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RECOGNIZING NEW AMERICA ME-

DIA’S FIRST NATIONAL ETHNIC 
MEDIA AWARDS 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 13, 2006 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize New America Media (NAM) and The 
First National Ethnic Media Awards. From its 
inception, NAM has worked to create a more 
inclusive public forum and to bring visibility 
and economic viability to ethnic media, a crit-
ical sector of American journalism that covers 
and serves our country’s growing ethnic and 
immigrant communities that are often 
marginalized by barriers of culture and lan-
guage. 

NAM has continued to build the profile of 
ethnic media by developing first a California 
and now a national awards program to recog-
nize journalists working in the ethnic media 
and covering stories critical to their commu-
nities. 

NAM conducted a nationwide poll of ethnic 
communities in multiple languages that found 
52 million adult Americans access ethnic 
media regularly; ethnic media represent the 
forefront of civic and independent journalism; it 
is where ethnic and immigrant Americans turn 
to find information about their communities, 
their states, their government, their healthcare, 
education for their children, their civil rights as 
citizens in our society—yet ethnic media has 
received only marginal recognition from the 
public and private sector. 

NAM’s work to highlight the important role 
that ethnic media plays is commendable. 
NAM’s work to create bridges between ethnic 
media and the mainstream as well as cross- 
cultural understanding between ethnic commu-
nities is praiseworthy. NAM’s commitment to 
honoring the ethnic media through an increas-
ingly prestigious Awards Program is admi-
rable. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend New America 
Media and the First National Ethnic Media 
Awards for its courageous goal to create a 
more equitable and integrated American soci-
ety. 
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HONORING MR. JOHN STENCEL, 
PRESIDENT OF THE ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN FARMERS UNION 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 13, 2006 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Mr. John Stencel, a tireless ally 
of rural America and the hardworking farmers 
and ranchers that call it home. 

Mr. Stencel was born and raised on a farm 
near Greeley, CO, and from the beginning his 
commitment to agriculture was clear. He was 
active in 4–H, the Future Farmers of America, 
and the Farmers Union Youth Program. After 
graduating from Colorado State University in 
1964 he began a career with the Rocky Moun-
tain Farmers Union (RMFU). A few years later 

John served two years in the U.S. Army and 
was awarded the Army Commendation Medal 
for Outstanding Service. After his return, John 
was elected RMFU President in 1970. His 
strong leadership abilities were repeatedly 
demonstrated during his 23 years as presi-
dent, and in 1993 President Bill Clinton ap-
pointed John as the Deputy Administrator for 
the Farm Service Agency in Colorado. He 
later worked in Washington, DC, at the Grain 
Inspection, Packers, and Stockyards Adminis-
tration as Special Assistant to the Adminis-
trator. John then returned to Colorado in 2000 
and was once again elected president of the 
RMFU in 2001. 

Unbelievably, through all of this John 
Stencel also found the time to serve as the 
president of the Colorado 4–H Foundation, as 
the vice president of the Colorado Future 
Farmers of America Foundation, and as a 
member of the Colorado State University 
Board of Agriculture. His versatility, dedication, 
and uncharacteristic leadership are admirable. 

I remember sharing time with John on the 
road during a series of renewable energy 
tours throughout rural Colorado over the past 
couple years. I learned quickly of the remark-
able ability of this man. Whether the topic was 
wind power and methane digesters or crop 
subsidies and cooperative development 
projects, his grasp of the issues was second- 
to-none. 

Mr. Stencel’s forward thinking policies and 
actions have set an example in the agriculture 
world. He acknowledges and promotes ideas 
that need to be brought to the attention of 
small and large farmers alike. His pending re-
tirement will mark the end of an exceptional 
career, and finding a worthy successor will un-
doubtedly be difficult. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring John Stencel for his accomplish-
ments, his dedication, and his legacy. Citizens 
of Colorado and the United States as a whole 
have benefited from this man’s service, and 
we owe him our gratitude. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE INDIANA DUNES 
NATIONAL LAKESHORE 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 13, 2006 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great respect and admiration that I wish to 
congratulate the members of the Save the 
Dunes Council as they celebrate the 40th An-
niversary of the Indiana Dunes National Lake-
shore. To commemorate this special occasion, 
the Save the Dunes Council hosted a 40th An-
niversary Gala Event on Saturday, October 
21, 2006, at Valparaiso University’s Brauer 
Museum of Art in Valparaiso, Indiana. 

From its humble beginning, the Save the 
Dunes Council, created in the Ogden Dunes 
living room of Dorothy Buell and a mere dozen 
of her female neighbors, has become one of 
the most knowledgeable, involved, and re-
spected organizations in Northwest Indiana 
and beyond. Founded in 1952 with the mis-
sion of protecting and preserving the Indiana 

Dunes, the Save the Dunes Council worked 
tirelessly toward their goal of creating a Na-
tional Lakeshore, which they accomplished in 
1966. Since that time, the Save the Dunes 
Council, comprised of local citizens, has con-
tinued to fight to protect the lakeshore from 
man-made intrusions and preserve the envi-
ronment. Through the efforts of these dedi-
cated individuals, the Indiana Dunes National 
Lakeshore has nearly doubled in size. Cur-
rently, the National Lakeshore consists of 
more than 15,000 picturesque acres of land, 
while plans for continued expansion are in 
place. 

The Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore has, 
for many years, been a popular tourist des-
tination as well as a place where local families 
and groups can enjoy an afternoon together. 
Its scenic lake views and magnificent sandy 
beaches have made the Indiana Dunes Na-
tional Lakeshore a focal point of Northwest In-
diana, while the spectacular Mount Baldy, the 
largest of the lakeshore’s moving dunes at 
126 feet, is a sight that visitors are sure to re-
member. In addition to the magnificent nature 
views, the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore 
offers a wide array of activities to satisfy the 
interests of all nature-lovers, including: hiking, 
swimming, bird watching, fishing, camping, 
and horseback riding, as well as many guided 
tours and other gatherings. 

On Saturday, October 21, 2006, the Indiana 
Dunes National Lakeshore 40th Anniversary 
Gala took place and featured a social hour 
and exhibit tours of the artwork of Frank V. 
Dudley, an artist who dedicated forty years of 
his life to the preservation and promotion of 
the Indiana Dunes. The evening proceeded 
with a silent auction, formal dinner, speakers, 
and music. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in honoring 
the efforts of the members of the Save the 
Dunes Council, past and present, and in cele-
brating the 40th Anniversary of the establish-
ment of the Indiana Dunes as a National 
Lakeshore. These selfless individuals continue 
to dedicate their time and unrelenting efforts to 
serve their community through the preserva-
tion of the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, 
and I am proud to represent them in Con-
gress. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE HOUSTON DY-
NAMO AND THE CITY OF HOUS-
TON FOR WINNING THE 2006 
MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER (MLS) 
CUP 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 13, 2006 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to congratulate the Houston Dy-
namo and the city of Houston for winning its 
first 2006 Major League Soccer Cup. 

In front of thousands of soccer fans at Pizza 
Hut Park, the Houston Dynamo emerged vic-
torious against the New England Revolution 
with a score of 4 to 3 on penalty kicks after 
the teams played to a 1–1 draw through regu-
lation and extra time. 
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