preparation to drug 
prevention. Summer programs get stu-
dents out of the classroom for hands-on 
experience in science, technology, 
mathematics, and engineering. 

Fourth, the bill looks to the needs of 
tomorrow’s workforce. That workforce 
will increasingly demand technical 
skills based in math, science, and engi-
neering. The bill provides a free college 
education to any student wishing to 
study science, technology, math, or en-
gineering. In return, the student must 
work 4 years in that field of study. The 
bill offers States matching grants to 
establish and expand specialty math, 
science, and technology schools. And 
the bill makes young promising sci-
entists eligible for cash grants to con-
tinue their research. 

Fifth, the bill addresses the chronic 
neglect of our Nation’s Indian edu-
cation. The bill fully funds Indian col-
leges and makes a real commitment to 
the Johnson O’Malley program. The 
bill also increases the Pell grant to 
$6,000. Eighty percent of Montana’s stu-
dents rely on financial aid, including 
Pell grants. 

Sixth, the Education Competitive-
ness Act allows American workers to 
continue learning. The bill funds pro-
grams to link businesses and schools, 
to give workers the skills that they 
need. Where universities and commu-
nity colleges are too far away, distance 
learning grants will help bridge that 
gap. 

Finally, the bill’s tax provisions 
grant greater access to education. The 
bill starts by simplifying confusing tax 
credits and combining them into a sin-
gle refundable higher education credit 
of up to $2,000 per student. The bill 
eases the burden of loan repayment by 
permitting graduates to deduct more of 
the interest paid on their student 
loans. And the bill increases the deduc-
tions for charitable contributions to 
schools as well as teachers’ expenses in 
classrooms. 

Taken together, these seven compo-
nents form a bill that is both com-
prehensive and responsible. It is a bill 
that would help to secure a more com-
petitive American economy. 

I look forward to returning to the 
floor to describe each title in greater 
detail. I also look forward to discussing 
these proposals with my colleagues. 

The Education Competitiveness Act 
sets out a bold agenda, to be sure. 
Some of its rewards may only be 
reaped decades from now. Some of its 
benefits may only be realized by our 
grandchildren. But I firmly believe 

that this is an agenda that we must 
begin to implement today. 

Like the journey of Lewis and Clark 
200 years ago, this is an agenda that 
portends discovery and rewards for 
America. It is an agenda that promises 
a passage to a new nation. I urge my 
colleagues to join me as we advance to 
this future, and join me in sponsoring 
the Education Competitiveness Act. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 570—DESIG-
NATING THE MONTH OF SEP-
TEMBER AS ‘‘NATIONAL AMER-
ICAN HISTORY AND HERITAGE 
MONTH’’ 

Mr. DEWINE (for himself and Mr. 
VOINOVICH) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 570 

Whereas the United States has a remark-
able history and a cherished legacy abound-
ing with stories and biographies of heroes 
and patriots; 

Whereas time has proven that, by teaching 
the principles of the foundation of the 
United States, the children of the Nation 
grow up to become good citizens; 

Whereas George Washington stated, ‘‘A 
primary object . . . should be the education 
of our youth in the science of government’’; 

Whereas the children of the United States 
have the right and the responsibility to 
know the history and heritage of the Nation; 

Whereas, in 1952, Olga Weber, a mother and 
homemaker from the State of Ohio, out of 
concern that citizens of the United States 
were taking their freedoms for granted, peti-
tioned the municipal officers of her town to 
establish a Constitution day in honor of the 
ratification of the Constitution of the United 
States, and further requested that the State 
of Ohio designate September 17, 1952, as 
‘‘Constitution Day’’; 

Whereas, in 1953, Governor Frank J. 
Lausche of the State of Ohio signed a law 
designating September 17, 1953, as ‘‘Constitu-
tion Day’’; 

Whereas, in August 1953, Mrs. Weber urged 
the Senate to pass a resolution designating 
the period beginning September 17, 1953, and 
ending September 23, 1953, as ‘‘Constitution 
Week’’; 

Whereas, in 1955, President Dwight D. Ei-
senhower signed into law the request of Mrs. 
Weber, and designated the period beginning 
September 17, 1955, and ending September 23, 
1955, as ‘‘Constitution Week’’; 

Whereas many parents have become in-
creasingly concerned by the lack of knowl-
edge and interest that the people of the 
United States have for their history and her-
itage; 

