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Illinois is following a tradition estab-

lished during the campaign against 
apartheid in South Africa. Like that 
campaign, the Illinois law is a public 
expression that the citizens of my 
State and others that have passed simi-
lar legislation do not want to be party 
to supporting a foreign government 
that preys upon its own people. It is 
both symbolic and very tangible: the 
people of Illinois are choosing how they 
will invest their money. That is an act 
very much within their rights, and I 
salute their efforts. 

Passage of the Darfur Peace and Ac-
countability Act is an important and 
overdue step. But we must do more to 
ensure that the United Nations peace-
keeping mission is implemented: the 
people of Darfur need UN boots on the 
ground, and the world must live up to 
its promises to end the genocide. 

Mr. OBAMA. Because Senator DURBIN 
has hit the major points, I will simply 
say that the atrocities in Darfur are a 
moral and humanitarian emergency, 
and the people of the United States 
should be searching for effective tools 
to help end this violence and blood-
shed. While not the only answer, I be-
lieve that divestment by individual 
States can be a part of the solution—it 
certainly was so during the fight to end 
apartheid in South Africa. 

I strongly support the provision in 
the House-passed bill on this issue. My 
sense is that there was bipartisan, bi-
cameral support for this provision. But 
because of the objections of a few key 
members of Congress, this provision 
was dropped in the interest of passing 
the Darfur Peace and Accountability 
Act, which I believe has some impor-
tant provisions, before the Congress re-
cesses at the end of this month. 

I am wondering if the senior Senator 
from Illinois, who is also the Assistant 
Democratic Leader, shares this view 
and if he could comment on this issue. 

Mr. DURBIN. I agree with the junior 
Senator from Illinois. There is a very 
powerful commitment in both Houses 
to take a meaningful stand against the 
genocide in Sudan. State governments, 
universities, and other institutions 
from coast to coast have passed divest-
ment measures. Those voices have been 
heard in Congress, and I agree there is 
strong bicameral, bipartisan support 
for divestment, but that no single pro-
vision could be allowed to jeopardize 
passage of this important legislation, 
given the situation on the ground in 
Darfur. 

Mr. OBAMA. I thank the senior Sen-
ator from Illinois. As Senator DURBIN 
outlined, the State of Illinois has a 
long and proud history on the issue of 
divestment. I know that we will both 
continue to engage to push our govern-
ment and the international community 
to do all it can to halt the violence in 
Darfur and, as part of our efforts, 
search to enact divestment language 
into law. I hope to draw upon the sup-

port, just mentioned by Senator DUR-
BIN, in pushing this measure forward 
over the coming months. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

CONGRATULATIONS, TERRY 
SAUVAIN, THE ‘‘MAN FROM 
NOTRE DAME’’ 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, every year, 
the University of Notre Dame presents 
its annual Rev. John J. Cavanaugh, 
C.S.C., Award to one of its alumni for 
extraordinary accomplishment in the 
field of public service. This prestigious 
award, which was established in 1985, is 
named in honor of the University’s 14th 
president, the Rev. John J. Cavanaugh. 

I am most pleased and proud to an-
nounce that the 2006 Cavanaugh Award 
is being presented to one of the Sen-
ate’s very own, Mr. Terrence E. 
Sauvain, the minority staff director of 
the Senate Appropriations Committee. 

Terry graduated from Notre Dame in 
1963. He is tremendously proud to be a 
graduate of that great university. In 
fact, I have often referred to him as 
‘‘the man from Notre Dame.’’ Notre 
Dame is the university that has given 
us such American legends as Knute 
Rockne, George Gipp, and the Four 
Horsemen. Now, up there with them on 
Notre Dame’s roll of honor will be 
Terry Sauvain. 

After graduating from Notre Dame, 
and earning a master’s degree from 
George Washington University, Terry 
worked for several Federal agencies, 
including the National Institutes of 
Health and the U.S. Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare. 

In 1973, Terry worked as a clerk on 
the DC Appropriations Subcommittee 
in the service of Senator Birch Bayh, 
and that launched his remarkable ca-
reer on this important Senate com-
mittee. He has performed in a number 
of capacities on the Appropriations 
Committee, including serving as the 
majority staff director, when I was 
chairman between 2001–2003. Terry is 
only 14th person to hold that position 
since the creation of the Appropria-
tions Committee in 1867. 

I have been indeed fortunate to have 
Terry on my staff for so many years. In 
every task I have asked him to under-
take, including 2 years of service as the 
Secretary to the minority leader, 
Terry has performed his duties with 
courtesy, dedication, efficiency, and 
diligence. In every position, he has 
gone above and beyond the call of duty 
in performing the work of the Senate, 
and for that, I am truly grateful. 

His outstanding service to the Senate 
has earned him a variety of honors and 
recognitions. A few years ago, he was 
awarded an honorary doctorate of hu-
mane letters from Wheeling Jesuit 
University in West Virginia. Last year, 
he received the Nyumbani Medallion of 
Hope for his work in assisting me in 
the humanitarian fight to bring relief 

to children with HIV/AIDS in Africa. 
He is a perennial selection to Roll 
Call’s ‘‘Fabulous Fifty’’ list of top con-
gressional staffers. 

