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Mr. Speaker, let me say to my friend 

from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE) that I agree 
with his observations and I agree with 
his concern; but as pointed out by Mr. 
OSBORNE, I believe that this is a bill 
that can help solve part of that prob-
lem, to give some oversight mecha-
nisms to existing allocations, to give 
some response back to this Congress 
about programs that are working and 
that are not working. 

I think the challenge that we all 
face, and I pledge to him to work with 
him cooperatively in this effort, is in 
the appropriations process. And point-
ing out this is not an appropriations 
bill, this is an authorization bill, that 
in the appropriations process, that we 
try to make sure that our appropri-
ators funnel the money only to those 
programs that are authorized, such as 
this one, that will have some oversight 
and response back to this Congress, so 
that we can eliminate duplicative pro-
grams. I would pledge to him that I 
would work cooperatively with him in 
that effort. 

But I do believe this is a well- 
thought-out piece of legislation and 
one that I would urge this body to 
adopt 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in strong support of H.R. 864, the Sober Truth 
on Preventing Underage Drinking Act. If en-
acted, this legislation would require Federal, 
State, local and tribal authorities to adopt a 
comprehensive and coordinated approach to-
ward mitigating and countering underage con-
sumption of alcoholic beverages. I fully sup-
port a multifaceted strategy toward addressing 
this public health issue. Preventing underage 
drinking requires strict enforcement of existing 
laws, comprehensive education to prevent 
binge drinking, and continued research of the 
effects of alcohol on the health of adolescents. 
Combating the problem of underage drinking 
also requires committed efforts by community 
leaders, parents, teachers, mentors, policy 
makers, and others to work to instill an in-
creased sense of responsibility and respect for 
the law in young people. 

I firmly believe that investing in research of 
the effects alcohol has on minors and raising 
public awareness among at-risk demographic 
groups, parents, and educators are two impor-
tant ways to mitigating and countering under-
age drinking. As leaders, it is our duty to help 
improve the health and well-being of the next 
generation. Doing so will ensure that they 
have the utmost opportunity to lead productive 
and prosperous lives. By countering underage 
drinking, we are allowing young adults to rec-
ognize their full potential. Enactment of this 
legislation would go far toward achieving these 
goals. 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H.R. 864, the STOP Underage 
Drinking Act. First and foremost, I would like 
to thank the sponsors—Mrs. ROYBAL-ALLARD 
and Mr. OSBORNE—for their diligence over the 
years on this issue and am pleased to see 
their work pay off today. Keeping alcohol out 
of the hands of America’s youth is of the ut-
most importance and this bill will ensure that 
the federal government is doing its part, work-

ing hand-in-hand with private industry and 
other public interest groups while strength-
ening the intent of congress that states have 
the primary jurisdiction to regulate the sale, 
production and distribution of alcohol under 
the 21st amendment. 

Alcohol, Mr. Speaker, has always been re-
garded as a unique product throughout Amer-
ican history. No one would suggest that it is 
the same as a flat screen television or ball 
bearings. No, alcohol can have tangible soci-
etal costs—from underage drinking, drunken 
driving deaths, and other issues stemming 
from overconsumption. Be it through the tax 
law or the 21st amendment, Congress has 
never intended alcohol to be just another con-
sumer good—as evidenced by the unique reg-
ulatory model put in place after prohibition was 
repealed. We have always placed this distinc-
tion on the product, because of the societal 
dangers involved—not consumer irrespon-
sibility. Because of these concerns, it is of the 
utmost importance for us to keep alcohol away 
from children. We need to prevent abuse in 
our communities and detach the stigma asso-
ciated with these challenges so that we can 
meet them head on. 

As we confront underage drinking today and 
the responsibility issues that go along with 
them, we must also face the reality that while 
the federal government is well-suited to co-
ordinate national ad campaigns and other val-
uable research studies; we must understand 
that states should and do have the primary ju-
risdiction to regulate the distribution, produc-
tion and sale of alcohol under the 21st amend-
ment. 

States and their individual regulatory models 
are our best ally and the people’s best ally in 
the fight against underage drinking. We in 
Brooklyn do not want Boise’s laws and they 
probably do not want ours either under the 
guise of Big Brother knows best. 

In addition to the programs which are au-
thorized in this bill, I hope this will serve to put 
groups who look to dismantle our regulatory 
system on notice that Congress will continue 
to utilize its bully pulpit to advance best prac-
tices and responsibility from the industry and 
the public. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank the 
sponsors of H.R. 864 and laud their efforts 
and urge my colleagues to pass this much- 
needed legislation into law. 

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, I stand before you 
in support of H.R. 864, the Sober Truth on 
Preventing Underage Drinking (STOP) Act. 

