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SENATE—Thursday, November 16, 2006 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable JOHN 
E. SUNUNU, a Senator from the State of 
New Hampshire. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, give us Your wisdom 

when our vision fails, our under-
standing is darkened, and the ways of 
life seem difficult. Deepen our faith 
when our sight is dim. Guide our 
thoughts when we lack understanding. 

Bless our Senators. Infuse them with 
quiet confidence and patient trust in 
You. Reinforce their courage with the 
knowledge of Your loving providence. 
When they are frustrated, remind them 
that You are still holding things to-
gether. 

We pray in Your holy Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable JOHN E. SUNUNU led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. STEVENS). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, November 16, 2006. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable JOHN E. SUNUNU, a 
Senator from the State of New Hampshire, 
to perform the duties of the Chair. 

TED STEVENS, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. SUNUNU thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I again 
want to congratulate the new leader-
ship in the Senate for the 110th Con-

gress. Democrats 2 days ago elected 
their leadership and the Republicans 
yesterday elected our leadership. A lot 
of planning is underway for the 110th 
Congress. As everyone knows, we have 
before us the objective of finishing the 
business of the 109th Congress, both 
over the course of today and possibly 
tomorrow, and then in a period that 
will begin the week of December 4, and 
possibly continue into the week fol-
lowing that. Both the Democratic lead-
er and I have outlined what we have to 
accomplish. It is still a very long list 
in terms of appropriations bills, in 
terms of the United States-India nu-
clear agreement, in terms of poten-
tially other trade agreements. We have 
tax extenders and a whole range of 
issues. 

The Democratic leader and I will go 
into a quorum call very shortly and we 
will finalize the plan for today. But as 
we stated yesterday, before we leave 
this week—either tomorrow or we 
could finish later tonight—we do need 
to finish the United States-India nu-
clear agreement. We talked yesterday 
in our own conference about the impor-
tance of that particular piece of legis-
lation, legislation that all our col-
leagues are familiar with, and we have 
a unanimous consent agreement to pro-
ceed to that with a fixed number of 
amendments. If you look at the amend-
ments, it is clear that we won’t have to 
do all of those amendments on that 
legislation. So I am confident that we 
can and we will finish that bill before 
we leave. 

We do have an understanding that we 
will go to the agriculture appropria-
tions bill as well. At some point I want 
to be able to do that and hopefully we 
can work out the details on how we can 
accomplish at least starting that par-
ticular bill, with the objective of fin-
ishing the United States-India nuclear 
agreement before we leave. So in the 
next few minutes we will be coming 
back with an announcement of that 
schedule as agreed to, but we will fin-
ish that bill before we leave. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE 
DEMOCRATIC LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

UNITED STATES-INDIA NUCLEAR 
AGREEMENT 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I think it is 
so important that we do whatever we 
can to pass this nuclear agreement 
that has been negotiated with India. 

India is the largest democracy in the 
world and we have had such tremen-
dous relations with them over the last 
number of years. I think it would send 
a great sign to the rest of the world 
that we are able to work on issues of 
this importance and actually get it 
done. I surely hope we can do this. I 
feel confident we can. There are 
amendments and people can debate 
them. When the managers of the bill 
have heard enough, if necessary they 
can move to table, or whatever it takes 
to move these along. Senator BIDEN on 
Tuesday said there are a lot of these 
amendments he is aware of that they 
could work out or accept. 

So I am hopeful we can finish today, 
tonight, or tomorrow, and there is no 
reason we shouldn’t be able to. We have 
a number of amendments that have 
been locked in and there is no way this 
matter should not be completed. I 
think it is very important that we go 
into the Thanksgiving period with 
knowing that we have been able to 
work out something between two great 
democracies. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I will be 
back with the plans here shortly after 
I talk to the Democratic leader, and in 
the meantime we will be in a period of 
morning business. Again, the United 
States-India nuclear agreement is 
something we will complete before we 
leave and is the order of the day. We 
should be able to go to that very early 
this morning, maybe as soon as 20 min-
utes from now. That will be the plan, 
to proceed through those amendments. 
There is one amendment we may have 
to go into a closed session to debate, 
and the details will be announced for 
that as well. 

Mr. President, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, leader-
ship time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there 
will be a period for the transaction of 
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