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may be laid to rest with dignity and love. She 
has been the quintessential ‘‘behind the 
scenes’’ hero. 

On the morning of September 11, Elaine 
was flying from New York’s Laguardia airport 
to San Francisco, which was grounded in St. 
Louis as a result of the attacks that day. When 
she returned to New York she was detailed by 
the Medical Examiner to the lab, helping clear 
the decks of the rape and homicide case work 
that is the normal business of the OCME. But 
by late November, she was part of the team 
working to identify over 20,600 human re-
mains of 2,749 people who died in Manhattan. 
By December, she was the lead supervisor of 
that team, and has continued in that role well 
into 2006. 

Although I am told that she never sought 
managerial advancement, Elaine was a gifted 
leader under the most incredible of pressures. 
Many professional forensic scientists have left 
this project. Some have found the work so 
heartbreaking that they have left the profes-
sion altogether. Despite the staggering weight 
of her task, Elaine has always been wholly 
dedicated to the identification effort; for the 
first three full years she could almost always 
be found still at her desk at 11, midnight or 1 
a.m. On more than one occasion, she worked 
straight through the night on a complicated 
DNA identification, surprising colleagues when 
they arrived in the morning. Elaine Mar has 
been the only person who has worked on 
identifying—quite literally—truckloads of frag-
mented human life for nearly the entire time 
since we were attacked. 

Partly because of her humble approach to 
her responsibilities, only a few people appre-
ciate how many of those killed have been 
identified solely because of Elaine Mar’s faith-
ful and steadfast commitment to the victims 
and their families. She has led her team by 
example, showing a professionalism and self-
less citizenship that inspires those around her. 
On the few occasions where recognition for 
the work of her team has been given, she has 
put forward one of her subordinates to accept 
the thanks of a grateful city. However, I would 
like to take this opportunity to publicly thank 
Ms. Mar for all the work she has done for a 
grateful city and nation. I wish her well as she 
makes a new life for herself in Michigan. 
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HONORING GUY WILLIAM KAY OF 
NAPA COUNTY 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the accomplishments of 
Guy William Kay on the occasion of his rec-
ognition by the Napa Chapter of the Sierra 
Club with the Earl Thollander Environmental 
Award. Mr. Kay is being honored for his con-
tributions to environmental causes in the Napa 
Valley, and I would like to add my voice to 
those applauding his work as a steward of our 
natural resources. 

Mr. Kay was born in New York and grew up 
in New Jersey. He attended Penn State Uni-
versity where he studied botany while finding 

time to win an NCAA championship as a run-
ner. After a stint as a medic with the United 
States Armed Forces in Korea, Mr. Kay went 
to work for the Nestle Company, where his 
ability quickly garnered a move into operations 
management. He transferred to the Napa Val-
ley in 1972 to direct the operations of the 
Beringer Winery, then newly acquired by Nes-
tle. 

Mr. Kay has been active in the Napa com-
munity for many years, and this has continued 
beyond his retirement from Beringer in 1993. 
Having served two terms as President of the 
Napa Valley Vintners’ Association and as a 
City Councilman for my hometown of St. Hel-
ena from 1978 through 1984, Guy Kay has 
maintained his civic commitment through his 
seat on the steering committee for the Napa 
County General Plan. 

Mr. Speaker, balancing economic develop-
ment and the desire to preserve unblemished, 
natural spaces is a quandary all too familiar 
for residents of the Napa Valley. Mr. Kay has 
been working for many years to address this 
through his participation in the Local Agency 
Formation Commission of Napa Valley. His vi-
sion and experience has been welcome as 
Napa County continues to develop. At the 
same time, he has channeled his love of bird 
watching into a project with the Audubon soci-
ety surveying the activity of breeding birds, en-
suring that their habitats are undisturbed. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, it is appro-
priate at this time that we thank Guy Kay for 
his contributions to the Napa Valley, and con-
gratulate him on this recognition by the Sierra 
Club. His active participation in the life of 
Napa County is invaluable, and I know that he 
will continue to find roles from which to better 
our community. 
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EXTENSION OF THE HIGHER 
EDUCATION ACT 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 29, 2006 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, once again, I rise today to support an ex-
tension of the Higher Education Act, and to 
express my concern for the dangerous direc-
tion in which this Congress has taken our 
country’s college students and our nation’s 
valued higher education system. 

We should be voting on a bill today that 
would make college more affordable and 
make a higher education attainable for Ameri-
cans. Today, we are once again voting on the 
sixth HEA extension—which maintains the sta-
tus quo—despite skyrocketing college costs 
and cuts to student financial aid earlier this 
year. Our students and higher education sys-
tem will have to continue to wait for legislation 
improving college access and affordability. 
This Republican Congress has failed to make 
access to higher education or our global com-
petitiveness a priority. This became clear to 
me and the families of my District when Re-
publicans voted earlier this year to cut $12 bil-
lion from the student loan program—the larg-
est cuts in the history of federal student finan-
cial aid and is further evidenced by the failure 
to move HEA to the top of the agenda. 

