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HEROICS OF ALAN JOHNSTON 

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor and recognize with the 
highest esteem Mr. Alan Johnston of 
Windsor, ME, for the tremendous cour-
age and enormous valor he dem-
onstrated in Iraq in 2004 that helped 
save many lives. 

CPT Aaron P. Hill of the U.S. Marine 
Corps recounted in a witness statement 
that Alan Johnston’s heroic actions on 
August 7, 2004, had he been in military 
uniform, would have earned him a 
medal. Mr. Johnston, a civilian con-
tractor who was overseeing construc-
tion of two medical clinics in Iraq, 
acted swiftly and selflessly to rescue 
others during a suicide attack on the 
headquarters facility at the Al Kasik 
Military Base located approximately 35 
miles northwest of Mosul, Iraq. 

Captain Hill was part of a unit advis-
ing Iraqi soldiers in Northern Iraq. He 
credits Mr. Johnston with saving a 
number of lives after insurgents drove 
two water trucks packed with as many 
as 8,000 pounds of explosives to the 
headquarters building. The blasts from 
this insurgent attack lasted over 90 
minutes and destroyed the 2-level head-
quarters building, resulting in 14 
deaths and an estimated 40 severely to 
critically injured people. 

Acting without hesitation, Mr. John-
ston sounded the alarm, throwing 
those around him to the floor, saving 
many lives. In the devastation that fol-
lowed, acting with total disregard to 
his own safety, Mr. Johnston emerged 
from the wreckage and began to assist 
in evacuating and treating the sur-
vivors. Despite the continuing barrage 
of mortars and rockets, Mr. Johnston 
continued to offer help with his med-
ical expertise, calm demeanor, and 
steadfast devotion to helping his fellow 
man. 

Mr. Johnston not only reduced cas-
ualties and treated the wounded but re-
stored critical support systems, includ-
ing power and water. He also helped to 
find ways to feed the thousands of Iraqi 
soldiers dependent on the American 
military for support. 

Alan Johnston, a 6-year veteran of 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
an emergency medical technician for 
nearly 18 years, suffered injuries to his 
head and leg but treated himself and 
remained at the base in Iraq for 3 
months after the attack. He left Iraq in 
December of 2004 and underwent an-
other series of leg surgeries once he re-
turned to the United States. 

As a result of Captain Hill’s eye-
witness account of Alan Johnston’s ac-
tions, last month I had the solemn 
privilege of pinning the Defense of 
Freedom Medal on Mr. Johnston’s lapel 
at a medal ceremony held at my Au-
gusta, ME, office with Mr. Johnston’s 
family present, officially acknowl-
edging these courageous actions. This 
award is a rare and unique commenda-
tion issued only to civilians and is 

equivalent to the Purple Heart awarded 
to military service men and women. 

But what is most remarkable is that 
this occasion marked the first time a 
civilian, private contractor was award-
ed this particular medal. Mr. John-
ston’s lifesaving response to serve and 
sacrifice on behalf of others was some-
thing he chose to do. It was not his 
duty. It was not his responsibility it 
was his goodwill and American patriot-
ism that drove him to put his life at 
risk in order to assist and save others. 
There is only one word that suffi-
ciently describes this exemplary Main-
er, and that word is hero. I was ex-
tremely proud to present him with the 
Defense of Freedom Medal. 

Mr. Johnston’s awe-inspiring willing-
ness to think of others ahead of himself 
will forever be remembered by those 
whose lives he touched and saved that 
day. The courageous commitment and 
valiant care demonstrated by Alan 
Johnston of Windsor, ME, exemplifies 
the very best of what it means to be a 
Mainer and an American 
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TRIBUTE TO ROB MCCLINTIC 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I 
rise today in celebration of my long-
time friend and staff member, Rob 
McClintic. After 23 years of work in the 
U.S. Congress, Rob has decided to re-
tire from the Senate. 

Rob started with my office on March 
13, 1998, while I was still in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. When I won 
the election to the Senate in 2000, I 
couldn’t imagine not bringing Rob to 
work in the Senate with me. 