Whereas the period beginning September 
17, 2006, and ending September 23, 2006, is na-
tionally designated as ‘‘Constitution Week’’; 

Whereas September 17, 2006, is nationally 
designated as ‘‘Citizenship Day’’; 

Whereas September 11, 2006, is nationally 
designated as ‘‘Patriot Day’’; 

Whereas the Constitution of the United 
States was signed on September 17, 1787; 

Whereas the greatest honor that the citi-
zens of the United States can give to all of 
those citizens who have dedicated their lives 
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and sacrificed so much to preserve the free-
dom and legacy of the United States is to re-
member what those citizens have done; 

Whereas the designation of September as 
‘‘National American History and Heritage 
Month’’ will— 

(1) emphasize to the citizens of the United 
States the importance of knowing the his-
tory and heritage of the Nation; and 

(2) pay tribute to the Founding Fathers 
and the many patriots, heroes, and heroines 
who built the Nation; 

Whereas a month-long celebration hon-
oring the history and heritage of the United 
States will encourage more organizations, 
including schools, businesses, faith commu-
nities, and individuals to get involved in pro-
grams and opportunities to incite interest 
and foster respect for understanding the his-
tory and heritage of the United States; and 

Whereas celebrations relating to the his-
tory and heritage of the United States will 
encourage more individuals to engage in a 
study of the history, heritage, and founda-
tion of the United States, and will instill 
pride in the citizens of the United States: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the month of September as 

‘‘National American History and Heritage 
Month’’; 

(2) recognizes that the President issued a 
proclamation encouraging Federal, State, 
and local officials, as well as leaders of civic, 
social, and educational organizations, to 
conduct ceremonies and programs that cele-
brate the Constitution of the United States 
and reaffirm our rights and obligations as 
citizens of our great Nation; 

(3) recognizes with great appreciation— 
(A) the contributions of the millions of 

citizens of the United States who have de-
voted their lives, often at great sacrifice, to 
the improvement and preservation of the Na-
tion; and 

(B) those who continue to devote their 
lives for the betterment of the United 
States; and 

(4) encourages more citizens of the United 
States to share their time, knowledge, and 
talents to share the light of liberty with our 
children, the future leaders of our Nation. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 571—RECOG-
NIZING HISPANIC HERITAGE 
MONTH AND CELEBRATING THE 
VAST CONTRIBUTIONS OF HIS-
PANIC AMERICANS TO THE 
STRENGTH AND CULTURE OF 
THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. FRIST (for himself, Mr. REID, 

Mr. MARTINEZ, Mr. SALAZAR, Mr. 
SANTORUM, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. CRAPO, 
Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, Mr. MENENDEZ, and Mr. 
NELSON of Florida) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 571 

Whereas from September 15, 2006, through 
October 15, 2006, the United States celebrates 
Hispanic Heritage Month; 

Whereas the presence of Hispanics in North 
America predates the founding of the United 
States, and, as among the first to settle in 
the New World, Hispanics and their descend-
ants have had a profound and lasting influ-
ence on the history, values, and culture of 
the United States; 

Whereas, since the arrival of the earliest 
Spanish settlers more than 400 years ago, 

millions of Hispanic men and women have 
come to the United States from Mexico, 
Puerto Rico, Cuba, and other Caribbean re-
gions, Central America, South America, and 
Spain, in search of freedom, peace, and op-
portunity; 

Whereas Hispanic Americans have contrib-
uted throughout the ages to the prosperity 
and culture of the United States; 

Whereas the Bureau of the Census now 
lists Hispanic Americans as the largest eth-
nic minority within the United States; 

Whereas Hispanic Americans serve in all 
branches of the Armed Forces and have 
fought valiantly in every war in the history 
of the United States; 

Whereas the Medal of Honor is the highest 
United States military distinction, awarded 
since the Civil War for ‘‘conspicuous gal-
lantry and intrepidity at the risk of life 
above and beyond the call of duty’’; 

Whereas 41 men of Hispanic origin have 
earned this distinction, including 21 such 
men who sacrificed their lives; 

Whereas many Hispanic Americans who 
served in the Armed Forces have continued 
their service to the United States; 

Whereas many Hispanic Americans are 
dedicated public servants, holding posts at 
the highest levels of government, including 3 
current seats in the United States Senate; 
and 

