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TRIBUTE TO B. MONROE HIERS 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a great public servant and 
Southern gentleman. Mr. B. Monroe Hiers is 
retiring as the attorney for the City of Bam-
berg, South Carolina, a post he has held for 
more than forty years. 

Monroe Hiers was born on October 15, 
1923 in the town of Ehrhardt, South Carolina 
to Mr. and Mrs. B.W. Hiers. In 1943, he grad-
uated from Wofford College and went on to 
serve three years as a First Lieutenant in the 
U.S. Army during World War II. Following his 
military service, Mr. Hiers returned to school 
and earned a Juris Doctor from the University 
of South Carolina in 1948. 

For more than 55 years, Monroe has prac-
ticed law in Bamberg, and for many of those 
years served as the city’s attorney. During that 
time, he worked with five different mayors. 
The current mayor, Alton McCollum, calls 
Monroe, ‘‘the essence of a Southern gen-
tleman.’’ 

Monroe Hiers has also devoted his spare 
time to his community. He has served more 
than 50 years as the Bamberg County Vet-
erans Service Officer. He is the past president 
of the Bamberg Chamber of Commerce; past 
president of the Men’s Garden Club; and a 
past director of the Bamberg County Red 
Cross. For many years, he has been the vice 
president, director and attorney for Bamberg’s 
Home Federal Savings and Loan Association, 
and has been honored by the CFISC for pro-
moting ‘‘Community Financial Institutions Busi-
ness in South Carolina’’ for 40 years. 

He currently serves as Adjutant of the Bam-
berg County American Legion Post #39, and 
is a past commander of the Post. He has 
helped many students’ participation in the 
American Legion Oratorical Contests, Boys 
State, and the American Legion Baseball 
Team. 

Perhaps his greatest loyalty lies with the 
Lions Club. Monroe has been recognized by 
the organization for 50 years perfect attend-
ance, and was selected for the Lion of the 
Year Award in 1973–74 for his outstanding 
service. He is a past president of South Caro-
lina Lions Sight Conservation Foundation, for 
which he prepared the first Constitution and 
By-Laws, and made the application for the first 
Charter of the South Carolina Lions Sight 
Conservation Foundation, Inc. He has also 
served as a past president of the South Caro-
lina Lions Sight Conservation Association, 
Charitable Services. 

Monroe was District 32–B’s Governor and a 
100 percent District Governor, in addition to 
several other positions he held with the Lions 
organization. He also organized two Lions 
Clubs in Swansea and the Seven Oaks area 
of Columbia. His extraordinary dedication to 
the Lions Club won him the honor in 2004 of 
being named to the South Carolina Hall of 
Fame for District 32–B. 

Monroe is a man grounded by his faith and 
his family. He is married to Eugenia Crosby of 
Lodge, South Carolina, and the couple has 

two daughters, one grandchild and one great- 
grandchild. For over 50 years, he has been 
teaching adult Sunday school at both Mt. 
Pleasant Lutheran Church in Ehrhardt and 
Trinity Methodist in Bamberg. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me congratulating Mr. Monroe Hiers for 
his extensive service to his community. He 
has dedicated more than 50 years of his life 
to serving others through his profession and 
his community involvement. I am confident the 
City of Bamberg and the State of South Caro-
lina will continue to benefit from his extraor-
dinary commitment even as he officially re-
tires. On this occasion, I offer my best wishes 
and Godspeed. 

f 

HONORING TEXAS STATE REP-
RESENTATIVE AND EDUCATION 
ADVOCATE DR. ROBERT D. HUN-
TER 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of Dr. Robert ‘‘Bob’’ Hunter for his 50 
plus years of public service in the state of 
Texas and his devotion to higher education. 

Dr. Hunter’s commitment to educational in-
stitutions, the millions of collegiate students 
and potential students in the state of Texas 
make him more than worthy of this recogni-
tion. Dr. Hunter has displayed a loyalty to 
higher education that few can match. He 
served 10 years as Executive Vice President 
for the Independent Colleges and Universities 
of Texas non-profit organization. Dr. Hunter 
coordinated the passage of the Texas Tuition 
Equalization Grant that made attending the 
university of your choice a reality for thou-
sands of disadvantaged students. As an advo-
cate of education he has served on numerous 
boards and committees, including being ap-
pointed by then Governor of Texas, Dolph 
Briscoe, to the Advisory Council for Technical- 
Vocational Education. 

