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President of Sherman College, but remains 
Chancellor in a part-time capacity responsible 
for fund-raising, public relations and enroll-
ment services. 

Jerry Hardee began his career as a teacher 
in 1960. Ten years later, he took his first ad-
ministrative job as a principal and Title I Gifted 
Program Coordinator in the Garfield School 
District in Maywood, Illinois. Before coming to 
Sherman College, Dr. Hardee served for a 
quarter of a century as an executive adminis-
trator at three different institutions in the Uni-
versity System of Georgia. He also came out 
of his first retirement in 1999 to serve as the 
Director of the Center for Teaching and learn-
ing at Albany State University in Georgia. 

Dr. Hardee spent 35 years as an education 
administrator. He holds a doctorate degree in 
education and a certificate of advanced study 
in educational administration from Northern Illi-
nois University, a master’s degree in science 
education from Fisk University, and a bach-
elor’s degree in mathematics from Clark Col-
lege. 

While president of Sherman College, Dr. 
Hardee was renowned for his work to attract 
more African American students to the profes-
sion of Chiropractics. He often met with stu-
dents, faculty and health care profession advi-
sors at Historically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities to encourage more minority student in-
terest in a profession dominated by non-black 
practitioners. His goal is to make the field 
more accessible to African Americans as a ca-
reer option. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me as I pay tribute to this trailblazing 
educator, who believes in promoting 
Chiropractics in minority communities. His 
leadership on this issue demonstrates his 
dedication to the profession and qualifies him 
for this outstanding recognition by practicing 
Chiropractors. 
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LETTER OF CLARIFICATION FROM 
THE BURT LAKE BAND OF OT-
TAWA AND CHIPPEWA INDIANS 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 13, 2006 

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, during hearings 
held in 1997 by the House Resources Com-
mittee, representatives of the Burt Lake Band 
of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians provided tes-
timony that confused some land rights claims 
in Northern Michigan. 

These statements were not approved by the 
Burt Lake Band’s Tribal Council. As a result 
Mr. Curtis Chambers, Chairman of the Burt 
Lake Band, has written an open letter to mem-
bers of Congress, to correct the record on this 
issue. 

Without objection, I request that the fol-
lowing letter from the Chairman of the Burt 
Lake Band be included into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD. 

THE BURT LAKE BAND OF 
OTTAWA AND CHIPPEWA INDIANS, INC., 

Brutus, Michigan, October 25, 2006. 
DEAR MEMBERS OF THE U.S. CONGRESS: Dur-

ing June 24, 1997, hearings held before the 

House Natural Resources Committee, the in-
dividuals who were charged with presenting 
the Burt Lake Band of Ottawa and Chippewa 
Indians’ formal position on the Michigan In-
dian Lands Claims Settlement Act, P.L. 105– 
143, made some statements which require 
correction. Those statements suggested that 
the Burt Lake Band of Ottawa and Chippewa 
Indians was and is claiming rights in lands 
in Michigan’s Emmet and Charlevoix Coun-
ties, Beaver Island, High Island and Garden 
Island. Unfortunately, those statements 
were made without the prior approval of the 
Burt Lake Band’s Tribal Council and they 
were and are factually inaccurate. 

During those same hearings, those same 
Burt Lake representatives also presented the 
House Resources Committee with a map 
which they suggested was an accurate rep-
resentation of the Burt Lake Band’s aborigi-
nal territory. That map was not an accurate 
representation of that territory and it 
should never had been presented for that 
purpose. 

To complete this clarification, the Burt 
Lake Band would like to note that its re-
search has confirmed that the Little Tra-
verse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians did, in 
fact, receive allotments in southwestern 
Cheboygan County, Michigan and that the 
Burt Lake Band respects the Little Traverse 
Band’s right to assert any and all rights 
which stem from the award of those allot-
ments. 

Because the historical records of the 
United States Congress are often used by law 
makers, attorneys and historians, we would 
greatly appreciate your assistance in seeing 
that this letter is printed in the Congres-
sional Record of the United States House of 
Representatives to make the above stated 
corrections. 

Cordially, 
CURTIS CHAMBERS, 

Chairman. 
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RECOGNIZING JOSEPH E. JOHN-
STON, JR. OF BROOKSVILLE, 
FLORIDA 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 13, 2006 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Joseph E. 
Johnston, Jr., the winner of the 2006 Great 
Brooksvillian of the Year Award. The Award is 
presented annually to a current or former resi-
dent who has made a significant impact on the 
city of Brooksville. 

Mr. Johnston has a long record of service to 
the city and to the entire community. Born in 
1922, Mr. Johnston has served with distinction 
as a Florida State Senator and the attorney for 
the city of Brooksville and the Hernando 
County School Board. 

In addition to his personal service to the 
city, Mr. Johnston’s son, City Council member 
Joe Johnston III, has continued the family’s 
commitment to public service. At the council 
meeting where Mr. Johnston’s award was first 
announced, it was his son Joseph who 
thanked his fellow council members on behalf 
of his family. 

Mr. Speaker, the city of Brooksville is lucky 
to have a man like Joseph E. Johnston, Jr. to 
take an active role in our community. I am 

proud to recognize his accomplishments, and 
congratulate him on being named the 2006 
Brooksvillian of the Year. 
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TRIBUTE TO JAMES AND CAROL 
MCDOWELL 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 13, 2006 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor my constituents James and Carol 
McDowell on the occasion of their 50th wed-
ding anniversary, October 27, 2006. 

Jim and Carol were high school sweethearts 
in Petaluma, CA, where they met when Jim 
was a senior and Carol was a sophomore. Re-
cently, the couple’s 17-year-old granddaughter 
learned that they had been married when 
Carol was right out of high school and ex-
claimed, ‘‘Gram, you got married at 18! How 
could you?’’ 

Jim was the third generation to operate the 
family dairy ranch just outside of town. His son 
Michael, ‘‘Mike,’’ now runs the operation as an 
organic farm, adding strawberries and toma-
toes to the dairy operation. Mike and his wife 
Linda have two children, Ryan and Shannon. 

Patrick, ‘‘Pat,’’ the couple’s other son, is 
Asian editor for the Associated Press, cov-
ering 34 Asian countries. He and his wife 
Solzck live in Bangkok, Thailand. 

Mr. Speaker, 50 years together is a wonder-
ful testament to Jim and Carol’s love and com-
mitment. Jim summed up what makes it work 
when he told me, ‘‘Carol has always been 
special.’’ Congratulations to them on this 
happy occasion. 
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TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT MICHAEL 
R. WEIDEMANN 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 13, 2006 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, it is with pro-
found sorrow that I rise to recognize the loss 
of a brave soldier in Iraq, SGT Michael R. 
Weidemann, a resident of Newport who 
served his country with dignity and honor. I 
join his family and the people of Rhode Island 
in mourning this great loss. 

Sergeant Weidemann was born in Canada 
and moved to Middletown, RI, with his family 
when he was 7. In 2001, he graduated from 
Rogers High School, where he attended the 
Newport Area Career and Technical Center 
and participated in the automotive program. 
He was also an honor student and an active 
member of the JROTC program. 

One month after graduating from high 
school, Sergeant Weidemann pursued his in-
terests by enlisting in the Army as an auto 
mechanic and joined the 1st Battalion, 36th In-
fantry Regiment of the 1st Brigade, 1st Ar-
mored Division. After serving one tour in Iraq, 
Sergeant Weidemann was nearing the end of 
his second tour when, on October 31st, he 
was killed while on patrol near Hit, in Anbar 
Province. 
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