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Commission said we should do for Border Pa-
trol agents, we are still 1,550 short on deten-
tion beds. 

Never let it be said that we did the least we 
could do—this Congress is paying for less 
than what the 9/11 Commission said was the 
least we should do. And let me add that it took 
a national guilt trip and backlash to get this 
Congress to pay for the least amount of Bor-
der Patrol agents the 9/11 Commission de-
manded. 

What has appalled so many of us is that 
DHS is releasing thousands of illegal immi-
grants into the general population of the U.S. 
because they simply do not have the detention 
space to hold them. These illegal immi-
grants—also referred to as OTMs (other than 
Mexicans)—are given what they call ‘‘walking 
papers’’ and are released on their own recog-
nizance with an order to appear at a deporta-
tion hearing weeks after their release. 

In fact, they are asked where they are trav-
eling to in order to give them a hearing near 
their final destination. Of course, they rarely 
return. This is hurting the morale of our U.S. 
Border Patrol Agents and it is a misguided 
process. 

Because of ‘‘catch and release’’ the number 
of immigrants who have come across our bor-
ders has significantly increased. According to 
the April 2006 Department of Homeland Secu-
rity Inspector General report here’s what 
underfunding border security means: 774,112 
illegal immigrants were apprehended during 
the past three years. Of those, 280,987—or 36 
pecent—were released largely due to a lack of 
personnel, bed space and funding. 

Our willful neglect of our border security had 
galled our fellow citizens. As a political ges-
ture, this Administration and this Congress 
want to build a wall and militarize the border? 
That’s not what we need. We need to keep 
our promises to the American people and fund 
the promises we made. 

We must send a clear message that when 
you cross our borders illegally, you will be 
caught and detained. I get our desperate fiscal 
situation. But compromising border security is 
not the way to trim the deficit. 

At some point, this Congress must deal with 
the national security risks that remains with 
the very large number of OTMs released into 
the general population who are still unac-
counted for. Funding the effort to locate all the 
released OTMs is going to make paying for 
the minimum number of agents and beds 
seem like child’s play. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the conference report. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the conference report. 
Pursuant to clause 10 of rule XX, the 

yeas and nays are ordered. 
Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-

ther proceedings on this question will 
be postponed. 

f 

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE 
SENATE 

A further message from the Senate 
by Ms. Curtis, one of its clerks, an-

nounced that the Senate has passed a 
bill of the following title in which the 
concurrence of the House is requested: 

S. 3661. An act to amend section 29 of the 
International Air Transportation Competi-
tion Act of 1979 relating to air transpor-
tation to and from Love Field, Texas. 

f 

WAIVING POINTS OF ORDER 
AGAINST CONFERENCE REPORT 
ON H.R. 5122, JOHN WARNER NA-
TIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2007 

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker, 
by direction of the Committee on 
Rules, I call up House Resolution 1062 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1062 
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to consider the 
conference report to accompany the bill 
(H.R. 5122) to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2007 for military activities of the 
department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and 
for other purposes. All points of order 
against the conference report and against its 
consideration are waived. The conference re-
port shall be considered as read. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. COLE) is 
recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker, 
for the purpose of debate only, I yield 
the customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. MAT-
SUI), pending which I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. During consid-
eration of this resolution, all time 
yielded is for the purpose of debate 
only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and attach 
tabular and extraneous material. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker, 

today, the Rules Committee met and 
reported a special rule for consider-
ation of H.R. 5122, the fiscal year 2007 
National Defense Authorization Act. 
The rule waives all points of order 
against the conference report and 
against its consideration and provides 
that the conference report shall be con-
sidered as read. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the 
rule for H.R. 5122 and the underlying 
legislation. Today, we are at a critical 
juncture. The conference report for the 
fiscal year 2007 National Defense Au-
thorization Act is before us. This legis-
lative companion to the fiscal year 2007 
defense appropriations bill authorizes 
and provides critical legislative lan-

guage for full implementation of our 
defense policies. 

Let us be clear: This is an excellent 
piece of legislation, a good bipartisan 
package that represents the best work 
of the House Armed Services Com-
mittee. Recognizing that, I would like 
to personally thank both the gen-
tleman from California, Chairman 
HUNTER, and the gentleman from Mis-
souri, Ranking Member SKELTON, for 
delivering a package that I am sure al-
most all of us can support. 

Mr. Speaker, having served on the 
House Armed Services Committee and 
currently being a member on leave of 
absence from that committee, I know 
how closely the members of that com-
mittee work together to achieve a bill 
that is bipartisan, that is good for our 
servicemen and women and that is 
good for increasing the security of our 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, this year, the Armed 
Services Committee produced a bill 
that contains several major legislative 
initiatives and funding impacts. 
Among them are an additional $70 bil-
lion in supplemental bridge funding to 
support the war on terror’s operations 
costs; personnel expenses and procure-
ment of new equipment; additional 
funding for force protection needs in 
support of Operation Enduring Free-
dom and Operation Iraqi Freedom, in-
cluding up-armored Humvees, Humvee 
IED protection kits and gunner protec-
tion kits, IED jammers and state-of- 
the-art body armor; a 2.2 percent pay 
raise for all members of our Armed 
Forces; and an increase of 30,000 per-
sonnel for the Army and 5,000 personnel 
for the Marine Corps to help them sus-
tain their required missions. 

b 1600 
The bill blocks the Department of 

Defense proposed TRICARE Prime, 
Standard, and Select Reserve fee in-
creases. The bill authorizes grants and 
loan guarantees to U.S. shipyards to 
approve their efficiency, cost effective-
ness, and international competitive-
ness. The bill fully funds the imme-
diate Army and Marine Corps short-
falls for replenishing supplies and re-
placing equipment in the amount of 
$17.1 billion for the Army and $5.7 bil-
lion for the Marines. 

Mr. Speaker, more importantly this 
legislation directly supports our serv-
icemen and -women in the field and on 
deployment. Operations in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan are dependent on us passing 
this legislation that contains so many 
changes in legislative language. 

Mr. Speaker, a bumper sticker we 
often read says: ‘‘I support our troops.’’ 
Today we have that opportunity and 
responsibility. We could support our 
troops and improve the security of our 
Nation in a way that other Americans 
cannot. We can offer our vote in sup-
port of this legislation as 60 of 61 mem-
bers of the House Armed Services Com-
mittee did when they initially passed 
the bill. 
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