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United States. And India has a similar 
population, and the dynamics of the 
economy at work in India are similar 
to those in China. They will have a 
middle class of 300 million people. 

Three hundred million people is 
about the number of the European 
common market also. Three hundred 
million people is the number of people 
of African descent across the world 
who speak English. So 300 million peo-
ple, let us look at it in the perspective 
of, if we are going to maintain our 
leadership in the world in a competi-
tive global environment, then we will 
need all 300 million of our Americans 
to become productive citizens. That 
means they ought to be brought into 
the middle class. 

The minimum wage is just a small 
step forward. You have to also improve 
education. You have to also take away 
the burden of having to pay for health 
care. All those things have to happen. 
But the simplest thing we can do, the 
thing we should do when we come back 
in December, is send a message to the 
American people that we are going to 
raise the minimum wage. We are going 
to move in that one small way toward 
the creation and the sustenance of a 
middle class, people who will be able to 
send their children to college and peo-
ple who will be able to make a con-
tribution to the global competition 
that we are going to find ourselves in. 

Unfortunately, recent reports by the 
Associated Press show that certain mi-
norities are lagging behind. Latinos 
and blacks are lagging behind whites, 
and Asians are also lagging behind 
whites in terms of the income gap. The 
income gap is growing instead of 
shrinking. So we have work to do, and 
step one is let’s pass the minimum 
wage as fast as possible. Let’s move it 
up to $7.25 an hour. That is the least we 
can do before the end of the session. 
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CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 22 RE-
MAINS FAITHFUL TO CONSERV-
ATIVE PRINCIPLES 

Ms. SEKULA GIBBS. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent to take my 
Special Order at this time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentlewoman from Texas 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. SEKULA GIBBS. Mr. Speaker, 

Congressional District 22 in Texas re-
mains faithful to conservative prin-
ciples. 

I am Dr. SHELLEY SEKULA GIBBS, and 
I am the newly elected Member of Con-
gress from Congressional District 22. 
The people in my district are hard-
working individuals who believe in 
conservative principles, such as the 
sanctity of life; traditional marriage 
between one man and one woman; the 
right to bear arms; smaller, more effi-
cient government; making tax cuts 
permanent; winning the war on terror; 

and opposing a cut-and-run strategy; 
and stopping illegal immigration while 
streamlining legal immigration. 

The families in Congressional Dis-
trict 22 of Texas want better transpor-
tation options, a solid energy policy 
with energy independence, affordable 
health insurance, and lower health care 
costs through the free market. They 
want affordable, quality education for 
their children from pre-K to college 
that is under local control, and strong 
homeland security to prevent terrorist 
attacks on our home soil. 

One of my district’s primary ways in 
which to prevent a terrorist attack is 
to be a hard target. The Houston area 
has all major assets that are attractive 
to terrorists to attack, as identified by 
the FBI, including petrochemical fa-
cilities that produce 50 percent of the 
petrochemicals in our Nation and 25 
percent of our country’s gasoline. The 
Port of Houston is close to our area 
and in the city. It is close to our dis-
trict and in the city, and it is the larg-
est foreign tonnage port in the Nation. 

We have NASA’s Johnson Space Cen-
ter there, which is the home of manned 
space flight. We rely on the 147th Texas 
Air National Guard with its squadrons 
of F–16s at Ellington Field to maintain 
our air defense and make us a hard tar-
get. Passing a military appropriations 
bill today helps us secure our defense, 
but the fate of the 147th Texas Air Na-
tional Guard remains uncertain but of 
critical importance to the people in my 
district. 

Terrorists must not be given an op-
portunity to bring our great country 
down, and we must maintain our vigi-
lance. In the BRAC process, some com-
munities were awarded more military 
infrastructure while others were re-
duced. Some have turned down those 
military assets. Florida recently was 
unwilling to accept naval facilities 
from Virginia Beach, Virginia. But we 
in Houston, we hope that our F–16s will 
be replaced by newer, more techno-
logically advanced jets, and that our 
squadron will not be relocated. We are 
eager to maintain the Texas Air Na-
tional Guard and look for support on 
this issue. 

In other words, Mr. Speaker, the peo-
ple in my district want our country to 
be faithful to the principles that you 
and the leadership of the Republican 
party have promoted through your 
years as the Speaker of the House of 
this auspicious body. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank you for 
your guidance, your patience and your 
rock-solid commitment to conservative 
values on behalf of our great country. 
And I want to thank you and my col-
leagues for an appointment to the 
Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee and to the Workforce and 
Education Committee. I commit to 
working very hard and rolling up my 
sleeves for our great district and our 
great country. 

May God continue to bless the United 
States of America, and our men and 
women in uniform. 
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TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL JO-
SEPH WEBB, JR., DEPUTY SUR-
GEON GENERAL, UNITED STATES 
ARMY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BUYER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I come to 
the floor with a heavy heart to honor a 
great man, particularly because this 
comes on the eve of his retirement 
from the United States Army. I have 
had the privilege of working with this 
distinguished gentleman in the service 
of our country for the last 14 years. His 
name is Major General Joe Webb, Jr. 
He has distinguished himself by his ex-
ceptional service to the United States 
of America while in positions of in-
creasing responsibility within the 
Army Medical Department, a career 
that was launched in June of 1961 when 
he was commissioned as a Second Lieu-
tenant. 

From January 1 of 1996 through 31 
December of 2006, he served in succes-
sive positions of increasing responsi-
bility as the Senior Dental Corps Staff 
Officer, with the Office of the Surgeon 
General; Commander of the United 
States Army Dental Command; the As-
sistant Surgeon General for Force 
Sustainment; Commanding General of 
Tripler Army Medical Center and DOD 
Lead Agent for TRICARE in the Pacific 
region; and culminating his illustrious 
career in the position of United States 
Army Deputy Surgeon General. 

Major General Webb was an officer 
and leader who approached each of his 
assignments with great tenacity. In a 
career spanning more than 35 years, 
this soldier, clinician and commander 
displayed throughout his distinguished 
military service the highest levels of 
leadership, professional competence, 
integrity and moral courage. 

Much is spoken and written about 
Major General Joe Webb. The con-
sensus and the prose consistently agree 
that this man is the genuine article. 
Because of my extensive contact with 
general officers, I know what at-
tributes are necessary for success at 
the strategic level. You see, I work 
with generals that do generals’ work, I 
also have worked with generals that do 
colonels’ work. The most refreshing en-
counters that I have experienced are 
with colonels that do generals’ work. 
This was the epitome of Joe Webb. 

In 1996, the Dental Corps was con-
fronted with significant recruiting and 
retention compromises that would 
have had a detrimental impact on the 
dental health of soldiers, sailors and 
airmen if it was not remedied. 
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