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HEROICS OF ALAN JOHNSTON 

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor and recognize with the 
highest esteem Mr. Alan Johnston of 
Windsor, ME, for the tremendous cour-
age and enormous valor he dem-
onstrated in Iraq in 2004 that helped 
save many lives. 

CPT Aaron P. Hill of the U.S. Marine 
Corps recounted in a witness statement 
that Alan Johnston’s heroic actions on 
August 7, 2004, had he been in military 
uniform, would have earned him a 
medal. Mr. Johnston, a civilian con-
tractor who was overseeing construc-
tion of two medical clinics in Iraq, 
acted swiftly and selflessly to rescue 
others during a suicide attack on the 
headquarters facility at the Al Kasik 
Military Base located approximately 35 
miles northwest of Mosul, Iraq. 

Captain Hill was part of a unit advis-
ing Iraqi soldiers in Northern Iraq. He 
credits Mr. Johnston with saving a 
number of lives after insurgents drove 
two water trucks packed with as many 
as 8,000 pounds of explosives to the 
headquarters building. The blasts from 
this insurgent attack lasted over 90 
minutes and destroyed the 2-level head-
quarters building, resulting in 14 
deaths and an estimated 40 severely to 
critically injured people. 

Acting without hesitation, Mr. John-
ston sounded the alarm, throwing 
those around him to the floor, saving 
many lives. In the devastation that fol-
lowed, acting with total disregard to 
his own safety, Mr. Johnston emerged 
from the wreckage and began to assist 
in evacuating and treating the sur-
vivors. Despite the continuing barrage 
of mortars and rockets, Mr. Johnston 
continued to offer help with his med-
ical expertise, calm demeanor, and 
steadfast devotion to helping his fellow 
man. 

Mr. Johnston not only reduced cas-
ualties and treated the wounded but re-
stored critical support systems, includ-
ing power and water. He also helped to 
find ways to feed the thousands of Iraqi 
soldiers dependent on the American 
military for support. 

Alan Johnston, a 6-year veteran of 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
an emergency medical technician for 
nearly 18 years, suffered injuries to his 
head and leg but treated himself and 
remained at the base in Iraq for 3 
months after the attack. He left Iraq in 
December of 2004 and underwent an-
other series of leg surgeries once he re-
turned to the United States. 

As a result of Captain Hill’s eye-
witness account of Alan Johnston’s ac-
tions, last month I had the solemn 
privilege of pinning the Defense of 
Freedom Medal on Mr. Johnston’s lapel 
at a medal ceremony held at my Au-
gusta, ME, office with Mr. Johnston’s 
family present, officially acknowl-
edging these courageous actions. This 
award is a rare and unique commenda-
tion issued only to civilians and is 

equivalent to the Purple Heart awarded 
to military service men and women. 

But what is most remarkable is that 
this occasion marked the first time a 
civilian, private contractor was award-
ed this particular medal. Mr. John-
ston’s lifesaving response to serve and 
sacrifice on behalf of others was some-
thing he chose to do. It was not his 
duty. It was not his responsibility it 
was his goodwill and American patriot-
ism that drove him to put his life at 
risk in order to assist and save others. 
There is only one word that suffi-
ciently describes this exemplary Main-
er, and that word is hero. I was ex-
tremely proud to present him with the 
Defense of Freedom Medal. 

Mr. Johnston’s awe-inspiring willing-
ness to think of others ahead of himself 
will forever be remembered by those 
whose lives he touched and saved that 
day. The courageous commitment and 
valiant care demonstrated by Alan 
Johnston of Windsor, ME, exemplifies 
the very best of what it means to be a 
Mainer and an American 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROB MCCLINTIC 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I 
rise today in celebration of my long-
time friend and staff member, Rob 
McClintic. After 23 years of work in the 
U.S. Congress, Rob has decided to re-
tire from the Senate. 

Rob started with my office on March 
13, 1998, while I was still in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. When I won 
the election to the Senate in 2000, I 
couldn’t imagine not bringing Rob to 
work in the Senate with me. 

