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She has dedicated herself to serving the 

citizens of Houston for several years. Before 
her election, she served for three terms as an 
At-Large member of the Houston City council. 
In that role, she helped advance property tax 
reform and strengthen the city’s police force. 
She also helped found the Ellington Field Task 
Force, which kept Ellington Field open and op-
erating as a Joint Reserve Base. 

She has also volunteered countless hours to 
serve the citizens of south Texas. She served 
as a volunteer medical doctor and teacher at 
the Baylor College of Medicine, she shapes 
the next generation of healers. 

She helped found the Provider Health Net-
work, a group that cares for uninsured pa-
tients. As president of the ‘‘Healthy Houston 
Foundation’’ she raised money for clinics that 
provide medical care to the needy. She has 
also volunteered her time to take care of our 
Nation’s veterans in several Veterans Hos-
pitals across the Nation. 

As a businesswoman and community lead-
er, Dr. SEKULA-GIBBS has brought together 
municipalities, organizations, and businesses 
to create jobs and economic development in 
the south Texas region. She understands the 
importance of reforming our current tax code 
and reducing our debt. 

As a founding member of the Sylvan Rodri-
guez Foundation—an organization that pro-
vides students in the Houston area with the 
opportunity to study space, medicine, and 
science—she is committed to advancing 
America’s technological and scientific leader-
ship. As a mother and grandmother, she also 
understands the importance of strengthening 
families and communities. 

While Dr. SEKULA-GIBBS will be sworn in 
today, she will only be with us in Washington 
for a short time. She had a very successful 
special election—she received over 77,000 
votes en route to victory. She ran a good cam-
paign for the 110th Congress, but she faced 
many difficult procedural challenges. 

Despite her short run, the future looks bright 
for Dr. SEKULA-GIBBS. I look forward to work-
ing with her in the final weeks of this Con-
gress, and I wish her the best of luck in the 
future. 
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A TRIBUTE TO CONGRESSMAN 
JAMES CLYBURN 

HON. MAJOR R. OWENS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 13, 2006 

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, in the past I 
have often had the delight of saluting my de-
parting colleagues with a tribute in Rap poetry. 
At this point, however, circumstances have 
been reversed and I am departing. As I leave 
it will be my pleasure to offer some brief por-
traits in words describing the very able women 
and men I leave behind. I would like to begin 
with JIM CLYBURN. I visited his State on two 
different occasions and I was impressed by 
the fact that everyone had very strong opin-
ions about JIM. They either feared him or they 
admired him. That is one sign of true great-
ness. The composite opinion of JIM which 
emerged was one of a great conciliator, a 

leader with a keen understanding of the fact 
that politics is the art of compromise but the 
compromise must always be an honorable and 
productive one. 

A lighthearted summary of JIM’s special as-
sets is reflected in the following Rap poem. 

MISTER JIM 

With a bounty of transportation bucks 
Freshman Clyburn showed he was clever; 
All the South Carolina clubhouse boys 
Danced Dixie up and down 
Cheering Mister Jim and diversity forever. 
Mister Jim 
Made Mister Charlie look cheap, 
Sowing his seeds of sunburned charm 
A lots more dollars 
Congressman Clyburn managed to reap. 
Before he agrees to negotiate 
Mister Jim dangles the right bait; 
From smoke filled rooms 
He emerges with fat surprises; 
Mister Jim 
Never despises compromises. 
Mister Jim rescued 
Bill Clinton’s Black politics career; 
When affirmative action fumbling 
was about to end it 
Mister Jim talked to Bubba 
And convinced him to merely mend it. 
Mr. Jim can display 
Warm understanding affectionate appeal 
But the world is a better place 
Cause Mister Jim 
Knows how and when to deal. 
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TRIBUTE TO ANTHONY ZAGAMI 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 13, 2006 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Anthony J. ‘‘Tony’’ Zagami, a 
true public servant who will retire from the 
U.S. Government Printing Office at the end of 
this year. 

