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the size of the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania, and so to get from suburban 
Phoenix up to the White Mountains 
was quite an undertaking that was 
made a bit more difficult by an incred-
ible thunderstorm because this was 
during what we call the monsoon sea-
son in the summertime in Arizona. 

The late great Governor Williams, a 
former broadcaster, was a stickler for 
time. The event was supposed to start 
at 7 p.m. I blew in the door at 7:05. 
There stood Governor Williams and 
Leader Rhodes and brother Goldwater. 
Governor Williams said, ‘‘HAYWORTH, 
7:00; it’s 7:05,’’ to which Bob Goldwater 
replied, ‘‘Oh, heck, keep your shirt on, 
Jack, booze isn’t going to spoil.’’ 

At the memorial service for his 
brother Barry, Bob Goldwater spoke 
not only of Barry Goldwater, the public 
servant, but of Barry, his brother. He 
reminisced how both he and Barry 
played for their church in a youth bas-
ketball league and how Barry sug-
gested that the jerseys they wore 
should bear the letter ‘‘P.’’ Bob re-
called that he asked Barry why, and 
Barry responded, ‘‘You know, Bob, P 
for ‘Piscopalian.’ ’’ 

Perhaps a function of age and time, 
but the passing of other noteworthy 
Arizonans would bring Bob Goldwater 
into the public eye and he, above all 
other Arizonans, could deliver a heart-
felt, humorous, poetic and practical re-
membrance. I don’t have those abilities 
here today, but I just felt compelled in 
a moment perhaps of personal indul-
gence but perhaps more accurately a 
moment of official reflection, to bring 
notice to the passing of Bob Goldwater, 
bring insight into the very human and 
humorous way he described others. 

And also, to make this note: To my 
knowledge, Bob Goldwater never ran 
for public office, although he hailed 
from an Arizona family synonymous 
with public service. A lesson that has 
been impressed upon me through the 
years and especially in recent days is 
this fact, that public service is not al-
ways defined by public office, that it is 
what a person does in his fellowship of 
faith, in his community, in his business 
that can distinguish that person, a 
good lesson to remember in these days, 
a lesson typified by the life and times 
of Bob Goldwater. 

Madam Speaker, those of us who 
knew Bob count ourselves not lucky 
but blessed to have a man who cham-
pioned the success of his brother politi-
cally but added immeasurably to the 
lives of Arizonans in terms of com-
merce and public service, and as the fa-
ther of our Phoenix Open. 

Rest in peace, Bob Goldwater, you 
won’t be forgotten. 

f 

AUTHORIZING GOVERNMENT TO 
NEGOTIATE LOWER PRICES WITH 
DRUG COMPANIES 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the order of the House of Janu-

ary 31, 2006, the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) is recognized 
during morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, last 
week America went to the polls and 
sent Washington a message that they 
wanted a new direction. Unfortunately, 
when it comes to the Bush administra-
tion, it seems as though the voters’ 
call for change has fallen upon deaf 
ears. 

Yesterday, the New York Times re-
ported that the President and the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, 
Mike Leavitt, were ‘‘strenuously op-
posed to legislation that would author-
ize the government to negotiate with 
drug companies to secure lower drug 
prices for Medicare beneficiaries.’’ 

This is not groundbreaking news. 
They have said all along that they op-
pose negotiated prices in the Medicare 
program. Still, given the outcome of 
last week’s election, it is disappointing 
that this administration would not 
even take a moment to reconsider its 
misguided policies. 

Mr. Levitt went on to say, ‘‘I don’t 
believe I can do a better job than an ef-
ficient market.’’ I agree that the sec-
retary hasn’t done such a good job so 
far, but he shouldn’t get too down on 
himself, he is not entirely to blame. 
His Republican friends here in Congress 
have kept him from realizing his po-
tential by legally prohibiting him from 
negotiating with drug makers. 

However, if a Democratic Congress 
passed a law granting him authority to 
negotiate prices with drug manufactur-
ers, I am certain we could achieve 
enormous savings in the Medicare pro-
gram which could be passed on to 
America’s elderly and disabled in the 
form of more generous coverage. In-
deed, there is a lot of evidence to sup-
port this conclusion. 