Rob is often the first contact with 
my constituents and visitors. As a staff 
assistant, Rob has been tasked with an-
swering phone calls from constituents 
and greeting visitors. Everyone who 
works in Congress knows that answer-
ing phones is an extremely important 
job and can be tremendously chal-
lenging. This is one of the main ways 
that Senators and Representatives 
hear how their constituents are feeling 
on important issues. Rob has at busy 
times answered well over 100 or more 
phone calls a day. In 23 years on the 
Hill, Rob surely has answered over 
600,000 phone calls. This is, needless to 
say, a tremendous feat. 

Rob is also responsible for giving 
tours of the Capitol building and for 
setting up other tours around Wash-
ington, DC. His knowledge of the his-
tory of the Capitol is outstanding. He 
knows every corner of the Capitol and 
provides a personal touch on each and 
every tour. Rob not only just gave 
tours, he made sure that the visitors 
from Michigan enjoyed their stay in 
DC, and experienced the history of Con-
gress. 

Prior to working for me, Rob worked 
for Congressman Phil Sharp from Indi-
ana, Rob’s home State, from April 1983 
through January 1995 and Congress-

woman MARCY KAPTUR of Ohio from 
August 1995 through February 1998. 

Upon leaving the Senate, Rob will be 
moving back to his home State of Indi-
ana to be closer to friends and family. 
I know his family is proud of him and 
will welcome him home with open 
arms. 

I also know that Rob’s friendly de-
meanor and unparalleled profes-
sionalism will be dearly missed here in 
Washington, DC. Rob McClintic is irre-
placeable. 

Mr. President, I am sad because I am 
losing my trusted and valued staffer 
who has worked with me for nearly a 
decade, but I am happy to see a dear 
friend move on to new challenges, and 
I wish him the best of luck. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FALLEN U.S. FOREST 
SERVICE FIREFIGHTERS FROM 
CALIFORNIA 
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I 

have a very heavy heart as I pay trib-
ute to five fallen U.S. Forest Service 
firefighters from California. It is an 
honor to talk about their heroic deeds, 
but it is heartbreaking. 

These five heroes died in the line of 
duty while protecting families and 
homes in the Esperanza Fire west of 
Palm Springs. We deeply mourn the 
loss of Engine Captain Mark 
Loutzenhiser, Fire Engine Operator 
Jess McLean, Assistant Fire Engine 
Operator Jason McKay, Firefighter 
Daniel Hoover-Najera, and Firefighter 
Pablo Cerda. 

Mark Loutzenhiser was 44 years old 
and had 21 years of firefighting service. 
He was a certified emergency manage-
ment technician, EMT. He had pre-
viously worked as a hotshot crewman 
for the Vista Grande Hot Shots and 
also as a volunteer firefighter for Riv-
erside County. He majored in fire 
science at Mount San Jacinto College. 
He was a longtime resident of 
Idyllwild, CA, and was a wonderful sup-
porter and coach for the youth sports 
program. He is survived by his wife 
Maria Loutzenhiser. 

Jess McLean was 27 years old and had 
7 years of firefighting service. He had 
been a hotshot for 3 years with the 
Vista Grande Hot Shots. He graduated 
from Banning High School in 1997 and 
attended fire science classes at Crafton 
Hills College. He was a resident of 
Beaumont, CA. He is survived by his 
wife Karen McLean and his mother 
Cecelia McLean. 

Jason McKay was 27 years old and 
had 5 years of Forest Service experi-
ence and 4 years as a volunteer fire-
fighter in Adelanto. He also served on 
the Mojave Greens Type II crew. He 
was a certified EMT and earned an as-
sociate’s degree in fire science. He was 
a resident of Phelan, CA. He is survived 
by his mother Bonnie J. McKay and his 
father Robert McKay. 

Daniel Hoover-Najera was 20 years 
old and in his second season of fire-
fighting. He worked on the Tahquitz 
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Type II crew in 2005 and was a seasonal 
employee in 2006. He graduated from 
San Jacinto Mountain View High 
School in 2004. He was a resident of San 
Jacinto, CA. He is survived by his 
mother Gloria Ayala and his father 
Timothy Hoover. 

Pablo Cerda was 23 years old and in 
his second season with the Forest Serv-
ice. He was previously of the Tahquitz 
Type II crew. He graduated from Los 
Amigos High School in Santa Ana in 
2001 and attended Fire Academy of Riv-
erside Community College. He was a 
resident of Fountain Valley, CA. He is 
survived by his father Pablo Cerda, Sr. 