After serving in the Navy as a Security Aide 
to two Admirals in the South Pacific, Dr. Hun-
ter returned home to Abilene, TX. He began 
work at his Alma Mater, Abilene Christian Uni-
versity where, before his retirement in 1993, 
was named Senior Vice President. In recogni-
tion of his diligent work to further higher edu-
cation, Bob has received Honorary Doctoral 
degrees from many highly regarded institu-
tions, including: Pepperdine University, Texas 
Wesleyan College, University of St. Thomas, 
McMurry University, Hardin-Simmons Univer-
sity, Austin College, and Abilene Christian Uni-
versity. Currently Dr. Hunter is serving his 
10th term as a member of the Texas House 
of Representatives. 

An asset to the state of Texas and its higher 
education system, Dr. Hunter has consistently 
served without want of recognition. However, 
today I commend him for his diligent public 
service efforts in furthering higher education. 

IN HONOR OF LYNETTE AND 
FRANKIE BISCONTI 

HON. DONALD A. MANZULLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. MANZULLO. Mr. Speaker, Lynette 
Bisconti is a courageous young woman who 
rejoiced when she discovered she was preg-
nant, only to soon learn she had breast can-
cer. Six physicians told her to terminate the 
pregnancy. Thankfully, she ignored the advice 
of these physicians and delivered a healthy 
baby boy. Her inspiring story is set forth in the 
attached excerpt from a recent national maga-
zine article. 
[From the Family Circle Magazine, Oct. 2006] 

‘‘WE FOUGHT BACK’’ 
(By Sandra Gordon) 

Lynette was overjoyed late in 1997 when 
she learned she was pregnant. But a month 
later that happiness turned to heartache. 
After having surgery to remove what was 
presumed to be a benign cyst on her left 
breast, she was told she had cancer. ‘‘The 
doctors said that the hormones my body was 
producing would likely fuel the cancer, and 
that I had to terminate the pregnancy imme-
diately to save my own life,’’ she says. Ly-
nette spent the next few days wrestling with 
the dilemma of what to do and at the same 
time began to experience bleeding that made 
her think she might be miscarrying. 

When she went in for an ultrasound, the 
obstetrician told her, ‘‘This little guy is 
hanging on.’’ Lynette’s mind was made up in 
that moment. ‘‘My heart leapt,’’ says Ly-
nette. ‘‘I knew that no matter what, no mat-
ter how bad it got, my baby and I would get 
through this together.’’ 

Biggest hurdle: Finding physicians who re-
spected her decision. Three weeks after her 
diagnosis Lynette had a mastectomy. ‘‘The 
lab report was bad. I had an aggressive can-
cer that had spread to several lymph nodes. 
I was told that if I went ahead with chemo-
therapy, which was the next step, my baby 
might die or be brain damaged.’’ Six other 
physicians she consulted said the same 
thing: She had to terminate her pregnancy 
and get into chemotherapy immediately. ‘‘I 
left every visit crying,’’ she says. 

After a truly agonizing first trimester, Ly-
nette got a referral from a family friend that 
led her to the Cancer Treatment Centers of 
America (CTCA), in Zion, Illinois, which was 
75 miles from her home in Menomonee Falls, 
Wisconsin. ‘‘At the CTCA I met doctors and 
medical personnel who treated me with re-
spect and compassion.’’ 

Advice to others: If you’re not getting the 
answers you want, keep searching. While 
going to see more than six doctors may seem 
crazy, it might be necessary, says Lynette. 
She was not satisfied until she found a place 
that would treat her the way she wanted to 
be treated. She decided to go with 
fractionated-dose chemotherapy (smaller 
doses of chemo over a greater length of 
time), which was considered gentler for both 
her and her unborn baby. ‘‘They also allowed 
me to refuse antinausea medication and 
steroids, to avoid exposing my baby to those 
drugs,’’ she says. 

