
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 152, Pt. 1722016 November 14, 2006 
when it came to the city budget) and flexible 
pragmatism. He realized in the early 1960s 
that the old peninsula city of Charleston 
which ended at Mount Pleasant Street and 
the edges of the Ashley and Cooper rivers 
could not remain economically viable, and 
he aggressively pursued annexation of the 
West Ashley district to the city. 

Mayor Gaillard made many other impor-
tant contributions to the city of Charleston, 
but none compare to his leadership in the 
transition from an era of segregation and 
Jim Crow to integration and racial equality. 

When he became mayor, Charleston was a 
segregated city with all that implies—seg-
regated restaurants, schools, buses and pub-
lic restrooms. Gaillard’s views on the issues 
were conventional. Segregation was then the 
Southern way of life. He reflected the opin-
ions and beliefs of his friends, neighbors and 
supporters. 

But when the Civil Rights movement came 
to Charleston in the 1960s—the sit-down 
movement at King Street lunch counters, 
Civil Rights marches, demonstrations 
(peaceful and not so peaceful), and the Med-
ical University Hospital strike—Palmer 
Gaillard guided the city through various cri-
ses over 15 years with a steady and fair hand. 

He believed, first and foremost, in the rule 
of law. He did not wink at violence or intimi-
dation. When told that the federal courts 
would order the integration of city facili-
ties—the first municipal facilities in South 
Carolina—the only question he asked his 
lawyers (among them, my father) was, 
‘‘What is the law?’’ He immediately in-
structed his lawyers to obey the law, which 
meant acquiescence in integration, some-
thing the majority of white Charlestonians 
adamantly opposed. 

‘‘The Charleston hospital strike of 1969 
made national headlines. Black hospital 
workers marched and agitated to protest ra-
cial discrimination and poor working condi-
tions at the Medical University. Coretta 
Scott King, Andrew Young and Ralph Aber-
nathy all came to Charleston. The National 
Guard was called out to maintain the peace. 
‘‘The strike of hospital workers in Charles-
ton, S.C., has become the country’s tensest 
civil rights struggle,’’ The New York Times 
editorialized in the first of three editorials 
on the subject. Ralph Abernathy later wrote 
of his stay in the Charleston jails, ‘‘I remem-
bered the Birmingham jail and considered 
myself fortunate.’’ 

Palmer Gaillard and his Police Chief John 
Conroy (dubbed ‘‘Mr. Cool’’ by the local 
press) kept the peace and allowed the 
protestors to protest, which was their right. 
The crisis passed. The strike was resolved. 
The peace was preserved. No one was killed. 
No Southern demagogues stood in doorways 
or made fools of themselves on national tele-
vision like George Wallace in Alabama or 
Lester Maddox in Georgia. 

Gaillard was the quintessential Charleston 
conservative. But he was a leader. He ap-
pointed Richard E. Fields the first black 
judge in South Carolina since Reconstruc-
tion to the Charleston Municipal Court. On 
Palmer Gaillard’s watch, segregation peace-
fully gave way to integration in the most 
Southern of cities, where both secession and 
the Civil War began. 

When Palmer Gaillard campaigned on the 
theme ‘‘We Need a Change,’’ he certainly did 
not mean a revolution in Southern racial 
mores, laws and customs. But those who cor-
rectly demanded change found in him the 
right man to preside over that historic 
change: an honest, forthright, law abiding, 

hard-headed Huguenot, and one of the great 
mayors of the city of Charleston. 
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SECTION 1036(C) OF THE NATIONAL 
DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT, 
H.R. 5122 

HON. VIC SNYDER 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, press state-
ments by the chairman imply that section 
1036(C) accomplishes something for veterans 
with disabilities, but this one-sentence provi-
sion says nothing about veterans. Even 
though the Paralyzed Veterans of America did 
a visit to the island and concluded Santa Rosa 
Island is not appropriate for hunting for people 
with disabilities, the provision stayed in the de-
fense bill. No language in section 1036(C) 
does anything to offset the high fees associ-
ated with individuals hunting this privately 
owned herd. No language in section 1036(C) 
affects the responsibilities of the owner of the 
deer and elk to have them removed by the 
timelines set forth in the court settlements. 

This provision should not have been in-
serted in this bill, but it is clear from the plain 
language of this one sentence that it only im-
pacts one alternative method for removal of 
the herds, not the 2011 deadline for removal 
of all the deer and elk. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent from this Chamber yester-
day, November 13, 2006. I would like the 
RECORD to show that, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall votes 517 
and 518 and ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote 519. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, I am re-
corded as ‘‘not voting’’ on rollcall vote 519 on 
November 13, 2006. However, I intended to 
vote ‘‘aye’’ and believed I had done so during 
the rollcall vote. I support H.R. 5602 and the 
extension of Normal Trade Relations Treat-
ment to the products of Vietnam. 
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A TRIBUTE TO T. JEFFREY 
BANGSBERG 

HON. JIM RAMSTAD 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a dear friend and a true Minnesota 
hero, Jeffrey Bangsberg. 

Jeff will be retiring from full-time work this 
month, and it is fitting that we recognize the 
accomplishments this great Minnesotan has 
achieved and the perseverance and courage 
he has shown in the face of extraordinary 
challenges. 

Jeff suffered a spinal cord injury 30 years 
ago. While this injury left him in a wheelchair, 
he never gave up and became a tremendous 
advocate for expanding access to health care 
and other critical services for people with dis-
abilities and the elderly. 

Since 1991, Jeff has brought his insight, 
passion and experience to a variety of impor-
tant issues, including improving Social Secu-
rity and the Medicare and Medicaid programs, 
especially for people living with disabilities. 

I have worked closely with Jeff for 26 years 
on a wide range of legislative initiatives in both 
the Minnesota State Senate and U.S. House 
of Representatives. Jeff was instrumental in 
the creation and implementation of 
groundbreaking legislation, including the first 
personal care attendant program in Minnesota, 
Metro Mobility, Medicaid for Employed Per-
sons with Disabilities, and the Ticket to Work 
and Work Incentives Improvement Act. 

All of these monumental achievements are 
the result of Jeff’s great heart and his passion 
for helping others. Over the years, Minnesota 
governors have appointed Jeff to several 
councils and commissions, including the Min-
nesota State Council on Disability, the Min-
nesota State Rehabilitation Council, the Min-
nesota Health Care Commission and count-
less advisory committees for the Minnesota 
Department of Human Services and the Min-
nesota Department of Health. He was also a 
presidential appointee to the U.S. Commission 
on Civil Rights. 

And in addition to all of these important 
commitments, Jeff also found time to serve as 
Government Relations Director for the Min-
nesota HomeCare Association. In this capac-
ity, Jeff has effectively promoted home care 
services for seniors and people with disabil-
ities at the local, state and federal levels. Be-
cause of his work, countless people are living 
independently and with dignity. 

Jeff is truly an extraordinary person, not 
only for his ability to overcome obstacles, but 
also in his dedication to knocking down bar-
riers for others. Jeff understands that we all 
win when all Americans are empowered to live 
up to their full potential. 

As Co-Chair of the Bipartisan Disabilities 
Caucus, I have been grateful for Jeff’s invalu-
able counsel, expertise and friendship over the 
years. While I could spend hours listing the 
many accomplishments of this tremendous in-
dividual, I can sum it all up by saying Jeff 
Bangsberg truly represents the best and the 
brightest, and I am honored to call him my 
friend. 

Congratulations, Jeff, on your well-deserved 
retirement, and best wishes to you and your 
wonderful wife, Anita. 
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