In addition to his work in the Senate, 
Terry served our country for more than 
30 years—1963–1994—in the US Coast 
Guard, where he attained the rank of 
captain. Once again, he has been the 
recipient of various honors. He has 
earned the National Guard’s Eagle 
Award for his role in the U.S. Coast 
Guard-U.S. National Guard Counter- 
Drug Program, and the Coast Guard’s 
Meritorious Service Medal. 

I have always maintained that, 
‘‘there are three things that drive 
Terry Sauvain: his family, his service 
to our country . . . and Notre Dame.’’ 
Now Terry receives this well-deserved, 
prestigious award from his beloved 
alma mater. I know he is thrilled. I am 
thrilled for him for his lovely wife of 38 
years, Veronica, and their three chil-
dren, Marie Robertson, Catherine, and 
Terry, Jr. 

Mr. President, I sincerely thank the 
University of Notre Dame for honoring 
Terry for his years of dedicated public 
service to the Senate and to our coun-
try. And I congratulate him for being 
the recipient of this distinguished 
award. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GENERAL MICHAEL 
HAGEE 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 
rise today to pay tribute to GEN Mi-
chael W. Hagee, the Commandant of 
the Marine Corps, as he prepares to re-
linquish the helm of the Corps and re-
tire to private life after more than 38 
years of selfless service to our Nation 
as a U.S. Marine. 

Mike Hagee was well prepared for 
leadership. Raised in Fredericksburg, 
TX, as the son of a Navy veteran, Gen-
eral Hagee received an appointment to 
the U.S. Naval Academy. After grad-
uating with distinction, he was com-
missioned as a second lieutenant in 
1968. General Hagee also holds a master 
of science degree in electrical engineer-
ing from the U.S. Naval Postgraduate 
School, a master of arts degree in Na-
tional Security and Strategic Studies 
from the Naval War College, and is a 
graduate of the Marine Corps Com-
mand and Staff College. 

General Hagee is a Marine’s marine. 
As a battle-tested infantry officer, he 
served as an infantry platoon and com-
pany commander in Vietnam, a bat-
talion commander, Marine expedi-
tionary unit commander, and as the 
commanding general of the First Ma-
rine Division and the First Marine Ex-
peditionary Force. From the fire-swept 
rice paddies of Vietnam to Operation 
Iraqi Freedom, his keen vision and 
steadfast leadership have set the stand-
ard for future generations of marines. 
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In addition to these commands, Gen-
eral Hagee’s professional career has in-
cluded a wide variety of other com-
mand and staff assignments including 
two tours of duty instructing at the 
U.S. Naval Academy and a tour in the 
Office of the Director of Central Intel-
ligence. 

General Hagee’s impeccable service 
and brave leadership are also reflected 
in the awards he has received through-
out his career. His personal decorations 
include the Defense Distinguished 
Service Medal with palm, Defense Su-
perior Service Medal, Legion of Merit 
with two Gold Stars, Bronze Star with 
Combat ‘‘V,’’ Defense Meritorious 
Service Medal, Meritorious Service 
Medal with one Gold Star, Navy 
Achievement Medal with one Gold 
Star, the Combat Action Ribbon, and 
the National Intelligence Distin-
guished Service Medal. 

In early 2003, General Hagee became 
the 33rd Commandant of a Marine 
Corps that was fully engaged in the 
global war on terror. Since then, many 
of us in these Chambers have had the 
privilege to work with General Hagee 
on matters of great importance to our 
Nation’s defense. The Marine Corps’ 
professionalism, adaptability, and ex-
cellence as they operate across the full 
spectrum of conflict are a testament to 
his vision and exemplary leadership. 

I know that a grateful Nation shares 
my admiration for the general—a cou-
rageous leader whose discerning wis-
dom and deep sense of duty have been 
a linchpin to the security of this Na-
tion during a truly challenging time— 
we have been fortunate in having him 
as the Commandant of our Corps of Ma-
rines. I am confident that my col-
leagues join me in expressing the 
gratefulness of the U.S. Senate, as well 
as thanking his wife Silke and their 
children for the years they have shared 
him with his country. Godspeed, Gen-
eral Hagee we wish you well. 

f 

THE STATE OF THE ECONOMY 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, most 
American families have lost ground in 
the Bush economy and are working 
harder than ever to keep up with rising 
living expenses. 

The administration is trying to paint 
a rosy picture of the economy, but the 
American people know better. They 
know that the President’s policies are 
not working for them. 

Despite 4 years of economic expan-
sion, job growth has been modest, 
wages are failing to keep pace with in-
flation, real incomes are falling, house-
hold debt is rising, employer-provided 
health insurance coverage is declining, 
and private pensions are in jeopardy. 

Slow job growth and stagnant wages 
during the Bush administration have 
depressed families’ incomes. Adjusted 
for inflation, median household income 
in 2005 was 2.7 percent lower than it 

was in 2000 a loss of nearly $1,300 during 
President Bush’s time in office. 

