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Today, I join Nathan’s family and 

friends in mourning his death. While 
we struggle to bear our sorrow over 
this loss, we can also take pride in the 
example he set, bravely fighting to 
make the world a safer place. It is his 
courage and strength of character that 
people will remember when they think 
of Nathan, a memory that will burn 
brightly during these continuing days 
of grief. 

Nathan was known for his dedication 
to his family and his love of country, 
having aspired since he was a child to 
become a member of the military. The 
Army announced that he has been ele-
vated to specialist and awarded a 
Bronze Star and a Purple Heart. Today 
and always, Nathan will be remem-
bered by family members, friends, and 
fellow Hoosiers as a true American 
hero, and we honor the sacrifice he 
made while dutifully serving his coun-
try. 

As I search for words to justly honor 
the Frigo family’s sacrifice, I am re-
minded of President Lincoln’s condo-
lences to the mother of two fallen sol-
diers: ‘‘I pray that our Heavenly Father 
may assuage the anguish of your be-
reavement, and leave you only the 
cherished memory of the loved and 
lost, and the solemn pride that must be 
yours, to have laid so costly a sacrifice 
upon the altar of Freedom.’’ These 
words of comfort withstand the tests of 
time and circumstance, and remind us 
all that the impact of Nathan’s actions 
will live on far longer than any record 
of them. 

It is my sad duty—and great honor— 
to enter the name of Nathan Frigo in 
the official RECORD of the U.S. Senate 
for his service to his country and for 
his profound commitment to freedom, 
democracy, and peace. When I think 
about the terrible pain that comes with 
the loss of our heroes, I hope that fami-
lies like Nathan’s can find comfort in 
the words of the prophet Isaiah who 
said, ‘‘He will swallow up death in vic-
tory; and the Lord God will wipe away 
tears from off all faces.’’ 

May God grant strength and peace to 
those who mourn, and may God be with 
all of you, as I know He is with Nathan. 

SERGEANT 1ST CLASS SCOTT E. NISELY 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, 

today I rise to pay tribute to SFC 
Scott E. Nisely, who made the ultimate 
sacrifice while serving his country. 
Sergeant Nisely, of Marshalltown, IA, 
was assigned to C Company, 1st Bat-
talion, 133rd Infantry Regiment, 34th 
Infantry Division, Army National 
Guard, based out of Iowa Falls, IA. He 
was mobilized for Operation Iraqi Free-
dom with the unit in September 2005 
and arrived in Iraq in early May 2006. 
He died at the age of 48, on September 
30, 2006, in Al Asad, Iraq, when his mili-
tary vehicle encountered small arms 
fire. 

Staff Sergeant Nisely will be post-
humously awarded the Bronze Star for 

the second time, the Purple Heart, the 
Iraq Campaign Medal, the Army Good 
Conduct Medal, the Armed Forces Re-
serve Medal with Mobilization device 
for the second time, and the Combat 
Infantryman Badge. 

My thoughts and prayers have been 
with Scott’s wife Geri and his children, 
Justin and Sarah, as well as all those 
other family and friends who are griev-
ing his loss. Scott’s family said, ‘‘Scott 
was a dedicated and loving husband 
and father. He was actively involved in 
his children’s lives. He was a loyal, 
compassionate, and caring friend that 
everyone liked. He loved and was com-
mitted to God, and was very involved 
with his church and community.’’ 

Learning about the sacrifice of Scott 
Nisely, I am reminded of the words of 
John 15:13: ‘‘Greater love has no man 
than this, that he lay down his life for 
his friends.’’ 

His family also said of Scott that he 
‘‘loved his country and was a volunteer 
career service-member that was proud 
and honored to serve his country.’’ Our 
Nation will be forever grateful for 
Scott Nisely’s loyal service and sac-
rifice. His loss is tragic, but he will be 
remembered as an American hero. 

Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, I rise to 
express my sympathy over the loss of 
U.S. Army National Guard SFC Scott 
Nisely of Nebraska. Sergeant Nisely 
died during a firefight with insurgents 
near Asad, Iraq, on September 30. He 
was 48 years old. 

Sergeant Nisely was born in Syra-
cuse, NE. After high school, he at-
tended Doane College in Crete, NE, 
where he competed in track and cross 
country. He would later settle in 
Marshalltown, IA, with his wife Geri. 
In addition to his service in the Armed 
Forces, Sergeant Nisely also worked 
for the U.S. Postal Service in Iowa for 
12 years. 

While at Doane, Sergeant Nisely en-
listed with the Marine Corps Reserve 
and served 22 years with the Marines 
on active duty and as a reservist. He 
was a veteran of Operation Desert 
Storm. In July, 2002, Sergeant Nisely 
accepted a demotion in rank to fill a 
vacancy in the Iowa Army National 
Guard and served in that capacity until 
his death. 

