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was created out of the segregated soci-
ety of Texas. Heman Sweatt, who 
wanted to attend the University of 
Texas Law School, could not do so be-
cause the doors were closed. So they al-
lowed him to go in the basement of 
that school but realizing that they 
could not block Negroes in the 1940s 
from achieving an education, the birth 
of Texas Southern University. How 
proud we are that out of that institu-
tion that came out of the ashes of seg-
regation we had the magnificent Mem-
bers of this body, the honorable Bar-
bara Jordan and Mickey Leland, both 
graduates of Texas Southern Univer-
sity. Its neighbor just down the street, 
Prairie View A&M University, has pro-
duced some of the outstanding African 
American engineers who have gone on 
to NASA and other institutions of en-
gineering prominence to be able to be 
the scientists, the engineers, and the 
mathematicians of this day and time. 

It is interesting to note that histori-
cally black colleges have always been 
alongside the black church, the place 
where the fight for segregation to end 
could find a place of comfort. Many do 
not know that there were few places 
that African Americans could meet in 
the 1800s and certainly in the 1900s. 
There were few places that African 
Americans could meet as they began to 
strategize for the civil rights move-
ment after the Brown v. Topeka Board 
of Education case of Thurgood Mar-
shall’s. They could meet at historically 
black colleges. In fact, Howard Univer-
sity is the anchor of civil rights law-
yers. The first place that civil rights 
lawyers could be trained was at How-
ard University. And major lawyers 
who, of course, led the way of the civil 
rights litigation of the 1950s and 1960s, 
lawyers who protected the rights of 
civil rights workers in the Deep South, 
came out of historically black colleges. 
And they were the places where the 
civil rights workers could meet, where 
the civil rights strategists could meet, 
with the likes of Martin Luther King, 
with the likes of Julian Bond, with the 
likes of Andrew Young, could meet and 
strategize. And, of course, many of 
them were the products of African 
American churches and denominations 
that provided the resources for those 
institutions. 

Let me speak of today because I 
think there is a challenge for histori-
cally black colleges, one, in our rec-
ognition, but they should be a chal-
lenge in this government. We have to 
do much better by historically black 
colleges. If you compare the research 
grants that have been given to other 
institutions of learning, the black col-
leges have not had their equal share. 
That is patently unfair. And I am de-
lighted that Texas Southern University 
will be hosting in February of 2007 a 
major minority institute research con-
ference to focus on that absence of dol-
lars coming from the Federal Govern-

ment because those colleges are equal 
too. I know they are equal because 
they rose to the occasion when the 
flood waters and winds raged in the 
Gulf Coast region. Those schools that 
were devastated were able to seek ref-
uge for their students in other histori-
cally black colleges. Dr. Francis, who 
heads up the Louisiana recovery, is the 
President of Xavier University. I salute 
him for his leadership. But his school 
was devastated. But other historically 
black colleges, like Texas Southern 
University and Prairie A&M, were the 
schools that opened their doors. So, 
frankly, I believe that we owe more to 
those schools. 

And my closing words are simply 
this: Corporate America, wake up. You 
are losing the opportunity to partner-
ship with major institutions, institu-
tions that go into the inner city and 
provide opportunities for children who 
could not have the doors open else-
where or their parents did not have the 
doors open elsewhere. Today they 
choose historically black colleges, but 
we must not throw away a huge per-
centage of Americans who are talented 
and ready to serve. Let us rise up as a 
government, provide the research dol-
lars, because they are equal. Let us be 
fair but not unfair. And corporate 
America, answer the call of fairness. 
Provide the partnerships with histori-
cally black colleges so they too can 
continue to march into the 21st cen-
tury and provide the leadership that 
has paved the way for equality, justice, 
and freedom for America. 

I salute the historically black col-
leges. It is their week, but the Nation 
belongs to them. As we belong to them, 
they will continue to serve. 

f 

THE CRISIS IN IRAQ 
Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent to speak out of 
turn. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia is recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, Last Sun-

day Vice President CHENEY appeared on 
NBC’s ‘‘Meet the Press’’ and provided a 
vivid example of George Santayana’s 
admonition that ‘‘those who do not 
learn from the past are doomed to re-
peat it.’’ 

After 31⁄2 years of bloody combat; 
after our Nation has lost more than 
2,600 of our military’s finest; after 
thousands more of our brave men and 
women have been wounded; after we 
have spent more than $300 billion; with 
no end in sight to the insurgency and 
Iraq plunging into civil war; and after 
finding no weapons of mass destruc-
tion, the very basis of that war, the 
Vice President told the American peo-
ple that ‘‘if we had to do it over again, 
we’d do exactly the same thing.’’ 