Take, for instance, a study consid-
ered earlier this year by the consumer 
group FamiliesUSA. They compared 
prices under private prescription drug 
plans participating in Medicare part D 
to the prices available through the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs’ health 
system. Their research showed that the 
government could help lower costs sub-
stantially. From November 2005 to 
April 2006, FamiliesUSA found that vir-
tually all of the part D plans raised 
their prices for the majority of the top 
20 drugs in this study. The median 
price increase among part D plans for 
the top 20 drugs prescribed to seniors 
was 3.7 percent. 

Furthermore, for all of the top 20 
drugs prescribed to seniors, VA prices 
in April were lower than the lowest 
prices charged by part D plans. The 
median price difference was 46 percent. 
In other words, Madam Speaker, for 
half of the 20 drugs, the lowest price 
charged by any part D plan was at least 
46 percent higher than the lowest price 
secured for the VA. This is what the 

secretary must be referring to when he 
talks about the magic of the market. 

My Republican friends argue that al-
lowing the secretary to negotiate lower 
drug prices cannot actually work be-
cause the government will act to set 
prices. This is just more of the same 
old excuses we have been hearing all 
along. The truth of the matter is that 
the President, Secretary Leavitt, and 
Republicans in Congress are opposed to 
negotiated prices simply because they 
want to preserve the profits of the 
pharmaceutical industry which this 
program was really written for. 

I have to be honest here. The Amer-
ican taxpayer is being ripped off by the 
Republican prescription drug law. 
Pharmaceutical companies have reaped 
record profits since Medicare part D 
was implemented while the American 
taxpayer has been left holding the bill. 

Before the Republican law went into 
effect this year, more than 6.5 million 
low-income Americans received help 
for their prescription drug bills 
through Medicaid. Under the Medicaid 
system, however, States can purchase 
drugs at the lowest available prices or 
the best price. While this was good 
news for the taxpayer, it certainly cut 
into the profit margins of the pharma-
ceutical industry. So now those same 
6.5 million Americans have been moved 
into the Republican prescription drug 
plan. They are no longer receiving the 
lower prices, and the higher costs, add-
ing up to as much as $2 billion this 
year alone, will be passed on to the 
American taxpayer. 

This is why American voters rejected 
the Republican platform last week. Re-
publican policies over the past decade 
have served special interests like the 
pharmaceutical industry, and now the 
American taxpayer is paying the price. 
Clearly voters are fed up, and they 
want us in Washington to implement 
change. Democrats are going to heed 
their call, Madam Speaker. 

We have said from the beginning of 
our campaign for a new direction that 
one of the first things we will do when 
we take back the House is to pass a law 
that will authorize the government to 
negotiate lower drug prices. We intend 
to live up to that promise. The savings 
from that program can be used to help 
eliminate the infamous ‘‘doughnut 
hole’’ that millions of seniors have fall-
en into over the past few months. 

While the President and his cronies 
are threatening to oppose such legisla-
tion, I think they would be better 
served to reconsider. It is time for us 
to take a long and hard look at the 
Medicare part D program and see where 
we can make some improvements. 
Democrats are not calling for repeal of 
this law, but we are calling for some 
changes, changes that the American 
voters clearly support. I hope that my 
Republican friends will join us as we 
work together to improve the Medicare 
program on behalf of America’s sen-
iors. 
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RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 11 
a.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 29 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 11 a.m. 

f 

b 1100 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. EMERSON) at 11 a.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

God of power and mercy, You are 
Lord of all creation, yet You bend to 
every human need, and are always at-
tentive to our prayer. Bless this Nation 
and the endeavors of Congress today. 
Give us freedom of spirit and health of 
mind and body that we may serve the 
people we represent and work to estab-
lish the values of Your kingdom here 
on Earth. 

May your revealed presence in our 
midst carry over to the way we deal 
with one another in mutual respect, 
and confront the problems we face to-
gether. We pray, calling upon Your 
holy name. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. STUPAK) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. STUPAK led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

IMMIGRATION REFORM 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to urge my colleagues to work 
together to provide effective immigra-
tion reform. I am pleased the Secure 
Fence Act of 2006 was signed into law. 
Securing our borders must be our first 
step to stop the flow of illegal aliens 
into the United States. 