These five U.S. Forest Service fire-
fighters on Engine Crew 57 on the San 
Jacinto Ranger District were dis-
patched early on the morning of Thurs-
day, October 26 to fight the Esperanza 
fire. As the fire blazed out of control, 
they bravely fought it when they were 
overrun by flames. 

Mark, Jess, Jason, Daniel, and Pablo 
are true examples of why we call fire-
fighters heroes. They bravely and self-
lessly risked their lives time and time 
again trying to protect California. No 
more could be asked of anyone. Trag-
ically, they have fallen in one of these 
battles. We know why their friends, 
family, and colleagues are so proud of 
them and so devastated by their loss. 
Their loss reverberates throughout 
California and our Nation. 

I send my sincere condolences to 
their families, their communities, and 
all of the firefighters who had the 
honor of serving with Mark, Jess, 
Jason, Daniel, and Pablo over the 
years. 

These firefighters are extraordinary 
heroes. And we will not rest until we 
have found those responsible for this 
horrific crime. 

f 

NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST 
Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, as the 

session winds down I have been think-
ing back over the year. As always, 
there has been a lot more activity than 
action, but we are making progress on 
the people’s business. 

But not everything we do here is leg-
islative in nature. Senator PRYOR and I 
had the opportunity to chair the Na-
tional Prayer Breakfast in February, a 
nonofficial, nonpartisan, and non-
denominational gathering of people 
from all over the world who are seek-
ing better ways to connect with each 
other and find strength beyond our-
selves. Many of our colleagues in the 
House and Senate participated. For 
their reference and for the benefit of 
other interested readers of this 
RECORD, I ask unanimous consent that 
a copy of a transcript of the event, in-
cluding a very interesting talk by U2 
lead singer and humanitarian Bono, be 
printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

Senator Mark Pryor: Good morning. 
Thank you very much for being here. I am 
Senator Mark Pryor, from Arkansas, and I 
am one of the co-chairs of this event along 
with my very good friend Senator Norm 
Coleman of Minnesota. We are so grateful 
that you have come from every state in the 
Union, and from 160 nations around the 
world. To start us out on an uplifting and 
prayerful note, I am happy to introduce 
Karen Mason from Little Rock, Arkansas. 
She has a song to share today about grati-
tude, and it expresses how we all are feeling 
today. 

Mrs. Karen Mason: Psalm 100 says that 
protocol for coming into the presence of our 
heavenly King is to enter into His gates with 
thanksgiving, to come into His presence with 
gratitude, with a heart of gratefulness, and 
this song is my song of gratitude to my heav-
enly King. 

(Song.) (Applause.) 
Senator Norm Coleman: Good morning, 

folks, I am Senator Norm Coleman, from the 
state of Minnesota, and before we enjoy our 
breakfast and more fellowship around the ta-
bles, I would like to introduce our head ta-
ble’s special guests and say a few words of 
grace. To my far left, Karen Mason, and the 
four women from Point of Grace, who will be 
introduced later in the program. Next to 
them is Senator David Vitter from Lou-
isiana, then we have Senator Barack Obama, 
Illinois’ new senator. Next to him is someone 
who we will introduce more fully later, for 
now one word will suffice—Bono. Next to 
him is my wife Laurie, whose love and sup-
port has brought me to this moment. On the 
other end, we have Congressman Lincoln 
Davis from Tennessee. Next to him we have 
Representative Tom Osborne of Nebraska, we 
will just call him Coach. Next to him is Sen-
ator Ken Salazar from Colorado. Then we 
have Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison from the 
great state of Texas. Next, a former main 
speaker at this event, Senator Joe Lieber-
man of Connecticut, and next, a member of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Chief of Naval Op-
erations, Admiral Michael Mullen. Finally, 
the spouse of my co-chair, Jill Pryor. 

Let us pray to bless the food, which I will 
do in a moment. But first I would like to re-
cite the most holy prayer in Judaism which 
is called the Shema, and I have prayed it 
since I was a little boy. 

