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forces large enough to disrupt these enormous 
operations and send a message that such 
criminal activity will not be tolerated. They 
have let the cartels know with certainty that 
they will pay dearly if they operate in our back 
yard. 

To challenge such a formidable criminal en-
terprise, it takes intelligence, bravery, and an 
unselfish sense of purpose. I have witnessed 
all of those characteristics displayed in exem-
plary fashion in southern Oregon and northern 
California. In the past few weeks, a task force 
of over 175 people and 19 agencies, led by 
Jackson County Sheriff Mike Winters and 
Siskiyou County Sheriff Rick Riggins, dealt a 
telling blow on the cartels’ illicit activities on 
our public lands. 

In a series of well-timed and meticulously 
executed raids on both sides of the Oregon/ 
California border, this amazing group of dedi-
cated individuals eradicated 27.6 tons of mari-
juana from our public lands in a matter of a 
few days! They removed well over 
$320,000,000 from the drug trade and force-
fully sent the message to the cartels that they 
will not be able to do business as usual in 
southern Oregon and northern California. 

Mr. Speaker, it is not hard to imagine the 
work and commitment involved in assembling 
so many able and dedicated people from mu-
nicipal, county, state, and federal agencies. 
With no single law enforcement agency large 
enough to handle the task, these dedicated 
law enforcement professionals and volunteers 
formed to combat a common enemy that was 
dealing massive amounts of drugs and cre-
ating mayhem on our forest landscape. Driven 
by sense of duty, respect for the law, and a 
commitment to protect the public, they got the 
job done. 

Needless to say, Mr. Speaker, I am very 
proud and appreciative of what these out-
standing people have done for us. I know that 
all of my colleagues join me today in saluting 
their stellar performance. We are honored to 
extend to them the gratitude of our entire na-
tion. 

Please join me in congratulating these 
agencies and individuals for a job well done. 
We owe them so much for their sacrifice and 
dedication. 

Jackson County Sheriffs Office, Jackson 
County Search and Rescue, Jackson County 
Narcotics Enforcement Team (JACNET), 
Siskiyou County Sheriffs Office S.W.A.T., 
Douglas County Sheriffs Office D.I.N.T., Klam-
ath Falls Police Department S.W.A.T., Jose-
phine County Sheriffs Office, Shady Cove Po-
lice Department, Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, Law Enforcement Section, United States 
Forest Service, Law Enforcement Section, Or-
egon State Police, SWAT and MRT Units, US 
Immigrations and Customs Enforcement 
(I.C.E.), Drug Enforcement Agency, Medford 
Office, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
S.W.A.T., Portland Police Bureau, S.W.A.T., 
Jackson County Fire District #3, and Oregon 
Department of Forestry. 

PERRY PARKS 
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Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, it is with much 
sadness that I rise today to announce the 
passing of my very good friend and colleague, 
Perry Conrade Parks, Jr. 

Perry Parks was born in Atlanta, Georgia, in 
1908, to Professors Perry C. Parks, Sr. and 
Sophia Parker Parks on the campus of Clark 
Atlanta University in Atlanta, Georgia. The 
family moved to East Chicago, Indiana, where 
Perry attended school. 

Perry Parks later attended Tennessee State 
College and transferred to Wiley College in 
Marshall, Texas where he lettered in four 
sports (football, basketball, track, and tennis) 
and graduated in 1934. 

After graduation he joined his family in Los 
Angeles and took a job as a social worker for 
the California State Relief Administration. 
Soon after establishing himself in California, 
he married his college sweetheart, Artemisia 
Stilwell. 

Perry Parks later worked for the Federal 
Postal Service, from 1936 to 1971. He was a 
founding member of the United Public Work-
ers CIO, as well as an organizer of the Na-
tional Alliance of Postal Workers. He was in 
the forefront of the struggle to implement a 
merit system in employee evaluations and pro-
motions. He was also a champion of equal op-
portunity for women. 

He filed the first successful anti-discrimina-
tion claim against the Los Angles Post Master 
for failure to promote him to Supervisor. His 
discrimination claim paved the way for equal 
employment opportunities for people of color, 
leading to the appointment of the first African- 
American Post Master in Los Angeles. 

