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the lives of thousands of County inmates, their 
children and their families. 

Elizabeth Gheleta has been responsible for 
the development and expansion of in-jail pro-
grams to help inmates learn how to function 
better once they are released, increasing their 
chances of successful reentry into the commu-
nity. In addition to religious services, she has 
helped initiate hundreds of educational and 
self-improvement programs which focus on 
transition, substance abuse recovery, personal 
responsibility, permanent housing and family 
life skills. Today, Service League employees 
and volunteers provide more than 800 such 
programs every year. Under Ms. Gheleta’s 
leadership, the Service League has also de-
veloped four residential facilities for former in-
mates and launched programs to assist the 
children and families of inmates, especially 
during the holidays. Ms. Gheleta’s vision of 
improved inmate services has resulted in high-
ly effective programs that are the gold stand-
ard for correctional systems nationwide. 

Elizabeth Gheleta has earned the highest 
respect of her colleagues, her community, and 
every individual and family to whom she has 
devoted her career. Because of her leader-
ship, tenacity, creativity and belief in others, 
thousands of former inmates and their families 
have reintegrated into society and have be-
come responsible and productive members of 
our community. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a special privilege for me 
to honor my friend Elizabeth Gheleta, her ex-
traordinary career and her extraordinary 
achievements. I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring her because she has bettered the 
soul of our community as well as our Nation. 
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Mr. BISHOP of New York. I am proud to 
rise in recognition of an American patriot and 
good friend, Detective Rory Forrestal, for his 
many outstanding contributions to the Suffolk 
County Police Department on Long Island. On 
behalf of New York’s First Congressional Dis-
trict, I thank Detective Forrestal for his extraor-
dinary service and accomplishments over the 
past 20 years that have earned him several 
decorations, the respect and admiration of his 
fellow officers, and the gratitude of Suffolk 
County’s residents. 

A graduate of St Joseph’s College, Detec-
tive Forrestal has proven his courage and 
commitment to Long Island’s residents time 
and again. While fighting crime and keeping 
Long Islanders safe during his tours in the de-
partment’s narcotics and general services divi-
sions, he compiled an impeccable service 
record. Many of my constituents may recall 
when he was one of two Suffolk police officers 
who helped a woman deliver her baby at her 
home in Mastic Beach, only a few hours after 
the hospital misdiagnosed her labor pains and 
released her. 

As a veteran and expert investigator, Detec-
tive Forrestal was selected by the department 

in 1999 to help launch the computer crimes 
unit when criminal use of the Internet by sex-
ual predators along with other forms of cyber- 
fraud and exploitation expanded dramatically. 
Performing what some might consider a tough 
and unpleasant job, he has conducted this im-
portant job with tenacity, success, and stead-
fast resolve. His hard work and diligence have 
directly resulted in several arrests and pro-
tected countless children from cyber-preda-
tors. I was very grateful when he attended an 
Internet workshop that I hosted for parents last 
year. 

Among several prestigious decorations, De-
tective Forrestal has been awarded the Suffolk 
County Police Department’s Detective of the 
Year for 1998; the Suffolk County Detectives 
Association Hawkins Award for investigative 
excellence in 1998; the Parents for Megan 
Law Champion for Children Award in 2004; 
and the Department of Justice Prosecutors 
Award in 2005. 

Today, Detective Forrestal is an instructor at 
the Suffolk County Police Academy and a 
guest lecturer at schools as well as parent and 
professional advocacy organizations. His 
knowledge and expertise, particularly in the 
area of computer crimes, are always appre-
ciated and well received. His continuing dedi-
cation to protecting children from Internet 
predators is a tremendous comfort to parents 
in our community and will ensure that our 
sons and daughters are protected to the max-
imum extent that our Government can provide. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of New York’s First 
Congressional District, I thank Detective Rory 
Forrestal for his outstanding service and wish 
him continued success in the years ahead. He 
is a shining example of what we look for in our 
police officers and other public servants, and 
I am proud to honor and represent him in this 
chamber. 
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Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, I come before 
you today with an uplifting story of a high 
school band from the Third Congressional Dis-
trict of Minnesota. 

Christine Porter, the Director of the Brooklyn 
Center High School Band, has done amazing 
things with the band and in the process has 
touched the lives of numerous young people 
and their parents. And the entire Brooklyn 
Center community has rallied around these in-
spirational students with an uplifting melody of 
support and encouragement. 

The band program was in jeopardy when 
Chris Porter took over and turned the program 
around. Now, the band has received high 
praise from many places—including the 
Grammys! In fact, they received their Grammy 
right here in the Nation’s Capital at the 
Grammy Enterprise Signature School Award 
at the ‘‘Grammys on the Hill’’ event. 

I had the great pleasure of meeting Director 
Porter and one of her talented musicians, 

Chanel Chathum, who were in Washington for 
the event. 

Mr. Speaker, the Brooklyn Center High 
School Band program, which serves many stu-
dents from disadvantaged families, was in dis-
array and far short of instruments, funding and 
teachers when Ms. Porter took over. She took 
immediate steps, such as finding music stu-
dents from the University of Minnesota to 
teach the band members. And she reached 
out to the community, and the community re-
sponded. 

Mr. Speaker, the crescendo of support start-
ed with the Brooklyn Center Rotary Club, 
which saw the problem and marched forward. 
Under the leadership of ‘‘Mr. Brooklyn Cen-
ter,’’ Phil Cohen, past Rotary President Carrie 
Engh of Bremer Bank Brooklyn Center and 
current President Frank Slawson of American 
Express Financial Planners, the Rotary Club 
contributed $10,000. 

The Lions Club also made financial con-
tributions and the Brooklyn Center Business 
Association held a golf tournament to help the 
band. And the Brooklyn Center Taxpayers As-
sociation pitched in, too. The people of Brook-
lyn Center have really come together to sup-
port the band. 

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Porter’s inspired leader-
ship and the band’s hard work resulted in the 
Grammy Foundation personally delivering the 
$15,000 Grammy Enterprise Award to the 
band at Brooklyn Center High School! 

Chris Porter and Chanel Chathum received 
a well-deserved standing ovation. The tremen-
dous outpouring of affection and support for 
the band made it all worthwhile! 

The story of the Brooklyn Center High 
School Band even brought tears to the eyes of 
singer Kelly Clarkson, who was a guest of 
honor at the event. The story reminded 
Clarkson of her own high school band, and 
the story has warmed all of our hearts. 

From the trombones to the tubas, the 
Brooklyn Center High Band is truly playing a 
joyful tune! There was a lot of hard work that 
went into this masterpiece. 

Thank you, Chris Porter and the wonderful 
Brooklyn Center High School Band, for bring-
ing so much great music into our lives and the 
lives of young people. You have all showed us 
that hard work, creativity, talent and the right 
instruments can make a beautiful song! 
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Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Vincent D. Murray, who 
will receive the prestigious Harold W. McGraw, 
Jr. Prize in Education. Mr. Murray has been 
the principal of Henry W. Grady High School 
in Atlanta, Georgia since 1991. 

Mr. Murray has been chosen for the pres-
tigious 19th annual award for his leadership in 
transforming his inner-city public school into a 
higher achieving institution in which graduation 
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