One thing is clear, we must work to 
uphold the law. Congress must not pro-
vide a path to citizenship or any type 
of amnesty for those who have crossed 
our borders illegally. In 1986, Congress 
passed a comprehensive immigration 
reform bill that included amnesty. 

This was a failure. It did not reduce 
illegal immigration or permanently 
solve any of the immigration problems 
we face today. Rather, it provided the 
incentive to come here legally by re-
warding illegal aliens with amnesty. 

As Members of Congress, we took an 
oath to uphold and defend our laws in 
the Constitution. There is a solution to 
the problem of illegal immigration, but 
the answer is not to reward those who 
violated the laws of the United States. 

f 

9/11 COMMISSION 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, on 
November 7, the American people voted 
resoundingly in favor of a Congress 
that would make implementing the 
recommendations of the 9/11 Commis-
sion a top priority. They voted for a 
Democratic Congress. 

For months, the Republican leader-
ship in this body has sat on the 41 rec-
ommendations the 9/11 Commission 
gave for improving the security of our 
Nation. The Republican Congress did 
nothing when the expert bipartisan 
group released a scathing report card 
on the lack of progress that has been 
made and gave our government Ds and 
Fs for failing to take steps necessary 
to ensure we would never face another 
tragedy like 9/11. 

Democrats believe it is unacceptable 
that 5 years after the 9/11 terrorist at-
tacks our Nation’s first responders are 
still without interoperable radios and 
have planes flying across our country 
that are loaded with cargo that is rare-
ly ever inspected. 

Madam Speaker, Democrats know 
how important it is for us to make our 
Nation as safe as possible. That is why 
we will implement the recommenda-
tions of the 9/11 Commission next year 
so that we can be better prepared to 
protect our Nation against potential 
terrorist attack. I know, as I was a 
first responder for 11 years. 

f 

VETERANS ESTABLISH FREEDOM 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, this past weekend we 
celebrated Veterans Day, and it is ap-
propriate to acknowledge today that 
because of our veterans, freedom and 
democracy are more widely spread 
than ever before. 

Fifty million people have been liber-
ated by our courageous troops in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. Last week was the 
17th anniversary of the fall of the Ber-
lin Wall, confirming the success of 
President Ronald Reagan. From Esto-
nia to Bulgaria, from Mongolia to Hun-
gary, hundreds of millions of people 
have emerged from communism and 
are now free. 

Earlier this year I visited Liberia, 
which is still celebrating the election 
of the first female African leader. 
President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf was 
elected after the dictator Charles Tay-
lor fled at the urging of President 
Bush. 

Today, America’s veterans can be 
prouder than ever of their success as 
they are freeing oppressed people 
around the world. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September 11. 

f 

THE PEOPLE OF VIETNAM 
DESERVE OUR HELP 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Yesterday, perma-
nent trade relations for Vietnam was 
brought before the House with no com-
mittee hearings and under suspension 
of the rules. I spoke against the bill 
and demanded a rollcall vote, and last 
night the bill failed to get the nec-
essary two-thirds, so it was defeated. 

Now, the people of Vietnam deserve 
our help. The United States actually 
has a moral obligation of a long-stand-
ing nature with respect to Vietnam 
that we don’t really need to elaborate 
on, because we understand what this 
Nation did to Vietnam. If you care 
about Vietnam, you should care to 
know that the permanent trade rela-
tions would have this effect, this bill. 
It would cause millions of peasants to 
be thrown off the land as agricultural 
supports are withdrawn. 

Millions of workers losing their jobs 
at State enterprises wither in the face 
of foreign competition or downsize and 
speed up operations in an effort to stay 
competitive. As a result of these and 
other factors, there would be a surge in 
income and wealth inequality, exacer-
bating dangerous trends already under 
way. 

Until we have a trade policy that has 
workers rights, human rights and envi-
ronmental quality principles, all that 
free trade means for nations like Viet-
nam is more exploitation of the coun-
try and of the workers. That is why we 
need to vote down this bill when it 
comes back this week. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NEW 
CITY OF JOHNS CREEK, GEORGIA 
(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 
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