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Health Center, Inc., and their partners in mak-
ing this dream possible for Laredo and Webb 
County. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have had this 
time to honor the inauguration of the new 
Main Facility of the Gateway Community 
Health Center, Inc., in the city of Laredo in the 
Great State of Texas. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO BRITTANY 
SIMPKINS 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Brittany Simpkins, one of Brook-
lyn’s rising stars. It behooves us to pay tribute 
to this outstanding young woman and I hope 
my colleagues will join me in recognizing her 
impressive service. 

Brittany Simpkins is a very active and gifted 
young woman with a determination to become 
all that she can be. The daughter of Nanette 
Simpkins, Ms. Simpkins is a graduate of Fash-
ion Industries High School and she has a 
deep passion for the creative arts and fashion 
design. She is wonderfully gifted in that area 
and has designed fashionable dresses for 
young ladies. Ms. Simpkins has participated in 
various modeling assignments and provided 
assistance to teachers in her school’s annual 
fashion shows. Recently, she did community 
work with Artmaker, Inc., painting a mural on 
the wall of one of Bedford Stuyvesant’s edifice 
at Nostrand and Green Avenues in Brooklyn, 
portraying famous African American women 
who contributed tremendously to the African 
American community. 

Ms. Simpkins currently attends Baruch Col-
lege in New York City where she majors in 
Business/Marketing. As a dedicated member 
of Berean Baptist Church since the age of 4, 
she has been active with the choir, Girl 
Scouts, and the Ministry of Sacred Dance. Ms. 
Simpkins was recognized by her pastor, con-
gregation and peers as a ‘‘Member of the 
Week.’’ She enjoys working with children from 
the community and her church home and was 
employed by Berean’s Summer Day Camp as 
an assistant teacher. She has also been a 
strong advocate for the cure for breast cancer 
and has demonstrated her concern by partici-
pating in the annual American Cancer Society 
Breast Cancer Walk-A-Thon. 

Ms. Simpkins has received numerous 
awards, namely an art award from the United 
Federation of Teachers, as well as an Incen-
tive Award for her academic studies. In addi-
tion, she has won several medals participating 
on the track team. Ms. Simpkins desires to be-
come one of New York’s greatest entre-
preneurs in fashion design, and she is cur-
rently working on her business logo and devel-
oping her clientele. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that it is incumbent 
on this body to recognize the work of Brittany 
Simpkins. Her deep commitment to her family 
and community makes her most worthy of our 
recognition today. 

HONORING THE FIELD MUSEUM OF 
NATURAL HISTORY 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Field Museum of 
Natural History on its recent award of a 
$10,000 grant from the Illinois Humanities 
Council. This grant helps fund the develop-
ment of public outreach programming related 
to the Halls of the Ancient Americas exhibition. 

The Field Museum is a world-class institu-
tion dedicated to providing outstanding edu-
cational experiences to the millions of people 
who walk through its doors every year. Found-
ed as the Columbian Museum of Chicago in 
1893, the Field Museum’s original goal was, 
‘‘accumulation and dissemination of knowl-
edge, and the preservation and exhibition of 
objects illustrating art, archaeology, science 
and history.’’ The Field Museum continues the 
same goals and objectives today, continuing 
its commitment to preservation and education. 

The Field Museum is so much more than a 
museum, it is a world class education and re-
search facility; the Field Museum also boasts 
an impressive 250,000 piece natural history 
collection. In addition, this wonderful institution 
is committed to giving back to the community 
through outstanding learning opportunities and 
important research. 

I am proud that the Field Museum calls Chi-
cago home. Its impressive exhibits and collec-
tions have the ability to educate the people of 
both Chicago and the world. With important 
education programs such as the Halls of the 
Ancient Americas, the Field Museum has the 
ability to instruct those who walk through its 
doors on their heritage, culture and history. 

Once again I would like congratulate the 
Field Museum on receiving the grant from the 
Illinois Humanities Council. The Field Museum 
has served and will continue to serve both 
Chicago and the Nation for decades to come. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. CURTIS J. 
MITCHELL’S 20 YEARS OF SERVICE 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Dr. Curtis J. Mitchell’s 20 years of serv-
ice to the people of Sacramento as pastor of 
Antioch Progressive Church. Over the week-
end of October 7th and 8th Dr. Mitchell’s pa-
rishioners, family and friends will gather to rec-
ognize his good work. I ask all my colleagues 
to join me in honoring one of Sacramento’s 
finest leaders. 

For over 30 years Pastor Mitchell has been 
in the gospel ministry in various locations 
across our Nation. He has earned a Doctorate 
of Philosophy and Master of Ministry from 
Trinity Theological Seminary in Newburg, Indi-
ana, graduating Summa Cum Laude. 

His tireless work on behalf of the Sac-
ramento community has been surpassed by 

few. Since coming to Sacramento, Pastor 
Mitchell has turned Antioch Progressive 
Church into a pillar of the community by offer-
ing a welcoming spiritual environment and a 
wide range of needed services to area resi-
dents. Since the church was established, the 
immediate neighborhood has greatly improved 
its well-being and spirit. 

