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the recovery. Moreover, 5.4 percent of the 
population now occupies the ranks of the ex-
tremely poor, with incomes less than half 
the poverty line. That’s the highest rate of 
deep poverty since 1997. 

In a speech at Columbia University on 
Aug. 1, Treasury Secretary Henry M. 
Paulson, Jr. rightly acknowledged that 
‘‘amid this country’s strong economic expan-
sion, many Americans simply aren’t feeling 
the benefits.’’ Mr. Paulson needs to explain 
this point to Mr. Bush, who appears to see 
things differently. But beyond a change of 
language, the president needs to understand 
that his tax and spending policies must do 
more than target growth. If policies do not 
take inequality into account, the majority of 
Americans won’t benefit from economic ex-
pansion—and popular support for free trade 
and other pro-growth ideas will continue to 
deteriorate. 

f 

VERMONT LAKE MONSTERS 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today I 

wish to applaud the Washington Na-
tionals and the Vermont Lake Mon-
sters for extending their player devel-
opment contract for the next 2 years. 
This new agreement will keep Vermont 
as the New York-Penn League affiliate 
for Washington through at least the 
2008 season. 

Vermont has been the NY-Penn 
League affiliate of the Montreal Expos/ 
Washington Nationals since joining the 
league in 1994, and the Vermont-Mon-
treal/Washington affiliation is now the 
longest current partnership in the 
league. The Vermont team’s on-field 
success is highlighted by winning the 
New York-Penn League championship 
in 1996. 

Since beginning the partnership in 
1994, Vermont has seen 46 of its players 
reach the Major Leagues. Eighteen of 
those 46 players were on Major League 
rosters during the 2006 season. On top 
of that, two players have been part of 
World Series championship teams— 
Geoff Blum for the Chicago White Sox 
in 2005, and Orlando Cabrera for the 
Boston Red Sox in 2004. 

While the teams have struggled on 
the field of late, I am confident that 
the new Washington ownership will 
make a firm commitment to bolstering 
their player development program. The 
Lake Monsters’ owner Ray Pecor and 
general manager C.J. Knudsen also 
should be commended for their hard 
work and dedication in running a top- 
notch franchise in Vermont. In short 
order, the Lake Monsters should get 
back to its winning ways and fans in 
Vermont and Washington will benefit. 
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TRIBUTE TO KEN CUNNINGHAM 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 

want to take this opportunity at the 
end of a Congress to express may grati-
tude and best wishes to Ken 
Cunningham, a long-time friend and 
staffer who has been like family to my 
wife Barbara and me for more than 25 
years and left my staff a few months 
ago. 

He served me in a number of posi-
tions during those years, including 
chief of staff general counsel, legisla-
tive director, and legislative assist-
ant—sometimes juggling multiple posi-
tions at once. I used to joke with him 
about all the titles that he had accu-
mulated. 

But now faced with growing family 
obligations, he has left my staff to set 
up his own government relations firm. 

After 2 years working for former Con-
gressman Tom Tauke, Ken joined my 
new Senate staff in 1981 to handle sev-
eral legislative and regulatory areas 
initially focusing on commerce, tele-
communications, transportation, and 
agriculture. In fact, my very first Sen-
ate legislative victories came with 
Ken’s help on the 1981 farm bill. 

Ken and his wife Sherry lived near 
Barbara and me, so he and I would 
drive to and from work together. We 
got to know each other well during 
those commutes and quickly became 
good friends. It was clear that my new 
staffer possessed sound judgment, in-
tegrity, a strong work ethic, and a pas-
sion for serving our constituents. 

He worked many years in the Senate 
before it became popular around here 
to talk about the need for a ‘‘family 
friendly’’ schedule. And yet Ken found 
the time and energy to earn his law de-
gree at the Georgetown Law Center. 
But I knew that I could always count 
on him to make the necessary sac-
rifices to get the job done here in the 
Senate no matter how long the hours. 
He probably set an office record in the 
early eighties during the crunch time 
of an ending Congress. As he juggled 
several pending legislative issues, he 
took only 7 hours of sleep for the entire 
week. 

As some know, the devastation of the 
farm crisis of the middle eighties so 
discouraged me that I almost did not 
run for reelection. But Ken, like me, 
grew up farming. He, too, had friends 
back home and was likewise crushed by 
their suffering. He worked tirelessly to 
help me fight for every bit of relief and 
assistance possible to help rural Ameri-
cans through that tragic time. 

As partial testament to his effective-
ness, when I did decide to run again, 
and we did some polling, my highest 
approval ratings came from farmers 
and their families. And while the farm 
crisis led to the defeat of many Mid-
west legislators, I was reelected by a 
wide margin. 

My good friend, former Senate ma-
jority leader, Bob Dole, has called Ken 
Cunningham the smartest staff man on 
Capitol Hill, and said that I am lucky 
to have him. Given the number of staff-
ers Senator Dole has known over the 
decades, that is indeed a remarkable 
compliment. But Ken has proven time 
and again that he deserves that reputa-
tion. 

Ken has always been quick to grasp 
the complex. He possesses incredible 

discernment and political instincts. He 
has an intense competitive spirit. 

And he is tenacious—almost as tena-
cious as me. He probably learned that 
from me. 

Given these positive traits, combined 
with his understanding of Senate legis-
lative rules and procedure, Ken can be 
either a great ally, or a most formi-
dable opponent. 

Let me give you an example. 
Ken’s expertise and qualities proved 

crucial in reversing a devastating tax 
legislation defeat handed to us by the 
House of Representatives, led by then- 
Ways and Means Chairman Bill Archer, 
during consideration of the 1997 rec-
onciliation bill. 

Chairman Archer and big oil had long 
despised tax incentives for ethanol, one 
of America’s few energy independence 
success stories, and the source of bil-
lions of dollars of income and thou-
sands of jobs for rural Americans and 
farmers. 

By using reconciliation to kill these 
tax incentives and thus creating tax 
savings that protected other popular 
programs, Chairman Archer had de-
vised and executed a plan to kill these 
tax incentives that were procedurally 
and politically virtually impossible to 
stop. He rammed it through his com-
mittee and then rammed it through the 
full House of Representatives. 

Pro-ethanol allies in both the House 
and the Senate faced what seemed like 
one of those ‘‘deer-in-the-headlights’’ 
moments. 

As the Senate Finance Committee 
prepared to take up the reconciliation 
package, farm and renewable fuels 
groups looked to me to lead the fight. 
But cracking reconciliation’s proce-
dural nut at this point was a daunting 
challenge at best. 

Ken, however, formulated a legisla-
tive response that overcame these ob-
stacles. One Finance Committee tax 
counsel wryly characterized it as 
‘‘clever.’’ 

The amendment was designed not 
only to stop Chairman Archer’s handi-
work, but also to extend the ethanol 
tax provisions by several years. This 
was a bold move for a number of rea-
sons, not the least of which was the 
fact that it drew opposition from both 
the Finance Committee’s chairman and 
ranking Democrat. 

The political obstacles were even 
more challenging than the legislative 
and procedural. 

Many Democrats were outright giddy 
with the prospects of taking back con-
trol of Congress by blaming Repub-
licans for the loss of the ethanol pro-
gram and the resulting harm to rural 
America. 

In recognition of this temptation, 
Ken recommended a particular Demo-
cratic cosponsor who, though not rec-
ognized as the most experienced in 
these battles, we felt would fight hard 
against political gamesmanship. He 
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