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be addressed. Russia’s behavior in a number 
of areas and its lack of concrete commitments 
on important issues is contrary to the spirit of 
free trade and the WTO and must be re-
versed. In essence, the WTO is a set of rules 
and commitments and a forum for dispute res-
olution, factors that make it fundamentally dif-
ferent than most international organizations 
with extended bureaucracies. In this manner, 
these rules and commitments must be hon-
ored if the WTO is to have any meaning what-
soever. 

Russia is failing to uphold standards that 
many in the U.S., Europe and elsewhere be-
lieve are essential for WTO accession. The 
area of intellectual property is a prime exam-
ple. 

Due in large part to Russia’s failure to en-
force its anti-piracy and intellectual property 
protection laws, 421–2 of my House col-
leagues joined me in passing a resolution in 
December 2005 (H. Con. Res. 230) that called 
on Russia to provide adequate and effective 
protection of intellectual property rights, or it 
risk losing its eligibility to participate in the 
Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) 
program and to ensure that intellectual prop-
erty is securely protected in law and in prac-
tice to demonstrate that it can meet inter-
national commitments like the WTO. 

Earlier this year, House Ways and Means 
Chairman BILL THOMAS (R–CA) and Ranking 
Democratic Member CHARLES RANGEL (D–NY) 
as well as Senate Finance Committee Chair-
man CHARLES GRASSLEY (R–IA) and Ranking 
Member MAX BAUCUS (D–MT) co-signed a let-
ter to President Bush stating that they will not 
support Permanent National Trade Relations 
for Russia unless Russia takes definitive ac-
tion to address current issues. 

In the energy sector, the Russian govern-
ment’s interference in the market and de facto 
renationalization of selected assets calls into 
question its commitment to free and fair trade. 
The Council on Foreign Relations, task force 
on Russia listed a number of disappointing 
trends in Russia’s energy market, including 
‘‘the revocation of longstanding Exxon Mobil li-
censes for the Sakhalin natural gas fields and 
the destruction of the Yukos Oil company as 
part of a reassertion of state control over the 
energy sector.’’ The report also mentioned the 
cut off of natural gas supplies to Ukraine in re-
sponse to its pro-western orientation. With 
U.S. oil and natural gas prices reaching record 
highs, it is very important that we develop a 
tough, but open, energy trade policy with Rus-
sia. 

The United States remains concerned about 
access to the Russian banking, financial serv-
ices and insurance markets, all of which are 
substantially restricted for foreign companies. 
The U.S. is advocating on the opening of bank 
branches, but Russia has repeatedly insisted 
that foreign banks be required to open a full 
subsidiary, not a branch, when entering Rus-
sia. In the insurance industry, Russia does not 
allow foreign insurance companies to under-
write and reinsure mandatory forms of insur-
ance, including motor vehicles, health and 
government institutional insurance. Before 
Russia passed legislation in late 2003 to ex-
pand foreign ownership to 25 percent, the EU 
had considered the Russian insurance indus-
try essentially closed. 

According to the President’s 2006 Trade 
Policy Agenda and 2005 Annual Report, the 
U.S. remains concerned about market access 
for poultry, pork and beef in the wake of a 
June 15, 2005 agreement with Russia. The 
issue of how the agreement is being imple-
mented, specifically questions that a U.S. 
quota could be used by other countries, is cur-
rently under discussion. 

The United States is currently in the midst 
of its bilateral negotiations with the Russian 
Federation to agree to Russia’s membership 
and participation in the World Trade Organiza-
tion. The United States is one of only a few 
nations remaining that must conclude a bilat-
eral WTO agreement before Russia formally 
accedes to the WTO. 

As this process continues, it is critical that 
Congress consider Russia beyond specific 
commercial issues and commitments on trade 
issues. Congress should consider that Rus-
sia’s is regressing in its movement towards a 
more democratic society and free market 
economy because both issues have important 
ramifications for our trade relationship. 

