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be addressed. Russia’s behavior in a number 
of areas and its lack of concrete commitments 
on important issues is contrary to the spirit of 
free trade and the WTO and must be re-
versed. In essence, the WTO is a set of rules 
and commitments and a forum for dispute res-
olution, factors that make it fundamentally dif-
ferent than most international organizations 
with extended bureaucracies. In this manner, 
these rules and commitments must be hon-
ored if the WTO is to have any meaning what-
soever. 

Russia is failing to uphold standards that 
many in the U.S., Europe and elsewhere be-
lieve are essential for WTO accession. The 
area of intellectual property is a prime exam-
ple. 

Due in large part to Russia’s failure to en-
force its anti-piracy and intellectual property 
protection laws, 421–2 of my House col-
leagues joined me in passing a resolution in 
December 2005 (H. Con. Res. 230) that called 
on Russia to provide adequate and effective 
protection of intellectual property rights, or it 
risk losing its eligibility to participate in the 
Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) 
program and to ensure that intellectual prop-
erty is securely protected in law and in prac-
tice to demonstrate that it can meet inter-
national commitments like the WTO. 

Earlier this year, House Ways and Means 
Chairman BILL THOMAS (R–CA) and Ranking 
Democratic Member CHARLES RANGEL (D–NY) 
as well as Senate Finance Committee Chair-
man CHARLES GRASSLEY (R–IA) and Ranking 
Member MAX BAUCUS (D–MT) co-signed a let-
ter to President Bush stating that they will not 
support Permanent National Trade Relations 
for Russia unless Russia takes definitive ac-
tion to address current issues. 

In the energy sector, the Russian govern-
ment’s interference in the market and de facto 
renationalization of selected assets calls into 
question its commitment to free and fair trade. 
The Council on Foreign Relations, task force 
on Russia listed a number of disappointing 
trends in Russia’s energy market, including 
‘‘the revocation of longstanding Exxon Mobil li-
censes for the Sakhalin natural gas fields and 
the destruction of the Yukos Oil company as 
part of a reassertion of state control over the 
energy sector.’’ The report also mentioned the 
cut off of natural gas supplies to Ukraine in re-
sponse to its pro-western orientation. With 
U.S. oil and natural gas prices reaching record 
highs, it is very important that we develop a 
tough, but open, energy trade policy with Rus-
sia. 

The United States remains concerned about 
access to the Russian banking, financial serv-
ices and insurance markets, all of which are 
substantially restricted for foreign companies. 
The U.S. is advocating on the opening of bank 
branches, but Russia has repeatedly insisted 
that foreign banks be required to open a full 
subsidiary, not a branch, when entering Rus-
sia. In the insurance industry, Russia does not 
allow foreign insurance companies to under-
write and reinsure mandatory forms of insur-
ance, including motor vehicles, health and 
government institutional insurance. Before 
Russia passed legislation in late 2003 to ex-
pand foreign ownership to 25 percent, the EU 
had considered the Russian insurance indus-
try essentially closed. 

According to the President’s 2006 Trade 
Policy Agenda and 2005 Annual Report, the 
U.S. remains concerned about market access 
for poultry, pork and beef in the wake of a 
June 15, 2005 agreement with Russia. The 
issue of how the agreement is being imple-
mented, specifically questions that a U.S. 
quota could be used by other countries, is cur-
rently under discussion. 

The United States is currently in the midst 
of its bilateral negotiations with the Russian 
Federation to agree to Russia’s membership 
and participation in the World Trade Organiza-
tion. The United States is one of only a few 
nations remaining that must conclude a bilat-
eral WTO agreement before Russia formally 
accedes to the WTO. 

As this process continues, it is critical that 
Congress consider Russia beyond specific 
commercial issues and commitments on trade 
issues. Congress should consider that Rus-
sia’s is regressing in its movement towards a 
more democratic society and free market 
economy because both issues have important 
ramifications for our trade relationship. 

As a member of Congress who serves on 
the House Judiciary and International Rela-
tions Committees and Chairs the Energy and 
Resources subcommittee of the Government 
Reform Committee, I am engaged in the for-
mulation of policy on intellectual property, U.S. 
foreign policy, and energy issues. Therefore, I 
see the U.S.-Russia trade relationship from a 
variety of perspectives. I also see the impor-
tant relationship between market and democ-
racy trends and Russia’s WTO accession 
process. 

I urge my colleagues to pay attention to 
these larger trends, some which are dis-
turbing, as you consider Russia’s progress on 
WTO negotiations with the United States and 
the eventual consideration of the Jackson- 
Vanik legislation and granting of PNTR to 
Russia. Russia must be held accountable 
under a WTO agreement that protects free 
and fair trade. 
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TRIBUTE TO HUMBOLDT 
VETERANS ‘‘WALL OF HONOR’’ 

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
pay tribute today to one town’s effort to re-
member all of its veterans from the Civil War 
to the current War on Terror. Remembering 
the brave men and women of our military is 
something we should all strive to do in some 
fashion. 