Never mind that the next day the 
Washington Post published an article 

on the front page entitled ‘‘Situation 
called Dire in West Iraq: Anbar is Lost 
Politically, Marine Analyst Says,’’ 
which revealed that the Marine Corps 
Chief of Intelligence had recently com-
pleted a report that concluded the 
prospects for securing Iraq’s western 
Anbar province are ‘‘dim’’ and that 
there is almost nothing the U.S. mili-
tary can do to improve the political 
and social situation there. According 
to Vice President CHENEY, ‘‘if we had 
to do it over again, we’d do exactly the 
same thing.’’ 

Never mind that our invasion of Iraq 
was predicated on the need to neu-
tralize Saddam Hussein’s active nu-
clear weapons program and destroy his 
stockpiles of chemical and biological 
weapons. But no weapons were ever 
found. According to Vice President 
CHENEY, ‘‘if we had to do it over again, 
we’d do exactly the same thing.’’ 

Never mind that retired senior mili-
tary officers, former U.S. diplomats, 
and a wide range of military and for-
eign policy experts see our efforts to 
pacify Iraq as undermined by a host of 
mistakes the administration has made 
in the prosecution of the war, including 
the failure to bring enough troops to 
secure the peace and the catastrophic 
decision to stand down the Iraqi army. 
According to our Vice President, ‘‘if we 
had to do it over again, we’d do exactly 
the same thing.’’ 

Never mind that our troops went into 
battle without adequate body armor 
and up-armored vehicles. According to 
the Vice President, ‘‘if we had to do it 
over again, we’d do exactly the same 
thing.’’ 

Never mind that countless billions 
have been spent on reconstruction with 
little to show for the effort, many bil-
lions unaccounted for. According to 
Vice President CHENEY, ‘‘if we had to 
do it over again, we’d do exactly the 
same thing.’’ 

Earlier this year House and Senate 
Democrats unveiled our ‘‘Real Secu-
rity’’ agenda that lays out a blueprint 
for a new direction in Iraq. Our plan 
calls for the establishment of full Iraqi 
sovereignty, provides for the respon-
sible redeployment of our forces to bet-
ter protect our troops and to facilitate 
the transfer of authority, and provides 
oversight, vigorous oversight, of the 
prosecution of the war and the recon-
struction of Iraq. This new direction in 
Iraq was rejected by the Republican 
majority in the House, which has en-
dorsed the President’s stay-the-course 
policy in Iraq, a policy which amounts 
to nothing more than more of the 
same. 

b 1830 

The majority in this House is 
complicit in this failed policy through 
its failure to oversee the war and to 
hold accountable those officials who 
have failed our troops and the Amer-
ican people. That failure of oversight 
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and the need to hold people account-
able has plagued Iraq from the very be-
ginning, and because this Congress, 
this Republican Congress, refuses to 
hold the President to account, we keep 
making the same mistakes over and 
over again. 

On April 26 of this year, in the Inter-
national Relations Committee, I asked 
the administration witnesses in our 
first hearing on Iraq whether they 
could name any individual who had 
been held accountable for the myriad 
failures in prosecuting the war on Iraq. 
The witnesses were silent for an inter-
minable 14 seconds before the Assistant 
Secretary of State replied, ‘‘That is 
way above our pay grade.’’ The answer, 
however, is no one has been held ac-
countable. 

That lack of oversight, the absence of 
accountability, the stubborn refusal to 
acknowledge that mistakes have been 
made has brought us to the precipice in 
Iraq. But as the Vice President re-
vealed so clearly last week, the senior 
officials in our government still blithe-
ly insist, If we had to do it over again, 
we would do exactly the same thing. 

Our troops in Iraq, their families 
here at home, the families of those who 
have served deserve better than a stub-
born insistence that all is well when it 
is not, that no mistakes have been 
made when there have been many, that 
no correction in course will be made 
because to do so would acknowledge 
error. That is unacceptable. 

The Democrats will provide a new di-
rection in America. The Democrats 
will provide a new direction for our na-
tional security. There is no time more 
than now when a new direction is nec-
essary. 

f 

TIME FOR A REALITY CHECK 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak out of 
order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia is recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, on May 

1, 2003, under a banner displaying the 
words, ‘‘Mission Accomplished,’’ Presi-
dent George W. Bush stated, ‘‘Major 
combat operations in Iraq have ended.’’ 

In the summer of 2005, Vice President 
CHENEY told Americans that the so- 
called insurgents of Iraq were in their 
last throes. 

Fast forward to the morning papers 
this week. The Washington Post, and I 
quote, ‘‘Situation Called Dire in West 
Iraq; Anbar is Lost Politically, Marine 
Analyst Says.’’ 

The San Francisco Chronicle, quote, 
‘‘Police Discover 65 Bodies Across 
Iraq.’’ 

The New York Times, ‘‘New Wave of 
Violence Flares Across Baghdad.’’ 

The BBC, ‘‘Iran Offers Iraq Full Sup-
port.’’ 