Strong productivity growth has 
translated into higher profits for busi-
nesses, but not more take-home pay for 
average workers. Wages, the most im-
portant source of income for most fam-
ilies, have not kept pace with sky-
rocketing costs for many living ex-
penses and many households are send-
ing more family members to work in 
order to maintain their current living 
standards. This trend is likely to con-
tinue, since workers may find it even 
harder to get pay raises now that eco-
nomic growth and job creation have 
begun to slow. 

Indeed, as a recent Washington Post 
editorial observed: ‘‘[T]he recent phe-
nomenon of wages falling even during 
good times is disturbing and excep-
tional.’’ Mr. President, I would like to 
enter the entire Washington Post edi-
torial from September 4, 2006, into the 
RECORD, and note that the editorial 
goes on to say: ‘‘So whereas past presi-
dents could declare that a rising tide 
lifted all boats, Mr. Bush cannot hon-
estly do so.’’ 

Higher prices for gasoline, college 
education, and medical care are squeez-
ing the take-home pay of workers. Col-
lege tuition is up 44 percent; health in-
surance premiums are up 87 percent; 
and the price of gasoline was only $1.45 
per gallon when the President took of-
fice. 

A recent survey by Lake Research 
found that 3 out of 10 workers have 
taken on debt for necessities like food, 
utility costs, and gasoline. That is 
shocking on its face, but not surprising 
when you learn that household debt hit 
a record high this year. Average house-
hold debt has increased by more than 
$26,000 since 2000, from about $75,400 to 
$101,700 per household. For the first 
time since the Great Depression, the 
Nation registered a negative personal 
savings rate last year. Far too many 
Americans are forced to spend more 
than they earn just to get by. 

Sadly, the administration has made 
no real progress against the rising tide 
of poverty in America. Nearly 51⁄2 and a 
half million more Americans have fall-
en into poverty since President Bush 
took office—37 million Americans are 
now living in poverty, including 13 mil-
lion children. 

We are the richest Nation in the 
world and yet more than 1 in 6 Amer-
ican children lives in poverty. The 
number of poor children has increased 
by more than 11 percent during the 
first 5 years of the Bush administra-
tion, but the number of children receiv-
ing temporary assistance for needy 
families, TANF, has declined by 15.5 
percent over the same time period, ac-
cording to the Department of Health 
and Human Services. 

So while the President stumps for 
more tax cuts for people who don’t 
need them, the basic needs of millions 

of children go unmet. Even after Hurri-
canes Katrina and Rita put the spot-
light on this shameful problem, Ameri-
cans are slipping into poverty much 
more easily than before and finding it 
so much harder to escape once they are 
there. 

What must the American people 
think about this Congress’s priorities 
when the Republican majority is more 
interested in finding a way to repeal 
the estate tax than in finding a way to 
reduce poverty? As Senator GRASSLEY, 
chairman of the Finance Committee, 
put it last year after the hurricanes, 
‘‘It’s a little unseemly to be talking 
about eliminating the estate tax at a 
time when people are suffering.’’ 

The majority in Congress has thwart-
ed efforts to address the needs of people 
living in poverty but twice tried to roll 
back the estate tax this year. Ninety- 
nine percent of estates pay no estate 
tax at all and those who do are multi-
million-dollar estates. Far from being 
a ‘‘death tax,’’ the estate tax falls on 
heirs who seldom had any real role in 
earning the wealth built up by the es-
tate holder. 

The minimum wage—which hasn’t 
been raised in 9 years is an important 
policy tool to lift low-income families 
out of poverty, but the majority in 
Congress won’t let us have an up-or- 
down vote without poison pills like the 
estate tax. 

No one who works full time should 
have to live in poverty, but the current 
minimum wage isn’t enough to bring 
even a single parent with one child 
over the poverty line—even if the par-
ent works 40 hours a week, 52 weeks a 
year. The average minimum wage 
worker brings home more than half of 
their family’s weekly earnings, and 80 
percent of those who would benefit 
from an increase in the minimum wage 
are adult workers. 

The policy priorities of the adminis-
tration and the majority in Congress 
are truly misplaced. 

The ranks of those without health in-
surance have also grown by nearly 7 
million on President Bush’s watch. The 
number of uninsured increased to a 
record high 46.6 million in 2005—1.3 mil-
lion more than in 2004. More Americans 
are now without health insurance than 
at any point since the Census Bureau 
began collecting comparable data near-
ly 20 years ago. 

Soaring health care costs have con-
tributed to the decline of employer- 
sponsored health insurance, which is 
the largest component of the U.S. 
health insurance system. The percent-
age of Americans with employment- 
based health insurance fell to 59.5 per-
cent in 2005, which is the lowest it has 
been since 1993. 

If you are lucky enough to have 
health insurance, you are paying a lot 
more for it. Health insurance pre-
miums for the average family have 
soared by 87 percent—a stunning $5,325 
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