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RECOGNIZING JOHN FINERTY’S 25 

YEARS OF SERVICE ON THE 
COMMISSION ON SECURITY AND 
COOPERATION IN EUROPE 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
today I am pleased o pay tribute to John 
Finerty for his 25 years of faithful service to 
the Commission on Security and Cooperation 
in Europe, the Helsinki Commission. John 
began his work as a member of the profes-
sional staff on November 8, 1981, just 6 years 
after the signing of the Helsinki Final Act, a 
period marked by ruthless Soviet repression 
and widespread violations of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. 

Driven by a passion for upholding the dig-
nity of the downtrodden, John devoted himself 
to documenting the cases of political prisoners 
and prisoners of conscience cast into the So-
viet gulag or banished because of their beliefs. 
His career at the Commission began in the 
aftermath of the Soviet invasion of Afghani-
stan, a situation he followed closely. He also 
focused on the plight of Soviet Jewry, abuse 
of psychiatry and use of slave labor in the 
USSR, the persecution of human rights de-
fenders, and repression of religious believers. 
His determined efforts were undertaken for 
well-known dissidents and the unknown alike 
without distinction. The resolution of hundreds 
of Soviet human rights cases were brought 
about in no small measure as a result of 
John’s diligence. 

The end of the Cold War brought new chal-
lenges and opportunities and once again 
John’s talents proved invaluable to me and my 
fellow Commissioners as freedom began to 
take root in the former Soviet Union and the 
subjugation of the Baltic States came to an 
end. Throughout the turbulent transition, John 
remained focused on promoting peaceful 
democratic change while continuing his vigi-
lant defense of human rights. He was part of 
the first teams to monitor elections in the 
former USSR. While the conflict in Chechnya 
has faded from the focus of many, John has 
not been willing to forget its victims. Similarly, 
he has helped draw attention to those who 
have fallen victim to terrorists in places like 
Beslan. 

Mr. Speaker, in this year when we observe 
the 13th anniversary of the Helsinki Commis-
sion, as a long-serving Commissioner and Co- 
Chairman, I am pleased to recognize and 
commend John Finerty for his faithful service 
and tireless defense of human rights and dig-
nity. 
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HONORING CHIEF TERRENCE P. 
LIPINSKI OF THE BRIDGEVIEW 
FIRE DEPARTMENT ON HIS RE-
TIREMENT 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Chief Terrence P. Lipinski of the 

Bridgeview Fire Department, in recognition of 
his retirement, after 30 years of dedicated 
service. Chief Lipinski has been an invaluable 
asset to the fire and emergency management 
community in the United States and we are 
forever grateful for his passion, wisdom, and 
guidance. 

Terrence Lipinski began his career with the 
Bridgeview Fire Department as a firefighter, 
rising to the ranks of lieutenant and shift com-
mander before becoming chief. He has served 
as chief for over a decade, while simulta-
neously taking on other state and national 
leadership roles. 

During his career, Chief Lipinski has been 
president of the Bridgeview ETSB Board, 
president and vice president of the MABAS Di-
vision 21 Chief’s Board, a trustee for the 
Bridgeview Fireman’s Pension Fund, and a 
member of the Illinois Fire Chiefs Association 
Executive Board. During times of devastation 
and disaster, as in the aftermaths of the tor-
nado in Utica, IL and Hurricane Katrina, Chief 
Lipinski has responded as a member of the 
first command incident team. He has also as-
sisted in establishing a mutual aid system in 
Texas and, recently, the State of Illinois ap-
pointed him as a lead coordinator for a state-
wide exercise. Currently, Chief Lipinski is vice 
president of the Mutual Aid Box Alarm System 
and serves on the Region 7 EMS Advisory 
Board, the Christ Advocate EMS Advisory 
Board, and the Moraine Valley Community 
College Fire Education Advisory Board. 

It is my honor today to recognize Chief Ter-
rence P. Lipinski. After 30 years, the 
Bridgeview Fire Department is privileged to 
have had his dedication, determination, and 
impeccable service. Chief Lipinski’s contribu-
tions, insights, and hard-work have truly made 
our great nation a better place to live. I wish 
him the very best in retirement and congratu-
late him on his accomplishments. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO PAUL C. 
FISHER 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of my good friend Paul C. Fish-
er, who passed away on Friday, October 20, 
2006. 

Paul was a genius and a dreamer, an advo-
cate of the scientific technique in social 
sciences and a philosopher. Paul is most well 
known for his invention of the ‘‘space pen’’, 
which was first used by NASA on Apollo 7 in 
1968. Paul was the recipient of the Governor’s 
Distinguished Nevada Business Award in 
1989. As a result of his marketing and manu-
facturing efforts, Paul was presented with the 
Governor’s Industrial Appreciation Award as 
Exporter of the Year in 1996 by Nevada’s 
Governor Bob Miller. 

Paul was also a public servant. He was an 
outstanding example of a civic and community 
minded person that I had the privilege of 
knowing and interacting with during his many 
years as a resident of southern Nevada. 
Throughout the years, Paul demonstrated his 

passion and pride for both his community and 
country. Having twice run for the President of 
the United States, he was a strong advocate 
of economic and tax reforms to better the lives 
of our Nation’s poor. Paul also ran for U.S. 
Congress in Nevada in 1986 and in Illinois in 
1954. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor the life of 
my good friend Paul C. Fisher. He dedicated 
his life to the pursuit of ideas that would help 
improve conditions for mankind. I applaud all 
his efforts; he was truly a distinguished hu-
manitarian and will be profoundly missed. 
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TRIBUTE TO MRS. ETHEL MINOR 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mrs. Ethel Minor, the outgoing President 
of the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People (NAACP), for her 14 
years of service to the San Antonio Chapter of 
the NAACP. 

Ms. Minor was born on November 26, 1922 
in the City of San Antonio in the State of 
Texas. She attended Prairie View A&M Uni-
versity and majored in Business Administration 
at St. Mary’s University in San Antonio, Texas. 
She then began her 35 years of service to 
Kelly Air Force Base as an Equal Employment 
Opportunity Specialist in the Black Employ-
ment Program, fighting for equal treatment of 
employees at the Kelly Air Force Base until 
her retirement in 1980. 

Ms. Minor was involved in the civil rights 
marches and protests throughout Bexar Coun-
ty during the turbulent 1960s, was elected to 
the San Antonio Branch of the NAACP in 
1987, and served for 10 consecutive years 
from 1987 to 1996, and 4 years from 2003– 
2006. Under her remarkable leadership, the 
San Antonio Branch of the NAACP succeeded 
with the voter registration drives. She also pro-
moted the education of the African-American 
youth, advocated for the local African-Amer-
ican community, and organized the San Anto-
nio Annual Martin Luther King Day March 
Celebration, which has become the largest an-
nual civil rights celebration in the entire Nation 
with over 100,000 attendees. 

In addition to her work as the first female 
President of the San Antonio Branch of the 
NAACP, Ms. Minor is extensively involved in 
many community service and educational or-
ganizations including the Centennial, Scholar-
ship, and Diversity Committees at St. Philip’s 
College, the National Coalition of 100 Black 
Women, and the National Council of Negro 
Women. She was the first black PTA Presi-
dent at Brackenridge High School, a Member 
of the District Educational Improvement Coun-
cil (DEIC) in the East Central School District, 
and the Program and Nominating Chair of the 
International Training and Communication ITC. 
She has received numerous honors and 
awards such as: the Yellow Rose of Texas 
which was given to her by then-Governor 
Mark White, the Key to the City of New Orle-
ans, the Friend of Education Award from 
American Federation of Teachers, Top Ladies 
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