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an interfaith dialogue between Jews and Mus-
lims and articles he published critical of Is-
lamic extremism. Under Bangladeshi law, se-
dition is a crime punishable by death. 

Mr. Choudhury is a journalist in Bangladesh 
known for his views on expanding dialogue 
between Muslims and Jews, developing ties 
with Israel, and criticizing the rise of Islamist 
parties in Bangladesh. Mr. Choudhury was de-
tained in November 2003 at Zia International 
Airport in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on his way to 
board a flight bound for Tel Aviv, Israel, to 
participate in the annual Hebrew Writers Con-
ference. Mr. Choudhury’s passport was 
seized, along with considerable sums of 
money and several personal items. On that 
same day, police raided his home and news-
paper, seizing files, computers, and other 
valuables. 

Since Bangladeshi law prohibits travel to 
Israel, Mr. Choudhury was first cited for a 
minor passport violation. He subsequently was 
charged with sedition, accused of espionage 
as an Israeli spy, and incarcerated for 17 
months. He was subjected to harsh interroga-
tion techniques, and received no treatment for 
a debilitating case of glaucoma. 

Despite public pledges from senior 
Bangladeshi government officials that all pend-
ing legal action against Mr. Choudhury would 
be dropped, the government pressed forward 
on its prosecution of Choudhury for sedition. 
Mr. Choudhury won PEN USA’s ‘‘Freedom to 
Write Award,’’ and was presented with the 
American Jewish Committee’s prestigious 
‘‘Moral Courage Award’’ in absentia in Wash-
ington DC. Mr. Choudhury’s newspaper offices 
were bombed by Islamic extremists in July, 
and he was attacked by a mob in his office on 
October 5. Then a judge with alleged ties to 
an Islamic extremist group ruled that Mr. 
Choudhury must stand trial for sedition. 

For his message of moderation and inter-
faith dialogue, Shoaib Choudhury is facing un-
just criminal charges in an effort to silence 
him. Congress must send a clear message: 
we cannot allow moderate voices in the Mus-
lim world to be silenced. 

The resolution I introduce today calls on the 
Government of Bangladesh to drop all charges 
against Shoaib Choudhury, return his passport 
and possessions, and end his harassment I 
want to thank Congresswoman NITA LOWEY for 
being the lead co-sponsor of this legislation. I 
look forward to working with her and my other 
colleagues on this important human rights ini-
tiative. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO ED BONNETTE 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Ed Bonnette, a man who was ‘‘instru-
mental in lowering the national voting age to 
18. 

Ed served as the New Jersey Chair for the 
Let US Vote 18 (LUV 18) Committee at the 
age of 20. His efforts, combined with the ef-
forts of LUV 18 members in 10 other states, 
made it possible for the 26th Amendment to 
the Constitution to be ratified in 1971. 

The Let US Vote 18 Committee had placed 
referendums on New Jersey ballots throughout 
the 1960s, without success. In 1970, members 
of this group took their case before the Su-
preme Court. The Court agreed that the voting 
age must be lowered for Federal elections to 
comply with the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
States soon realized it would be impractical to 
have separate voting systems for Federal and 
State elections, and subsequently moved to 
change the law. The 26th Amendment was the 
fastest yet to be certified, with Ohio’s ratifica-
tion making it official. In July of 1971, less 
than 100 days after the process began, Presi-
dent Richard M. Nixon officially signed the 
26th Amendment into law, officially lowering 
the voting age to 18. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Ed Bonnette today 
for all that he has done for the First Congres-
sional District of New Jersey and our country. 
Ed’s service is worthy of admiration, and I ap-
plaud him for his efforts. 
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HONORING SOFIA GUZMAN GARCIA 

HON. SILVESTRE REYES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Sofia Guzman Garcia of my hometown 
of Canutillo, TX, who passed away July 29, 
2006, on her 74th birthday. 

