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and college-going rates consistently have 
risen above the district and state averages. 

Sixty-six percent of Grady High students are 
African American and 44 percent qualify for 
free or reduced price lunch. When Murray 
joined Grady High, more than a third of all 
freshmen were held back and repeated their 
freshmen year. The student body’s passing 
rate on the Georgia graduation test was below 
the statewide average. 

Mr. Murray has been consistent in his ef-
forts and focused on innovative reform. The 
result is that today, four out of every five grad-
uates go directly on to college or university, in-
cluding Ivy League institutions. Average 
scores on the graduation test, SAT and Ad-
vanced Placement exams exceed district, 
state and national averages. Graduation rates 
have risen 38 percentage points for African- 
American students (to 84 percent), 26 points 
for economically disadvantaged students (to 
86 percent) and 25 points for white students 
(to 97 percent). As a result of Murray’s suc-
cess in transforming Grady High, the U.S. De-
partment of Education recognized him in 2000 
with the Department’s Title I Distinguished 
School Award. In 2006, the governor of Geor-
gia named him a High Performance Principal, 
a top honor in the state. 

Mr. Murray has a bachelor of arts degree in 
history and English from Morehouse College, 
a master of arts degree in early childhood 
education from the University of Georgia, and 
a doctorate in psychology/learning disabilities 
from Boston University. He has pursued post- 
doctoral studies at Clark-Atlanta University 
and Georgia State University. 

I salute Mr. Vincent D. Murray for his out-
standing contributions to education. He has 
dedicated himself to improving education in 
this country and his accomplishments continue 
to make a difference. 
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URGING THE CENTERS FOR MEDI-
CARE AND MEDICAID TO RECON-
SIDER IVIG REIMBURSEMENT 

HON. CHARLIE NORWOOD 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to bring your attention to a very important 
issue relating to medical reimbursement by the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS). The Medicare Prescription Drug Im-
provement Act and Modernization Act of 2003 
(MMA) created new reimbursement mecha-
nisms for IVIG therapies. CMS’s implementa-
tion of the MMA has resulted in reduced ac-
cess to life-saving therapies for Medicare 
beneficiaries. CMS potentially closed the door 
to medical treatment when they issued the CY 
2007 proposed rules for the physician fee 
schedule and the hospital outpatient prospec-
tive payment system, which, if implemented, 
would effectively limit IVIG treatment by not 
properly reimbursing providers. 

IVIG is a vital medical service. It is a plas-
ma-derived therapy tailored to the individual’s 
diseases and treatment options to achieve op-
timal results. Nearly 10,000 Medicare bene-
ficiaries are afflicted with primary immune defi-

ciency (PID) which only responds to IVIG ther-
apy. For many Americans there is no sub-
stitute for IVIG treatment. 

More to the point, this treatment allows indi-
viduals to carry on normal daily-life activities. 
PID requires IVIG therapy every 3 to 4 weeks 
for the duration of an individual’s life, but with-
out such treatment the individual not only im-
poses additional medical costs on an already 
overburdened system, they cease to be active 
members of our society. Such an outcome is 
simply not acceptable. IVIG therapy is cost-ef-
fective and beneficial for the patient. As far as 
I am concerned, that should be enough to get 
CMS to rethink implementing any reimburse-
ment change that has the potential to harm 
access and reduce medical outcomes. 

In May of this year, thirty-five members of 
Congress, including myself, sent a letter to 
Secretary Leavitt of the Department of Health 
and Human Services expressing our concern 
over this matter and encouraged Secretary 
Leavitt to consider a payment adjustment, 
combined with product specific reimburse-
ment. We also made clear that we would be 
open to any other mechanism he may have 
deemed suitable in order to resolve this pa-
tient access dilemma. Secretary Leavitt’s re-
sponse was, quite simply, inadequate. He 
failed to address our specific concerns or pose 
alterative remedies that would allow patients 
continued access to IVIG treatment. 

I urge CMS to reconsider its actions in this 
case to ensure patient access to a necessary 
and legitimate medical treatment. 
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IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
ST. SAVA SERBIAN SINGING 
FEDERATION 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker. I rise today in 
honor and tribute to the 75th Anniversary of 
the St. Sava Serbian Singing Federation, and 
the local St. Sava Cathedral choir in Parma, 
Ohio. 

Vjajko Lugonja founded the Serbian Singing 
Federation in 1931. His legend continues to 
thrive in the voices of the singers today. On a 
local and national level, the Singing Federa-
tion’s member choirs contribute their Serbian 
cultural heritage through song and music. In 
Ohio alone, there are six member choirs. The 
group also boasts the largest collection of Ser-
bian music, contained in its library, featuring 
the work of 96 Serbian composers. 

The Serbian Singing Federation also sup-
ports local high school seniors trying to afford 
college tuition through its Paul Bielich Scholar-
ships, given to multiple students for general 
studies, as well as the Petar and Minnie 
Sekulovich Scholarship awarded to a young 
member of the choir who wishes to study 
music in college. 

In celebration of its 75th Anniversary, the 
Serbian Singing Federation is hosting a con-
cert this Saturday, September 30, which will 
feature not only its 40–member ensemble, but 
also guest choirs, including the Kosovo Men’s 

Choir of Cleveland and the Hamilton Ontario 
Choir. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honoring the last 75 years of diversity the 
St. Sava Serbian Singing Federation has 
brought to Northeastern Ohio. They are an in-
dispensable characteristic of Cleveland, and 
the Serbian community is one of the many 
groups that piece together this colorful city. By 
artistically perpetuating their culture through 
music, the choir offers a beautiful gift to all 
people. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 10TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF FOX NEWS CHAN-
NEL 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 10th anniversary of Fox News 
Channel, which in celebration will present live 
audience shows from various locations across 
the country, including a live broadcast on Sep-
tember 22, 2006 from Southern Methodist Uni-
versity in Dallas, Texas. 

Fox News Channel brings fair and balanced 
reporting to a national audience, and I am 
proud that they chose to broadcast live from 
one of Texas’ and the Nation’s premier institu-
tions of higher learning, Southern Methodist 
University. 

I would like to take this opportunity to ex-
press special recognition to Fox News Chan-
nel on the occasion of its 10th anniversary. 
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CONGRATULATING THE 
HONORABLE W. WILSON GOODE 

HON. CHAKA FATTAH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Honorable W. Wilson Goode, 
2006 recipient of the Purpose Prize, a new 
and exciting award by Civic Ventures that hon-
ors and promotes social entrepreneurs who 
are age 60 or older. Over 1200 people com-
peted for five $100,000 gifts, creating publicity 
and support for programs developed to ad-
dress society’s biggest challenges. 

Wilson Goode, former Mayor of Philadel-
phia, left government in 1992 after earning a 
Doctorate in Ministry, and moved into the non-
profit world. At age 62, he committed himself 
to helping the seven million children in Amer-
ica who have one or both parents in jail, on 
parole, or under state or federal supervision. 
Research shows that without intervention, 70 
percent of these children are likely to follow 
their parents to jail. As Director of Amachi, 
Wilson Goode has championed a proven 
method of intervention, mentoring with a faith- 
based recruitment strategy. He has rallied 
pastors, particularly in the African-American 
community, to engage their members. Today, 
more than 240 programs in 48 states are con-
nected with Amachi, and have helped more 
than 30,000 children. 
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