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could live together in peace. After 
being released, he was determined to 
ensure that no one else ever had to suf-
fer as he had. 

Mr. Strochiltz believed that if man-
kind was never allowed to forget the 
atrocities committed by the Nazi re-
gime, such atrocities might never be 
repeated. He worked tirelessly toward 
this end. He served on the U.S. Memo-
rial Holocaust Council, which worked 
to establish the National Holocaust 
Memorial and Museum. He served as 
chairman of the council’s remembrance 
committee, where he lobbied the gov-
ernments of every State and the Dis-
trict of Columbia to hold annual cere-
monies to remember victims and sur-
vivors of the Holocaust. 

In addition to his great work with 
the council, Mr. Strochiltz helped ele-
vate the writer Elie Wiesel, a close 
friend of his, to international fame. 
The two were partners in their mission 
to make sure the world never forgot 
the evils of the Holocaust. Together 
they traveled the globe, meeting with 
world leaders, such as German Chan-
cellor Helmut Schmitt and Pope John 
Paul II. Mr. Strochiltz also lobbied 
Capitol Hill to have Mr. Wiesel nomi-
nated for the Nobel Peace Prize; he was 
successful, and Mr. Wiesel was deserv-
edly awarded the prize. 

The passing of Sigmund Strochiltz is 
truly a loss for the people of Con-
necticut and throughout the world. 
May his kind nature and devotion to 
promoting peace and tolerance in the 
world live on in all those he has 
touched.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING EARL MCVICKER 

∑ Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, today 
I congratulate a Kansan, and a friend, 
Earl McVicker, whose hard work, per-
severance, and dedication has earned 
him recognition by those in his profes-
sion. Last month, Earl, who started his 
banking career at a bank in a town of 
400, was elected chairman of the Amer-
ican Bankers Association. I join his 
friends, family, and colleagues in ex-
tending my congratulations and best 
wishes to him during the upcoming 
year. 

Earl’s career in the banking industry 
began shortly after his graduation 
from Kansas State University, home of 
the always optimistic and fighting 
Wildcats. Although Earl earned an en-
gineering degree from K-State, he had 
taken a few business classes and a 
course on rural banking, which cap-
tured his interest. His first job was at 
the Bazine State Bank. Earl worked 
hard, learning the banking business 
from the ground up. His strong work 
ethic paid off, and he rose steadily in 
the banking industry, moving on to 
banks in Colorado and Kansas before 
becoming CEO of Central Bank and 
Trust, in Hutchinson, KS. By this time, 
Earl was looking for more than just an-

other job at another bank. He was 
looking for the opportunity to make 
policy decisions, and he knew the only 
way to achieve that was to buy a bank. 

Well, Earl succeeded in this goal, in 
part, by doing something we should all 
take a lesson from. When he became 
CEO at CB&T, he made the decision 
that he would continue to live off the 
amount of his previous salary and save 
and invest the difference in order to 
buy CB&T stock. This self-discipline, 
along with some help from his parents 
and a loan from another bank, allowed 
Earl to continue buying stock in 
CB&T, eventually gaining majority 
ownership. Further, the loan that he 
took out, that he hoped to pay off in 10 
years? He paid it off in 5. Earl acknowl-
edges that he risked everything on this 
one venture, but it is certainly a risk 
that has paid off. 

Perhaps the quote that Earl has 
framed and hanging in his office best 
sums up what guides him. The quote, 
by President Calvin Coolidge, reads: 
‘‘Nothing in this world can take the 
place of persistence. Talent will not; 
nothing is more common than unsuc-
cessful men with talent. Genius will 
not; unrewarded genius is almost a 
proverb. Education will not; the world 
is full of educated derelicts. Persist-
ence and determination alone are om-
nipotent. The slogan ‘press on’ has 
solved and always will solve the prob-
lems of the human race.’’ 

Earl’s own hard work, persistence, 
and willingness to take risks gives him 
an understanding and an empathy for 
people who are looking to start and 
own their own business. His commit-
ment to promoting entrepreneurship, 
his willingness to help individuals start 
a business, and his ability to recognize 
the potential of these individuals, even 
those who may not have business expe-
rience, makes him unique and reminds 
us all of the important role hometown 
banks play in a community. They un-
derstand the needs of the customers, 
their community, and know that their 
role in helping individuals and busi-
nesses succeed is vital to economic 
health. 

Now, I don’t want to leave you with 
the impression that Earl is just an-
other skilled businessman, although 
over the past 14 years, his private in-
vestment company, Central Financial 
Corp., has grown to include banks in a 
dozen States and has outperformed 
Warren Buffet’s Berkshire Hathaway, 
as well as the Dow and the S&P 500. In 
fact, Earl wears several hats, including 
a Stetson when he is out horseback 
riding with his wife Molly or helping 
out on his parent’s farm near Ness 
City. And he’s particularly fond of the 
motorcycle helmet that he wears when 
he takes his Harley for a ride up to 
Sturgis, SD. Maybe not what you ex-
pected from the incoming ABA chair-
man. 

Earl has reached a milestone in his 
career, but in this success, he has also 

helped others succeed in starting and 
growing their businesses and has taken 
an active role in helping communities 
like Hutchinson thrive. I am proud to 
call Earl a friend. I know he will ap-
proach his year as chairman of the 
ABA by expanding his ‘‘commitment to 
community’’ philosophy throughout 
the country. It is this commitment, 
working as a partner with his commu-
nity, that has made him a leader in the 
banking profession.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 2:22 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills and joint resolutions, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H.R. 864. An act to provide for programs 
and activities with respect to the prevention 
of underage drinking. 

H.R. 1245. An act to provide for programs 
to increase the awareness and knowledge of 
women and health care providers with re-
spect to gynecologic cancers. 

H.R. 6314. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to extend certain expiring pro-
visions of law and to expand eligibility for 
the Survivors’ and Dependents’ Educational 
Assistance program. 

H.J. Res. 96. Joint resolution recognizing 
the contributions of the Christmas tree in-
dustry to the United States economy. 

H.J. Res. 100. Joint resolution making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for the fiscal 
year 2007, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 496. Concurrent resolution 
providing for a conditional adjournment of 
the House of Representatives and a condi-
tional recess or adjournment of the Senate. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The message further announced that 
the Speaker has signed the following 
enrolled bills: 

S. 435. An act to amend the Wild and Sce-
nic Rivers Act to designate a segment of the 
Farmington River and Salmon Brook in the 
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