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that I am grateful. Many Americans with dis-
abilities now enjoy better lives due to this or-
ganization’s service. I am proud of their work 
with the military and wish them a wonderful fu-
ture in service to our community. 
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THE AMBASSADORS REVIEW OF 
THE COUNCIL OF AMERICAN AM-
BASSADORS 

HON. CHRISTOPHER SHAYS 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I wish to insert in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD the following 
statement by Joseph Verner Reed, Under- 
Secretary-General of the United Nations 

REMARKS ON UNITED NATIONS DAY’S 61ST 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

(Tuesday October 24, 2006) 

Today October 24, 2006 the United Nations 
celebrates its 61st birthday. 

BORN OF WAR 

The United Nations was created in large 
part by the efforts of the United States. 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s vision and 
dedication laid the framework. The Presi-
dent even coined its name. 

Former United States Secretary of State 
Cordell Hull won the Nobel Peace Prize, 
mainly for his efforts in building the institu-
tion. President Harry S Truman supported 
President Roosevelt’s vision with equal devo-
tion, and in 1945, the vision became a reality. 

The United Nations has succeeded most ob-
viously in preventing the horror of a third 
world war, encouraging multinational dia-
logues and the development of international 
law, and providing a forum for governmental 
and non-governmental entities. 

It is active in peacekeeping, disarmament, 
economic development, environmental pres-
ervation, education and disease prevention. 
United Nations groups like UNICEF, the 
World Bank, the World Health Organization 
and the International Atomic Energy Agen-
cy have produced a long list of achievements, 
along with the inevitable stumble now and 
then. 

It is less commonly known that the United 
Nations also handles international labor 
standards, international aviation safety pro-
visions, international mail flow issues and 
international copyright laws, all of which 
significantly benefit Americans. 

In the words of former United States Am-
bassador to the United Nations and former 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, ‘‘If 
you have ever traveled on an international 
airline or shipping line, or placed a phone 
call overseas, or received mail from outside 
the country, or been thankful for an accu-
rate weather report—then you have been 
served directly or indirectly by one part or 
another of the United Nations system.’’ 

MORE HELPFUL TO UNITED STATES 

Many within America view the United Na-
tions with great suspicion, primarily because 
they see a significant threat to U.S. sov-
ereignty. 

They would do well to heed the words of 
former United States Senator Arthur Van-
denberg, a Republican who supported the for-
mation of the world body: ‘‘Though we co-
operate wholeheartedly with the United Na-
tions for peace and security, we remain the 
captains of our own souls.’’ 

The veto power of the United States in the 
Security Council alone ensures that the 
United Nations does not act arbitrarily to 
harm U.S. interests. And when looked at his-
torically, the United Nations has served in-
terests of the United States far more than it 
has harmed them. 

Among other examples, the United Nations 
supported the dispatch of forces to Korea in 
1950 and the incursion into Kuwait to expel 
Iraqi forces in 1991. 

After September 11, 2001, it also moved 
swiftly to join the battle against terrorism, 
supporting the attack on Afghanistan and 
passing Resolution 1373, which ‘‘required na-
tions to interdict arms flows and financial 
transfers to suspected terrorist groups, re-
port on terrorists’ movements and update 
national legislation to fight them.’’ 

When the United Nations speaks in a clear 
voice, it represents the greatest source of 
international legitimacy possible. 

When the Security Council passes a Reso-
lution it is not only legally binding, but it is 
widely respected. To solve global challenges 
requires a close partnership between the 
United States and the United Nations. 

As President Dwight D. Eisenhower said, 
‘‘With all the defects . . . the United Nations 
still represents man’s best organized hope to 
substitute the conference table for the bat-
tlefield.’’ 

Indeed, to attack the United Nations is to 
criticize the conference table. The United 
Nations is only as effective as the countries 
around that table. If we hope to strengthen 
the World Organization’s effectiveness, the 
United States must play a leading role in re-
form efforts. 

It is an honor and privilege to present the 
message of Secretary-General Kofi A. Annan 
to the People of Connecticut. 
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TRIBUTE TO E. RONALD DURAND, 
JR. 

HON. PETER T. KING 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay my respects to E. Ronald 
Durand, Jr., a longtime friend and true patriot 
who passed away on September 20, 2006. 

I first met Ron Durand in the late 1960s 
when we were both students at the University 
of Notre Dame Law School. Ron had entered 
law school after serving 6 years in the United 
States Marine Corps. Rising to the rank of 
captain, Ron’s service included a tour of duty 
as a helicopter pilot in Vietnam, where he was 
highly decorated and flew many rescue mis-
sions. 

During our time together in law school Ron 
was a true leader—soft-spoken but strong. He 
and his wife Liz were close friends to me and 
my wife Rosemary and we remained in con-
tact in the years that followed. During his pro-
fessional career, Ron achieved much as an 
entrepreneur and as an airport executive. He 
was a true renaissance man. 

With all his varied accomplishments, Ron 
Durand was first and foremost a true Amer-
ican patriot, exemplified by his heroic service 
in Vietnam. Ron’s love of country, however, 
went beyond his military duty. He truly cared 
about our country and always maintained an 
acute and detailed knowledge, awareness and 
interest in national and international matters. 

Ron Durand was admired, respected and 
loved by all who had the privilege of knowing 
him. It is fitting and appropriate that he will be 
interred at Arlington National Cemetery with 
military honors on November 22. No one is 
more deserving. 

May he rest in peace. Go Irish. 
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TRIBUTE TO COLONEL JAMES D. 
ROGERS 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor COL James D. Rogers for his out-
standing service in the United States Army 
during the Vietnam war. 

COL James D. Rogers went above the call 
of duty in his service as senior advisor to the 
11th Vietnamese Ranger Battalion on Oper-
ation ‘‘Harvest Moon’’ in the Thang Binh Dis-
trict. On December 8, 1965, the entire bat-
talion came under attack with heavy casualties 
on the Ranger side. 

The Battalion’s executive officer was killed, 
the command group radio operator was 
wounded, and CPT Dzu Thua Nguyen, the 
commander of the 11th Vietnamese Ranger 
Battalion, was wounded in both legs. During 
this battle is when Colonel Rogers displayed 
extreme bravery in fighting off the enemy, 
tending to the wounded during the withdrawal, 
and safeguarding their lives while air support 
was being called in. 

He remained behind, and carried Captain 
Dzu on his back to safety over dangerous, 
cane-filled terrain in which he wounded his 
foot by stepping on a punji stake. Despite this 
injury, he kept on going, and carried Captain 
Dzu to the safety of the reserve company 
where he and his assistant senior advisor, LT 
Jan Senecal, worked with the battalion in re-
pelling further attacks. Six months after that 
heroic display in the face of absolute danger, 
Colonel Rogers was awarded the Distin-
guished Service Cross for his valor on May 
18, 1966. 

Mr. Speaker, I am truly honored to have had 
this time to recognize the bravery and dedica-
tion of COL James D. Rogers to his fellow sol-
diers and to the United States of America. 
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TRIBUTE TO PAUL DE LA GARZA 

HON. JIM DAVIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
honor of Paul de la Garza, a passionate, dedi-
cated journalist whose stories have sparked 
critical changes at Tampa’s James A. Haley 
VA Medical Center and elsewhere. Paul’s 
passing last month is a tremendous loss to his 
colleagues at the St. Petersburg Times and 
the entire Tampa Bay community. 

Paul’s inspiring work ethic developed at an 
early age. From humble beginnings in Port 
Isabel, TX, Paul worked his way through ele-
mentary school, high school and college and 
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