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I would tell the gentlewoman she has 

my word I will never hunt on that is-
land. The only thing I will do is help 
the wounded veterans get over and help 
them in any way to have a good time. 
I think this is absolutely appropriate. 
It is not going to push a single member 
of the public off that island. Almost 
nobody goes to it right now because it 
takes a boat ride or plane ride to get to 
that island. This will bring happiness 
to many, many military families. I 
think it is appropriate that we do this. 

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to the 
time when maybe the gentlewoman and 
I could go over with some of our 
wounded guys and watch them having 
a good time over there and agree that 
this is a good thing. 

I thank the gentleman for letting me 
speak. 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. CAPPS) to respond. 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, just in re-
sponse, because I am happy to accom-
pany the chairman any time he wishes 
to go to the island. I have been there. 
There have been many thousands of 
visitors this year. Yes, it is a rugged 
place. That is one of the appeals of it. 
Much of the natural resource that is 
there, cultural and animal and flora, 
that have been destroyed in part by 
first the cattle, now the cattle are 
gone, and by the deer and elk, it is a 
prized area for archaeologists and oth-
ers to understand the history of the ge-
ography of our country. That is one of 
the reasons to remove the elk. 

Extermination has been ameliorated 
by the Park Service’s interest, and an 
invitation has already been extended to 
offer support to the family in removing 
without injuring the animals at the ap-
propriate time after the settlement has 
been arranged. 

It is also the case that the park su-
perintendent is looking forward to an 
opportunity to make this island more 
accessible to those with disabilities. 
Veterans are not excluded from the is-
land, nor would they ever be. 

Also, hunting has been especially 
provided for our veterans on all kinds 
of public lands, including many mili-
tary bases, as I am sure the chairman 
already knows. That is why the Para-
lyzed Veterans said there are many 
other places we can hunt, and now they 
would be extended an opportunity with 
special accommodations to visit the is-
land like the rest of the public has. 

There have been many attempts on 
the part of the Park Service, and this 
will continue, to reach out to people 
with special needs to make available 
the wonderful resources on the island. 

I am happy to take the chairman up 
on his invitation to visit the island. 

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman 
from California (Mr. HUNTER). 

Mr. HUNTER. That island is over 50 
square miles. Can the gentlewoman tell 

me how many people from the public 
visit the island per day on a given day? 

I yield to the gentlewoman. 
Mrs. CAPPS. I don’t have those num-

bers, but I can certainly make them 
available to you. Even with it being off 
limits to the public 5 months of the 
year, it is either 5,000 or 8,000 visitors 
that were out there last year. Part of 
the attraction of the island is its re-
moteness and the fact that it is set 
apart. 

Mr. HUNTER. Reclaiming my time, 
if there are 5,000 people per year, that 
means roughly 20 people per day on 
that entire island. That’s 5,000 people. 
With 365 days a year, 10 people a day, 
so 3,000 people and if you double that, 
20 people a day for 50-square miles. 
That means there is one visitor from 
the public per 2 square miles on that is-
land per day. 

Now we have many, many places in 
America where we have mixed use, 
where you have hunters and fishermen 
and members of the public. These dis-
abled veterans, they are not going to 
push anybody off the island. If you 
compare that to our other parks like 
Yosemite, with thousands of peole 
coming per day, 10 or 20 people per day 
on a 50-square mile is no density what-
soever. 

In fact, I bet you that the park em-
ployees, the U.S. Government employ-
ees, on many days outnumber, because 
there are more than 20 of them at any 
time on the island, I bet you they out-
number the number of visitors. 

I will tell the gentlewoman, because 
you have to take a boat trip or an air-
plane to get to that park, you will 
never have the type of visitors you get 
in parks where people can drive up. So 
that makes it perfect for these wound-
ed people, these great American vet-
erans, to come on over and have a 
great outdoor experience. 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, the rule before us 
makes in order a balanced agreement 
on the fiscal year 2007 Defense author-
ization bill. I urge all Members to sup-
port its adoption. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself the balance of my time. 

Today, in closing, I want to reiterate 
the importance of passing this rule. 
This rule allows us to move forward 
and pass necessary legislation and do 
the business of the American people. 

Mr. Speaker, I particularly again 
want to thank the distinguished chair-
man of the House Armed Services Com-
mittee, the gentleman from California 
(Mr. HUNTER), and also the ranking 
member, the distinguished gentleman 
from Missouri (Mr. SKELTON). They 
have worked together on this legisla-
tion and presented us with a truly 
model bill and one I think they ad-
justed during the legislative process to 

meet the needs of American men and 
women who are serving under very dif-
ficult circumstances to protect this 
country. 

I particularly appreciate the fact 
that they made sure that these deserv-
ing individuals got a pay raise, that 
they made sure that the people who de-
fended the country in the past were not 
subjected to unnecessary fee increases 
in the Tricare system, and they worked 
hard to shift funds towards force pro-
tection and the protection of individual 
American soldiers. And, at the same 
time, they addressed the very, very se-
rious and critical needs of the Army 
and Marine Corps in terms of addi-
tional personnel and additional equip-
ment. 

I think the chairman and the ranking 
member can be exceptionally proud of 
their efforts, and I think all of us can 
appreciate the bipartisan spirit that 
the members of the House Armed Serv-
ices Committee acted in, and I am sure 
when we vote later today we will have 
a strong vote in support of the legisla-
tion. 

Obviously, it comes as no surprise 
that I intend to vote for the rule and 
the underlying legislation. I urge my 
colleagues to do the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time, and I move the previous 
question on the resolution. 

The previous question was ordered. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

RESIGNATION FROM THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MURPHY) laid before the House the fol-
lowing resignation from the House of 
Representatives: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, September 29, 2006. 

Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Capitol Building, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I hereby resign as the 
representative of the 16th Congressional Dis-
trict of Florida, effective today. 

Sincerely, 
MARK FOLEY, 

Member of Congress. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, September 29, 2006. 

Hon. JEB BUSH, 
Governor, State of Florida, 
Tallahassee, FL. 

DEAR GOVERNOR BUSH: I hereby resign as 
the representative of the 16th Congressional 
District of Florida, effective today. 

Sincerely, 
MARK FOLEY, 

Member of Congress. 

f 

JOHN WARNER NATIONAL DE-
FENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2007 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 
to House Resolution 1062, I call up the 
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