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Mr. Speaker, as our brave men and women 

serve abroad in today’s conflicts, all of us are 
reminded of the importance of recognizing, 
honoring and remembering the sacrifices of 
the heroes of the past. Mr. Jerry Belanger has 
found a way to ensure that in his corner of the 
world, young people are introduced to these 
important values early on. For that, Mr. Speak-
er, I ask that you and the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives join me in saluting him. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PICTURED ROCKS 
NATIONAL LAKESHORE 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the Pictured Rocks National 
Lakeshore, which celebrates its 40th anniver-
sary as a National Lakeshore this year. This 
pristine part of my district was the first unit of 
the national park system authorized as a Na-
tional Lakeshore. 

Pictured Rocks derives its name from the 15 
miles of colorful sandstone cliffs northeast of 
Munising, Michigan. These cliffs, some ap-
proaching 200 feet in height, have been natu-
rally sculptured into shallow caves, arches and 
formations that resemble castle turrets, and 
human profiles. Anyone who has visited the 
splendorous 42 miles of the Lakeshore knows 
that the park offers spectacular scenery of the 
hilly shoreline speckled with natural archways, 
waterfalls, and sand dunes. 

Congress wisely designated Pictured Rocks 
a National Lakeshore to preserve for future 
generations’ enjoyment a significant portion of 
the diminishing shoreline of the United States. 
Today, Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore 
continues to provide inspiration and rec-
reational enjoyment for residents of northern 
Michigan, as well as for the hundreds of thou-
sands of visitors who come to enjoy the area’s 
natural splendor every year. The refreshing 
waters in summer, the beautiful palette of fall, 
the serene atmosphere of winter and the re-
newal oflife in spring are all unique at Pictured 
Rocks. 

As Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore cele-
brates this anniversary, it is also appropriate 
to mention former Congressman Raymond F. 
Clevenger. His hard work and dedication to 
the conservation and economic improvement 
of this area played a major role in the creation 
of Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore. 

Before his election to Congress, Mr. 
Clevenger made establishing a National Lake-
shore on Lake Superior a top priority of his 
campaign. Once elected to the U.S. House of 
Representatives, he introduced legislation, 
H.R. 8678, to establish a National Lakeshore. 
On October 15, 1966, President Lyndon John-
son signed Public Law 89–668, creating the 
nation’s first National Lakeshore at Pictured 
Rocks. 

Thanks to the efforts of Congressman 
Clevenger, more than 73,000 acres of beach-
es, cliffs, waterfalls, and forests, as well as the 
wildlife that resides there, have been pre-
served. In recognition of former Congressman 
Raymond Clevenger’s efforts, I will be working 

to see that the Miners Castle Information Sta-
tion at Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore be 
known as the ‘‘Raymond F. Clevenger Visitor 
Information Center at Miners Castle.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, our nation is blessed with 
countless natural resources and wonders. 
Those of us from northern Michigan and from 
the Upper Peninsula take great pride in Pic-
tured Rocks National Lakeshore. I would ask 
that the U.S. House of Representatives join 
me in observing this historic anniversary and 
in pledging our continued support for the pres-
ervation of this beautiful and historic park. 

f 

BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO, 
FIREARMS, AND EXPLOSIVES 
MODERNIZATION AND REFORM 
ACT OF 2006 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I oppose the ‘‘Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Ex-
plosives Modernization and Reform Act of 
2006,’’ H.R. 5029. This bill would effectively 
gut the ability of the ATF to shut down rogue 
gun dealers who ignore or undermine federal 
law by selling guns to criminals. It literally pro-
tects the worst of the worst. 

We should be doing more to ensure that our 
communities are safe, by getting guns out of 
the hands of criminals. That is why we should 
make sure federal authorities have all the 
tools they need to go after criminal gun deal-
ers. 

Yet, this bill would substantially undermine 
the ATF’s ability to revoke federal firearms li-
censes and shut down corrupt gun dealers 
who have repeatedly violated the law. By re-
defining the burden of proof for violations of 
existing federal gun laws, this bill would make 
it essentially impossible to sanction, pros-
ecute, or revoke the federal firearms license of 
corrupt gun dealers. 

The vast majority of gun dealers are honest 
hard-working business owners who play by 
the rules. Yet, their compliance with federal 
law is tarnished by the few gun dealers who 
are more interested in making a profit than fol-
lowing the law or protecting our children. Sta-
tistics show that 60 percent of guns used in 
crimes can be traced back to just 1% of the 
Nation’s 80,000 gun dealers. This means that 
a tiny percentage of criminal gun dealers are 
responsible for the bulk of guns used in the 
crimes that terrorize our communities. Yet, this 
legislation makes it harder to shut down these 
criminal outliers. 