Life goes on: Lynette gave birth to a 
healthy baby boy on August 31, 1998. ‘‘When 
I held Frankie for the first time, I just 
thought, We did it!’’ Frankie continues to 
thrive and Lynette has been in remission for 
eight years now. 
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THE CONGRESS ON WORLD AND 

TRADITIONAL RELIGIONS 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I commend 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev for his vision 
and commitment that made possible the re-
cent Congress on World and Traditional Reli-
gions. It was a historic event. The remarks re-
cently by Pope Benedict XVI, quoting medie-
val text, and the fierce reaction in the Islamic 
world underscore the need for an open and 
candid discussion, as occurred in Astana. 

At this year’s forum, there were 43 delega-
tions from 20 countries, including 43 rep-
resentatives of Islam, Judaism, Christianity, 
Buddhism, and other distinguished leaders. 
Though not all religious viewpoints may have 
been represented, the gathering had an im-
pressive roster of participants—notably 
UNESCO Secretary General Koichiro 
Matsuura, United Nations Deputy Secretary 
General Sergei Ordjonikidze, particpated as 
well as NGOs dedicated to religious freedom 
issues. Cardinal Theodore Edgar McCarrick, 
past Archbishop of Washington, D.C. was 
among the delegates attending the event from 
the United States. 

The Second Congress on World and Tradi-
tional Religions convened at a time when the 
world is beset with conflict, regrettably much 
of it rooted in religious strife. 

At some point, religious leaders, and the 
governments who represent them, must rise 
above their differences, be they ethnic, cul-
tural, geographic, religious, by seeking God’s 
will as the best means of achieving peace and 
reconciliation in the world. And make no mis-
take, seeking common ground and mutual re-
spect should not be viewed as a license for 
censure of thought or speech. Every human 
being has an inalienable right granted by God 
to believe as he or she chooses and to freely 
express that belief, whether as an act of wor-
ship or persuasion. Our common ground be-
comes soggy if we lose the ability to advocate 
for our viewpoint, while making sure we give 
due respect and deference to the viewpoints 
of others. 

President Nazarbayev, who is in Wash-
ington, D.C. this week at the personal invita-
tion of President George Bush, and Speaker 
Nurtray Abikayev, Chairman of the Secretariat 
of the Congress, are to be commended for or-
ganizing this very important event. 

Mr. Speaker, though we may all have dif-
ferent ways to express or define what freedom 
of religious expression and worship means, 
we all agree that each individual must have 
the right to worship freely without intrusion of 
the government. Therefore, I commend gath-
erings such as the one that took place in 
Astana, Kazakhstan earlier this month, and I 
commend the country of Kazakhstan for 
hosting this event and believe many worth-
while and much needed issues were raised 
and discussed. 

I would also like to have included in my re-
marks the text of the Declaration of the II Con-
gress of Leaders of World and Traditional Re-
ligions. 

DECLARATION OF THE II CONGRESS OF LEADERS 
OF WORLD AND TRADITIONAL RELIGIONS 

We, the leaders of world and traditional re-
ligions, gathered at our Second Congress in 
Astana, the capital of Kazakhstan: 

Building on the success of the First Con-
gress, which took place in the city of Astana 
on 23–24 September 2003 and engaged inter-
nationally recognized world religious leaders 
in an important initiative of inter-religious 
dialogue; wishing to help strengthen mutual 
understanding between cultures, religions 
and ethnic groups which form the basic com-
ponents of world civilizations, and aiming to 
prevent conflicts based on cultural and reli-
gious differences; acknowledging that reli-
gion, having always been a fundamental ele-
ment of human life and society has, at the 
beginning of the new century, assumed a sig-
nificant new role in establishing and pre-
serving peace; recognizing the great respon-
sibility held by religious leaders for spiritual 
teaching and advocacy on behalf of current 
and future generations, and their vital role 
in establishing a spirit of mutual respect, 
understanding and acceptance in the face of 
new challenges; underlining the unique char-
acter of every religion and culture, and con-
sidering cultural and religious diversity to 
be an important feature of human society; 
expressing concern about increasing inter-re-
ligious and interethnic tensions in the world 
deriving from the exploitation of religious 
and national differences as a justification for 
violence which causes suffering to innocent 
victims; stressing that extremism and fanat-
icism find no justification in a genuine un-
derstanding of religion and that the vocation 
of all religions demands the refusal of vio-
lence and appeals to respect and peaceful co- 
existence with peoples and religions; believ-
ing that the difficulties in inter-religious 
and intercultural relations are related both 
to a fundamental imbalance in international 
politics, economics, social, humanitarian 
and information resources, and to the manip-
ulation of religion for political ends; dis-
cussing and debating the above-mentioned 
concerns within the main theme of the Con-
gress—‘‘Religion, society and international 
security’’ in the context of two special blocs. 

