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State University and Mr. Eckert received his 
bachelor of science in civil engineering from 
Penn State University. Between the three 
founders, they have 127 years of combined 
engineering experience. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating these three talented men who have dis-
tinguished themselves in the engineering 
world as well as in their northeastern Pennsyl-
vania community. Their commitment to excel-
lence and professionalism has benefited ev-
eryone associated with Quad Three Group 
and has contributed to improving the quality of 
life in the entire region. 
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TRIBUTE TO FIREFIGHTER PHIL 
PFISTER 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate and honor one of my constitu-
ents, Charleston firefighter Phil Pfister on be-
coming the World’s Strongest Man. 

This award was bestowed after a long and 
arduous competition amongst 25 athletes from 
around the world. The 10-day contest in 
Sanya, China included events such as bus 
pulls, car pushes, stone lifts, and tire turns. 

Mr. Pfister, is the first American to win this 
competition in 24 years. After trailing in the 
early events, Mr. Pfister focused his strength, 
discipline, and determination to win the final 
five events leading him to the title. His hard 
work and dedication during training certainly 
paid off. 

Nonetheless, after all his glory of winning 
this prestigious competition, Mr. Pfister re-
turned to West Virginia a few days later and 
promptly resumed his daily work of protecting 
our wonderful city of Charleston as a fire-
fighter. 

I am proud to honor Mr. Pfister for his ac-
complishments in the World’s Strongest Man 
competition and his dedication to the Charles-
ton community through his service as a fire-
man. West Virginia is truly fortunate to have 
him as a Mountaineer. 
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CONGRATULATING KEN SMITH ON 
HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE 
SANTA ROSA COUNTY SCHOOL 
BOARD 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate and pay tribute to Ken 
Smith, who is retiring from the Santa Rosa 
County School Board after 28 years of serv-
ice. Mr. Smith’s dedication to his community 
and the education of its children is profound 
and commendable. 

Mr. Smith was born in Bagdad, Florida. He 
first got active in the school system in Santa 
Rosa County when he volunteered at his chil-
dren’s schools as a PTA member. After serv-

ing as PTA president at Oakhurst Elementary, 
he was elected to his first term on the Santa 
Rosa County School Board in 1978. He is cur-
rently the second longest serving School 
board member in the State of Florida, having 
served with 17 board members and 3 super-
intendents. He has held the positions of chair-
man and vice chairman of the board 7 times 
each. 

Through the years, Mr. Smith has served on 
several board committees, most notably the 
Vocational Committee, working with the State 
to acquire the Locklin Technical Center, the 
first and only vocational center located in 
Santa Rosa County. He has also been active 
in the Lions Club, Optimist Club, and the Fer-
ris Hill Baptist Church. 

Mr. Smith’s effort to better Santa Rosa 
County schools is admirable. His devotion to 
the education of the children of his community 
is inspirational. I congratulate him on his ac-
complishments and his retirement. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO PRIVATE 
FIRST CLASS PHILLIP B. WIL-
LIAMS 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of United States Army PFC Phil-
lip B. Williams who was killed on October 9, 
2006, in Baghdad, Iraq, while serving in Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom. 

Private First Class Williams was assigned to 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 
4th Brigade Troops Battalion, 101st Airborne 
Infantry Division, Fort Campbell, Kentucky. 
During his service, Private First Class Willams 
was decorated with the National Defense 
Service Medal, the Iraq Campaign Medal, the 
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, and 
the Army Service Ribbon. For his bravery on 
October 9th, Private First Class Williams was 
posthumously awarded the Bronze Star, the 
Purple Heart, the Army Good Conduct Medal, 
the Overseas Service Ribbon, and the Combat 
Action Badge. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor the life of 
United States Army PFC Phillip B. Williams. 
Private First Class Williams made the ultimate 
sacrifice for his country while defending de-
mocracy and freedom. He was a true patriot 
who served the United States of America with 
valor and courage. I am saddened by his loss 
and I extend my deepest sympathies to his 
family. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF COLLEGE OF THE 
OZARKS 

HON. ROY BLUNT 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay honor 
to an institution celebrating its centennial mile-
stone this month. College of the Ozarks is an 

institution of higher learning that for many 
years was known as ‘‘The School that Runs 
on Faith.’’ This small Christian college, located 
in the hills near Branson and Hollister, Mis-
souri, has seen its share of struggle and tri-
umphs. But central to the College is its mis-
sion of providing a Christian education to 
young people from the Ozarks who are de-
serving, yet financially unable to procure such 
training. 

Originally, the purpose of the School of the 
Ozarks, also known by its students and grad-
uates as ‘‘Hardwork U,’’ was to provide an op-
portunity for a high school education. This 
mission was pursued without significant 
change until 1956, when The School of the 
Ozarks added 2 years of junior college to the 
4-year high school program. This format con-
tinued until 1964 when the Board of Trustees 
and the faculty voted to expand the 2-year 
program into a 4-year liberal arts program. 
The 4-year college program of the School of 
the Ozarks began classes for juniors in Sep-
tember 1965. In 1990, the Board of Trustees 
approved changing the operating name of the 
School of the Ozarks to ‘‘College of the 
Ozarks.’’ 

The distinctive tradition of the work program 
and the college’s commitment to its five-fold 
mission of academic, spiritual, cultural, voca-
tional, and patriotic growth in its students has 
attracted and continues to attract famous 
guests, including U.S. Presidents and First La-
dies, U.S. Commanding Generals, Prime Min-
isters, and other dignitaries who recognize its 
uniqueness. Today, the college offers degrees 
in 34 academic areas, and student enrollment 
is approximately 1,400. 

More than ever, our country needs young 
men and women with these values to serve as 
leaders. Dr. R.M. Good, who led the school 
during the Depression years once said, ‘‘In-
vestments in humanity bring substantial and 
sure dividends.’’ This is why the college has a 
renewed commitment this centennial year to 
continue its worthy, distinct mission—a tradi-
tion that works. It is these things—a respect 
for and appreciation of our roots and work tra-
dition, as well as the prospect of a promising 
future—that College of the Ozarks will cele-
brate throughout its centennial year. 

I want to wish College of the Ozarks an-
other 100 years of service to the region, edu-
cating and inspiring students with a curriculum 
that emphasizes character, faith and excel-
lence. 

f 

FARM RESERVOIR ACT 

HON. TERRY EVERETT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2006 

Mr. EVERETT. Mr. Speaker, I am intro-
ducing legislation today, along with my col-
leagues Representatives JO BONNER and MIKE 
ROGERS, to assist American farmers in dealing 
with drought conditions and enable them to in-
crease their farm productivity. The need for 
on-the-farm drought management has become 
increasingly evident as farmers and the gov-
ernment struggle to keep ahead of the effects 
of Mother Nature. In recent years, droughts 
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