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Katrina that continued providing class ses-
sions in what can be termed less than ideal 
circumstances. I applaud their resiliency. 

As we continue to celebrate HBCU week, let 
us not forget the social interest in keeping 
them vital and thriving. Each year, HBCUs 
produce the leaders of tomorrow: writers, mu-
sicians, actors, activists, business leaders, 
lawyers, doctors—and Members of Congress. 

Let’s honor these great American institutions 
by supporting our Nation’s HBCUs both in 
rhetoric and in practice—by providing sufficient 
funding for their continued existence. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HISTORICALLY 
BLACK COLLEGES AND UNIVER-
SITIES 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
ETHERIDGE) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to join my colleagues in recognition of National 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
Week. This special week, the nation pays trib-
ute to HBCUs that make such a difference de-
veloping young minds and shaping our future. 

As defined by the Higher Education Act of 
1965, HBCUs are ‘‘any historically black col-
lege or university that was established prior to 
1964, whose principle mission was, and is, the 
education of black Americans, and that is ac-
credited by a nationally recognized accrediting 
agency or association determined by the Sec-
retary (of Education) to be a reliable authority 
as to the quality of training offered or is, ac-
cording to such an agency or association, 
making reasonable progress toward accredita-
tion. 

Nearly fourteen percent of our country’s Afri-
can American students in higher education are 
enrolled at HBCUs. These colleges and uni-
versities are preparing a new generation of 
leaders, business people, teachers and schol-
ars. They play a vital role in ensuring that our 
higher education system is the finest in the 
world. This year’s HBCUs Week is themed, 
‘‘The Tradition Continues: New Successes and 
Challenges,’’ which is a tribute to the rich tra-
dition of HBCUs and the enduring role they 
play in the weave of our social fabric. 

North Carolina is home to several HBCUs, 
and I am particularly proud of the two in my 
Congressional District; Shaw University and 
Fayetteville State University. 

Shaw University, located in Raleigh, was 
founded in 1865, making it the oldest HBCU in 
the South. Shaw is a private, coeducational, 
liberal arts university, awarding degrees at 
both the undergraduate and graduate levels. 
Affiliated with the Baptist Church, the primary 
mission of the University is teaching with the 
commitment to maintain excellence in re-
search and academic programs that foster in-
tellectual enhancement and technological 
skills. Shaw stresses character development, 
which includes religious, cultural, social and 
ethical values. The Student Nonviolent Coordi-
nating Committee, a major force in the Civil 
Rights Movement, got its start at a conference 
held a Shaw in 1960. Dr. Clarence G. 
Newsome currently serves as President of 
Shaw University. 

Fayetteville State University is a constituent 
institution of the University of North Carolina. 

The primary mission of the university is to pro-
vide quality education to its students through 
a basic liberal arts foundation, specialized pro-
fessional training, and specific graduate pro-
grams. The university is fully accredited by the 
Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools. In addition, individual university de-
partments, degree programs, and service 
functions hold memberships and accredita-
tions with appropriate professional organiza-
tions. Chancellor T.J. Bryan is the tenth Chief 
Executive Officer of the 138-year old HBCU 
and the first female to head the institution. 

Mr. Speaker, as the former Superintendent 
of North Carolina’s public schools, I know well 
the outstanding contributions made to our 
state and nation by Shaw University, Fayette-
ville State University and all of our Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities, and I am 
pleased to join my colleagues in paying tribute 
to national HBCUs Week. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF HBCU WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. SCOTT) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise to recognize Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities Week. Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities play a critical role in the 
American higher education system. This year’s 
theme—‘‘The Tradition Continues: New Suc-
cesses and Challenges’’—is especially fitting 
considering the precarious state of affairs of 
higher education funding and student aid for 
all institutions of higher education. These 
theme is also appropriate as many HBCUs 
around the country welcomed students dis-
placed last year by Hurricane Katrina. 

For most of America’s history, African Amer-
icans who received a college education could 
only get it from and HBCU. Today, HBCUs re-
main one of the surest ways for an African 
American, or student of any race, to receive a 
high quality education. In 1965, Congress offi-
cially defined an HBCU in Title III of the High-
er Education Act as an institution: whose prin-
cipal mission was the education of black 
Americans; that is accredited; and that was 
established before 1964. 

The first HBCU, Cheney University in Penn-
sylvania, was founded in 1837. Today, there 
are 105 Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities. I am proud to have 5 HBCUs in my 
home State of Virginia: Hampton University, 
Norfolk State University, Saint Paul’s College, 
Virginia State University, and Virginia Union 
University. 

HBCUs graduate far more than their share 
of African American professionals. While the 
105 HBCUs represent just 3 percent of the 
Nation’s institutions of higher learning, they 
graduate nearly one-quarter of African Ameri-
cans who earn undergraduate degrees. 

HBCUs, because of their unique sensibility 
to the special needs of young African Amer-
ican minds, remain the institutions that dem-
onstrate the most effective ability to graduate 
African American students who are poised to 
be competitive in the corporate, research, aca-
demic, governmental and military arenas. 

Consider these statistics: 
Experts in their chosen field 

Over half of all African American profes-
sionals are graduates of HBCUs. 

Nine of the top ten colleges that graduate 
the most African Americans who go on to earn 
Ph.D.s are HBCUs. 

More than 50 percent of the Nation’s African 
American public school teachers and 70 per-
cent of African American dentists earned de-
grees at HBCUs. 

HBCUs Spelman College and Bennett Col-
lege produce over half of the nation’s African 
American female doctorates in all science 
fields. 

Excellent Institutions 
As ranked by Black Enterprise in 2003, 

seven of the top ten ‘‘Top Colleges and Uni-
versities for African Americans,’’ including the 
top six, were HBCUs. 

HBCU Xavier University #1 nationally in 
placing African-Americans into medical school. 

HBCUs also dominate the upper echelon in 
terms of numbers of African American grad-
uates per school for the last academic year 

Seven of the top eight producers of African- 
American baccalaureates overall were 
HBCUs, including #1 Florida A&M University 
and #2 Howard University. 

Sixteen of the top 21 producers of African 
American baccalaureates in biological and bio-
medical sciences were HBCUs, including the 
entire top six: Xavier University of LA (#1), 
Hampton University (#2), Howard University 
(#3), Morgan State University (#4), Jackson 
State University (#5), and Tennessee State 
University (#6). 

Eight of the top nine producers of African 
American baccalaureates in mathematics and 
statistics were HBCUs: #1 Morehouse Col-
lege, #2 South Carolina State University, #3 
Alabama State University, #3 Spelman Col-
lege, #5 Southern University and A&M Col-
lege, #6 Tennessee State University, #7 
Hampton University, and #9 Howard Univer-
sity. 

Three of the top five producers of African 
American baccalaureates in psychology were 
HBCUs: #1 Florida A&M University, #3 Hamp-
ton University, and #5 Howard University. 

While these statistics overwhelmingly dem-
onstrate the importance of HBCUs, the proof 
of the power of an HBCU is in the success of 
its graduates. I am proud to serve with 15 
members of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives that are graduates of these fine institu-
tions. 

Mr. Speaker, HBCUs have played an impor-
tant role in educating African-American stu-
dents. I would like to commend them for their 
past efforts and wish them continued success 
in the future. I am confident that HBCUs will 
continue to ensure that students of all races 
receives a quality higher education. 

f 

THE WEEK THAT WAS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, What a 
week this has been. It began on Sunday when 
the President dispatched his Secretary of 
State and Vice President to the Sunday talk- 
shows to re-create the Administration’s fiction 
that Iraq and al-Qaeda were connected. 
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