I. ‘‘Freedom of religion and recognition of 
others’’; 

II. ‘‘Role of religious leaders in enhancing 
international security’’ 

Appeal to people of all religions and people 
of good will across the globe, and: 

Call upon them to abandon enmity, discord 
and hatred; and embrace common respect 
and generosity, recognizing the reality of 
cultural, religious and civilizational diver-
sity; declare our determination together to 
tackle and ultimately eliminate prejudice, 
ignorance and misrepresentation of other re-
ligions by placing particular focus on what 
religions hold in common as well as what 
distinguishes them; condemn all forms of 
terrorism on the basis that justice can never 
be established through fear and bloodshed 
and that the use of such means in the name 
of religion is a violation and betrayal of any 
religion that appeals to human goodness and 
dialogue; reject all false inventions and 
wrongly created stereotypes about the vio-
lent nature of religions and attempts to at-
tribute terrorism to any particular religion; 
call upon all to work together to address and 
eliminate all causes of terrorism, thus pro-
moting human flourishing, dignity and 
unity; declare our rejection of any form of 
pressure or violence to convert followers of 
one religion to another; reaffirm the pivotal 
role of education, youth policy and cultural 
activity for understanding, solidarity and so-
cial cohesion. 

We also call upon the global community, 
international and regional organizations, 
states and governments all over the world 
to: 

Actively support the process of inter-
civilizational dialogue; exert sustainable ef-
forts towards creating a culture of peace, 
strengthening its principles as a firm basis of 
international politics and the life of all peo-
ple; work to establish a more fair world, to 
consolidate international law and justice, 
and to implement UN resolutions and signed 
international agreements, and to find effec-
tive means of establishing peace and security 
all over the world; heed the voices of victims 
of oppression and terrorism and use all 
means to seek a just settlement of the exist-
ing conflicts, thus addressing the grievances 
that nurture violence; reject totally the de-
velopment, production and possession of 
weapons of mass destruction and promote 
the strengthening of non-proliferation re-
gimes; respect and protect the sanctity of re-
ligious symbols and places and take appro-
priate measures. 

Based upon the abovementioned, we, the 
leaders of world and traditional religions, re-
solved to: 

Take concrete collective measures for en-
couraging and highlighting positive percep-
tions of inter-religious relations by orga-
nizing joint meetings, seminars and address-
es in the mass media, the Internet and other 
places of influence; strongly promote inter-
religious tolerance among younger genera-
tions to make them more devoted to dia-
logue and encourage them recognize uni-
versal values; integrate questions of the dia-
logue between civilizations and religions 
into curricula at all educational levels with 
a view to helping young people to respect 
and understand religious and cultural dif-
ference without hostility; use our spiritual 
influence, authority and resources to further 
establish peace, security, stability and con-
tacts between each other in order to make a 
combined contribution to the prevention and 
resolution of disputes among different reli-
gious communities; offer our experience and 
best efforts to governments and people or 
groups and powers involved into conflicts in 
order to assist them in easing tensions, 
forming where appropriate joint delegations 
to conduct negotiations with them; commit 
to make efforts to promote and realize the 
goals stated in this Declaration, and to as-
sign the Congress Secretariat to propose a 
plan for the best possible translation of these 
recommendations into reality; conduct the 
Congress of religions on a permanent basis 
and hold the third Congress of the leaders of 
world and traditional religions in 2009. For 
the Secretariat to present proposals on time 
and place of the next forum; bring to the at-
tention of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations the conceptual and practical 
role performed by the Congress in promoting 
dialogue among civilizations, cultures and 
religions and its considerable achievements 
in interreligious understanding, inviting sup-
port for the further activity of the Congress. 

f 

THE EASTERN NEW MEXICO 
RURAL WATER SYSTEM ACT OF 
2006 

HON. TOM UDALL 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to introduce the Eastern New Mex-
ico Rural Water System Act of 2006. This is 
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