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WELCOMING THE HONORABLE 
SHELLEY SEKULA GIBBS TO THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

(Mr. BARTON of Texas asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
it is my privilege on behalf of the 
Texas delegation to introduce to the 
109th Congress the Honorable SHELLY 
SEKULA GIBBS, Dr. GIBBS. She is a der-
matologist in Houston, Texas. She 
serves on the Houston City Council at 
large. She has been active in the 
Ellington Field task force to help ren-
ovate that part of Houston, Texas. 

She is a fifth-generation Texan. She 
has two children, two stepchildren, 
and, I think, three grandchildren. She 
is married to a graduate of Waco High 
School, which is the high school that I 
graduated from. She is going to do 
great honor to the 22nd Congressional 
District of Texas for the rest of the 
109th Congress and it is with a great 
deal of personal Texas pride that I in-
troduce to this body the Honorable 
SHELLEY SEKULA GIBBS. 

Ms. SEKULA GIBBS. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent to address the 
House for 1 minute. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentlewoman is recognized. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. SEKULA GIBBS. Mr. Speaker, I 

thank the kind gentleman from Texas, 
the dean of our Texas congressional 
delegation, for his remarks and the 
warm welcome that I received here 
today. He is a wonderful example of the 
type of Congress Member that I hope to 
emulate while serving in this body. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 
the great people of the 22nd Congres-
sional District who elected me for the 
confidence that they have placed in me 
in representing their values and allow-
ing me to serve them for the remainder 
of the 109th Congress. I would also like 
to thank the Speaker and the rest of 
my colleagues in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. I look forward to get-
ting to know them and to know each of 
you and work on the initiatives that 
will help strengthen our country. 

Most of all, I would like to thank the 
volunteers and the hard workers who 
have helped me, as well as my family 
and especially my husband, Robert, 
who is joining us today, as well as my 
son, Michael. 

Thanks to their unyielding support 
throughout the last 3 months of our 
lives and those of my two daughters 
who are not here, Elyse and Mallory, 
and all of the people who have worked 
so hard on my campaign, I am now able 
to address this auspicious body. 

During my time in the House of Rep-
resentatives, I will ensure that my con-
stituents receive the first-rate rep-
resentation that they deserve. There 
are only a few weeks left until the ses-

sion is over, and there is much work to 
be done, but I will work with my col-
leagues to guarantee that we do what-
ever is necessary to move this Nation 
forward and address the critical issues 
facing our country, including health 
care—as you would imagine, being a 
physician, I have very big concerns 
about that—illegal immigration, and 
the war on terror. 

Again to my colleagues in the House 
and all of those in public service, I 
would like to thank you for your serv-
ice to our country. I am proud to be 
among you today, and, together, I am 
confident that we will meet the chal-
lenges that the future will bring our 
great country. 
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WELCOMING THE HONORABLE 
ALBIO SIRES TO THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES 
(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
great pleasure and honor this evening 
to introduce the newest member of our 
New Jersey delegation, ALBIO SIRES. 
ALBIO won a special election last week 
to fill the remaining term of Senator 
MENENDEZ, who won reelection to the 
Senate last week. He was also elected 
to a full term and will be back with us 
in January as well. 

ALBIO comes to this House after serv-
ing as the mayor of West New York and 
serving four terms in the New Jersey 
General Assembly, including two terms 
as the assembly speaker. During his 
tenure in the assembly, ALBIO cham-
pioned legislation that increased the 
minimum wage in New Jersey by $2. 
ALBIO also led the fight to help New 
Jersey families better afford college for 
their children by creating the STARS 
program, which offers full paid county 
and State college tuition scholarships 
to thousands of New Jersey students. 

As this Congress prepares to tackle 
both the minimum wage and college af-
fordability in January, ALBIO will be a 
strong voice on behalf of working-class 
families. ALBIO was born in pre-Com-
munist Cuba, but fled with his family 
at age 12 to the United States. He was 
a star basketball player in both high 
school and college, and I am sure he 
would have no problem suiting up 
again as a member of the congressional 
basketball team. 

He also joins both me and BILL DELA-
HUNT as the only current Members of 
Congress who earned a degree from 
Middlebury College in Vermont. He is 
joined here today by his wife, Adri-
enne, his stepdaughter, Tara Kole, and 
supporters from his new congressional 
district. Please join me in welcoming 
ALBIO SIRES to the House of Represent-
atives. 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to address the House. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman is recognized. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to thank you and to thank Mr. PAL-
LONE for those kind words. I would like 
to express my deep gratitude to my 
wife, Adrienne, my stepdaughter, Tara, 
my friends and especially my neighbors 
in the 13th Congressional District of 
New Jersey, who have honored me by 
allowing me to represent them in 
Washington. 

Mr. Speaker, when I left Cuba with 
my family 45 years ago, I could never 
have envisioned that I would be stand-
ing on the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives to give this speech. This 
day for me truly embodies the promise 
of this Nation, the promise of its 
founders, the promise of its many im-
migrant communities, the promise 
which means that anyone, no matter 
the circumstances of birth or class, can 
rise to become a Member of the great-
est democratic body in history. 

Mr. Speaker, it was the community 
of West New York that welcomed me 
and my family so many years ago. I 
have tried, tried every day to give back 
to my neighbors for their generosity, 
first as a teacher and a coach, then as 
a mayor and as a State assemblyman. 
The people of the 13th District have 
provided me with the greatest privilege 
of all, to represent them in the House 
of Representatives. 

Mr. Speaker, I am aware of the honor 
and the privilege of serving in the 
House of Representatives and the faith 
that my constituents have placed in 
me by sending me here on their behalf. 
It is the trust of the people of New Jer-
sey that has enabled me to be here 
today, and I intend to honor that trust 
every day that I serve as their rep-
resentative. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you very much. 
f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
The SPEAKER. Under clause 5(d) of 

rule XX, the Chair announces to the 
House that, in light of the administra-
tion of the oath to the gentlewoman 
from Texas, Ms. SHELLEY SEKULA 
GIBBS, and the gentleman from New 
Jersey, Mr. ALBIO SIRES, the whole 
number of the House is 433. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BONNER). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule 
XX, proceedings will resume on mo-
tions to suspend the rules previously 
postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

Concur in Senate amendment to H.R. 
3085, by the yeas and nays; 

S. 819, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 5602, by the yeas and nays. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 
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