As a member of Congress who serves on 
the House Judiciary and International Rela-
tions Committees and Chairs the Energy and 
Resources subcommittee of the Government 
Reform Committee, I am engaged in the for-
mulation of policy on intellectual property, U.S. 
foreign policy, and energy issues. Therefore, I 
see the U.S.-Russia trade relationship from a 
variety of perspectives. I also see the impor-
tant relationship between market and democ-
racy trends and Russia’s WTO accession 
process. 

I urge my colleagues to pay attention to 
these larger trends, some which are dis-
turbing, as you consider Russia’s progress on 
WTO negotiations with the United States and 
the eventual consideration of the Jackson- 
Vanik legislation and granting of PNTR to 
Russia. Russia must be held accountable 
under a WTO agreement that protects free 
and fair trade. 
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Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
pay tribute today to one town’s effort to re-
member all of its veterans from the Civil War 
to the current War on Terror. Remembering 
the brave men and women of our military is 
something we should all strive to do in some 
fashion. 

Humboldt and Humboldt Township is a 
small community in north-central Illinois. Thir-
ty-five miles south of Champagne and nine 
miles north of Mattoon, Humboldt and Hum-
boldt Township revolve around agriculture and 
farming. The 1,300 people of Humboldt Town-
ship, including the 500 that live in the town of 
Humboldt, define the essence of hard-working 
Americans. 

The citizens of Humboldt Township are em-
barking on a remarkable memorial to honor 
the men and women of our Armed Forces. 

Next month the ‘‘Wall of Honor’’ will be on dis-
play at the Humboldt Township building. This 
tribute will honor veterans from the Humboldt 
area dating back to the Civil War and con-
tinuing to the present day. There will be hun-
dreds of pictures mounted on the walls and ar-
ticles of interest will be displayed on tables. 

While Humboldt may not be large, their con-
tribution to the U.S. military has been great. 
Humboldt residents have served during times 
of peace and times of war. When needed, 
they have heeded the call of duty and traveled 
far from home to defend the United States. 
They have triumphed at Vicksburg during the 
Civil War, flown bombing missions over the 
Pacific in World War II, rescued fellow soldiers 
as the U.S. engaged in the Korean War, cou-
rageously served in Vietnam, liberated a coun-
try held hostage during the Gulf War, and 
fought in the War on Terror and Iraq. 

Mr. Speaker, during this time when the mili-
tary is so important to the United States, it is 
gratifying to see local communities make ef-
forts to remember those that have dedicated 
their lives to protecting this nation. I congratu-
late the citizens of Humboldt and wish them 
the best. 
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HONORING FAIRFAX CITY’S VFW 
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OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the 60th anniversary of 
VFW Post 8469, and the veterans whose 
dedication and service to this country are a re-
markable testament to the past and present 
character of America’s servicemen. 

On October 7, 2006, Fairfax City’s VFW 
Post 8469 will celebrate its 60th anniversary. 
This Veterans of Foreign Wars Post includes 
members who have served their country in 
several foreign conflicts, including World War 
II, Korea, Vietnam, Desert Storm and most re-
cently Iraqi Freedom. It is the history of this 
fine group of patriots that is celebrated. And 
history tells a tale. 

Sixty years ago Fairfax was a bucolic little 
southern county. There were only two high 
schools. The Fairfax County Police Depart-
ment had only six officers. Most of the young 
men who went off to war in the preceding 5 
years knew each other, as did many of their 
families. They generally left for war at different 
times and typically served in different units, 
spread all over the globe. 

These soldiers saved the world and then 
they returned to an America that had radically 
transformed in their absence; specifically, to a 
county poised on the verge of a period of un-
precedented growth. The only thing that had 
changed more than their world was the sol-
diers themselves. The returning soldiers, in 
the words of Oliver Wendell Holmes, ‘‘[had] 
shared the incommunicable experience of war 
. . .’’ This theme, and the reality of their cir-
cumstance, helped to underscore the neces-
sity for a place and a venue where the vet-
erans could find comradeship, work for the 
common good of the community, their fellow 
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