Sh’ma Yisrael, Adonai Elohaynu, Adonai 
Echad—Hear O Israel, Adonai is your God, 
Adonai is your God. Barukh Shem k’vod 
malkhuto l’olam va-ed—Blessed is the Name 
of His glorious kingdom for ever and ever. V- 
ahavta et Adonai Elohecha—you shall love 
the Lord your God—b-chol l’vavcha u-v-chol 
naf’sh’cha u-v-chol m’odecha—with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength. 

We gather under the shelter of encourage-
ment of Your love today, to return thanks, 
to seek unity, to help the suffering, and to 
work for peace. Almighty God, we thank You 
for this food for our bodies and our hearts 
which we are receiving this morning. Bless 
all who prepared it. Lord, change us, and 
send us out of here different people than we 
were when we walked in. Amein. 

Enjoy the food and the fellowship around 
the table. 

(Breakfast.) 
Senator Coleman: We are going to begin 

the program. I am happy to introduce my 
good friend Mark Pryor. He is a Democrat 
from a red state. 

Senator Pryor: And my good friend Norm 
Coleman who is a Republican from a blue 
state and maybe that is why we get along so 
well. (Laughter.) 

Senator Coleman: We came to Washington 
together, and one of the first things we heard 
from our senior colleagues was Harry Tru-
man’s advice: If you want a friend in Wash-
ington, buy a dog. The hardest thing in pub-
lic life is not making decisions, it is finding 
people you can trust to guide you and en-
courage you to do the right thing. 

Senator Pryor: And that is a real chal-
lenge, because with every senator, every con-
gressman, and every other leader who is 
here, we got to where we are because of our 
friends. Someone described public service as 
being like cutting flowers from a garden and 
putting them in a vase—they look great, but 
before too long they need some nourishment. 

Senator Coleman: And for me that is what 
this breakfast and our weekly breakfast 
group in the Senate is all about—putting 
back in what the job takes out. You should 
already know by now that what you are ex-
periencing is a very big public version of 
what we experience privately on a personal 
scale every week in the Senate and in the 
House. People from all kinds of backgrounds 
come together to share a meal, deepen our 
relations, pray to God for His guidance and 
blessings, and look for the inspiration to live 
our faith more completely. We would also 
like to provide a special welcome to four 
heads of state who have honored us with 
their presence. President Miro Jovic of Bos-
nia-Herzegovina, Prime Minister 
Navinchandra Ramgoolam of Mauritius, 
Prime Minister Said Musa of Belize, and 
King Abdullah bin al-Hussein II of Jordan. 
(Applause.) 

Senator Pryor: We hope that this breakfast 
is an encouragement to you to do similar 
things where you live. I want to read a few 
verses from the gospel of John, chapter 21. It 
says: 

Afterward Jesus appeared again to his dis-
ciples by the Sea of Tiberias. Early in the 
morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the 
disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. He 
called out to them, ‘‘Friends, haven’t you 
any fish?’’ 

‘‘No,’’ they answered. 
He said, ‘‘Throw your net on the right side 

of the boat and you will find some.’’ When 
they did, they were unable to haul the net in 
because of the large number of fish. 

Jesus said to them, ‘‘Bring some of the fish 
you have just caught.’’ 

Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged 
the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, 
but even with so many the net was not torn. 
Jesus said to them, ‘‘Come and have break-
fast.’’ 

When they had finished eating, Jesus said 
to Simon Peter, ‘‘Simon son of John, do you 
truly love me more than these?’’ 

‘‘Yes, Lord,’’ he said, ‘‘you know that I 
love you.’’ 

Jesus said, ‘‘Feed my lambs.’’ 
Again Jesus said, ‘‘Simon son of John, do 

you truly love me?’’ 
He answered, ‘‘Yes, Lord, you know that I 

love you.’’ 
And Jesus said, ‘‘Take care of my sheep.’’ 
The third time he said to him, ‘‘Simon son 

of John, do you love me?’’ 
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him 

the third time, ‘‘Do you love me?’’ He said, 
‘‘Lord, you know all things; you know that I 
love you.’’ 

Jesus said, ‘‘Feed my sheep.’’ 
That is the spirit in which we meet to-

gether today. 
Senator Coleman: I am a tennis player, but 

not a very good one. I read somewhere that 
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