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organizations, and other nongovern-
mental organizations committed to en-
riching and bettering the lives of chil-
dren and designating the week of Sep-
tember 24, 2006, as ‘‘Child Awareness 
Week’’ was considered and agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution (S. Res. 609), with its 

preamble, reads as follows: 
S. RES. 609 

Whereas the children and youths of the 
United States represent the future of the 
United States; 

Whereas numerous individuals, children’s 
organizations, and youth-serving organiza-
tions that work with children and youths on 
a daily basis provide invaluable services that 
serve to enrich and better the lives of chil-
dren and youths; 

Whereas by strengthening and supporting 
children’s and youth-serving charities and 
other similar nongovernmental organiza-
tions and by encouraging greater collabora-
tion among these organizations, the lives of 
many more children may be enriched and 
made better; 

Whereas heightening people’s awareness of 
and increasing the support by the United 
States for children and youth-serving organi-
zations that provide access to healthcare, so-
cial services, education, the arts, sports, and 
other services will help to improve the lives 
of children and youths; 

Whereas September is a time when par-
ents, families, teachers, school administra-
tors, and others increase their focus on pre-
paring children and youths of the United 
States for the future as they begin a new 
school year and it is a time for the people of 
the United States as a whole to highlight 
and be mindful of the needs of children and 
youths; 

Whereas ‘‘Child Awareness Week’’, ob-
served in September, recognizes the chil-
dren’s charities, youth-serving organiza-
tions, and other nongovernmental organiza-
tions across the United States for the work 
they do to improve and enrich the lives of 
children and youths of the United States; 
and 

Whereas a week-long salute to children and 
youths is in the public interest and will en-
courage support for these charities and orga-
nizations that seek to provide a better future 
for the children and youths of the United 
States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week of September 24, 

2006, as ‘‘Child Awareness Week’’; 
(2) recognizes with great appreciation the 

children’s charities and youth-serving orga-
nizations across the United States for their 
efforts on behalf of children and youths; and 

(3) calls on the people of the United States 
to— 

(A) observe the week of September 24, 2006, 
by focusing on the needs of the children and 
youths of the United States; 

(B) recognize the efforts of children’s char-
ities and youth-serving organizations to en-
rich and better the lives of the children and 
youths of the United States; and 

(C) support the efforts of the children’s 
charities and youth-serving organizations of 
the United States as an investment for the 
future of the United States. 

f 

INDEPENDENT NATIONAL ELEC-
TORAL COMMISSION OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA 
The resolution (S. Res. 611) sup-

porting the efforts of the Independent 

National Electoral Commission of the 
Government of Nigeria, political par-
ties, civil societies, religious organiza-
tions, and the people of Nigeria from 
one civilian government to another in 
the general elections to be held in 
April 2007 was considered and agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution (S. Res. 611), with its 

preamble, reads as follows: 
S. RES. 611 

Whereas the United States maintains 
strong and friendly relations with Nigeria 
and values the leadership role that Nigeria 
plays throughout the continent of Africa, 
particularly in the establishment of the New 
Partnership for African Development and the 
African Union; 

Whereas Nigeria is an important strategic 
partner with the United States in combating 
terrorism, promoting regional stability, and 
improving energy security; 

Whereas Nigeria has been, and continues to 
be, a leading supporter of the peacekeeping 
efforts of the United Nations and the Eco-
nomic Community of West African States by 
contributing troops to operations in Leb-
anon, Yugoslavia, Kuwait, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Liberia, Sierra Leone, So-
malia, Rwanda, and Sudan; 

Whereas past corruption and poor govern-
ance have resulted in weak political institu-
tions, crumbling infrastructure, a feeble 
economy, and an impoverished population; 

Whereas political aspirants and the demo-
cratic process of Nigeria are being threat-
ened by increasing politically-motivated vio-
lence, including the assassination of 3 guber-
natorial candidates in different states during 
the previous 2 months; and 