Humboldt and Humboldt Township is a 
small community in north-central Illinois. Thir-
ty-five miles south of Champagne and nine 
miles north of Mattoon, Humboldt and Hum-
boldt Township revolve around agriculture and 
farming. The 1,300 people of Humboldt Town-
ship, including the 500 that live in the town of 
Humboldt, define the essence of hard-working 
Americans. 

The citizens of Humboldt Township are em-
barking on a remarkable memorial to honor 
the men and women of our Armed Forces. 

Next month the ‘‘Wall of Honor’’ will be on dis-
play at the Humboldt Township building. This 
tribute will honor veterans from the Humboldt 
area dating back to the Civil War and con-
tinuing to the present day. There will be hun-
dreds of pictures mounted on the walls and ar-
ticles of interest will be displayed on tables. 

While Humboldt may not be large, their con-
tribution to the U.S. military has been great. 
Humboldt residents have served during times 
of peace and times of war. When needed, 
they have heeded the call of duty and traveled 
far from home to defend the United States. 
They have triumphed at Vicksburg during the 
Civil War, flown bombing missions over the 
Pacific in World War II, rescued fellow soldiers 
as the U.S. engaged in the Korean War, cou-
rageously served in Vietnam, liberated a coun-
try held hostage during the Gulf War, and 
fought in the War on Terror and Iraq. 

Mr. Speaker, during this time when the mili-
tary is so important to the United States, it is 
gratifying to see local communities make ef-
forts to remember those that have dedicated 
their lives to protecting this nation. I congratu-
late the citizens of Humboldt and wish them 
the best. 
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HONORING FAIRFAX CITY’S VFW 
POST 8469 

HON. TOM DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the 60th anniversary of 
VFW Post 8469, and the veterans whose 
dedication and service to this country are a re-
markable testament to the past and present 
character of America’s servicemen. 

On October 7, 2006, Fairfax City’s VFW 
Post 8469 will celebrate its 60th anniversary. 
This Veterans of Foreign Wars Post includes 
members who have served their country in 
several foreign conflicts, including World War 
II, Korea, Vietnam, Desert Storm and most re-
cently Iraqi Freedom. It is the history of this 
fine group of patriots that is celebrated. And 
history tells a tale. 

Sixty years ago Fairfax was a bucolic little 
southern county. There were only two high 
schools. The Fairfax County Police Depart-
ment had only six officers. Most of the young 
men who went off to war in the preceding 5 
years knew each other, as did many of their 
families. They generally left for war at different 
times and typically served in different units, 
spread all over the globe. 

These soldiers saved the world and then 
they returned to an America that had radically 
transformed in their absence; specifically, to a 
county poised on the verge of a period of un-
precedented growth. The only thing that had 
changed more than their world was the sol-
diers themselves. The returning soldiers, in 
the words of Oliver Wendell Holmes, ‘‘[had] 
shared the incommunicable experience of war 
. . .’’ This theme, and the reality of their cir-
cumstance, helped to underscore the neces-
sity for a place and a venue where the vet-
erans could find comradeship, work for the 
common good of the community, their fellow 
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veterans, the widows and orphans, and to re-
member their fallen. 

Mr. Speaker, today VFW 8469 is blessed 
with the presence of four of the 108 charter 
members of our Post from October 1946. All 
members of VFW 8469 stand on the shoul-
ders of these and other giants. 

The Charter Members named VFW 8469 
the ‘‘Blue and Gray Post’’, in honor of the 
area’s famous 29th Infantry Division and in 
recognition of the healing power of a post-Civil 
War poem titled, The Blue and the Gray, by 
Francis Miles Finch. The first verse of which 
reads: 
‘‘By the flow of the inland river, 
Whence the fleets of iron have fled, [the 

Chesapeake Bay and Potomac River] 
Where the blades of the grave-grass quiver, 
Asleep are the ranks of the dead: [Arlington 

Cemetery] 
Under the sod and the dew, 
Waiting the judgment-day; 
Under the one, the Blue, 
Under the other, the Gray.’’ 

All Americans owe an unfathomable debt to 
our American soldiers who have taken up 
arms in defense of our lives and our freedom. 
As I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the 60th anniversary of VFW Post 8469, 
I believe it appropriate to conclude with the re-
marks of Floyd Houston, a member of VFW 
Post 8469. 

‘‘These young veterans need us as much as 
we need them. We must never forget our 
past—these giants who built what we have 
today and we must always keep faith with our 
values as we press into the future—support to 
veterans, their survivors, our community, and 
honoring our dead. May God continue to bless 
this Post, this county, this country, and may 
we never be at a loss for heroes such as 
these.’’ 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JOHN 
RINALDI 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor my good friend John Rinaldi, who is re-
tiring after a long and distinguished career 
with the City of Henderson, Nevada. John is 
an outstanding example of a dedicated and 
supportive community-minded person that I 
have the privilege of representing in the Third 
Congressional District. 