Whereas Hispanic Americans have a deep 
commitment to faith, family, and commu-
nity, an enduring work ethic, and a persever-
ance to succeed: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes September 15, 2006, through 

October 15, 2006, as Hispanic Heritage Month; 
(2) celebrates the vast contributions of His-

panic Americans to the strength and culture 
of the United States; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe Hispanic Heritage Month 
with appropriate programs and activities. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 115—EXPRESSING THE 
SENSE OF CONGRESS WITH RE-
SPECT TO RAISING AWARENESS 
AND ENHANCING THE STATE OF 
COMPUTER SECURITY IN THE 
UNITED STATES, AND SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL CYBER SE-
CURITY AWARENESS MONTH 

Mr. BURNS (for himself and Ms. 
CANTWELL) submitted the following 
concurrent resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation: 

S. CON. RES. 115 

Whereas over 205,000,000 Americans use the 
Internet in the United States, including over 
84,000,000 home-users through broadband con-
nections, to communicate with family and 
friends, manage their finances, pay their 
bills, improve their education, shop at home, 
and read about current events; 

Whereas the approximately 26,000,000 small 
businesses in the United States, who rep-
resent 99.7 percent of all United States em-
ployers and employ 50 percent of the private 
work force, increasingly rely on the Internet 
to manage their businesses, expand their 
customer reach, and enhance their connec-
tion with their supply chain; 

Whereas, according to the Department of 
Education, nearly 100 percent of public 
schools in the United States have Internet 

access, with approximately 93 percent of in-
structional classrooms connected to the 
Internet; 

Whereas having access to the Internet in 
the classroom enhances the education of our 
children by providing access to educational 
online content and encouraging responsible 
self-initiative to discover research resources; 

Whereas, according to the Pew Institute, 
almost 9 in 10 teenagers between the ages of 
12 and 17, or 87 percent of all youth (approxi-
mately 21,000,000 people) use the Internet, 
and 78 percent (or about 16,000,000 students) 
say they use the Internet at school; 

Whereas teen use of the Internet at school 
has grown 45 percent since 2000, and edu-
cating children of all ages about safe, secure, 
and ethical practices will not only protect 
their computer systems, but will also protect 
the physical safety of our children, and help 
them become good cyber citizens; 

Whereas the growth and popularity of so-
cial networking websites have attracted mil-
lions of teenagers, providing them with a 
range of valuable services; 

Whereas teens should be taught how to 
avoid potential threats like cyber bullies, 
online predators, and identity thieves that 
they may encounter while using cyber serv-
ices; 

Whereas the critical infrastructure of our 
Nation relies on the secure and reliable oper-
ation of information networks to support our 
Nation’s financial services, energy, tele-
communications, transportation, health 
care, and emergency response systems; 

Whereas cyber security is a critical part of 
the overall homeland security of our Nation, 
in particular the control systems that con-
trol and monitor our drinking water, dams, 
and other water management systems, our 
electricity grids, oil and gas supplies, and 
pipeline distribution networks, our transpor-
tation systems, and other critical manufac-
turing processes; 

Whereas terrorists and others with mali-
cious motives have demonstrated an interest 
in utilizing cyber means to attack our Na-
tion; 

Whereas the mission of the Department of 
Homeland Security includes securing the 
homeland against cyber terrorism and other 
attacks; 

Whereas Internet users and our informa-
tion infrastructure face an increasing threat 
of malicious attacks through viruses, worms, 
Trojans, and unwanted programs such as 
spyware, adware, hacking tools, and pass-
word stealers, that are frequent and fast in 
propagation, are costly to repair, and disable 
entire computer systems; 

Whereas, according to Privacy Rights 
Clearinghouse, since February 2005, over 
90,000,000 records containing personally-iden-
tifiable information have been breached, and 
the overall increase in serious data breaches 
in both the private and public sectors are 
threatening the security and well-being of 
the citizens of the United States; 

Whereas consumers face significant finan-
cial and personal privacy losses due to iden-
tity theft and fraud, as reported in over 
686,000 consumer complaints in 2005 received 
by the Consumer Sentinel database operated 
by the Federal Trade Commission; 

Whereas Internet-related complaints in 
2005 accounted for 46 percent of all reported 
fraud complaints received by the Federal 
Trade Commission; 

Whereas the total amount of monetary 
losses for such Internet-related complaints 
exceeded $680,000,000, with a median loss of 
$350 per complaint; 
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