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STATEMENT 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of the month-long celebration of His-
panic Heritage Month. 

During Hispanic Heritage Month, we pay 
tribute to the Hispanic community and to the 
important contributions Hispanics make to 
America. Today the Hispanic-American com-
munity numbers some 43 million, is the fastest 
growing ethnic group in our country, and plays 
a vital part in our nation’s economy, culture, 
and politics. 

That’s why I’m so proud in Congress to be 
a member of both the Hispanic Working Group 
organized by Democratic Leader Nancy 
Pelosi, and of the Tri-Caucus, which is the col-
lection of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus, 
Congressional Black Caucus, and the Asian 
Pacific American Caucus that advocate for the 
Latino community. 

Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to represent a 
thriving and accomplished Latino community in 
the 9th Congressional District of California, 
where the contributions of Latino members of 
the community are stronger than ever. 

For example, throughout the past 37 years, 
the Spanish Speaking Citizens’ Foundation 
has empowered our community and improved 
the quality of life for many through an enor-
mous range of services. Each year the foun-
dation assists 12,000 members of the commu-
nity through providing vital social services as 
well as enhancing opportunities for leadership 
development and civic participation. 

Jovita Solis, the foundation’s Citizenship Co-
ordinator, came to the United States when she 
was quite young and has made a tremendous 
difference in our community. Jovita routinely 
volunteers her time at numerous community 
events to encourage and assist many perma-
nent residents to become naturalized citizens. 
Jovita has an indomitable spirit that was test-
ed when her brother was murdered only 3 
years ago. Jovita came out of her brother’s 
death with a purpose to make our community 
safer and to help our youths turn away from 
violence and crime. Jovita has spearheaded 
many youth initiatives to help our young peo-
ple stay in school and encourage their pursuits 
in the arts and sports. 

Another community leader creating a better 
world is Arnoldo Garcia. Arnoldo is the En-
forcement and Justice Program Coordinator at 
the National Network for Immigrant and Ref-
ugee Rights (NNIRR), based in Oakland, Cali-
fornia. 

The NNIRR is a national organization that 
serves as a forum to share information and 
analysis, to educate communities and the gen-
eral public, and to develop and coordinate 
plans of action on important immigrant and 
refugee issues. 

Arnoldo works to promote a just immigration 
and refugee policy in the United States and to 
defend and expand the rights of all immigrants 
and refugees, regardless of immigration sta-
tus. Arnoldo and the National Network bases 
their efforts in the principles of equality and 

justice, and seek the enfranchisement of all 
immigrant and refugee communities in the 
United States through organizing and advo-
cating for their full labor, environmental, civil 
and human rights. Arnoldo recognizes the un-
paralleled change in global, political and eco-
nomic structures which has exacerbated re-
gional, national and international patterns of 
migration, and emphasizes the need to build 
international support and cooperation to 
strengthen the rights, welfare and safety of mi-
grants and refugees. 

Mr. Speaker, Individuals in my district are 
the motivating force behind the remarkable or-
ganizations that promote civic engagement 
among Latinos in the 9th Congressional Dis-
trict. Leaders like Marta Higuera, a Berkeley 
Organizing Congregations for Action field rep-
resentative, helps BOCA fulfill its mission of 
creating a coalition of interfaith congregations 
throughout the city of Berkeley. Marta’s lead-
ership has been instrumental in having BOCA 
meet the needs of the Latino community. She 
persuaded the Berkeley High School English 
Language Learners program to translate forms 
and documents into Spanish for parents. In 
addition, Marta has organized immigration 
town halls and fundraisers to support our com-
munity members who are in most need. 