Sofia Guzman Garcia was born on July 29, 
1932, and was a 1950 graduate of El Paso 
High School. Later, she worked for the Border-
land Farmers Cooperative Association for two 
decades. She was also a dedicated volunteer 
for numerous community causes and a tireless 
campaigner for her husband and sons as they 
sought elected office. 

Mrs. Garcia worked on behalf of the people 
of Canutillo throughout her life, playing a piv-
otal role in strengthening the Canutillo Inde-
pendent School District, local churches, and 
other community institutions. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my colleagues to 
join me in celebrating the life of a great 
woman, Sofia Guzman Garcia. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE ENERGY AND 
MINERALS FIELD INSTITUTE 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the Energy and Min-
erals Field Institute (EMFI), an organization af-
filiated with the Colorado School of Mines that 
provides policy makers, elected officials and 
their staff with direct and in-depth information 
about energy resources and production in the 
western United States. 

A number of staff in my office have had the 
opportunity to participate in the informative 
field tours the EMFI provides. Through the 
EMFI, they and the many other participants 
from state and federal agencies, Congres-
sional committees, Native American Tribes, 

and other offices have had the chance to trav-
el to locations where energy, resources, and 
minerals are developed, extracted and pro-
duced. On such trips, participants have de-
scended into active molybdenum, gold and 
coal mines, watched oil and gas drill rigs in 
action, explored wind turbine technological de-
velopment at the National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory, and witnessed new water projects 
under construction. The information acquired 
through direct contact with these activities has 
greatly enhanced my staff’s knowledge of re-
source development, as well as their under-
standing of the positive and negative impacts 
these resources can have on local commu-
nities and the nation as a whole. 

The professional and knowledgeable staff, 
including Director Gary Baughman, Tom 
Sladek, Jim Proud, and other consultants and 
support personnel, put together outstanding 
programs and tours year after year. As an 
added plus, participants are also provided ex-
tensive roadside geologic tutorials by Mr. John 
Rold, former Colorado State Geologist and Di-
rector of the Colorado Geologic Survey; edu-
cating program participants on everything from 
rockslides and fractures to the energy industry 
and anecdotes about life in general. 

The Energy and Minerals Field Institute was 
established in 1978 as the ‘‘Energy Field Insti-
tute’’ to create a forum for exploring inter-
actions between regional energy development 
in the West and federal policies. ‘‘Western En-
ergy: Opportunities, Problems, and Policy 
Issues’’ was the first field program, cospon-
sored by the Colorado School of Mines and 
Resources for the Future. Participants con-
sisted of federal officials from Colorado. 

In 1980, a new July program was added, di-
rected toward representatives of the regional 
and national media. With the inclusion of non- 
fuel minerals in 1981, the EMFI was renamed 
to its present title. In 1985, participation in the 
July program was expanded to include sec-
ondary level teachers, business leaders, gov-
ernment personnel, and staff and students 
from the Colorado School of Mines. This diver-
sity of disciplines and professions created an 
exciting educational atmosphere in which 
many perspectives on the various issues were 
represented. 

With the continued success of the traditional 
‘‘Government Program’’ in August and the 
growth of the ‘‘Interdisciplinary Program’’ in 
July, it was decided in 1985 to make the 
itineraries of both trips identical. This approach 
provided similar educational opportunities for 
all participants and made logistical planning 
more efficient. 

In addition to the summer field sessions, the 
EMFI also conducted an annual Washington 
Workshop. This conference was designed to 
familiarize EMFI alumni and invited guests 
with topical issues related to Western resource 
development. The EMFI also published a 
newsletter entitled ‘‘Field Notes’’ twice each 
year to keep its alumni and supporters in-
formed of recent events. 

However, due to funding difficulties in 1996, 
the EMFI was forced to discontinue its major 
summer field programs, the Washington Work-
shop, and ‘‘Field Notes.’’ It continued to con-
duct customized field programs for corporate 
clients, specific government organizations, and 
delegations from other countries. 
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