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of Distinction Spirit Award, and the Martin Lu-
ther King Award. She was also an inductee 
into the Women’s Hall of Fame and has been 
presented several awards by the local 
branches and the state chapter of the NAACP 
as well involved in the religious community at 
the Antioch Baptist Church where she remains 
a devoted member. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to recognize the 
passion Ms. Minor has demonstrated in ad-
vancing the civil rights of the African-American 
community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RUTH D. HUNT 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Ruth D. Hunt, a distinguished 
citizen of Brooklyn, NY. It behooves us to pay 
tribute to this outstanding woman and I hope 
my colleagues will join me in recognizing her 
impressive service. 

Ruth D. Hunt is the director of Marketing 
and Outreach for the New York City Health 
and Hospital Corporation North Brooklyn 
Health Network. She has greatly improved the 
public image of the network, expanded part-
nerships and promoted health services. Last 
year, Ms. Hunt coordinated and provided over 
300 community outreach health events in 
Brooklyn and screened over 15,000 partici-
pants. 

Ms. Hunt is an accomplished manager and 
developer. She has an extensive background 
in special events planning, fundraising and 
has coordinated major events with the Jackie 
Robinson Foundation, the Doll League, Inc: 
Women and AIDS Resource Network, Meharry 
Alumni Association and the National Associa-
tion of Health Services Executives. Ms. Hunt 
has also had an extensive career in fashion. 
She has modeled professionally for more than 
100 New York City fashion designers and 
manufacturers and has graced countless run-
ways, showrooms and trade-shows. She 
founded Ruth Hunt Associates in 1988. The 
mission of the company is to help build self- 
esteem by teaching clients how to look, act 
and speak their best to achieve career ad-
vancement. 

Ms. Hunt is most proud of working with Ra-
chel Robinson during the inception of the 
Jackie Robinson Foundation. She served as 
the foundation coordinator and implemented 
the production of four major Jazz concerts. 
Under the guidance of her mentor, Mrs. Rob-
inson, Ms. Hunt administered and creatively 
established the historical collection of Jackie 
Robinson’s life and career. This collection later 
became a traveling exhibition that was spon-
sored by the Coca-Cola Company. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that it is incumbent 
on this body to recognize the work of Ruth D. 
Hunt. Her deep commitment to her community 
makes her most worthy of our recognition 
today. 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 10TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE TEXAS 
MOTOR SPEEDWAY 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Texas Motor Speedway for 
celebrating 10 successful years of racing. The 
facility is located in the heart of north Texas, 
between Fort Worth and Denton in the 26th 
District of Texas. 

The Texas Motor Speedway has hosted 
several NASCAR, Indy Racing League, and 
other prestigious motor sport races since its 
inaugural year in 1997. Millions of enthusiastic 
fans have flocked to enjoy the modern racing 
and entertainment facilities at one of the fast-
est tracks in the Nation. 

The Texas Motor Speedway has a tremen-
dous impact on the north Texas economy by 
bringing millions of dollars to businesses, ho-
tels, restaurants, and attractions in the area. 
The Speedway continues to exceed pre-
dictions of its regional economic impact each 
year. 

As an avid racing fan, I regularly attend 
events at the Texas Motor Speedway. I am 
pleased to have such a fine facility in the 
North Texas community, and I proudly boast 
of its accomplishments on my congressional 
Web site. In addition to hosting races, the 
Texas Motor Speedway also supports a num-
ber of worthy charities in the north Texas com-
munity. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the Texas Motor 
Speedway for 10 distinguished years of serv-
ing the racing and Texas communities. I look 
forward to many more. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO SENATOR SERGIO 
DE GREGORIO 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor our colleague from the Republic 
of Italy, the Honorable Sergio De Gregorio. 

Senator De Gregorio was elected Senator of 
the Republic of Italy on April 10, 2006. As 
President of the Defense Committee for the 
Republic of Italy, Senator De Gregorio is one 
of the most important national security officials 
in one of our most important allied states. 

Prior to his election to the Senate, Mr. De 
Gregorio served as a pioneering journalist who 
produced many important reports on orga-
nized crime, various wars and conflicts in al-
most every corner of the world. He further es-
tablished his international credentials during 
his tenure as Assistant to European Par-
liament, a position he held until 2004. 

Mr. Speaker, the city of Philadelphia is 
proud to host Senator De Gregorio and 15 dis-
tinguished Italian delegates, including four 
members of his committee: Hon. Paolo 
Guzzanti; Hon. Filippo Berselli; Hon. Calogero 
Mannino; and Hon. Gianni Nieddu, as well as 

Princess Josephine Pritchard Borghese and 
Hon. Salvatore Ferrigno, to Philadelphia for a 
four-day tour of the city and its various Italian 
American businesses, factories and importers. 
Their visit will also include three events to 
raise funds for the construction of an Italian 
American Cultural Center to be located in 
Northeast Philadelphia. 

