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A TOTAL FORCE GI BILL FOR THE 

21ST CENTURY 

HON. BOB FILNER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, today I urge my 
colleagues’ support of legislation that has 
been introduced to enhance, improve and 
modernize veterans’ education and training 
programs. Specifically, I am proud to be an 
original co-sponsor of H.R. 6250, a bill intro-
duced by Dr. VIC SNYDER of Arkansas, a 
member of the House Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee. 

Nearly 62 years have passed since con-
gressional enactment of the ‘‘Servicemen’s 
Readjustment Act of 1944’’, commonly known 
as the ‘‘GI Bill of Rights’’, by all accounts a 
landmark legislative accomplishment. Last 
year marked the 20th anniversary of the im-
plementation of the ‘‘Montgomery GI Bill’’ 
(MGIB), another critically important legislative 
measure which has been credited for the cre-
ation of the middle class in America. 

Now, the time has come to develop a ‘‘Total 
Force GI Bill for the 21st Century.’’ For edu-
cation and training benefits to remain a rel-
evant recruitment, retention and readjustment 
tool, we must ensure that VA’s education and 
training programs reflect the current manner in 
which individuals earn and learn in today’s 
competitive marketplace. 

A ‘‘Total Force GI Bill’’ must also reflect to-
day’s military force structure. Clearly, we all 
recognize the total force policy of our military 
includes increased activation of the National 
Guard and Reserve forces. Like no other time 
in our history have citizen-soldiers sacrificed 
so much and served with such distinction as 
they currently do in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Since September 11, 2001, nearly 500,000 
National Guard and Reservists have been ac-
tivated, and approximately 40 percent of the 
troops currently serving in Iraq and Afghani-
stan are citizen-soldiers. These patriots have 
earned and deserve high quality education 
and training benefits, to be used even after 
they separate from military service. The ‘‘Total 
Force GI Bill’’ proposal would organize all 
MGIB programs within a single area of Fed-
eral law and under the jurisdiction of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs (VA). It would 
allow members of the National Guard and Re-
serves to use their education benefits after 
they separate from military service, for up to a 
period of 10 years. 

I want to work in a bipartisan fashion to im-
prove and modernize the MGIB so that it bet-
ter reflects current trends in education and vo-
cational training programs. The VA’s Advisory 
Committee on Education and the Partnership 
for Veterans Education—a group made up of 
traditional veterans and military service organi-
zations, as well as higher education advo-
cates, all have endorsed the provisions of 
H.R. 6250. I believe this legislative proposal 
deserves careful consideration, and I pledge 
to work to pass the funding needed to support 
these improvements. 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO ANDREW 
WATSON 

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to one of my constituents, Mr. 
Andrew Watson of Larkspur, Colorado. Mr. 
Watson has been accepted to the People to 
People World Leadership Forum here in our 
nation’s Capitol. This year marks the 50th an-
niversary of the People to People program 
founded by President Eisenhower in 1956. 

Mr. Watson has displayed academic excel-
lence, community involvement and leadership 
potential. All students chosen for the program 
have been identified and nominated by edu-
cators. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to join in paying 
tribute to Andrew Watson, and wish him the 
best in all his future endeavors. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARILYN IVERSON 

HON. JOHN M. McHUGH 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
pay tribute to Marilyn Iverson, the Chief Oper-
ating Officer of the Army and Air Force Ex-
change Service (AAFES). She is retiring after 
more than 34 years of service to our men and 
women in uniform. Ms. Iverson has been an 
exceptional leader and has played a key role 
in lifting AAFES to new levels of excellence in 
providing service members and their families 
with quality products and services. I am proud 
to honor Ms. Iverson for her superb accom-
plishments and outstanding service to Army 
and Air Force military communities around the 
globe. 

Marilyn Iverson began her career with 
AAFES in May 1971 and held many positions 
before becoming the Chief Operating Officer 
(COO) in 2002. During fiscal year 2005, 
AAFES revenues reached $8.7 billion world-
wide and are expected to exceed $9 billion 
during fiscal year 2006. During her tenure 
AAFES generated more than $793 million in 
direct support for the Morale, Welfare, and 
Recreation programs that are so highly valued 
by military members and so critical to combat 
readiness. 

After a number of visits to Iraq and Afghani-
stan and other locations where U.S. forces are 
deployed, I have been most impressed with 
her efforts to provide unparalleled support to 
our deployed military with operations at 120 
exchange facilities in 13 countries including 
many austere and hazardous locations. Under 
her leadership, AAFES also achieved a steady 
growth in sales, invested in a record 93 major 
construction projects on military installations, 
and developed a program to hire and develop 
a more diverse workforce. 