Mr. Speaker, as we honor the achievements 
of outstanding Hispanic Americans—like Jovita 
Solis, Arnoldo Garcia, and Marta Higuera—we 
know that celebrating the Hispanic community 
for just one month not enough. All Latinos de-
serve a real opportunity to achieve the Amer-
ican Dream, whether they have been here for 
generations or just arrived to our shores. His-
panic dreams and values are undoubtedly 
American dreams and values. 
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REGARDING THE ‘‘ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS’’ OF THE 109TH CON-
GRESS 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
am so glad my colleagues on the other sIde 
of aisle feel that they can look the American 
people in the eye and say ‘‘we have done 
enough for you this session in Congress, we 
have earned a vacation. It is high time for us 
to adjourn.’’ 

Now, Mr. Speaker, let me translate what the 
Republicans are actually saying: ‘‘We choose 
rather to go on vacation then to attend to the 
needs of the American people.’’ 

It seems the Grand Old Party’s leadership 
had a grand old time this year, deciding to re-
cess after having spent the fewest number of 
days in session in our lifetime. 

Pitifully, in comparison to the typical Amer-
ican worker who spends approximately 247 
days a year laboring, Congressional members 
will have worked less than 100. 

Mr. Speaker this is not simply a ‘‘do nothing 
Congress’’ as so many of my colleagues have 
said before me. This is just as much a ‘‘do 
nothing right Congress.’’ 

And the American people understand this 
reality all too well. Remarkably, a recent CBS 

News/New York Times poll found 75 percent 
of voters can’t name one thing Congress has 
accomplished this session. 

Well my friends, I can’t really either. Repub-
lican priorities rolled out this session were 
strictly those that helped them advance politi-
cally. They chose to fritter away scarce time 
debating frivolous proposed constitutional 
amendments banning flag burning and gay 
marriage instead of real issues Americans at 
home are concerned with. 

As we end this session, Republican leader-
ship has only passed 2 of the 11 required 
spending bills—quite a feat when you consider 
that both chambers of Congress are of the 
same party. 

If this Congress were a school, students 
here would certainly receive an ‘‘F.’’ 

The list of their failures reads like a laundry 
list almost too long for me to recount right 
now: 

In a gross display of negligence, Congress 
has failed to enact an annual budget this year. 

Even though for nearly a decade the federal 
minimum wage has remained stagnant, Con-
gress this year has again failed to negotiate a 
pay raise for working class Americans. And 
Congress also failed to negotiate deals on 
vital tax breaks for college tuition costs or re-
search and development tax credits for busi-
nesses. 

In response to the profusion of the Repub-
lican culture of corruption this year, Repub-
licans have decided to do . . . zilch. Add Con-
gressional failure to enact lobbying reform this 
year to the list. 

Congress has failed to achieve health insur-
ance reform and failed to finalize nuclear ne-
gotiations with India. 

In response to sky high gas prices, in-
creased signs of global warming and even 
President Bush’s admission that America is far 
too reliant on foreign oil, Congress has failed 
to produce a real energy plan this session. 
Congress packs its bags to go, refusing to 
mandate higher levels of fuel efficiency stand-
ards or propose incentives for consumers or 
product makers to utilize alternative energy 
sources. 

Congress leaves while nearly 12 million un-
documented workers are hiding in the shad-
ows of our society. After all the hype and rhet-
oric of passing an immigration bill, no true im-
migration reform has been realized this Con-
gress. 

Is the list of things left undone too lengthy, 
too repetitive, and too tiresome? Am I boring 
this Congress? There are still many more 
demonstrations of what little progress this 
Congress has made. 

And what little has been done has been 
done badly! Important bills are being rushed 
through to secure a Republican majority in the 
next Congress. The latest example being the 
tyrannical anti-terror law, allowing Congress to 
reinterpret international law to authorize tor-
ture. A law that despite its name, nonetheless 
makes our troops less safe, leaves our Nation 
unprotected, and successfully damages our 
international credibility. 

Of all the bills that have actually passed this 
Congress, how many of them have actually 
improved the lives of Americans? 

What do have to show our constituents back 
home in our districts? An unstable economy, 
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