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Mr. Speaker, I believe that it is incumbent 

on this body to recognize the work of Benita 
A. Allison. Her deep commitment to her family 
and community makes her most worthy of our 
recognition today. 
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IN MEMORY OF WOODROW WILSON 
HOWARD 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 13, 2006 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, Woodrow Wilson Howard died October 10, 
2006, at his home. He was 94 years old. He 
was born in Catawba County, North Carolina, 
to the late Cleveland Franklin and Antha 
Leona Sigmon Howard. 

Mr. Howard began his retail career in 1934 
with Belk Department Store and, in 1938 with 
Belk as partner, he founded Howard’s, located 
on Assembly Street in Columbia. He stayed 
with Belk for 64 years. He moved the Assem-
bly Street store to Parkland Plaza in Cayce in 
1977. Ultimately, the Howard’s doubled in size 
and expanded to include Howard’s Sports. Mr. 
Howard retired from Belk in 1998. Over the 
years he sold everything from basic work 
clothes to high fashion trends. He claimed he 
never took a coffee break. 

Mr. Howard was a vital member of the com-
munity. He had been a member of Mt. Tabor 
Lutheran Church for 66 years. He was a char-
ter member and past president of Cayce-West 
Columbia Lions Club and was named the 
World Champion Broom Salesman by the na-
tional Lions Club in 1976. He served on the 
Advisory Board and was an original stock-
holder of Lexington State Bank (now BB&T), 
served on the Board of Directors of the West 
Columbia-Cayce Chamber of Commerce, was 
a member of the Central Midlands Regional 
Planning Council and its Committee of 100, 
served on the Board of Directors for the 
Lowman Home, was a lifetime member of Sin-
clair Lodge No. 154 and was named ‘‘Citizen 
of the Year’’ by the City of West Columbia in 
1985. 

Mr. Howard was elected to West Columbia 
City Council in 1961 and served for 30 years. 
He acted as Mayor Pro Tem for 28 years. 
While campaigning, his slogan for re-election 
was ‘‘If you don’t know me ask your neigh-
bor.’’ He was honored with the Order of the 
Palmetto in 1998. 

Mr. Howard is survived by his wife of 68 
years, Elizabeth G. ‘‘Lib’’ Howard; his son and 
daughter-in-law, Jerry and Mary Howard of 
Lexington, his son and daughter-in-law, 
Tommy and Gloria Howard, also of Lexington, 
and his daughter and son-in-law, Marianne 
and Larry Yoder of Newton, North Carolina. 
He is also survived by his grandchildren, GG 
Howard and Robert Culpepper of Atlanta, 
Georgia, Chip Howard of Lexington, Melissa 
and Jim Henshaw of Isle of Palms, Shannon 
and Bert Pooser of Columbia, Amy and Jason 
London of West Columbia, Michael Howard of 
Columbia, Nathan Yoder of Regensburg, Ger-
many, Joshua Yoder of Hickory, North Caro-
lina, and David and Krissy Yoder of Pinehurst, 
North Carolina; as well as his great-grand-

children: Cate Simmons, Jerod and Lucy Cul-
pepper, Bane London, Sam Henshaw and 
Maddox Pooser. Mr. Howard was pre-
deceased by his brothers, Harry, Ray, and 
Franklin Howard and his sister, Alice Howard 
Cooper. 

At the funeral services on October 13, 2006; 
a eulogy was lovingly delivered by his grand-
daughter GG Howard which highlighted his 
many achievements. 
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HONORING HERITAGE ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL FOR BEING 
NAMED A NATIONAL BLUE RIB-
BON SCHOOL 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 13, 2006 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Heritage Elementary School lo-
cated in Colleyville, Texas for being named a 
2006 No Child Left Behind—Blue Ribbon 
School. Only 26 public schools in Texas will 
receive this coveted award this year. 

The No child Left Behind Blue Ribbon 
Schools program recognizes schools that 
make significant progress in closing the 
achievement gap or whose students achieve 
at very high levels. Schools must make ade-
quate yearly progress in reading, language 
arts and mathematics. 