The only good news is in this extension. 
The good news is that the current law that will 
be extended today is better than the Repub-
lican bill to reauthorize the Higher Education 
Act, H.R. 609, which does nothing to make 
college more affordable for students—the ex-
pressed purpose of the Higher Education Act. 
In addition, this extension includes provisions 
that will make it easier for Hispanic Serving In-
stitutions (HSI) to serve their students. I ap-
plaud these changes. 

But more must be done for American stu-
dents and their families. I support Democratic 
plans to provide substantive increases to the 
Pell Grant and to cut the student loan interest 
rates in half. As a cosponsor of the Reverse 
the Raid on Student Aid Act, I believe that 
Congress can be a better partner for students 
and families in making college more afford-
able. We must recommit federal resources to 
increase the purchasing power of the Pell 
Grant and to ensure student loans are afford-
able. 

As I’ve stated in earlier extensions—today, 
this temporary extension is necessary, but I 
will continue to work to ensure that college 
students are not forced to bear the weight of 
this Republican Congress’s irresponsible fiscal 
policies that have slashed student aid in order 
to pay for tax cuts that only benefit one per-
cent of the nation’s wealthiest. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO MS. LOIS 
BAUMANN AND THE MAYWOOD 
FINE ARTS ASSOCIATION 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, each 
year the Columbia College Arts, Entertainment 
of Media Management Department pays trib-
ute to those who support, the business of cul-
ture with its Arts Entrepreneurship award. The 
Maywood Fine Arts Association has been a 
unique entity for many years which offers an 
environment where children can develop skills 
and appreciation for the arts. 

To develop and sustain what is essentially a 
grassroots cultural and arts group is no easy 
task and yet Lois Baumann has been able to 
generate community support sufficient to keep 
this effort alive and on course. She and her 
family have worked day in and day out, they 
have scrubbed, patched and painted, to make 
the center a great place. They have given of 
their own time, energy and resources to make 
this program and to make this center work. I 
commend Ms. Lois Baumann and her family 
for making the Maywood Fine Arts Association 
a real program for Maywood and its sur-
rounding communities. 

f 

OXI DAY SPEECH 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to join 
the Hellenic-Americans and Philhellenes in my 
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district and throughout the country in cele-
brating ‘‘OXI Day (No Day),’’ which falls on the 
28th of October. This year marks the 66th an-
niversary of a very important day in Hellenic 
history, the day on which brave Greek patriots 
said ‘‘No’’ to fascism, ‘‘No’’ to injustice, and 
‘‘No’’ to slavery. 

For those individuals who lived through that 
momentous period and their descendants, 
many of whom live in the 14th Congressional 
District of New York, ‘‘OXI Day’’ is more than 
a memory: it is the embodiment of Hellenism 
and its highest ideals. 

On October 28, 1940, a terrifying sound 
went up throughout all Greek cities and towns, 
the sound of sirens and klaxons announcing 
the invasion of Greece by the Nazis. Walls 
that before had echoed only with the tolling of 
church bells now reverberated with the din of 
alarms. 

At a time when Europe was descending into 
the inferno of another world war, the people of 
Greece did not panic. Men went calmly to their 
closets and retrieved their military uniforms 
and weapons. Women went about their nec-
essary tasks, and the children assisted as 
they were able. With level-headed determina-
tion and steadfast resolve, the citizenry of 
Greece mobilized against the coming invaders 
and delivered their resounding ‘‘No!’’ to the 
Axis aggressors. 

On OXI Day, the people of Greece chose 
the harder path, the path of resistance. If they 
had opened their gates to the invaders, much 
bloodshed and many deprivations might have 
been avoided. That brave generation of Hel-
lenes, refused to submit to oppression, even 
at the cost of their homes, their land, and their 
lives. They chose to fight and even to die so 
that their children and the children of other na-
tions might live in liberty. Theirs was an act of 
self-sacrifice that clearly proclaimed the hu-
manitarian ideals of their Orthodox Christian 
faith and their ethnic heritage. 

Demonstrating poise under pressure, the 
heroes of that period fought against tyranny 
and delayed the Axis onslaught in the Balkan 
Peninsula. The Greek nation which said ‘‘OXI’’ 
contributed to the eventual downfall of the 
Fascist powers in Europe. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in saluting the heroes of OXI Day. In their 
brave words and deeds we see all of the high-
est virtues of Hellenic heritage: passion for 
justice, courage at a time of trial, unity in the 
midst of conflict, and willingness to sacrifice 
one’s life for the good of others. On this day, 
we thank Greece for saying ‘‘OXI.’’ 

f 

FREEDOM FOR ALBERTO GIL 
TRIAY CASALES 

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to speak about Alberto 
Gil Triay Casales, a political prisoner in totali-
tarian Cuba. 

Mr. Triay Casales is an independent jour-
nalist and the founder of the Estrella Solitaria 
information centre. According to Reporters 

Without Borders, Mr. Triay Casales also 
bravely wrote articles every week describing 
the truth about the horrors of life under Castro. 
Because of his belief in truth in print, truth for 
the people of Cuba and truth to enable the 
world to better comprehend the daily horrors 
of totalitarian Cuba, Mr. Triay Casales became 
a target of the totalitarian regime. 