John joined the City of Henderson in Octo-
ber 1989 as Property Manager and City Sur-
veyor and was promoted in July 2004 to Man-
ager of the Office of Property Management 
and Redevelopment in the City Manager’s Of-
fice. He formerly directed the City of Hender-
son’s real estate interests; administered the 
sale, purchase, and lease of property for pub-
lic use and city-initiated enterprise projects; 
and oversaw the Redevelopment Agency’s ef-
forts in three separate districts: Downtown, 
Tuscany, and Cornerstone. 

John graduated from California Polytechnic 
University, San Luis Obispo in 1976 with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Horticulture— 
Landscape Design. John is a registered Water 

Rights Surveyor in Nevada and a licensed 
Professional Land Surveyor in Nevada, Cali-
fornia, and Oregon. He is a published author 
of several articles on land surveying and an 
instructor, presenting papers at national con-
ferences, classes and seminars. 

In addition to his academic success and ac-
complishments, John is also a member of sev-
eral organizations such as the Urban Land In-
stitute, International Right-of-Way Association, 
American Public Works Association, American 
Congress on Surveying and Mapping, and the 
Nevada Association of Land Surveyors. John 
is also a graduate of the 1998 Clark County 
Leadership Forum. 

John has allowed these experiences to 
strengthen his philosophies and ideologies of 
community, integrity, and professionalism to 
strengthen his moral code and leadership 
abilities. John is well regarded for possessing 
a strong moral character which has guided 
him successfully through his years of public 
service to our community. His commitment 
and passion for building a better Nevada re-
flects the type of person that he is. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor my good 
friend John Rinaldi. He has worked tirelessly 
for the last 17 years on behalf of the residents 
of the City of Henderson, and I applaud his ef-
forts and dedication. I wish him the best in his 
retirement. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO MAXWELL 
BAIN 

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to one of my constituents, Mr. 
Maxwell Bain of Littleton, Colorado. Mr. Bain 
has been accepted to the People to People 
World Leadership Forum here in our nation’s 
Capitol. This year marks the 50th anniversary 
of the People to People program founded by 
President Eisenhower in 1956. 

Mr. Bain has displayed academic excel-
lence, community involvement and leadership 
potential. All students chosen for the program 
have been identified and nominated by edu-
cators. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to join in paying 
tribute to Maxwell Bain, and wish him the best 
in all his future endeavors. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO KATY 
ELEMENTARY 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, Katy Elementary 
School, of the Katy Independent School Dis-
trict, is among the 26 Texas schools that have 
recently received the Department of Edu-
cation’s prestigious Blue Ribbon Schools 
award. 

The No Child Left Behind-Blue Ribbon 
Schools Program recognizes outstanding pub-

lic and private schools that are either aca-
demically superior or have demonstrated dra-
matic and consistent gains in student achieve-
ment. The Department of Education selects 
Blue Ribbon Schools based on nominations 
submitted by the states. My colleagues may 
be interested to know that every school nomi-
nated by Texas received a Blue Ribbon 
Schools award. 

Schools can be nominated for a Blue Rib-
bon Schools Award if at least forty percent of 
their disadvantaged students show dramatic 
improvement over three years on state tests in 
reading or English language arts and mathe-
matics. Schools whose student bodies rank in 
the top ten percent on state tests in reading or 
English language arts and mathematics may 
also be nominated for a Blue Ribbon Schools 
Award. 

In addition to these two criteria, Blue Ribbon 
Schools must meet Adequate Yearly Progress 
requirements in reading or English language 
arts and mathematics, must not have been 
identified as a ‘‘Persistently Dangerous’’ 
school within the last two years, and must 
comply with other Department of Education re-
quirements. 

Katy Elementary’s designation as Blue Rib-
bon Schools is a tribute to the schools’ teach-
ers, administrators, and other employees’ 
dedication to providing students with a quality 
education. It also is a reflection of the students 
and parents’ commitment to the pursuit of 
educational excellence. I am therefore pleased 
to offer my congratulations to Katy Elementary 
School for being one of the 26 Texas schools 
designated as Blue Ribbon Schools by the 
Department of Education. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE PERSON-
ALIZED HEALTH INFORMATION 
ACT 

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-
er, I’m proud today to introduce the Personal-
ized Health Information Act, which I hope will 
be a step in helping us redesign America’s 
health care system. 

Our health care system today delivers some 
of the best care in the world, but can hardly 
be described as the best health care system. 
We spend more than 50% more on health 
care per capita than other industrialized na-
tions, and yet our health outcomes are much 
worse. We all know the burden that health 
care costs are putting on America’s families 
and businesses. 

Many of us have extolled the potential of in-
formation technology to begin transforming 
health care. I.T. can unlock data that is 
trapped in paper, catch human errors, help 
providers deliver the latest evidence-based 
medicine, improve public health, reduce dupli-
cation and administrative costs, and provide 
new research capabilities. I.T. is by no means 
a silver bullet, but it is a tool that can be used 
to reorient health care, so that—finally—the 
system delivers the right care to the right peo-
ple at the right time, as efficiently as possible. 
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