Our men and women in uniform have bene-
fited from Ms. Iverson’s unfailing work ethic, 
outstanding professionalism, and superb lead-
ership. Her efforts have enabled our military 

leaders to provide essential quality of life pro-
grams and service to our deployed soldiers 
and the families they leave behind. On behalf 
of my colleagues, I thank her for her service 
to our country and wish her well in retirement. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARY JEAN DUCKETT 

HON. NATHAN DEAL 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. DEAL of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Ms. Mary Jean Duckett. 

Ms. Duckett served as the Deputy Director 
of the Disabled and Elderly Health Programs 
Group (DEHPG) within the Center for Med-
icaid and State Operations at the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) and 
retired on March 3, 2006 after 39 years of dis-
tinguished Federal service. More than half of 
her career was dedicated to the Medicaid pro-
gram at CMS, and I rise in honor of her serv-
ice. 

Ms. Duckett served as a champion for peo-
ple with disabilities and long-term illness to 
live meaningful lives in the community. She 
worked tirelessly to ensure Medicaid bene-
ficiaries received effective and high quality 
services. Most recently, her skillful and sea-
soned insight was of great assistance to the 
Energy and Commerce Committee during the 
development of home and community-based 
care legislation, including the Money Follows 
the Person Rebalancing Demonstration that 
was passed as part of the Deficit Reduction 
Act of 2005. Ms. Duckett can be proud that 
her work on this legislation will have a signifi-
cant impact on the lives of many people with 
disabilities and enable them to live and work 
in the community. 

Ms. Duckett started her career in the Social 
Security Administration working the graveyard 
shift as a secretary so she could attend col-
lege full-time during the day. She received her 
Bachelor of Science degree in Sociology and 
then went on to earn a Master’s degree in So-
cial Policy while still working full-time and rais-
ing two children with her husband. Using this 
education and her experience, she worked her 
way up into the CMS management team as 
the Director of the Division of Benefits Cov-
erage and Payment in DEHPG within the Cen-
ter for Medicaid and State Operations and 
eventually became the DEHPG Deputy Direc-
tor. She provided national leadership in in-
creasing care options for individuals with dis-
abilities by assisting states and others stake-
holders in designing financially sound Med-
icaid programs that emphasize long-term serv-
ices and supports that foster choice and op-
portunity for full participation in community life, 
including independent living, economic self- 
sufficiency and recovery for individuals of all 
ages. 

Ms. Duckett served as a pioneer in helping 
states provide alternatives to institutional set-
tings. She is part of the foundation upon which 
the home—and community-based service 
(HCBS) program in CMS has been built. The 
HCBS program was created in 1981, and she 
contributed to the development, approval, and 
implementation of each of the approximately 
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290 home and community based programs 
operating throughout all 50 states today. The 
wealth of knowledge she developed will con-
tinue to benefit individuals with disabilities and 
long-term illnesses across the country every 
day. 

Ms. Duckett’s expertise was invaluable and 
extensive, and her commitment to serving indi-
viduals with disabilities and long-term illness 
served as a model for people that worked for 
her. She provided an infallible sense of public 
service, and she always put other people first. 
Her contributions will be carried on as further 
steps are taken towards improving or main-
taining the ability of individuals to contribute to 
society in a setting of their choice, averting de-
terioration in individuals’ functional status, and 
reducing the likelihood that individuals with 
disability and the elderly will need institutional 
care. 

On behalf of the million plus people living in 
the community of their choosing instead of an 
institution, who may never know who she is, 
or how directly and fundamentally her work 
impacted them, I sincerely hope that you will 
join me in recognizing and thanking Mary Jean 
Duckett for her dedication and service to the 
Federal Government, and in wishing her the 
best in her retirement. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LEE TERRY 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, on September 28, 
I inadvertently voted ‘‘no’’ on rollcall 503, the 
Ryan White HIV/AIDS Treatment Moderniza-
tion Act. Please let the record reflect that I 
enter an ‘‘aye’’ vote on this rollcall. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO 
KELIIHOALANI MITCHELL 

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to one of my constituents, Ms. 
Keliihoalani Mitchell of Aurora, CO. Ms. Mitch-
ell has been accepted to the People to People 
World Leadership Forum here in our Nation’s 
Capitol. This year marks the 50th anniversary 
of the People to People program founded by 
President Eisenhower in 1956. 

Ms. Mitchell has displayed academic excel-
lence, community involvement and leadership 
potential. All students chosen for the program 
have been identified and nominated by edu-
cators. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to join in paying 
tribute to Keliihoalani Mitchell, and wish her 
the best in all her future endeavors. 