Whereas the Chairperson of the Inde-
pendent National Electoral Commission 
has— 

(1) announced that governorship and state 
assembly elections will be held on April 14, 
2007; 

(2) stated that voting for the president and 
national assembly will take place on April 
21, 2007; and 

(3) vowed to organize free and fair elections 
to facilitate a smooth democratic transition: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the importance of Nigeria as 

a strategic partner and long-time friend of 
the United States; 

(2) acknowledges the increasing signifi-
cance of the leadership of Nigeria through-
out the region and continent; 

(3) commends the decision of the National 
Assembly of Nigeria to reject an amendment 
to the constitution that would have lifted 
the existing 2-term limit and allowed for a 
third presidential term; 

(4) encourages the Government of Nigeria 
and the Independent National Electoral 
Commission to demonstrate a commitment 
to successful democratic elections by— 

(A) developing an aggressive plan for voter 
registration and education; 

(B) addressing charges of past or intended 
corruption in a transparent manner; and 

(C) conducting objective and unbiased re-
cruitment and training of election officials; 

(5) urges the Government of Nigeria to re-
spect the freedoms of association and assem-
bly, including the right of candidates, mem-
bers of political parties, and others— 

(A) to freely assemble; 
(B) to organize and conduct public events; 

and 

(C) to exercise those and other rights in a 
manner free from intimidation or harass-
ment; 

(6) urges a robust effort by the law enforce-
ment and judicial officials of Nigeria to en-
force the rule of law, particularly by— 

(A) preventing and investigating politi-
cally-motivated violence; and 

(B) prosecuting those suspected of such 
acts; 

(7) urges— 
(A) President Bush to ensure that the 

United States supports the democratic gains 
made in Nigeria during the last 8 years; and 

(B) the Government of Nigeria to actively 
seek the support of the international com-
munity for democratic, free, and fair elec-
tions in April 2007; and 

(8) expresses the support of the United 
States for coordinated efforts by the Govern-
ment of Nigeria and the Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commission to work with 
political parties, civil society, religious or-
ganizations, and other entities to organize a 
peaceful political transition based on free 
and fair elections in April 2007 to further 
consolidate the democracy of Nigeria. 

f 

ESPERANZA INCIDENT FIRE IN 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA IN OCTO-
BER 2006 

The resolution (S. Res. 614) honoring 
the firefighters and other public serv-
ants who responded to the devastating 
Esperanza incident fire in southern 
California in October 2006 was consid-
ered and agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 

The resolution (S. Res. 614), with its 
preamble, reads as follows: 

S. RES. 614 

Whereas, in late October 2006, the moun-
tain communities west of Palm Springs, 
California were struck by a vast wildfire, 
which came to be known as the Esperanza 
Incident and which authorities believe was 
started by an arsonist; 

Whereas the Esperanza Incident fire trag-
ically claimed lives, homes and other build-
ings, and more than 40,000 acres of terrain; 

Whereas nearly 3,000 firefighters from doz-
ens of fire crews courageously battled the 
fast-spreading blaze, which was fanned by 
Santa Ana wind gusts up to 60 miles per 
hour; 

Whereas 4 firefighters—Mark Loutzenhiser, 
Jess McLean, Jason McKay, and Daniel Hoo-
ver-Najera—made the ultimate sacrifice by 
giving their lives when flames overtook 
them as they tried to protect a home; 

Whereas an additional firefighter, Pablo 
Cerda, joined them in that sacrifice when he 
too lost his life, after fighting to survive for 
6 days in a hospital before succumbing to 
burns he had received fighting alongside his 
fallen colleagues; 

Whereas firefighters honored the spirit of 
their fallen colleagues by completing the job 
they started and controlling the blaze, even 
while recognizing considerable danger to 
their own well-being; 

Whereas skilled and courageous aircraft 
personnel and additional emergency per-
sonnel, including law enforcement and med-
ical personnel, also responded to the threat 
posed by the fire; and 
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