I would like to thank Congresswoman ROY-
BAL-ALLARD for introducing the Sober Truth on 
Preventing Underage Drinking Act, and I 
would also like to thank Majority Leader BOEH-
NER for bringing this measure to the floor. 

Protecting our young people from the con-
sequences of underage drinking must be a na-
tional priority. In my home state of Arizona, 20 
percent of children and teens from 12 to 20 
years old regularly drink five or more drinks in 
one sitting, according to the National Survey 
on Drug Use and Health conducted by the De-
partment of Health and Human Services. 

State and tribal enforcement efforts and reg-
ulations are central in our fight against under-
age drinking. 

This legislation holds the States accountable 
for enforcing underage drinking laws by man-

dating that the Department of Health and 
Human Services issue an annual report card 
to rate the performance of each State in pre-
venting or reducing underage drinking. 

Additionally, this measure requires the Di-
rector of the Office of National Drug Control 
Policy to award grants to design and dissemi-
nate strategies to maximize the effectiveness 
of community-wide approaches to preventing 
and reducing underage drinking. 

The bill would provide $5 million in en-
hancement grants to the Drug Free Commu-
nities program to address the problem of un-
derage drinking. Also, another new program 
will be funded at $5 million annually to provide 
competitive grants to states, non-profits, and 
institutions of higher education to create state-
wide coalitions to prevent underage drinking 
and alcohol abuse by university students. 

In my district, I have fought hard to work 
against substance abuse by supporting fund-
ing to combat alcohol and drug abuse. Just 
this past September, the Navajo Nation re-
ceived a $98,000 grant from the Department 
of Justice for breathalyzers. Statistics have 
shown that about 90 percent of violent crime 
on the Navajo Nation is alcohol-related, and 
many of our young people are learning that 
substance abuse is a way of life. 

I am pleased that the Sober Truth on Pre-
venting Underage Drinking (STOP) Act is 
being considered by the full House this after-
noon and I look forward to its passage to pro-
vide additional tools to prevent underage 
drinking in Arizona and throughout the Nation. 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of the STOP Act. 

This bill is the result of a lot of hard work by 
its authors and represents a strong effort to 
reduce underage drinking. 

The diligence put into drafting this bill is re-
flected by the broad support of this bill by the 
beer and wine industries. 

Many in the industry have worked hard to 
curb underage drinking for years. 

As a result of these efforts, underage drink-
ing has been significantly reduced, evidenced 
by recent data showing that over 70 percent of 
youths aged 12–20 do not drink. 

I commend the beer and wine industries as 
a whole in their efforts to decrease underage 
drinking. 

This bill will continue and strengthen these 
efforts, and I am pleased to support it. 
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SOBER TRUTH ON PREVENTING 
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Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of the Sober Truth on Preventing Un-
derage Drinking Act (Stop Act), which tackles 
an important issue facing families in every 
congressional district, the issue of underage 
drinking. If present for rollcall vote 521 on H.R. 
864, the measure would have my strong sup-
port. 

The Stop Act serves to restate the impor-
tance of state alcohol laws in fighting under-
age drinking while supplementing federal re-
search and advocacy with additional funds. I 
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am proud to support this legislation to confront 
the growing problem of underage drinking. 

Mr. DEAL of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
DEAL) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 864, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those voting have responded in the af-
firmative. 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF THE CHRISTMAS TREE 
INDUSTRY TO THE UNITED 
STATES ECONOMY 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and pass the 
joint resolution (H.J. Res. 96) recog-
nizing the contributions of the Christ-
mas tree industry to the United States 
economy and urging the Secretary of 
Agriculture to establish programs to 
raise awareness of the importance of 
the Christmas tree industry, as amend-
ed. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.J. RES. 96 

Whereas Christmas trees have been sold 
commercially in the United States since the 
1850s; 

Whereas, by 1900, one in five American 
families decorated a tree during the Christ-
mas season, while, by 1930, a decorated 
Christmas tree had become a nearly uni-
versal part of the American Christmas cele-
bration; 

Whereas 32.8 million households in the 
United States purchased a live-cut Christ-
mas tree in 2005; 

Whereas the placement and decoration of 
live-cut Christmas trees in town squares 
across the country have become an American 
tradition; 

Whereas, for generations, American fami-
lies have traveled hundreds and even thou-
sands of miles to celebrate the Christmas 
season together around a live-cut Christmas 
tree; 

Whereas 36 million live-cut Christmas 
trees are produced each year, and 98 percent 
of these trees are shipped or sold directly 
from Christmas tree farms; 