THE R.S. 2477 RIGHTS-OF-WAY 
RECOGNITION ACT 

HON. STEVAN PEARCE 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce ‘‘The R.S. 2477 Rights-of-Way Rec-
ognition Act.’’ I am introducing this legislation 
to advance the dialogue on an issue very im-
portant to my constituents and many other 
stakeholders, particularly in the western United 
States. 

R.S. 2477 Rights-of-Way were originally 
granted by the 1866 Mining Law. However, in 
1976 with the passage of the Federal Land 
Policy and Management Act or FLPMA, the 
R.S. 2477 statute was repealed while 
grandfathering in existing claims. Since the 
passage the FLPMA and its repeal of R.S. 
2477, a long-standing dispute regarding these 
grandfathered claims has persisted with the 
validity of these rights-of-way remaining in 
doubt. 

The purpose of my bill is to remove this 
cloud, once and for all, by declaring that State 
and local governments hold valid rights-of-way 
for all public roads that were documented on 
government maps and photographs at the 
time the FLPMA’s grandfather clause was en-
acted. 

Everyone must clearly understand the scope 
of this legislation. It does not establish new 
claims or to provide a method by which any 
party may to build roads or improvements on 
claims not valid under FLPMA. Instead, this 
legislation intends to reaffirm the rights and re-
sponsibilities of State and local governments 
to the rights-of-way that Congress intended 
they retain when passing FLPMA. 

Thus, any attempt to construe this legisla-
tion as an endeavor to create a system of su-
perhighways through public lands is just plain 
wrong. This bill draws from the landmark deci-
sion by the United States Court of Appeals for 
the Tenth Circuit concerning the nature of an 
R.S. 2477 right of way, the meaning of unre-
served federal land for R.S. 2477 purposes, 
and the principles governing the creation, na-
ture, extent, use and maintenance of R.S. 
2477 public roads. 

Supporters of this legislation should keep in 
mind that the bill I am introducing today is not 
the conclusive end this controversy. Today’s 
introduction marks the start of a dialogue that 
I hope leads to a comprehensive solution and 
eventually a victory for all the stakeholders; a 
victory that protects our public lands, the rights 
of property owners, and the legitimate inter-
ests of Federal, State, and local governments. 

As we close the 109th Congress, let us 
each strive to work together to solve some of 
our most divisive public lands issues. Doing so 
requires engaging all parties through dialogue, 
creativity and persistence so that we may find 
common sense solutions that will meet the 
needs of the American public. 

OCTOBER 3RD PROCLAIMED 
‘‘SCIENCE DAY’’ 

HON. JO ANN EMERSON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing 
the important role science plays in our society. 
Today, October 3, has been proclaimed 
‘‘Science Day’’ by Missouri Governor Matt 
Blunt along with various mayors throughout 
southern Missouri. 

‘‘Science Day’’ is important because Amer-
ican innovation depends upon a strong foun-
dation in the sciences. Statistics indicate the 
United States is falling behind other nations in 
science education. Japan, China, and South 
Korea produce more engineering graduates 
than the United States. Twenty years ago, the 
United States, Japan, and China each grad-
uated a similar number of engineers. South 
Korea at the time graduated roughly half as 
many engineering graduates. By the year 
2000, China increased engineering graduates 
by 161 percent, Japan effected a 42 percent 
increase and South Korea increased grad-
uates by more than 140 percent. Meanwhile, 
the number of U.S. engineering graduates de-
clined 20 percent. If this trend continues, by 
2010 more than 90 percent of all scientists 
and engineers in the world will live in Asia. 

Science and technology-related employers 
continue searching overseas to find qualified 
engineers and scientists because our Nation is 
simply not producing enough graduates in the 
engineering and science disciplines. ‘‘Science 
Day’’ aims to bring attention to this problem 
and encourage action among parents, teach-
ers and community members. 

Science not only offers economic and ad-
vancement opportunity, it is also fun and excit-
ing. Inside and outside the classroom, science 
offers an awe-inspiring window into the ori-
gins, workings and future of our physical 
world. By engaging students in this intriguing 
subject, parents and teachers foster explo-
ration and enable them to reach their aca-
demic potential. 

I commend this effort to raise awareness of 
the importance of science educators. I want to 
thank the staff at KFVS News for their efforts 
in promoting the recognition of ‘‘Science Day.’’ 
By partnering with educators and community 
leaders, KFVS News has organized events 
and competitions designed to challenge stu-
dents and emphasize the importance of 
science. On ‘‘Science Day,’’ I join Missouri’s 
community leaders in challenging our Nation’s 
parents, guardians, grandparents, and other 
family members to do a simple science experi-
ment with their children, to honor science 
teachers in their community and to recognize 
scientific contributions and their important 
roles in the future of our country. 
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