Perry was an ardent warrior in the pursuit of 
fairness, inclusion, and representation in the 
civic process. He stood on the front line of the 
civil rights movement in the 1960s as an early 
organizer of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference in Southern California. Mr. Parks 
served as Vice President of the Barrio De-
fense Committee, President of the South Cen-
tral Welfare Planning Council, and a board 
member of the Los Angeles Urban League 
and United Civil Rights Committee. He was a 
founding member of the Brotherhood Crusade. 

After his retirement, Perry Parks continued 
to serve his community as Field Representa-
tive for Congresswoman Yvonne B. Burke and 
Assemblywoman Teresa Hughes. 

Perry Parks was a proud army veteran of 
World War II and a devoted member of Hol-
man United Methodist Church. He is survived 
by his two sons, Perry C. Parks III and Henry 
Stilwell Parks; his two sisters, Lucy Hamilton 
and Carrie Jones, all of Los Angeles; his 
grandsons, Perry C. Parks IV of Atlanta, Geor-
gia, and Oren Callan Jeffries of Los Angeles; 
nieces Patricia Parks White, Frances Jones 
Taylor, Muriel Jones Parker of Los Angeles 
and a host of other devoted relatives and 
friends. 

HONORING MR. GERALD (JERRY) 
BELANGER 
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OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor an educator in my district who has done 
laudable work to ignite a new sense of patriot-
ism among his students. 

Mr. Gerald (Jerry) Belanger serves as the 
principal of Gaylord Middle School. He has led 
a distinguished career in education. Mr. 
Belanger’s first job in the field was as a school 
teacher in a preschool classroom. While his 
stint as a preschool teacher was short lived— 
lasting only 3 weeks—he was at least admired 
by his students for his guitar-playing ability. 

Mr. Belanger then moved into a direction 
better suited to his abilities. He taught 6th 
grade for 5 years at Pearson Elementary 
School in inner city Flint before becoming the 
assistant principal and ultimately the principal 
of Gaylord Middle School. 

It was at Gaylord Middle School that he 
began the current middle school Veteran’s 
Day program. For the past 10 years, on every 
Veteran’s Day, the Gaylord Middle School and 
its student council have organized a tribute to 
America’s veterans. The day begins with a 
morning reception in the school cafeteria, fol-
lowed by a program in the school gymnasium 
where students and faculty honor the sac-
rifices of America’s veterans. Mr. Belanger has 
worked hard to ensure that veterans in the 
community attend the event so that his stu-
dents have an in person opportunity to dem-
onstrate their appreciation for veterans’ sac-
rifice. When the tribute began 10 years ago, 
20 veterans participated. Today, as many as 
200 veterans attend the Veteran’s Day event. 
By encouraging his students to host this trib-
ute, Mr. Belanger has helped draw the Gay-
lord community together, while also helping to 
inspire patriotism in each class of students 
that passes through Gaylord Middle School. 

Mr. Belanger also makes patriotism a daily 
priority at Gaylord Middle School. Through the 
daily Pledge of Allegiance, playing of the na-
tional anthem and events throughout the year, 
Mr. Belanger has worked to instill respect, 
love and loyalty to our country among the 
young people attending his school. 

Mr. Belanger is a fine example of how ordi-
nary citizens can demonstrate exceptional pa-
triotism in their community. Although Jerry 
never served in the armed forces, his father, 
Frank, served in the National Guard during the 
Cuban Missile Crisis and two of his uncles 
were in the Army Reserve during that difficult 
part of our Nation’s history. Another of Mr. 
Belanger’s uncles served with U.S. Marine 
Corps for 4 years. These family members in-
stilled in him a deep love of history and gov-
ernment and a profound sense of pride and 
respect for all of our nation’s military men and 
women. 

Now that he is married with a 3-year-old 
son, you will often see Jerry with his son Pat-
rick at local Memorial Day and Veterans Day 
celebrations, seeking to pass on to his own 
son the same pride and deep respect for the 
armed forces and the same love of country. 
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