The church’s motto, ‘‘We Dare to be Dif-
ferent’’ aptly describes their continued service 
to our community. Under Pastor Mitchell’s 
guidance, the church has offered job fairs, 
after school programs and marriage coun-
seling, just to name a few. Every week the 
church’s parishioners give back to the commu-
nity by distributing free food to the most needy 
among us. 

Pastor Mitchell has personally shaped our 
community. He has worked with the Sac-
ramento County Department of Health, the 
Task Force on AIDS, the Board of Directors of 
the Goodwill Industries, and with the Sac-
ramento Police Department in an effort to 
steer kids away from gangs. 

With almost a thousand parishioners, a 
large and beautiful house of worship and 
acres of land for the community to enjoy, Anti-
och Progressive Church has become a staple 
of the Sacramento Community. 

Mr. Speaker, as Pastor Curtis Mitchell, his 
wife Kay, their children and grandchildren 
gather on this momentous occasion, I am hon-
ored to pay tribute to one of Sacramento’s 
most distinguished citizens. His successes 
have been many, and it is an honor for me to 
recognize his twenty years of contributions to 
the people of Sacramento. I ask all my col-
leagues to join me in wishing Pastor Mitchell 
continued success at Antioch Progressive 
Church and in our community. 

f 

HONORING RUTGERS-CAMDEN UNI-
VERSITY ON THE NCAA DIVISION 
III WOMEN’S SOFTBALL CHAM-
PIONSHIP 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Rutgers-Camden University Wom-
en’s Softball Team for winning the NCAA Divi-
sion III Women’s Softball Championship in 
2006. 

The Scarlet Raptors defeated the defending 
champion, the University of St. Thomas, in a 
thrilling 3–2 decision during play at Peace Col-
lege in North Carolina last spring in May 2006. 
This is the first national sports title in Rutgers- 
Camden history, and also the first NCAA title 
for a team sport earned on any Rutgers cam-
pus. 

Mr. Speaker, I celebrate the outstanding 
season of the Rutgers-Camden Women’s Soft-
ball Team. I applaud every member of the 
Scarlet Raptors softball team, as well as 
Coach Carl Taylor and his staff, for this out-
standing accomplishment. I am proud of their 
skill, determination, and fierce competitive-
ness, and thank them for the excitement they 
created for all Rutgers-Camden supporters 
throughout the season. 
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IN CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF 

GERALD LEVERT 

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
celebration of the life of Gerald Levert. On No-
vember 10, 2006, beloved entertainer, father, 
son, brother, and friend Gerald Levert de-
parted this life at the age of 40. Gerald was 
one of the greatest entertainers of our time. 
Known for his silky-smooth vocals and electri-
fying showmanship, Gerald was adored the 
world over and will truly be missed. He was a 
son of the 11th Congressional District of Ohio. 

Born in Philadelphia on July 13, 1966 and 
raised in Cleveland, Gerald is the son of leg-
endary singer Eddie Levert of The O’Jays and 
Martha Levert. Gerald was exposed to music 
at an early age, traveling with his father’s 
band regularly. While attending Shaker 
Heights High School, Gerald formed the group 
LeVert along with his brother Sean and friend 
Mark Gordon. The group would go on to 
record seven albums, four of which were cer-
tified platinum. The albums yielded such mem-
orable hits as ‘‘Pop, Pop Goes My Mind,’’ 
‘‘Casanova,’’ and ‘‘ABC–123.’’ 

In 1991, Gerald launched his solo career 
with the album Private Line which went on to 
be #1 on the R&B charts. It was during this 
time that he began writing and producing 
songs for other artists including Stephanie 
Mills, James Ingram, Teddy Pendergrass, and 
even The O’Jays. Gerald earned a Grammy 
nomination for his work on Barry White’s 1995 
hit ‘‘Practice What You Preach,’’ and helped 
launch the careers of many Cleveland-area 
R&B groups including Men At Large and the 
Rude Boyz. 

Some of Gerald’s most memorable works 
were his collaborations with his father Eddie 
Levert. In 1992 they recorded the #1 R&B sin-
gle ‘‘Baby Hold On To Me’’ and later in 1995 
recorded the album Father & Son which 
topped the R&B charts. Gerald and Eddie al-
lowed the old school generation and the hip- 
hop generation to have a meeting of the 
minds that ultimately produced beautiful music 
for all to enjoy. 

Affectionately known as the ‘‘teddy bear’’ of 
the music industry, Gerald carried himself with 
a gentle kindness. He always would greet you 
with a smile and was a friend to all he en-
countered. News reports of Gerald’s death 
talked about his recent trip to South Africa 
with his father. They reported that he and his 
father were well received throughout the coun-
try and treated like kings. Gerald was our king 
and his legacy of love and zest for life will for-
ever live in our hearts. 

On behalf of the Congress of the United 
States and the citizens of the 11th Congres-
sional District of Ohio, I would like to offer my 
sincerest condolences to the family and 
friends of Gerald Levert. On a personal note, 
I cherish the times I was in cities when he was 
on the road and Gerald recognized me as his 
Congresswoman and gave me my own teddy 
bear. I also will never forget the last time we 
spent together in New York during the induc-
tion of The O’Jays into the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame and Museum. 