In 2003, the ATF issued only 54 notices of 
license revocation to shut down rogue gun 
dealers. That represents .06 percent of all gun 
dealers. Under the proposed legislation, this 
small group of dealers would be allowed to 
stay in business, and pay only a minor fine. 

This bill would also weaken the record-
keeping requirements that gun dealers must 
follow currently. This would allow criminal 
dealers to hide their illegal sales and missing 
firearms. Rather than being required to prop-
erly maintain their gun sale records, this legis-
lation would simply allow them to keep such 

records in a box or a storage room, and would 
make it very difficult for the ATF to investigate 
and uncover dealer violations. 

I oppose this flawed legislation. I believe 
strongly that the ATF needs the authority to 
prosecute and eventually revoke the licenses 
of corrupt and criminal gun dealers. I am not 
alone in this view. This legislation is also op-
posed by the International Association of 
Chiefs of Police, The American Bar Associa-
tion, The Major City Chiefs, the International 
Brotherhood of Police, Mayors Against Illegal 
Guns, The Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun 
Violence, The Violence Policy Center, the Co-
alition to Stop Gun Violence, Former Director 
of the ATF Rex Davis, New York City Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, and Boston Mayor Thom-
as Menino. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in opposing 
this dangerous bill. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CRESTWOOD ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL’S 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. TOM DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to take this opportunity to pay trib-
ute to Crestwood Elementary School in Fairfax 
County, Virginia as it prepares to celebrate its 
50th anniversary. 

Since its establishment in 1956, Crestwood 
Elementary School has committed itself to 
lofty standards of academic and extracurricular 
excellence. Over the years, as the Springfield 
area has expanded and diversified, Crestwood 
has followed the community’s example. 

In 1950, the Springfield area consisted of 
nothing but woods and a few farms and 
houses. Edward Carr bought much of the land 
and in 1950 started to build the first planned 
community in northern Virginia. He gave some 
land to the community for the school and the 
first community pool was built here because of 
the land he donated. The area grew slowly, 
with few community resources. Little League 
was started in 1955. There were no schools 
here until 1956. All of the school children had 
to go out of the area. In those days, Spring-
field was the outermost edge of the Wash-
ington area. 

Since its inception, Crestwood Elementary 
has been an integral part of the Springfield, 
Virginia, community. Originally costing 
$595,585, when the school was constructed 
there was one telephone booth per street, milk 
and bakery items were delivered weekly to 
residents, and the primary mode of transpor-
tation was the train. Over the past 50 years, 
the Crestwood community has become a very 
progressive community in the heart of the 
Springfield area and educates hundreds of 
students each year. With the addition of the 
Family Resource Center, Crestwood is a true 
community school working with parents and 
children building a better future for the entire 
Crestwood community. 

The mission of Crestwood Elementary 
School is to offer each student the skills, 
knowledge, and experiences necessary to be 
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successful students and productive members 
of society. The staff envisions a school where 
academic excellence is paramount, the arts 
are celebrated, cultural and linguistic diversity 
is honored, and all learners meet their per-
sonal academic goals. Over the years ethnic 
and cultural diversity have brought a unique 
spirit to the school, as it continues its commit-
ment to academic excellence. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would like to thank 
Crestwood Elementary School faculty and staff 
for the immeasurable contributions they have 
made to the community by shaping today’s 
youth and tomorrow’s future. I congratulate the 
school on its successes over the last 50 years 
and I wish it more successful years in the fu-
ture. I ask that my colleagues join me in ap-
plauding this outstanding and distinguished in-
stitution, as well as the committed faculty and 
students. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO KENNETH 
MAHAL 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor my good friend Mr. Kenneth Mahal for 
his outstanding service to his community and 
to his country. 

Ken is a retired architect who is licensed to 
practice in 50 States, District of Columbia, Vir-
gin Islands and the United Kingdom. He has 
a wealth of academic experience, having grad-
uated from the University of Minnesota, the 
Architecture at Chicago Technical College, 
and the Harvard International Business School 
in Vevey, Switzerland. Ken has also served in 
the military during War II as a fleet radar 
countermeasures director on aircraft carrier 
USS Ticonderoga. 

At age 30, Ken served as a volunteer to the 
Bloomington Planning Commission, where he 
served as vice chairman for 6 years. During 
his tenure with the planning commission, 
Bloomington, Minnesota, won the Best Cities 
Award twice. Because of his insistence for 
strong zoning, a strategic piece of land was 
saved until the world renowned Mall of Amer-
ica was built there. 

As former C.E.O. of Ellerbe Architects and 
Engineers, the 8th largest firm in the U.S., 
Ken developed sales and marketing of archi-
tectural and engineering services, creating the 
first professional firm in this field. The firm de-
veloped sales projection marketing plans, 
which computerized fee projections. 