Sergeant Nisely will be remembered 
for his strong faith and his desire to 
serve his country. In honor of Sergeant 
Nisely, Doane College will rename an 
annual track and field event the Scott 
Nisely Memorial Track Classic. 

In addition to his wife, Sergeant 
Nisely is survived by his son Justin and 
his daughter Sarah. 

I ask my colleagues to join me and 
all Americans in honoring SFC Scott 
Nisely. 

f 

A MALL MEMORIAL FOR DR. KING 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, this 
morning, our Nation took an impor-

tant step toward honoring one of our 
most preeminent leaders. The National 
Mall in Washington, DC, is graced with 
memorials to America’s greatest presi-
dents. Today we broke ground on a me-
morial to honor the Reverend Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Although never 
elected to national office, Dr. King 
courageously led the Nation through a 
crucial chapter of American history 
and became the voice of the entire civil 
rights movement. 

In his famous ‘‘I Have A Dream’’ 
speech on the National Mall, Dr. King 
noted that ‘‘[w]hen the architects of 
our republic wrote the magnificent 
words of the Constitution and the Dec-
laration of Independence, they were 
signing a promissory note to which 
every American was to fall heir.’’ 

This past summer we reaffirmed and 
reauthorized one of the most important 
methods of enforcing this promise and 
upholding the Constitution—the Vot-
ing Rights Act. Over the course of doz-
ens of Judiciary Committee hearings 
and markups, we recalled the great his-
toric struggle for civil rights led by 
American heroes of vision and 
strength, including Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and his widow, Coretta Scott 
King. 

The pervasive discriminatory tactics 
that led to the original Voting Rights 
Act were deeply rooted. As a Nation, 
this effort to ensure equal protection 
dates back more than 135 years to the 
ratification of the 15th amendment in 
1870, the last of the post-Civil War Re-
construction amendments. It took the 
passage of the Voting Rights Act of 
1965 for people of all races in many 
parts of our country to effectively 
begin exercising the rights granted 95 
years earlier by the 15th amendment. 
Despite the additional gains we have 
made in enabling racial minorities to 
participate fully in the political life of 
our country, the work of the Voting 
Rights Act is not yet complete, and the 
dream of Dr. King has not yet been 
fully realized. But his dream lives on, 
as vital and as inspirational as the day 
it was delivered. 

Just last week, we had an historic 
national election. Men and women of 
every color and creed came to polling 
places around the country to have 
their voices heard. Nonetheless, some 
citizens experienced problems casting 
their votes. The Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee will hold a long-overdue over-
sight hearing this week to examine 
shortcomings in the enforcement of our 
civil rights laws and the guarantees of 
political equality enshrined in the 14th 
and 15th amendments. In doing so, we 
continue to honor the promissory note 
written to all Americans. 

I look forward to bringing my chil-
dren and grandchildren to the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Memorial when it is 
completed in 2008. I trust it will be a 
moving tribute befitting one of our Na-
tion’s greatest leaders. 
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TRIBUTE TO ALTHIA HARRIS 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, 
today I rise to honor a longtime mem-
ber of my staff, Ms. Althia Harris, who 
has served over 30 years in the Senate. 
Ms. Harris has reached an incredible 
benchmark in her career, and I stand 
today to reflect on her service. 

Ms. Harris began working in the Sen-
ate on April 30, 1975, for distinguished 
Senator Philip A. Hart of Missouri. 
Just a few days before the end of his 
term, Senator Hart lost his battle with 
cancer on December 26, 1976. Ms. Harris 
then served Senator Adlai E. Stevenson 
III of Illinois for 5 years. Upon Senator 
Stevenson’s retirement, she joined the 
office of his successor, Senator Alan J. 
Dixon. I was then lucky enough to in-
herit a most loyal and experienced 
Senate employee when Ms. Harris 
joined my staff in 1984. 

Upon joining my team, Althia ini-
tially helped with my transition from 
the West Virginia Governor’s office to 
Capitol Hill. An immeasurable and in-
valuable aide, I am sure without 
Althia’s able assistance the job would 
have taken much longer to accomplish. 
I know it would have been more dif-
ficult without a seasoned Senate staff-
er knowledgeable in how to really 
make things work in the Senate. 

On September 12, 1986, Althia began 
working part time in my office so she 
could take on new challenges in the 
private sector and other areas of gov-
ernment. She first worked for the Ad-
vertising Council and then for the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration, NASA. At NASA, she con-
tinues to work as a contractor for the 
Office of Education. As an active mem-
ber of her community, she has never 
abandoned her work here in the Sen-
ate. 

With continual service in my office 
for over 20 years, Althia is someone 
who has helped keep my office oper-
ation running with important day-to- 
day tasks. She is a lover of urban gar-
dening, a collector of African art, and a 
domestic and international traveler. 

