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PAYING TRIBUTE TO ANN 

SCHREIBER 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Ann Schreiber for her community lead-
ership and efforts on behalf of the State of Ne-
vada. 

Ann is a founder of the Muddy River Re-
gional Environmental Impact Alleviation Com-
mittee (MRREIAC). Through Ann, this commu-
nity based organization has contributed greatly 
to the Overton and Moapa Valley, Nevada 
communities by eradicating tamarisk plants, a 
non-native species to the area. I applaud Ann 
today for all of her hard work and dedication 
to removing this Western lands nemesis. 

In 1994, MRREIAC was established in order 
to protect the Muddy River, a spring fed river 
that flows from the upper part of Moapa to 
Lake Mead. During its inception, MRREIAC 
grappled with ways to remove the tamarisk 
plants that encased the Muddy River and left 
this important water source for rural Nevada a 
dry bank. A single tamarisk plant can con-
sume hundreds of gallons of water daily and 
their abundance throughout the West is a per-
vasive problem. 

Without being formally educated on the 
process of how to remove this invasive spe-
cies, Ann sought the assistance of Clark 
County, Nevada Power, the US Fish and Wild-
life Service, the National Park Service, and 
other various volunteer organizations. Through 
trial and error Ann and MRREIAC were able to 
successfully remove tamarisk plants which 
had once before choked out the native plant 
species. Today, water flows freely down the 
Muddy River and native species live and 
thrive. 

I applaud Ann and MRREIAC for their initia-
tive and for successfully employing inmates 
from the Indian Springs Correctional Facility. 
Not only did these inmates receive vital work 
skills, but they were able to contribute to the 
overall success of MRREIAC’s initiative. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Ann 
Schreiber for her relentless dedication to her 
water conservation efforts and to the safety of 
her community and the State of Nevada. She 
is an example to all of how one person’s dedi-
cation to a cause can create lasting change. 
I wish Ann all the best on her future endeav-
ors. 
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HONORING SEYMOUR SIMON 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of a great and respected 
Chicagoan, Justice Seymour Simon, who re-
cently passed away at the age of 91. Seymour 
was a dear friend of mine, and a passionate 
advocate for justice who exemplified all of the 
finest qualities of true public service. 

Seymour was born on the 10th of August, 
1915 in Chicago, IL. He attended law school 

at Northwestern University, graduating first in 
his class. He served his country in World War 
II and was honored with the Legion of Merit 
medal. 

After his service in the Pacific, Seymour re-
turned to his hometown to practice law and 
serve his community in elected office. He 
served two separate terms as alderman of the 
40th Ward, from 1955 to 1961, and then from 
1967 until 1974. From 1961 to 1967, Seymour 
represented all of Cook County on the Cook 
County Board of Commissioners, rising to 
board president in 1961. During his career 
Seymour also served as an attorney for the 
U.S. Department of Justice Antitrust Division, 
as president of the Cook County Forest Pre-
serve District and as a member of the Chicago 
Public Building Commission. 

In 1974, he was elected to the Appellate 
Court, on which he served for 6 years. He was 
elected to the Illinois Supreme Court in 1980. 
As a member of the Supreme Court, Justice 
Simon exhibited a moral drive that led him to 
dissent from the court’s decision in many 
cases, and earned him the enduring admira-
tion of his colleagues and the people of Illi-
nois. 

Justice Simon was an adamant opponent of 
the death penalty and sided against the court 
in several decisions which were later reversed 
by the U.S. Supreme Court. In retirement, he 
continued to fight against inequities in the 
prosecution of Illinois death penalty cases. 
Former Governor George Ryan cited several 
letters from Justice Simon as a factor in his 
decision to impose a moratorium on all execu-
tions in the State of Illinois. 

Seymour’s life of public service was hon-
ored with numerous awards, among them an 
honorary doctor of laws degree from John 
Marshall Law School and the Northwestern 
University Alumni Association Award of Merit. 
Seymour passed away in Northwestern Me-
morial Hospital on September 26th after bat-
tling with cancer. 

Mr. Speaker, Seymour Simon was an inspi-
ration to all who knew him, and I am honored 
to have considered him a friend and mentor. 
I wish to express my deepest condolences to 
his family, and I ask all of my colleagues to 
join me in remembering the life and legacy of 
this great American. 
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HONORING DEBRA NAUMAN, CHAIR 
AND FOUNDER OF GIANT STEPS 
OF ILLINOIS 

HON. JUDY BIGGERT 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor an outstanding woman whose commit-
ment and passion for a great cause led her to 
accomplish a very good thing for her commu-
nity and state. 

The woman is Debra Nauman. The cause is 
educating autistic children. And the very good 
thing accomplished is a place called Giant 
Steps, Illinois. 

When Debra’s son Riley entered pre-school, 
she became concerned about the quality of 
education he would receive as an autistic 

child. But instead of becoming disheartened, 
Debra Nauman became inspired. She was de-
termined to provide her son with an education 
that would facilitate his mental and physical 
progression. 

Her resolve led her to Giant Steps, a school 
for children with autism, in Montreal, Canada. 
Here was a school that featured an environ-
ment that nurtured the autistic mind and pro-
vided therapeutic services. Here was what she 
was seeking for Riley. But here—Montreal, 
Canada—was a very long way away from her 
home and business in Illinois. 

So when Debra sought such a school back 
home and couldn’t find one, she founded her 
own. 

Armed only with her tenacity and infectious 
enthusiasm, she recruited a board of directors, 
raised funds, rented space, hired personnel 
and opened the doors at Giant Steps, Inc. Illi-
nois, an academic and therapeutic day school 
for children with autism spectrum disorders in 
Burr Ridge, Illinois. 

As we celebrate the tenth anniversary of 
Giant Steps of Illinois, it is only appropriate 
that we recognize Debra Nauman. We cele-
brate her because, despite the challenges she 
faces as a single mom running her own busi-
ness, she did not compromise when it came to 
her autistic son and his needs. Debra recog-
nized long ago that every child deserves an 
education that will help him or her progress in 
life. She continues to work tirelessly to im-
prove Giant Steps of Illinois and expand its 
programs. In so doing, she has made a world 
of difference in the lives of so many autistic 
children and their families in Illinois. 

Mr. Speaker, once again, I would like to ex-
tend my sincere gratitude to Debra Nauman 
and congratulate her on Giant Steps of Illinois’ 
tenth anniversary. 
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A TRIBUTE TO ANNA M. 
CABALLERO 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the achievements of Anna Caballero. 
Anna first moved to Salinas in 1982 and start-
ed a law office specifically to provide excellent 
legal representation for working people. She 
promptly became active in town, and due to 
her immense enthusiasm she was quickly rec-
ognized as a community leader. She served 
on the city council for seven years, including 
four years as Vice Mayor. In 1998 Anna was 
elected as the first female Mayor in the 126 
year history of the city of Salinas, and has 
hence served four terms. 

During her tenure as city Mayor, Anna was 
a driving force in improving life for the people 
of Salinas. Some of her most successful 
projects were the diversification of Salinas’s 
economic base, improving the affordability of 
local housing, the redevelopment of historic 
downtown Salinas, and ensuring the perma-
nent funding of the Salinas library. The key to 
her success was her innate ability to sit peo-
ple down, get straight to the issue and have 
them reach a consensus. Furthermore, Anna 
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