Because of his commitment to exposing the 
truth about the nightmare that is the Castro re-
gime, he was arrested on November 9, 2005. 
According to Reporters Without Borders, he 
was hospitalized after several heart attacks 
and then transferred back to the totalitarian 
gulag in December. His farcical ‘‘trial’’ took 
place on June 22, 2006, but he is still incar-
cerated in the gulag while he awaits the ‘‘ver-
dict.’’ 

Reporters Without Borders recently released 
this statement regarding Mr. Triay Casales, 
‘‘We are also worried about the fate of Mr. 
Triay Casales, whose health is deteriorating. 
He has had several heart attacks and has 
high blood pressure. He also has a serious hip 
problem that could leave him disabled if it is 
not treated properly.’’ 

I remind my colleagues that, under the Cas-
tro brothers’ totalitarian regime, any freedom 
of the press, any effort to display the atrocities 
of the regime under the spotlight of truth, is 
met with exactly this type of swift and brutal 
repression. This report indicates exactly how 
abominable the conditions are in the gulag. 
Mr. Triay Casales has had multiple heart at-
tacks because of the inhumane conditions in 
the gulag, yet he continues to advocate for 
freedom. 

Mr. Triay Casales is a brilliant example of 
the heroism of the Cuban people. Despite in-
cessant repression, harassment, incarceration 
and abuse, he remains committed to the con-
viction that freedom of the press, democracy 
and the rule of law are the inalienable right of 
the Cuban people. Let us never forget and al-
ways support those who are struggling to lib-
erate peoples from the grip of tyranny. 

Mr. Speaker, it is unconscionable that jour-
nalists such as Mr. Triay Casales are locked 
in dungeons for writing and publishing the 
facts about the nightmare that is the Cuban 
tyranny. My colleagues, we must fight for free-
dom whenever and wherever human beings 
are shackled by totalitarian dictators. We can-
not allow peaceful pro-democracy activists to 
languish in the depraved prisons of tyrants. 
We must demand immediate freedom for 
Alberto Gil Triay Casales and every prisoner 
of conscience in totalitarian Cuba. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF INCREASED FUND-
ING FOR BREAST CANCER RE-
SEARCH 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker. I rise today 
in strong support of H.R. 2231, the Breast 
Cancer and Environmental Research Act of 
2005. I, along with 254 of my colleagues, have 
co-sponsored this important legislation since it 
was introduced in March of 2005. Support for 

this legislation will help ensure funding 
sources for further research and study of the 
environmental factors which contribute to the 
occurrence of breast cancer in both women 
and men remain available. It is as a result of 
this research that the causes of breast cancer 
will be determined. It is as a result of this re-
search and other efforts that a cure will be 
found. 

Breast cancer is the second leading cause 
of cancer-related death among American 
women. Sadly, one in every eight American 
women—an estimated 200,000 women this 
year alone—will be diagnosed with breast can-
cer according to the Susan G. Komen Breast 
Cancer Foundation. The American Cancer So-
ciety reports in ‘‘Breast Cancer Facts and Fig-
ures 2005–2006’’ that 40,410 women lost their 
fights with breast cancer last year. More must 
be done to understand the causes of breast 
cancer. More must be done to find a cure. 

On Guam, we have a disturbing shortage of 
oncology-related services. There is no radi-
ology treatment center on Guam. Our only 
oncologist recently left our island. Cancer pre-
vention and research are an even higher pri-
ority for the people of Guam in light of the 
challenges we face each day toward gaining 
better access to cancer diagnosis for those 
who may be at risk, better treatment for those 
battling the disease, and better long-term care 
for those who are survivors. 

A multi-faceted research approach based on 
a broad spectrum of causes ranging from ge-
netics to environmental factors relating to 
breast cancer is needed. We will neglect a 
major aspect of treatment and possible future 
prevention if we do not support more funding 
for research on the impact of the environment 
on breast cancer. 

We have an opportunity to further raise 
awareness for this disease next month by 
scheduling a vote on this bill. October 2006 
will mark the 21st anniversary of Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month. The National Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month (NBCAM) has done 
excellent, life-saving work over the years edu-
cating women about early breast cancer de-
tection, diagnosis and treatment. NBCAM con-
tinues its mission to reach out to women with 
several key messages. Most notably, NBCAM 
advocates for the importance of early detec-
tion through annual mammography screening 
for women over 40, or earlier for women at in-
creased risk. I commend and fully support 
their efforts. 

I am committed to help facilitate a better un-
derstanding of what causes breast cancer. I 
am committed to help find a cure. Passage of 
H.R. 2231, the Breast Cancer and Environ-
mental Research Act of 2005 will help achieve 
these goals. I urge my colleagues to support 
floor consideration for H.R. 2231. 

f 

CELEBRATING ‘‘OXI’’ DAY 

HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, we often refer 
to the World War II generation as ‘‘the great-
est generation,’’ not only because of their 
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