On top of that, according to the De-
partment of Defense, in September so 
far 23 of America’s brave servicemem-
bers died in this seemingly endless oc-
cupation. Throughout this occupation 
there have been 2,900 coalition deaths. 
Almost 2,700 of those are Americans. 
An average of 100 Iraqi civilians are 
dying each day. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time for a reality 
check. The so-called insurgents are not 
in their last throes. The mission is not 
accomplished, far from it. 

This administration, the President, 
the Vice President, Secretary Rums-
feld, and Secretary Rice, won’t admit 
they have made a mistake. Instead of 
planning for withdrawal, which is sup-
ported, by the way, by the American 
people and the Iraqi public as well, this 
administration is wearing blinders and 
pressing on. They even have the very 
nerve to question the patriotism of 
anyone who dares to take off the rose- 
colored glasses and speak the truth 
about the occupation of Iraq. 

What kind of America is that? Amer-
icans are asking, they are asking, are 
we safer than we were 5 years ago? 
They know the answer; the answer is 
no. They question why the President 
didn’t dedicate serious efforts to the 
capture of Osama bin Laden. And they 
know when they ask, is he working on 
that, the answer is no. And they also 
ask whether the President has dedi-
cated serious efforts to being a partner 
for peace in the Middle East, and the 
results that they see prove that the an-
swer is no. Instead, private citizens are 
being wiretapped, torture runs ramp-
ant, and the administration plays poli-
tics with the tragic events of Sep-
tember 11. 

Is this the kind of America we want 
to pass on to our children? Is this the 
kind of America that will win us 
friends on the world stage? The answer, 
of course, is no. It is time for a reality 
check. It is time to support an alter-
native to these misguided policies. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle to seriously con-
sider whether our current policy is 
going in the right direction, because 
Congress has the power to change it. 
Congress has the power to make the 
much-needed changes. And one impor-
tant change for Congress to make 
would be to resume our constitutional 
role and revoke the President’s Iraq 
war powers. We could also insist on a 
plan, and we must insist on a plan, to 
bring our troops home. And it is time 
to give Iraq back to the Iraqi people. 
But, most of all, it is time to tell the 
President, no more. 

I urge my colleagues, stand up for 
our troops. Cosponsor my bill, H.R. 
5875, the Iraq War Powers Repeal Act, 
because, Mr. Speaker, enough is 
enough. It is time to bring our troops 
home. 

RECOGNIZING AND CELEBRATING 
HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES 
AND UNIVERSITIES WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, it is a pleas-
ure for me to join my colleagues today in rec-
ognizing the vital contribution historically Black 
colleges and universities make to our Nation. 
I am especially pleased for the opportunity to 
honor these great institutions, which have 
given the African American community so 
much for so many years. 

HBCUs have been in existence for more 
than a century, fulfilling the hopes and dreams 
of many African Americans who might not 
have otherwise had the opportunity to achieve 
the dream of higher education. And they are 
still relevant and necessary today. 

As President Clinton once said, ‘‘Historically 
Black colleges and universities continue to 
play a vital role by adding to the diversity and 
caliber of the Nation’s higher education sys-
tem. Furthermore, these institutions remind all 
Americans of our obligations to uphold the 
principles of justice and equality enshrined in 
our Constitution.’’ 

While comprising less than 3 percent of all 
American colleges and universities, HBCUs 
educate nearly 85 percent of African-American 
college graduates in the United States. I am 
among them. 

As a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Howard 
University, and the proud father of another 
Howard University graduate, I know firsthand 
the opportunities these great institutions pro-
vide. 

In 2004, HBCUs turned out 131,241 African- 
American graduates with 4-year bachelors de-
grees. That represents the highest number of 
degrees awarded to African Americans in this 
Nation’s history—more than double the 
amount awarded in 1990. 

In the 7th District of Maryland, which I rep-
resent, Baltimore’s Morgan State University 
now ranks 8th nationally in the number of bac-
calaureate degrees earned by African Ameri-
cans. 

And these institutions are not just providing 
opportunities to their students. Across the 
length and breath of America, the more than 
100 HBCUs are having a positive impact upon 
the communities in which they are located— 
and upon the Nation as a whole. 

Coppin State University, also in my District, 
is demonstrating its crucial role in the commu-
nity by its ‘‘adoption’’ of nearby Rosemont Ele-
mentary School; and by the Nursing Center 
that offers affordable health care to the chil-
dren and adults in its vicinity. 

Mr. Speaker, we must continue to support 
these vitally important institutions of higher 
learning. 

I applaud the President for his proclamation 
acclaiming the contributions that HBCUs are 
making to all of America—and I urge him to 
work with my colleagues in Congress to match 
those words with the funding that these institu-
tions so desperately need. 

Our historically Black colleges and univer-
sities are remarkably adept at accomplishing a 
lot with a little, but they need more public sup-
port. Just look at the HBCUs hit by Hurricane 
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