As Senators, we are each here to rep-
resent our respective States and to 
work on the needs of our constituents. 
But the work we do is directly depend-
ent on those who support us—our staff 
who are always there, always pushing 
behind the scenes. Each and every de-
voted member of my staff helps me ac-
complish the job I am here to do, and 
Althia has made a real contribution to 
my work for over 20 years. 

I am honored to recognize Althia’s 
devotion and service and to extend my 
deepest appreciation for her ongoing 
contributions. Althia is a true gem— 
the kind of person you are lucky to 
find and retain for what time they can 
give. It has been a wonderful 20 years. 

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION 
WEEK 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, in 
honor of the seventh annual Inter-
national Education Week, November 13 
to 17, 2006, I would like to talk about 
the importance that international edu-
cation and exchange programs play in 
establishing closer relations between 
the United States and the world. 

The U.S. Government has a proud 
tradition of supporting international 
education and exchange programs, and 
we must continue that tradition. Why? 
First of all, international education is 
necessary for our children to remain 
competitive in the increasingly global 
economy. Second, exchange programs 
also attract future leaders from 
abroad, exposing them to the opportu-
nities and freedoms afforded by our 
democratic system. Third, inter-
national education and exchange pro-
grams expand horizons and change the 
lives of the participants for the better. 
Finally, international education builds 
bridges between communities and im-
proves understanding of cultures dif-
ferent from our own—something that 
has perhaps never been as important as 
it is today. 

International Education Week will be 
observed in all 50 States and in over 100 
countries. I encourage my colleagues 
to take a moment during International 
Education Week to acknowledge the 
work the citizens of their States are 
doing to ensure the successful future of 
the United States through the pro-
motion of international education. 

In Wisconsin, schools such as Fox 
Valley Technical College in Appleton, 
Northcentral Technical College in 
Wausau, and the University of Wis-
consin system, to name a few, will hold 
events recognizing the importance of 
international education in higher edu-
cation. Community organizations will 
be recognizing the week as well; the 
International Institute of Wisconsin 
will be hosting a Community Summit 
on Citizen Diplomacy to discuss the 
important role citizen diplomacy—in-
cluding international education—plays 
in today’s world. I am proud that these 
and many other Wisconsin institutions 
and organizations are working to rec-
ognize the important role of inter-
national education and exchanges. 

I am a strong supporter of inter-
national education and exchange pro-
gramming. On April 12, 2005, I intro-
duced S. Res. 104, the ‘‘People-to-Peo-
ple Engagement in World Affairs’’ reso-
lution. My resolution recognized the 
importance of international programs 
and exchanges and called on Americans 
to strive to become more engaged in 
international affairs and more aware of 
peoples and developments outside the 
United States—including studying 
abroad. I have also cosponsored resolu-
tions making 2005 the Year of Foreign 
Language Study and 2006 as the Year of 
Study Abroad. 

I would like to take a moment to lay 
out in more detail the reasons inter-
national education is so important. 

First and foremost, we need to be 
preparing our children to compete in a 
global economy. Because the United 
States is increasingly connected to for-
eign economies, international edu-
cation and exchanges are critical for 
the United States workforce to remain 
competitive—especially to fulfill the 
increased need for foreign language 
proficiency. We cannot compete glob-
ally if we are unable to promote and 
sell our goods and services, and we will 
hinder ourselves if we do not provide 
opportunities for American students to 
learn foreign languages or about other 
cultures and societies. 

In 2006, a University of Wisconsin— 
Platteville alum, triple majoring in 
criminal justice, Spanish, and biology, 
participated on a study-abroad pro-
gram in Merida, Venezuela. During her 
studies in Merida, she was able to hone 
her Spanish language skills and take a 
specialized course in law. She now 
works in Wisconsin as a correctional 
officer and is called upon regularly to 
assist with translation services. This 
student—like many others who study 
abroad—honed her foreign language 
proficiency through her international 
education experience and is directly 
applying the skills she obtained over-
seas in her employment. She is a great-
er asset to her employer because she 
can provide translation services. Inter-
national education and exchange pro-
grams are crucial components for the 
United States and must continue to be 
supported in order to maintain a 
healthy economy. 

International education advances the 
global economic interests of the United 
States and has been shown to give stu-
dents an advantage over their peers in 
the United States who have not been 
exposed to international experiences. 
Most students realize this fact. The De-
partment of State has noted that 88 
percent of American college students 
believe international education will 
give them a competitive advantage in 
the workplace. 

While international education and 
exchange programs improve America’s 
competitiveness globally, they also at-
tract current and future leaders from 
other countries to the United States. 
According to the Department of State, 
more than 565,000 international stu-
dents from over 200 countries study in 
the United States each year—some of 
whom will return home to become lead-
ers of their countries. The more they 
know about the United States and the 
more connections they have with 
American citizens, the better. 

Emmanuel Sanon of Haiti was a re-
cent participant in the Northcentral 
Technical College’s CASS, Cooperative 
Association of States for Scholarships, 
program. CASS is a USAID funded 
scholarship program for students from 
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