The Republic of Italy has long been a criti-
cally important ally in the fight against ter-
rorism and against organized crime. As a 
member of the House Armed Services Com-
mittee, I am pleased that this important dele-
gation will be touring defense facilities in my 
District. And, as a son of Italy, I am equally 
proud that they will be doing so much to help 
us create the Italian American Cultural Center. 
I know that all of my colleagues will join me 
in welcoming them to the United States. 
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TRIBUTE TO BISHOP-ELECT 
RANDALL E. HOLTS 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to pay tribute to Bishop-Elect Randall E. 
Holts on the occasion of his recent election 
and appointment as Bishop last Sunday, No-
vember 12, 2006. He is currently serving as 
the senior Pastor of the New Hope Missionary 
Baptist Church of Miami. 

Deeply devoted to his vocation, Bishop 
Holts has spearheaded many spiritual revival 
symposia that have enlightened the commu-
nity through his insightful theological teachings 
and preaching of God’s Word. Guided by the 
motto, ‘‘Building Strong Families for the 21st 
Century,’’ he has admirably paved the way for 
a clearer understanding and deeper commit-
ment on the part of his Congregation toward 
the Sacred Scriptures. 

In 1997, he formed a leadership team that 
focused on the emergence of the ‘‘New Hope 
Development Center, Inc.,’’ a 501c3 non-profit 
corporation, to ensure self-sufficiency of fami-
lies through economic empowerment to en-
hance the quality of life of both Church mem-
bers and other people from surrounding neigh-
borhoods. Indeed, it is fitting and proper to 
give praise to Almighty God for blessing this 
Church with the longevity of Bishop-Elect 
Holt’s service to his Congregation, and to all 
those who seek comfort and solace in its 
Church Sanctuary. 

A native of Miami, Florida, Bishop-Elect 
Holts obtained his early education from the 
Miami-Dade County Public Schools and went 
on to get his Bachelor’s degree in 1976 from 
the University of Florida’s School of Business 
majoring in Banking and Finance. He worked 
in the banking profession for the next 20 
years, for which he obtained praise and tribute 
from his colleagues. As he retired from his 
professional banking ventures, he committed 
his full-time service as Pastor of the New 
Hope Missionary Baptist Church. He now also 
serves on the Board of Directors for North 
Shore Medical Center, as well as on the Col-
lective Banking Group of Miami-Dade & Vicin-
ity, and other community-based organizations. 
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He is married to Prophetess Sharlene 

Denise Holts and has been blessed in this 
Holy Matrimony for over 30 years. Three chil-
dren were born out of this happy union— 
Shontel, Ericka and Randall II—along with two 
grandsons, Jaelyn and Justin. He has led his 
Church with a good mixture of old-time religion 
and civic responsibility that continues to 
strengthen the members, not only to become 
spiritual and moral leaders, but also respon-
sible and conscientious guardians of good 
government and civic pride. 

Indeed, his inspiring leadership is genuinely 
admirable. As a servant of God and as a spir-
itual leader he has earned the community’s 
deepest respect. This is the legacy with which 
he now guides his Church, and I extend to 
him my heartfelt congratulations. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO E. STEVEN 
SMITH 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of E. Steven Smith, who passed 
away on Monday, October 16, 2006. 

Dr. Smith, a leader in forensic dentistry, was 
the founding dean of the UNLV School of 
Dental Medicine, the first dental school in the 
State of Nevada. He oversaw the school’s 
founding from 1999 until 2002, when the first 
students entered the school. 

When he moved to Las Vegas to lead the 
dental school, Dr. Smith began volunteering 
his time and expertise with the Clark County 
coroner’s office in examining dental records. 
His efforts often provided closure for family 
members who may otherwise not have know 
the fate of a missing loved one. 

Dr. Smith was also the founder of the 
Crackdown on Cancer Initiative. This body 
would travel to schools throughout Nevada to 
warn students about the effects of tobacco on 
the mouth, providing an invaluable public serv-
ice. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor the life of 
E. Steven Smith. Under his leadership, Ne-
vada now has a world class institution for 
Dental Medicine education. His amalgamation 
of professional success and community activ-
ism is exemplary. He will be greatly missed. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MAYOR WAL-
TER CONWAY UPON BEING 
NAMED ‘‘CITIZEN OF THE YEAR’’ 
BY THE DELAWARE WATER GAP 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to pay tribute to Mr. 
Walter Conway, mayor of Delaware Water 
Gap, Monroe County, Pennsylvania. 

Mayor Conway has been named ‘‘Citizen of 
the Year’’ by the Delaware Water Gap Cham-

ber of Commerce and will be honored at an 
award dinner Tuesday, October 17, at the 
Water Gap Country Club. 

A graduate of St. Joseph’s University in 
Philadelphia, Mayor Conway and his wife, 
Cathy, have two children, Cathleen Conway 
and Mrs. Wendy Scott. 

