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Whereas law enforcement personnel are ag-

gressively pursuing the conviction of the ar-
sonist, and generous Californians have of-
fered additional funds, on top of those of-
fered by the Riverside County Board of Su-
pervisors, to help bring the arsonist to jus-
tice: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes and honors— 
(A) all of the firefighters who responded to 

the devastating Esperanza Incident fire in 
southern California in October 2006; and 

(B) all others, including emergency, law 
enforcement, and medical personnel and air-
craft crews, who contributed to controlling 
the fire, keeping Californians safe, and find-
ing and arresting the suspected arsonist; and 

(2) commends the firefighters and other 
personnel who responded to the fire for dedi-
cated service to the people of California. 

f 

ALPHA PHI ALPHA FRATERNITY, 
INCORPORATED 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 384) recognizing and honoring the 
100th anniversary of the founding of 
the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Incor-
porated, the first intercollegiate 
Greek-letter fraternity established for 
African Americans, was considered and 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
f 

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
CONGRESS THAT PUBLIC POLICY 
SHOULD CONTINUE TO PROTECT 
AND STRENGTHEN THE ABILITY 
OF FARMERS AND RANCHERS TO 
JOIN TOGETHER IN COOPERA-
TIVE SELF-HELP EFFORTS 

The concurrent resolution (S. Con. 
Res. 119) expressing the sense of the 
Congress that public policy should con-
tinue to protect and strengthen the 
ability of farmers and ranchers to join 
together in cooperative self-help ef-
forts was considered and agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The concurrent resolution (S. Con. 

Res. 119), with its preamble, reads as 
follows: 

S. CON. RES. 119 
Whereas the ability of farmers and ranch-

ers in the United States to join together in 
cooperative self-help efforts is vital to their 
continued economic viability; 

Whereas Federal laws have long recognized 
the importance of protecting and strength-
ening the ability of farmers and ranchers to 
join together in cooperative self-help efforts, 
including to cooperatively market their 
products, ensure access to competitive mar-
kets, and help achieve other important pub-
lic policy goals; 

Whereas farmer- and rancher-owned co-
operatives play an important role in helping 
farmers and ranchers improve their income 
from the marketplace, manage their risk, 
meet their credit and other input needs, and 
compete more effectively in a rapidly chang-
ing global economy; 

Whereas farmer- and rancher-owned co-
operatives also play an important role in 
providing consumers in the United States 
and abroad with a dependable supply of safe, 
affordable, high-quality food, fiber, and re-
lated products; 

Whereas farmer- and rancher-owned co-
operatives also help meet the energy needs of 
the United States, including through the 
production and marketing of renewable fuels 
such as ethanol and biodiesel; 

Whereas there are nearly 3,000 farmer- and 
rancher-owned cooperatives located through-
out the United States with a combined mem-
bership representing a majority of the nearly 
2 million farmers and ranchers in the United 
States; and 

Whereas farmer- and rancher-owned co-
operatives also contribute significantly to 
the economic well being of rural America as 
well as the overall economy, including ac-
counting for as many as 250,000 jobs: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the Sense 
of the Congress that public policy should 
continue to protect and strengthen the abil-
ity of farmers and ranchers to join together 
in cooperative self-help efforts— 

(1) to improve their income from the mar-
ketplace and their economic well-being; 

(2) to capitalize on new market opportuni-
ties; and 

(3) to help meet the food and fiber needs of 
consumers, provide for increased energy pro-
duction, promote rural development, main-
tain and create needed jobs, and contribute 
to a growing United States economy. 

f 

ADOPTION AND SAFE FAMILIES 
ACT OF 1997 

The resolution (S. Res. 547) recog-
nizing and supporting the successes of 
the Adoption and Safe Families Act of 
1997 in increasing adoption, observing 
the efforts that the act has spurred, in-
cluding National Adoption Day and Na-
tional Adoption Month, and encour-
aging citizens of the United States to 
consider adoption throughout the year 
was considered and agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution (S. Res. 547), with its 

preamble, reads as follows: 
S. RES. 547 

Whereas, since the passage of the Adoption 
and Safe Families Act of 1997 (42 U.S.C. 1305 
note; Public Law 105–89), the number of chil-
dren adopted from the foster care system has 
increased significantly, with approximately 
51,000 children adopted from the foster care 
system in fiscal year 2004 alone; 

Whereas, despite that remarkable progress, 
approximately 118,000 children in the foster 
care system of the United States are waiting 
to be adopted, and 49 percent of those chil-
dren are at least 9 years old; 

Whereas adoptive families make an impor-
tant difference in the lives of the children 
they adopt by providing a stable, nurturing 
environment for those children; 

Whereas National Adoption Day is a collec-
tive national effort to find permanent, loving 
families for children in the foster care sys-
tem; 

Whereas both National Adoption Day and 
National Adoption Month occur in Novem-
ber; 

Whereas, in 2002, the Department of Health 
and Human Services launched a series of 
public service announcements promoting the 
adoption of children aged 8 and older; 

Whereas more than 6,000 children have 
been placed into adoptive homes since the 
Department of Health and Human Services 
launched www.adoptuskids.org. a national 
photo listing service for children awaiting 
adoption across the United States; 

Whereas, in 2005, judges, attorneys, adop-
tion professionals, child welfare agencies, 
and child advocates in 45 States and the Dis-
trict of Columbia participated in 227 events 
in conjunction with National Adoption Day; 
and 

Whereas those events finalized the adop-
tions of more than 3,300 children from the 
foster care system: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes and supports— 
(A) the success of the Adoption and Safe 

Families Act of 1997 (42 U.S.C. 1305 note; 
Public Law 105–89) and the efforts that the 
Act has spurred; and 

(B) the goals and ideals of National Adop-
tion Day and National Adoption Month; and 

(2) encourages the citizens of the United 
States to consider adoption throughout the 
year. 

f 

ACKNOWLEDGING AFRICAN DE-
SCENDANTS OF THE TRANS-
ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 175) acknowledging African de-
scendants of the transatlantic slave 
trade in all of the Americas with an 
emphasis on descendants in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, recog-
nizing the injustices suffered by these 
African descendants, and recom-
mending the United States and the 
international community work to im-
prove the situation of Afro-descendant 
communities in Latin America and the 
Caribbean was considered and agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 

f 

CONDEMNING THE REPRESSION OF 
THE IRANIAN BAHA’I COMMUNITY 

The Senate proceeded to consider the 
concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 101) 
condemning the repression of the Ira-
nian Baha’i community and calling for 
the emancipation of Iranian Baha’is. 

The amendment (No. 5193) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

AMENDMENT NO. 5193 

On page 3, lines 3 and 4, strike ‘‘Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights’’ and insert 
‘‘International Covenant on Civil and Polit-
ical Rights’’. 

The concurrent resolution, as amend-
ed, was agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The concurrent resolution (S. Con. 

Res. 101), as amended, with its pre-
amble, reads as follows: 

S. CON. RES. 101 

Whereas in 1982, 1984, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1994, 
1996, and 2000, Congress, by concurrent reso-
lution, declared that it deplores the religious 
persecution by the Government of Iran of the 
Baha’i community and holds the Govern-
ment of Iran responsible for upholding the 
rights of all Iranian nationals, including 
members of the Baha’i Faith; 

Whereas on March 20, 2006, the United Na-
tions Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Re-
ligion or Belief, Ms. Asma Jahangir, revealed 
the existence of a confidential letter dated 
October 29, 2005, from the Chairman of the 
Command Headquarters of Iran’s Armed 
Forces to the Ministry of Information, the 
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