TRIBUTE TO JUDGE GEORGE P. 
KAZEN 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Judge George P. Kazen as a recipient 
of the 2006 Longhorn Legacy Awards, given 
to him on October 5th, 2006 by the Laredo 
Chapter of the University of Texas Ex-Stu-
dents Association. 

Judge Kazen received his law degree with 
honors from the University of Texas School of 
Law in 1961, and thus began a long, accom-
plished career in law. Shortly after graduation, 
he served a term as a briefing attorney for the 
Texas Supreme Court, entered the United 
States Air Force as a JAG officer, and was 
awarded the Air Force Commendation Medal 
in 1965. He returned back to the city of La-
redo in 1965 where he practiced law until he 
was appointed by President Jimmy Carter to 
become United States District Judge in 1979 
for the Southern District of Texas. The South-
ern District of Texas includes divisions in 
Houston, Galveston, Victoria, Laredo, Corpus 
Christi, McAllen, and Brownsville. Judge 
Kazen also is a member of the FISA Court 
based in Washington, DC. 

He has received a number of accolades and 
awards such as the Dean Leon Green Award 
from the Texas Law Review Association in 
1998, the Samuel Pessarra Award for Out-
standing Jurist from the Texas Bar Association 
in 2004, and the Mr. South Texas Award in 
2000. He is extensively involved in several 
legal and civic organizations such as the Fifth 
Circuit District Judges’ Association, the Laredo 
Civic Music Association, the Boys and Girls 
Club of Laredo, and the St. Augustine-Ursuline 
Board. He served as a member of the Laredo 
Community College Board of Trustees from 
1972 to 1979 and has lectured at various legal 
and judicial seminars throughout the country. 

Judge Kazen has been married to the won-
derful Barbara Ann Kazen for 44 years since 
1962 and has four children and seven grand-
children. He is a member of the Blessed Sac-
rament Church, where he is president of the 
Parish Council and is a lector and eucharistic 
minister. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have had this 
time to recognize the dedication of Judge 
George P. Kazen to the city of Laredo and to 
promoting the University of Texas at Austin as 
one of its most accomplished alumni mem-
bers. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO CARL JAMESON 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Carl Jameson, a distinguished 
citizen of Brooklyn, NY. It behooves us to pay 
tribute to this outstanding man and I hope my 
colleagues will join me in recognizing his im-
pressive service. 

Mr. Jameson retired after 24 years of serv-
ice as a police officer with the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority. He served in the 
United States Marine Corps from 1960 to 
1970. While serving, Mr. Jameson was called 
upon to provide instruction and enlist men in 
the physical therapy programs. Mr. Jameson 
was also heavily involved with the All-Marine 
Judo Team. He toured 22 countries as captain 
of the team and received his second degree 
black belt in 1969. For the past 18 years, Mr. 
Jameson has been participating in the New 
York State Police Olympics. He has won sev-
eral bronze and silver medals for cycling and 
track and field. In 1974, Mr. Jameson started 
the Union United Methodist Self Defense 
School. By 1985, he had awarded 150 black 
belts to students. This community outreach 
program was started to foster good minds and 
strong bodies for local youth. Mr. Jameson 
currently serves as the Imperial director of the 
Imperial Bicycle Department of the Prince Hall 
Masonic Temple. 

Mr. Jameson is currently employed as a 
customs enforcement officer with the United 
States Customs Border Protection. He has 
also volunteered extensively with the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency on search 
and recovery missions. Mr. Jameson has 
worked in the Disaster Recovery Centers of 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Mississippi and Ala-
bama in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. 

Born in Brooklyn, NY, Carl Jameson is a 
product of the New York public school system 
and he remains a part of the Brooklyn commu-
nity today. Mr. Jameson received his asso-
ciate in applied science degree in physical 
therapy from LaGuardia Community College 
and his bachelor of arts degree from the Col-
lege of New Rochelle. He also did post-bacca-
laureate work at Queens College. 

Mr. Jameson is a member of Greater Mt. 
Pleasant Baptist Church, where he serves as 
a trustee and member of three choirs. Mr. 
Jameson has been married to his lovely wife 
Ella for the past 43 years and is the proud fa-
ther of four. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that it is incumbent 
on this body to recognize the work of Carl 
Jameson. His deep commitment to service 
and community makes him most worthy of our 
recognition today. 

f 

HONORING THE FRANK LLOYD 
WRIGHT PRESERVATION TRUST 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Frank Lloyd Wright 
Preservation Trust. The American Association 
of Museums recently conferred accreditation 
on the Frank Lloyd Wright Preservation Trust. 
Accreditation is a prestigious honor; it is the 
highest national recognition of a museum’s 
commitment to professional museum stand-
ards, accountability, public service, and excel-
lence in education. 

The Frank Lloyd Wright Preservation Trust 
works tirelessly to preserve both Wright’s 
home and studio as well as the Frederick C. 
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