Mayor Conway is a veteran of the United 
States Army, having served in Vietnam where 
he distinguished himself and was the recipient 
of numerous medals and commendations. 

Mayor Conway began his community in-
volvement in Delaware Water Gap in 1997 as 
a member of the Planning Commission. He 
has been chairman of the Planning Commis-
sion since June, 2004. During this time, he 
has been instrumental in revising numerous 
zoning ordinances. 

Mayor Conway is active in the Delaware 
Water Gap Chamber of Commerce and is the 
backbone of the current annual golf tour-
nament. He also sponsors a Mayor’s Cup Golf 
Tournament. 

Mayor Conway has obtained over $485,000 
in grant money for the borough and other re-
lated organizations, such as the Antoine Dutot 
Museum, the police department and the fire 
department. 

And even though he resides in the bor-
ough’s flood zone, he is well known for help-
ing his neighbors even before he works on his 
own home. He also coordinates all flood re-
covery efforts. 

He was a past member and president of the 
Kittatiny Lions Club. He is currently a veteran 
member of the Kiwanis Club. He served as Lt. 
Governor for Division 17 in 1993 for the Penn-
sylvania District of Kiwanis International. He 
was also a recipient of the Pennsylvania 
Kiwanis International Keystone Award. 

For the past 15 years, he has been involved 
with golf tournament fund raising for the 
Geisinger Children’s Heart Program. He is 
also active with the Children’s Miracle Net-
work. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Mayor Conway on this happy occasion. 
His commitment and service to the Borough of 
Delaware Water Gap has greatly enriched the 
quality of life in that community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE VAQUEROS 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, whereas, the 
Vaqueros are the true original cowboys of 
south Texas, and they were an essential part 
of the early ranching industry in Jim Hogg 
County. 

Whereas, Vaqueros were renowned for their 
exemplary ranching and stock-handling skills, 
which were needed for the development of 
ranches and without them, the ranching indus-
try would not have developed to the State it is 
today. 

Whereas, the skills and the ranching prac-
tices shown by the vaqueros have left a last-
ing impact on modern ranching. The equip-
ment of the vaquero—saddle, chaps, ban-
dana, lasso, and spurs—has become the 
standard gear of all Texas cowboys. 

Whereas, the first ranches founded in the 
area with the help of the vaqueros were 
Randado, Las Noriacitas, Las Animas, San 
Antonio Viejo, Las Emamadas, Las Viboritas, 
El Baluarte, and San Javier. Some of these 
ranches are still held by descendants of the 
original owners such as Randado, which was 
visited by General Robert E. Lee during the 
Civil War. 

Whereas, ranching remains one of the vital 
elements of the economy in Jim Hogg County, 
and the city of Hebbronville is located on the 
land that once was a part of the Las 
Noriacitas Ranch. W.R. Hebbron, the town’s 
namesake, established the city along the route 
of the Texas Mexican Railway in 1883. 

Be it hereby resolved, That Congressman 
HENRY CUELLAR, in representing the 28th Con-
gressional District of the State of Texas, com-
mends the City of Hebbronville on its celebra-
tion of the history of the vaquero on November 
4, 2006. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PATRICIA WILLIAMS 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Patricia Williams, a community 
leader and entrepreneur. It behooves us to 
pay tribute to this outstanding woman and I 
hope my colleagues will join me in recognizing 
her impressive service. 

Born to the Honorable Kathryn Williams and 
the late James Williams, Patricia Williams 
credits living and growing up in evolving 
neighborhoods like Harlem, Bedford 
Stuyvesant and East New York as an inspira-
tion to work for social and economical change. 

Ms. Williams knows hard work is an invest-
ment. She currently is the President/CEO of 
Ecotech Enterprises, Inc., a firm she estab-
lished to provide consultant services to gov-
ernment agencies, private sector corporations, 
and small, minority-owned business enter-
prises. In the past, Ms. Williams provided 
community outreach and event planning for 
the Brooklyn Museum of Art Construction 
Project. She has delivered bottom line serv-
ices such as marketing and sales to well 
known small businesses and she provides 
fundraising and workshop development assist-
ance to several non-profits. Ms. Williams has 
been called upon as a panelist and guest 
speaker on numerous occasions and is con-
sidered an authority on business development. 

Prior to starting her own consulting firm, Ms. 
Williams was executive Director of the Minority 
Business Opportunity Center under the U.S. 
Department of Commerce, Minority Business 
Development Agency where she provided 
business services to more than 70,000 minor-
ity/women-owned and small businesses. As 
senior Administrator of Equal Employment Op-
portunity and Diversity for Morse Diesel Inter-
national, she successfully implemented poli-
cies to ensure 100 million dollars of con-
tracting opportunities for minority-owned and 
small businesses where she exceeded labor 
force and contracting goals set for women and 
minority skilled workers at JFK Airport’s Ter-
minal 4 construction project. She was Senior 
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