Ken also owns L.K. Mahal & Assoc., a con-
sulting firm specializing in concept design to 
real estate search. The firm provided full serv-
ice design and construction oversight, plus 
served as a consultant to the Children’s World 
Day Care centers and franchise project devel-
opment. For 25 years, the firm represented 
the University of Notre Dame. Some other cli-
ents include the NIH Medical Center Wash-
ington, DC, Mayo Clinic as well as assisted in 
the UNLV Medical Center expansion project. 

Presently, Ken is president of the Nevada 
Seniors Coalition, NSC, and writes a monthly 
column for Vegas Voice. As president, Ken fo-

cuses the organizations efforts on local growth 
issues such as air, water and traffic concerns. 
NSC also works on State and national issues 
for seniors, their children and grandchildren, 
enhancing the conditions of our senior citi-
zens. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I 
honor my good friend Mr. Kenneth Mahal for 
his steadfast commitment to his community 
and to his country. I wish him luck with all of 
his future endeavors. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO BRAZOS-
PORT INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, Brazosport Inde-
pendent School District, located in my home 
county of Brazoria, has received a $458,369 
Smaller Learning Communities Program grant 
from the Department of Education. The Small-
er Learning Communities Program promotes 
academic achievement through the creation or 
expansion of small, safe, and successful 
learning environments in large public high 
schools to help ensure that all students grad-
uate with the knowledge and skills necessary 
to make successful transitions to colleges and 
careers. 

Brazosport High School will use the Smaller 
Learning Communities Program grant to build 
on past efforts by implementing and expand-
ing successful strategies and activities. Among 
the projects the grant will help Brayosport 
High School implement are extensive develop-
ment activities for the faculty and staff, advi-
sory periods, accelerated curriculum, after- 
school classes, ninth grade transition activi-
ties, and task force committees. 

Brazosport High School’s project goals in-
clude: (1) increasing the academic perform-
ance of all students and reducing the gap in 
achievement among students of different racial 
and economic backgrounds; (2) ensuring that 
the Smaller Learning Communities are envi-
ronments where students feel safe, known, 
supported and motivated to succeed; (3) and 
ensuring that students attain the strong aca-
demic knowledge and skills necessary for a 
successful college career. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no doubt that the same 
commitment to education excellence that en-
abled Brazosport Independent School District 
to obtain this grant will enable the school to 
achieve all of its goals. I am therefore pleased 
to extend my congratulations to Brazosport 
Independent School District for obtaining a 
Smaller Learning Communities Program grant. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO LAURA 
LONDONO 

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to one of my constituents, Ms. 

Laura Londono of Highlands Ranch, Colorado. 
Ms. Londono has been accepted to the Peo-
ple to People World Leadership Forum here in 
our Nation’s Capital. This year marks the 50th 
anniversary of the People to People program 
founded by President Eisenhower in 1956. 

Ms. Londono has displayed academic excel-
lence, community involvement and leadership 
potential. All students chosen for the program 
have been identified and nominated by edu-
cators. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to join in paying 
tribute to Laura Londono, and wish her the 
best in all her future endeavors. 

f 

COMMENDING THE AD COUNCIL 
AND WCPX–TV FOR THEIR PRO 
BONO ADVERTISING OF POSITIVE 
INSPIRATIONAL MESSAGES TO 
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I take 
this opportunity to commend the Ad Council 
and WCPX–TV for creating a program and 
using valuable airtime to improve the quality of 
life for people in my Congressional District and 
wherever the influence of their work can be 
felt. 

I also commend the Ad Council for being 
the stimulus behind this action. 

I am pleased to know that for more than 60 
years the Ad Council has marshaled the pro 
bono resources of the advertising agency and 
media communities to deliver thousands of in-
spirational messages for the American people. 
I am indeed pleased to know that during 2005, 
the media donated an unprecedented 1.8 bil-
lion dollars in free airtime and space. 

My hat is off to Mr. Tony Cannata, Business 
Manager, WCPX–TV and Ms. Peggy Conlon, 
President and CEO, The Advertising Council 
Inc. 

I commend them both for this very effective 
collaboration and look forward to their contin-
uous work. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MISS ALLIE DIETZ 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a very special young lady, Miss 
Allie Dietz. She continues to impress me with 
her courage and her determination to fight dia-
betes, which she has suffered from since she 
was just five years old. She is now twelve. 

I have come to know Allie over the years at 
different events throughout my state—Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation Galas, Chil-
dren’s Congress, Walk for a Cure, the fight for 
stem cell research and many others. She has 
told me her stories of low and high blood sug-
ars, she has shown me how she pricks her 
fingers and takes her insulin and she has al-
ways demonstrated a positive attitude through 
it all. 
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