Whereas North Carolina, Oregon, Michi-
gan, Washington, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, 
New York, Minnesota, Virginia, California, 
and Ohio are the top producers of live-cut 
Christmas tree, but Christmas trees are 
grown in all 50 States; 

Whereas there are more than 21,000 growers 
of Christmas trees in the United States, and 
approximately 100,000 people are employed in 
the live-cut Christmas tree industry; 

Whereas many Christmas tree growers 
grow trees on a part-time basis to supple-
ment their other farm and non-farm income; 

Whereas growing Christmas trees provides 
wildlife habitat; 

Whereas more than a half million acres of 
land were planted in Christmas trees in 2005; 

Whereas 73 million new Christmas trees 
will be planted in 2006, and, on average, over 
1,500 Christmas trees can be planted per acre; 
and 

Whereas the retail value of all Christmas 
trees harvested in 2005 was $1.4 billion: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That Congress recognizes 
the important contributions of the live-cut 
Christmas tree industry, Christmas tree 
growers, and persons employed in the live- 
cut Christmas tree industry to the United 
States economy. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) and the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. PETERSON) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to com-
mend my colleague, the gentlewoman 
from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) for in-
troducing this resolution. The Christ-
mas tree industry is an important part 
of the American agricultural industry 
and is an important part of the rural 
and forested landscape of Virginia and 
many other States. One of the leading 
States in the industry is my own. 

Christmas tree growers, like many 
other family farmers and forest land-
owners, are stewards of the land. They 
are bound together by a love of the 
land and a desire to produce renewable 
products that enhance people’s lives 
while protecting the environment. 

For many family forest landowners, 
Christmas tree growing provides a 
source of annual income. While this in-
come is rarely enough to make a living 
on, it allows family growers to make 
long-term investments for the manage-
ment of their woodlands. For many 
small growers, this income is critical 
to allowing them to keep their forests 
green and growing, rather than subdi-
viding or switching to another land 
use. 

According to the Virginia Christmas 
Tree Growers Association, there are 
thousands of growers in the Common-
wealth who produce more than 1 mil-
lion trees annually, ranging from com-
mercial operations to choose-and-cut 
family farms. These trees annually ac-
count for nearly $50 million in revenue. 

Like other segments of the forest 
products industry, Christmas tree 
growers are engaged in a renewable, 
sustainable activity. They plant mil-
lions of new trees every year, 73 mil-
lion trees that cover over a half million 
acres to be precise. That is a lot of land 
protected from development and a lot 
of new trees helping to clean the air, 
protect watersheds and improve the en-
vironment. 

Just as growing Christmas trees 
helps renew the environment, the an-

nual tradition of bringing home a tree 
and decorating it helps renew the faith 
of millions of families as they gather 
to celebrate Christmas. In the Christ-
mas season, the Christmas tree is a 
symbol of joy and goodwill, and we are 
grateful to all who work to provide this 
American tradition. 

I want to thank my colleague, the 
gentleman from Minnesota, the rank-
ing member of the committee, for his 
support in our efforts to move this leg-
islation forward. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.J. Res. 96. Congresswoman FOXX’s 
resolution recognizes the success and 
importance of the live-cut Christmas 
tree industry in the United States, and 
the economic strength and cultural 
contribution of this industry makes 
this resolution worthy of congressional 
support. 

Mr. Speaker, before I recognize other 
Members, I would like to take a minute 
to recognize the distinguished gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) 
who has served with distinction as 
chairman of the Agriculture Com-
mittee over these last few years. 

The Agriculture Committee has al-
ways enjoyed a reputation as one of the 
most bipartisan committees in the 
Congress, and Chairman GOODLATTE 
has continued that great tradition of 
cooperation. Under his direction, the 
committee has accomplished impor-
tant things. His leadership led to the 
passage of historic measures to protect 
our national forests. He took a strong 
stand for American agriculture in the 
face of unreasonable proposals from 
our trade partners, making it clear 
that we would prefer no deal to a bad 
deal. He started the process of writing 
the new farm bill with a series of field 
hearings across the Nation and ensured 
that the many voices of agriculture 
were heard. 

Mr. Speaker, anybody who cares 
about American agriculture, or for 
that matter, anybody who eats in this 
country, should give BOB GOODLATTE 
their thanks for the outstanding job he 
has done on the committee. I look for-
ward to working with him as we con-
tinue this process on the farm bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Minnesota 
for his kind words, and I look forward 
to working with him in a new capacity 
in the new Congress. He certainly has 
my commitment that we will continue 
to work together for the interests of 
America’s farmers and ranchers and 
agribusinesses in the bipartisan fashion 
that has been the history of the Agri-
culture Committee 
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