Rob is often the first contact with 
my constituents and visitors. As a staff 
assistant, Rob has been tasked with an-
swering phone calls from constituents 
and greeting visitors. Everyone who 
works in Congress knows that answer-
ing phones is an extremely important 
job and can be tremendously chal-
lenging. This is one of the main ways 
that Senators and Representatives 
hear how their constituents are feeling 
on important issues. Rob has at busy 
times answered well over 100 or more 
phone calls a day. In 23 years on the 
Hill, Rob surely has answered over 
600,000 phone calls. This is, needless to 
say, a tremendous feat. 

Rob is also responsible for giving 
tours of the Capitol building and for 
setting up other tours around Wash-
ington, DC. His knowledge of the his-
tory of the Capitol is outstanding. He 
knows every corner of the Capitol and 
provides a personal touch on each and 
every tour. Rob not only just gave 
tours, he made sure that the visitors 
from Michigan enjoyed their stay in 
DC, and experienced the history of Con-
gress. 

Prior to working for me, Rob worked 
for Congressman Phil Sharp from Indi-
ana, Rob’s home State, from April 1983 
through January 1995 and Congress-

woman MARCY KAPTUR of Ohio from 
August 1995 through February 1998. 

Upon leaving the Senate, Rob will be 
moving back to his home State of Indi-
ana to be closer to friends and family. 
I know his family is proud of him and 
will welcome him home with open 
arms. 

I also know that Rob’s friendly de-
meanor and unparalleled profes-
sionalism will be dearly missed here in 
Washington, DC. Rob McClintic is irre-
placeable. 

Mr. President, I am sad because I am 
losing my trusted and valued staffer 
who has worked with me for nearly a 
decade, but I am happy to see a dear 
friend move on to new challenges, and 
I wish him the best of luck. 
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TRIBUTE TO FALLEN U.S. FOREST 
SERVICE FIREFIGHTERS FROM 
CALIFORNIA 
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I 

have a very heavy heart as I pay trib-
ute to five fallen U.S. Forest Service 
firefighters from California. It is an 
honor to talk about their heroic deeds, 
but it is heartbreaking. 

These five heroes died in the line of 
duty while protecting families and 
homes in the Esperanza Fire west of 
Palm Springs. We deeply mourn the 
loss of Engine Captain Mark 
Loutzenhiser, Fire Engine Operator 
Jess McLean, Assistant Fire Engine 
Operator Jason McKay, Firefighter 
Daniel Hoover-Najera, and Firefighter 
Pablo Cerda. 

Mark Loutzenhiser was 44 years old 
and had 21 years of firefighting service. 
He was a certified emergency manage-
ment technician, EMT. He had pre-
viously worked as a hotshot crewman 
for the Vista Grande Hot Shots and 
also as a volunteer firefighter for Riv-
erside County. He majored in fire 
science at Mount San Jacinto College. 
He was a longtime resident of 
Idyllwild, CA, and was a wonderful sup-
porter and coach for the youth sports 
program. He is survived by his wife 
Maria Loutzenhiser. 

Jess McLean was 27 years old and had 
7 years of firefighting service. He had 
been a hotshot for 3 years with the 
Vista Grande Hot Shots. He graduated 
from Banning High School in 1997 and 
attended fire science classes at Crafton 
Hills College. He was a resident of 
Beaumont, CA. He is survived by his 
wife Karen McLean and his mother 
Cecelia McLean. 

Jason McKay was 27 years old and 
had 5 years of Forest Service experi-
ence and 4 years as a volunteer fire-
fighter in Adelanto. He also served on 
the Mojave Greens Type II crew. He 
was a certified EMT and earned an as-
sociate’s degree in fire science. He was 
a resident of Phelan, CA. He is survived 
by his mother Bonnie J. McKay and his 
father Robert McKay. 

Daniel Hoover-Najera was 20 years 
old and in his second season of fire-
fighting. He worked on the Tahquitz 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 14:41 May 19, 2017 Jkt 049102 PO 00000 Frm 00055 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\FDSYS\BOUNDRECORD\BR14NO06.DAT BR14NO06ej
oy

ne
r 

on
 D

S
K

30
M

W
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-03-05T21:50:46-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