Heritage Elementary is no exception as 
Principal Stacy Voigt, her staff, the students 
and their families have poured dedication and 
heart into creating a fertile learning environ-
ment in Colleyville. They have realized the im-
mense potential of all those involved in mak-
ing a school Blue Ribbon-worthy. 

The No child Left Behind Act is the bipar-
tisan landmark education reform law designed 
to change the culture of America’s schools by 
closing the achievement gap offering more 
flexibility to States, giving parents more infor-
mation and options and teaching students 
based on what works. Under the law’s strong 
accountability provisions, States must describe 
how they will close the achievement gap and 
make sure all students, including those with 
disabilities, achieve academically. 

I extend my sincere congratulations to Herit-
age Elementary School for receiving this 
award. This school’s contribution and services 
should serve as inspiration to us all. 
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TRIBUTE TO DR. VICTOR 
RODRIGUEZ 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 13, 2006 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
honor Dr. Victor Rodriguez, a native of Edna, 
Texas in my congressional district. Dr. 
Rodriguez’s achievements in, and dedication 
to, education are an inspiration to us all. As 
detailed in his autobiography, The Bell Ringer, 
Dr. Rodriguez developed endurance and per-
severance at an early age when his third 

grade teacher assigned him the task of ringing 
the bell for the St. Agnes Catholic Church. 

For 9 years, Victor Rodriguez woke up at 4 
a.m. and jogged two miles to the church to 
ring the bell before the 5 a.m. mass. While 
this was obviously a difficult responsibility for 
a child, Dr. Rodriguez later said that he ‘‘came 
to accept ringing that bell as an honor . . . 
whenever I was tired and didn’t feel like get-
ting out of bed, I remembered my mom’s en-
couragement. She used to say that if you do 
something, do it to the very best of your abil-
ity.’’ 

The importance of hard work, endurance, 
and dedication that Victor Rodriguez learned 
as a bell ringer stayed with him throughout his 
life. Dr. Rodriguez was a star athlete who set 
many records and won numerous trophies at 
Edna High School, Victoria College, and North 
Texas State University. After earning his Ph.d, 
Dr. Rodriguez began a successful career as a 
teacher and as a coach of several champion-
ship track teams. In his work as a teacher and 
coach, Dr. Rodriguez inspired his students to 
strive to achieve their goals and dreams. 

During Dr. Rodriguez’s 12 years as super-
intendent of the San Antonio School District, 
the dropout rate was reduced from 50 percent 
to less than 10 percent. Applying the lessons 
in perseverance he learned as a young bell 
ringer, then superintendent-elect Dr. Rodri-
guez promised San Antonio School District’s 
kindergarten class that he would stay as su-
perintendent as long as they were in school. 
Of course, Dr. Rodriguez kept that promise, 
not retiring until 1994 when the kindergartners 
of 1981 were seniors in high school. 

During his tenure as superintendent, Dr. 
Rodriguez won numerous awards and honors, 
including an achiever award from the Alamo 
Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America, 
representative from Texas in the 1989 Na-
tional Superintendent of the Year Award Pro-
gram sponsored by the American Association 
of School Administrators and the Service-Mas-
ter Company, induction into the National His-
panic Sports Hall of Fame; and honoree in 
Ford Motor Company’s Hispanic Salute recog-
nizing San Antonio Hispanics for outstanding 
contributions to education and literacy. Execu-
tive Educator magazine twice named Dr. 
Rodriguez one of the Hundred Top School Ex-
ecutives in the nation. Just last month, Dr. 
Rodriguez was honored by his alma mater by 
being named a 2006 inductee into the Univer-
sity of North Texas’s Athletic Hall of Fame. 

Dr. Rodriguez’s application of the lessons 
he learned, as a young church bell ringer 
should serve an example to all of us. It is a 
pleasure to offer my congratulations and 
thanks to Dr. Victor Rodriguez for all of his ef-
forts to help Texas schoolchildren. 
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HONORING JULIA PON ON THE 
OCCASION OF HER 80TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 13, 2006 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize a woman 
who whose quiet contributions in her support 
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