I have known Tony since the mid-1960s, 
when I was an intern in the office of Senator 
ROBERT C. BYRD, D–WV, and Tony was a 
Senate page. Over the years, Tony has been 
a great friend to me, to my family and to the 
people of West Virginia, and he will certainly 
be missed here in the legislative branch. 

However, let no one argue that Tony has 
not earned his retirement. After spending 25 
years working for the U.S. Congress, Tony left 
Capitol Hill to become the General Counsel of 
the GPO. When he departs at the end of the 
year, he will have set a record as the GPO’s 
longest-serving General Counsel. 

Throughout his career, both here on the Hill 
and at the GPO, Tony was known for his dedi-
cation and commitment to public service. He 
has been the recipient of numerous awards 
and recognitions for outstanding performance 
and achievement. 

I thank Tony for his outstanding service and 
for his friendship over years. The qualities he 
embodies are getting harder and harder to find 
nowadays. 

May God bless this admirable man and his 
family as he begins his next chapter. 

TRIBUTE TO BUCK O’NEIL 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 13, 2006 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Buck O’Neil, an inter-
nationally renowned, distinguished Kansas 
Citian, who died on October 6th at the age of 
94. 

John Jordan ‘‘Buck’’ O’Neil was born the 
grandson of slaves in Carrabelle, Florida, on 
November 13, 1911. He acquired his love for 
baseball at a young age from his father, who 
played for the local team when he wasn’t 
working as a foreman in the celery fields. As 
a teenager, Buck realized that he wanted to 
do something more with his life, but times 
were difficult throughout the country during the 
Great Depression, and he had received little 
formal education because the local high 
school was segregated. 

When his father told him that, ‘‘There is 
something better, but you can’t get it here, 
you’re gonna have to go someplace else,’’ 
Buck made the decision to try his luck as a 
baseball player in the semi-professional barn-
storming leagues that traveled the entire coun-
try. It didn’t take him long to attract the atten-
tion of the Memphis Red Sox of the Negro 
American League, who signed him to his first 
professional contract in 1937. After a year of 
playing for the Red Sox, Mr. O’Neil’s contract 
was purchased by the Kansas City Mon-
archs—the team with which he would spend 
the rest of his playing career. 

The Monarchs were the most successful 
team in the history of the Negro Leagues, win-
ning the most titles and producing the best 
players. While playing for Kansas City, Mr. 
O’Neil won batting titles in 1940 and 1946 and 
led his team to a convincing victory in the 
1942 Negro World Series. He batted .353 as 
the Monarchs swept the Homestead Grays, 4– 
0. He was also selected to play in three Negro 
American League All-Star Games, and would 
likely have accomplished more during his play-
ing career had it not been for World War II; 
Mr. O’Neil dutifully served his country for 2 
years by completing a tour in the United 
States Navy from 1943–1945. 

Buck stayed with the Monarchs through the 
end of the 1955 season, serving both as a 
player and as the team’s manager for the final 
8 years of his time in Kansas City, all the 
while facing the harshness of separation and 
discrimination in a country that was still seg-
regated. Thanks in part to the significant ac-
complishments of his Monarchs teammate 
Jackie Robinson, who broke down racial bar-
riers by joining the Brooklyn Dodgers of Major 
League Baseball in 1947, Buck too was able 
to join a rapidly-integrating MLB as a scout for 
the Chicago Cubs. In 1962, he became the 
first African American coach in the Majors. 
During his storied career with the Cubs, Mr. 
O’Neil was responsible for the development of 
many great major leaguers, like Joe Carter, 
and he also signed two future Hall of Fame 
players—Lou Brock and Ernie Banks. After 33 
years with the Cubs, Buck returned home in 
1988 to scout for the Kansas City Royals. 

Despite his myriad accomplishments on the 
field as a player, manager, and coach, it is 
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